
 “The Forgiver of Sins” 
Life Group Discussion Questions 

Read Luke 5:17-26 
 
Read Luke 5:17-26 
 
1. As we read the passage, did you have any questions you would like 

to discuss? 
 
2.  Why do you think the pharisees came to listen to Jesus when they     

were so often opposed to this teaching?               
 

  
3.  What does Luke mean by saying that “the power of the Lord was       
 present for Him to perform healing”?  (v 17)   

     

4.  Why did Jesus choose in this instance to say ‘Friend, your sins are  
      forgiven you’, rather than as other times simply heal the person?    
 

  
5.  We read in v 20 that Jesus, in seeing the faith of the man’s friends,  
     He forgave the paralytic’s sins. How are we to understand the faith   
     of the friends in connection with the man’s forgiveness? 
 

 

6.  What do you think the big lesson is that Jesus wanted the people to  
     go away with?  What is Luke’s main idea in this passage? Why? 
 
7.  How might this story have practical application in our lives today? 
 
8.  How can we pray for you tonight? 
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1.  What does Luke mean by saying that “the power of the Lord was       
     present for Him to perform healing”?  (v 17)               
 

      ▪ Remember that Luke presents Jesus as the Son of Man Who would 
 

         for us demonstrate a life fully empowered by the Holy Spirit   
 

      ▪ Remember that Jesus said greater works would be done because 
 

         He would go to the Father and send the Holy Spirit to empower us 
         

2. Why did Jesus choose in this instance to say ‘Friend, your sins are  
      forgiven you’, rather than as other times simply heal the person?    
 

      ▪ Consider the audience - the who’s who of Bible scholars              
 

      ▪ Consider the prophesied burden of Messiah  (Lk 4:18,19) (Is 53)  
 

      ▪ Consider the man’s condition - outward symptom of inner problem 
 

      ▪ Consider Jesus’ plan to demonstrate His authority over sin   
          

3.  We read in v 20 that Jesus, in seeing the faith of the man’s friends,  
     He forgave the paralytic’s sins. How are we to understand the faith   
     of the friends in connection with the man’s forgiveness? 
 

      ▪ Most likely the faith included that of both the man and his friends  
 

      ▪ The faith we express on behalf of others is precious to God 
 

 (1) Abraham for Lot (Gn 18) 
 

 (2) Parents for their adult children (Jb 1:5) 
 

 (2) The Elders for the spiritually feeble and the sick (Ja 5:14-16)
  

4.  What do you think the big lesson is that Jesus wanted the people to  
     go away with? 
 

      ▪ There is a paralysis in the world that is far more immobilizing than  
 

         physical paralysis: Sin incapacitates us from spiritual communion 
 

      ▪ The paralytic had no freedom whatsoever. Neither does the sinner! 
 

Personal Response   
 

Jesus said, ‘Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is the slave of sin.  
The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son does remain forever.   

So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.’   
Jn 8:34-36  


