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A.  A Contrast In Responses   (27-32)  
 

     1. The tax collector loosens his grip on his identity              
 

       ▪ Jesus’ command was radical  (27) 
 

       ▪ Levi’s response was decisive  (28)           
 

 ▪ The heart of the tax collector was open  (29)            
 

     2. The religious leaders tighten their grip on their identity              
 

       ▪ Jesus’ ways were a threat  (30) 
 

       ▪ The Pharisee’s response was self-righteous  (30)        
 

 ▪ The hearts of these men were closed    
 

     3. Jesus again reveals His mission              
 

       ▪ We suffer from a sickness of the heart  (31) 
 

       ▪ The cure begins with repentance  (32)   
  

B.  Religious Leaders Have A Concern, Jesus Has a Parable (33-39)    
 

     1. Why do your disciples feast rather than fast?  (33)            
 

       ▪ Fasting has no value as a substitute for a righteous heart  
 

        ▪ Fasting has no value as a substitute for the One we fast for      
 

     2. Why fast when the One to be celebrated is present?  (34,35)            
 

       ▪ The presence of the bridegroom is a time to rejoice with Him 
 

        ▪ The absence of the bridegroom is a time to petition Him 
 

     3. The parable exposes the great reason for repentance  (see v 32) 
 

       ▪ The nature & value of the new is incompatible with the old (36) 
 

       ▪ The old as it is cannot contain the new  (37,38) 
 

       ▪ Contentment with the old leaves no room for the new  (39) 
 

Personal Response      
 

Jesus said, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again  
he cannot see the kingdom of God."   John 3:3 

     

Jesus said, "I have not come to call the righteous  
but sinners to repentance"   Luke 5:32 

 

Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature;  
the old things passed away; behold, new things have come.  2 Cor 5:17 

 

My response to Jesus:  _______________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________________ 

 “The Danger of Old Wineskins” 
Life Group Discussion Questions 

Read Luke 5:27-39 
 
Read Luke 5:27-39 
 
1. Did you have any questions about the sermon or the passage we 

just read that you would like to discuss? 
 
2.  Just as Jesus called Levi to something new, can you think of a time 

Jesus called you to something new?               
 

  
3.  Much of the two stories focuses on identity, that of Levi and of the 

Pharisees. How have you defined or identified yourself outside of 
Christ?   

        

4.  Mike says that fasting without embracing the heart of God is empty.  
Can you think of other spiritual practices or activities that can also 
be empty if they do not embrace the heart of God?    

 

  
5.  What does it look like to engage in spiritual activities such as fast-

ing in a way that glorifies God? 
 

 

6.  Why is the new work of Jesus incompatible with the old way of life? 
 
7.  Mike asked at the end if we were content with a value system that 

falls short of God’s.  For instance, do I say “I am a good person” 
because I’m not like that bad person, or try to base our worth on 
good deeds? 

 
8.  How can we pray for you? 


