
Scottnews 

PASTOR’S PEN 

APRIL 2020 

 This certainly is not how I had planned to approach Lent. I 

have been planning special services, the choir had begun practicing 

for the Harrison County Association of Churches Choir Concert and 

some special songs that you certainly would have enjoyed. We were 

also engrossed in the current Bible Study as Roxann and I both 

remarked positively at the interaction and dialogue. But we are now 

called to engage our Christianity in different ways, using alternative 

methods to address the needs of others as well as our own needs. It 

appears we are at this place of limited mobility and assembly for an 

extended time. 

 Some of you were concerned with the upcoming General 

Conference 2020. Yesterday it was announced that the conference 

will be held in 2021 in Minneapolis with details to come forth in the 

next few days. All meetings at the district and conference levels are 

also delayed and I anticipate our conference at Lakeside may also be 

delayed for a significant period of time.  
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All services at Scott 
Church will be  on 

hold until 
restrictions due to 
COVID 19 are lifted. 

Refer to   

www. scottumc.net  

& Pastor  Ed’s 
phone broadcasts 

for updates. 

 

 

Please continue to 
pray for  healing in 

our world. 
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  I intend to follow the protocols of 
the Governor and the advice of Bishop Malone 
and the cabinet of the East Ohio Conference. If 
and when the weather warms, I may hold services 
in the parking lot where I can set up my PA 
equipment and you all could stay in your cars, but 
that is up in the air at this time. If you have 
concerns or needs, feel free to call me at 740-381
-3325 or leave a message at the church, email is 
received at 
mailto:scottmemorialumc@hotmail.com, or to 
me at mailto:ed.kovacik@frontier.com.    In the 
meantime, please continue reading the message 
for this week and may you all be blessed.   
 
  

 Scripture: John 11:17-27 

 During this time of Covid 19 uncertainty 

and forced sheltering in place, how hard is it for 

you to have faith for today? Sometimes we think 

of faith in terms of the future. Next year “my 

ship will come in.” “Next month I will see things 

turn around for me”. “I will feel better when this 

thing is over.” “When I get to heaven someday 

life will be better for me.” We say, “I’m just 

hoping and praying.” Is faith just something for 

the future? Or is faith something we can have 

here and now on a DAILY BASIS? 

 The title of this month’s Pastor’s Pen 

message is “Strengthening your faith in troubled 

times--daily faith.” How does this apply to us 

today? Do you have plenty of faith, like Martha, 

for the future but struggle with your daily faith? 

 The scripture for this message pictures 

Martha in a grief- filled situation. Her brother 

Lazarus had died. It wasn’t that they hadn’t 

notified Jesus when Lazarus first got sick. Jesus 

just didn’t get around to getting there in time. 

Now after four days Jesus finally shows up. 

Martha was upset by his delay in getting there. 

  

/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 When Martha hears that Jesus is on the way 

into town, she ran out to meet him. She blurts out, “If 

you had been here my brother wouldn’t have died.” 

It’s like us saying, “If you had answered my prayer 

earlier, I wouldn’t have lost my job. If you had stepped 

in a little bit sooner, Lord, this storm wouldn’t have 

ripped the roof off of my house. If you had BEEN HERE, 

we wouldn’t be experiencing this pandemic that is 

gripping the world.  

 It never occurred to Martha that Jesus could 

have sent his Word and healed Lazarus. He did it for 

other people. She was upset with Jesus and wondered 

why in the world he didn’t show up on time for her 

family. Now after four days it was too late. 

 It reminds me of a story of a minister’s little   

six-year-old girl who had been so naughty during the 

week, that her mother decided to give her the worst 

kind of punishment. She told her she couldn’t go to 

the Sunday School Picnic on Saturday. When the day 

came, her mother felt she had been too harsh and 

changed her mind. When she told the little girl, she 

could go to the picnic, the child’s reaction was one of 

gloom and unhappiness. "What’s the matter? I 

thought you’d be glad to go to the picnic." her mother 

said. "It’s too late!" the little girl said. "I’ve already 

prayed for rain!" 

 You probably can remember times when you 

felt this way too. It’s too late now! You wonder why 

Jesus didn’t answer you in the way you expected. 

Things didn’t work out like you wanted them too. Too 

late now.  

  

about:blank
about:blank
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 Martha said, “if you had been here my 

brother wouldn’t have died.” This statement 

shows that Martha had some strong beliefs. She 

may have been frustrated over Jesus’ delay in 

getting there, but she believed that he could 

have done something. She believed that Jesus 

had the power to do it. Jesus said, “Your brother 

will rise again.” Martha says quickly, “Oh, yes I 

have always known that he will rise again in the 

resurrection at the last day.” She had a strong 

confidence in the doctrine of the resurrection. 

Her faith was strong for that future event. She 

interpreted what Jesus said in a future sense, 

however. 

 Martha wants something more, but she 

didn’t come right out and ask Jesus to raise her 

brother now. What she does say is, “But I know 

that even now God will give you whatever you 

ask.” She had faith in the fact that Jesus had the 

power to do miracles. She believed that Jesus 

was “the Christ, the Son of God who was come 

into the world.” A lot of people didn’t believe 

that. Martha was very confident in these basic 

beliefs. 

 Scripture shows that in spite of the 

situation she is in that day, she is struggling to 

bring her faith into the realm of the present 

because she says “even now” you can do 

something. She said to Jesus, “I know that even 

now God will give you whatever you ask.” Jesus 

did not rush to say, “Oh, yes, I will raise your 

brother.” He said simply, “Your brother will rise 

again.” Martha’s answer shows that her faith 

had not moved very far into the present, but it 

was getting there. 

  

Sometimes we have to wait! Here is a humorous story 

on waiting: 

  A company offered tours through the historic 

district, led by guides dressed in Colonial clothing. 

While leading a group, one of the guides, tripped and 

fell, breaking his wrist. He went to the hospital, and as 

he sat waiting in the emergency room, a policeman 

walked by. Doing a double take at him in his 18th-

century garb he asked, "Just how long have you been 

waiting?" 

 Sometimes we feel we have been waiting on 

Jesus for a long time. Faith is something we have to 

bring into the now of our lives for it to do its work. 

When we pray, we need to believe it right at the time 

we pray rather than someday maybe. Mark 

11:22 pictures faith in the now--when you pray. Not 

after the answer comes. You need the faith right at 

the time you pray. You need to believe that the Lord is 

working on the problem behind the scenes right then 

and there. That’s why it is good to thank the Lord for 

the answer in advance. In Mark 11:24 we are 

reminded “whatever you ask for in prayer, believe 

that you have received it, and it will be yours.” 

 Another scripture that shows bringing our faith 

into the present is Hebrews 11:1 “Now faith is being 

sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do 

not see.” The Message Bible says, “The fundamental 

fact of existence is that this trust in God--this faith--in 

the firm foundation under everything that makes life 

worth living. It’s our handle on what we can’t see.” 

 Martha was beginning to draw on her faith 

savings account that day when she said, “But even 

now.” The scripture that brings Martha’s faith into the 

now is when Jesus told her, “I am the resurrection and 

the life. He who believes in me will live even though 

he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will 

never die.” Do you believe this?” (vs. 25,26). Jesus is 

saying to her, “those who live and believe will never 

die but make an instant transition from the old life 

into the new life. This is a comfort to those who are 

experiencing grief today (I Thess. 4:16-17). 
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 Jesus is saying when you believe in me you have the resurrection--for I am the resurrection. You 

don’t have to wait until the end time. Jesus, the resurrection and life is already with you right in your 

daily struggles. Jesus is there to bring new life to our daily situations. If we can grasp this, we should 

find that it helps to strengthen our faith tremendously. 

 Martha’s faith was mixed with a measure of unbelief just as ours sometimes is. But her unbelief 
was also mixed with faith. Hebrews 4:2 tells us that many times we fall short of what God wants to do 

for us because the Word is not “mixed with faith.” Martha practiced bringing her faith into the present 
that day. She stretched her faith. It probably was very difficult for her to believe that Lazarus would be 

restored to life right then; but in that instance, Jesus had a specific purpose for doing it and that is why 
he delayed coming to Lazarus earlier. 

 In Romans 4:17 Paul tells us that Abraham who was called the father of faith, “[called} things that are not 

[yet} as though they were.” Strengthening our faith to bring it into the realm of the present is possible for us as 

we learn how to exercise our faith and as we learn to talk differently once we pray. We need to begin to talk “as 

if God has heard our prayer--as if he has already started working on the problem.” 

 Often, we are stuck on not knowing if God has even heard our prayer. We get stuck on maybe it is not 

God’s will to answer our prayers. Maybe God won’t do it for me. Our self-talk is often the exact opposite of what 

we are praying for. Our faith is not in agreement with God at all. Sometimes our faith is just too vague and 

generalized. It is like the woman who said, “I have my own system for labeling homemade freezer meals. I don’t 

label them "Veal Parmigiana" or "Turkey Loaf" or "Beef Pot Pie anymore." “If you look in my freezer you’ll see 

"Whatever," "Anything," "I Don’t Know," and, my favorite, "Food." That way when I ask my husband what he 

wants for dinner, I’m sure to have what he wants.” 

 

Our website address is: 
scottumc.net   

We are adding the weekly         
sermons and there is also an      

option for online giving.  

Otherwise, please send any tithes 
or weekly offering to                                   

Scott U.M.C.                                     
817 E. Market St.  P. O. Box 155                          

Cadiz, Ohio 43907 
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Find out what God says about things through knowing what God’s word says and begin to align your faith 

with what God says. Don’t be vague in your prayers. Be specific when you pray about things. What does Je-

sus’ words to Martha mean to you personally today--right now and for the future? Think of our current situa-

tion that is challenging our faith. What was necessary to renew Martha’s faith when it began to waver?  

 Faith has a lot to do with the pressing demands of the here and now. We can strengthen our daily 

faith. Believe that God has heard your prayer. Believe that God is already at work on the problem to bring it 

to pass. Believe that God is the resurrection and the life today as much as he ever will be in the future. 

 Friends, we do not know when we will be back together as a community of believers but let us pray 

fervently that God will intervene with a solution that ends this pandemic. Let us rely on our faith that we be-

lieve in a God who loves us, created us, and desires a close relationship with each one of us. Spend time read-

ing scripture, praying and believing, knowing God is still on the throne!! 

Let us pray: Lord of life, we come to you consumed by our worry and our pain. When we blame you for not 

being there in our need, forgive us. When we turn away from you in these moments, guide us back to your 

faithful arms. Lord, we long to put our faith in your promised healing and protection from the issues before 

us. We believe in you and truly believe that you are the resurrection and the life. Let us remember that you 

weep when we weep, you that you rejoice as we find our way home.  We ask for your blessings knowing that 

you are the one who saves us and heals our hearts. Amen. 

We love you all and miss our time together and continue to pray we will all be together soon. Go with God!  

Pastor Ed 

 

 



Prayer List 

 Allison Merkel-                 

Edna Morris & Donna                          

Jordan Miller                                              

Unspoken requests                               

Hanna Blake                                             

Seth-  grson of Leoma                                                          

Lauren Thomas                                        

Claudia Nunner                                                                               

Police/Military                                           

Verda Mae –                             

Nate Rostin   age38                                                         

Tim Stine                                                                                                              

Glen & Carol  (Rhodes) Gray              

Chad Williams                                                   

Andrew Sikora                                                

Dr. Lou Stevens                                             

James Kelly  

Jack Roehrich family 

Charles Wallace family 

Mildred Rotkoski family 

Larry McCartney family 

Allen Fluharty family 

Trent Kidd family 

    

APRIL 

Birthdays                                                 Anniversaries                                                      

4th   Colin Howell                                                                            

5th   Megan Kelley                                                                        14th Ryan & Jennifer McCann 

6th   Rick McCann                                                                         27th  Chuck & Frances Howell 

10th  Dolly Sabo, Kristin Willis                                                   30th  Brian & Michelle Howell                                                                                                      

24th  Bob Strobel 

25th  John Harrah 

29th  Darlene Howes 

30th  Paula Zimmerman Reppart 

 

Ellen Yoho - Co. Home                            

Mike Yoho  - Lung prob.                                     

Bill Wymer   

 “Reaching New People”                 

Scott Church for growth                

Allison Mansfield                             

Denise Myers & family                                                                                              

Darlene Fife                                                                                           

Jim  & Mary Beth Stauffer                           

Carolyn Blackburn               

Amelia Miller -6 months  old       

Randy Howell                                              

Jeff Rothel & Alyce                           

Donna Bethel -Gables                                                

Pat Crolly                                                  

Mary Banks                                             

Fred Guthrie                                               

Debbie Catrell                       

Barb Snead & Jenna/job op                              

Roxann - Bible study                       

Elaine Howell                                     

Sally Ankeny                                        

Ed Stark                                               

Terry Downs                                   

Lois Morgan                                    

Kaitlyn Beedle                

     The American Red Cross has scheduled a blood 

drive at Scott UMC on Wednesday April 18th from 

12:00 noon until 6:00 pm. Walk-ins are welcome. 

Please donate! One pint can save up to three individ-

uals. Call 1-800-733-2767 (1-800-REDCROSS) for any 

questions or to schedule an appointment. 

Naomi Trotter- at Co. Home     

Kathy Palmer                                                                  

Tom Fife  & family                                                                          

Linda Lewis                                                                                  

Urban Missions                                                                 

Isabelle Bonecutter   

Wes Nichols                                              

Shyanne (8 yr old)                      

Ema Pfouts from Norton            

Katie’s father - better                       

Lana Smith                                     

Bob Richards                                  

Lexus Dulkoski baby                                                

Forrest Tanner-Gables                 

Lois Morgan at Co. Home                                 

Roseanne Sasak                                                             

Marla Reese -                                

Tony - lost job                                 

Johan Holmes   in hospital                              

Gage Jaquay - army                       

Coltin (in Korea)                         

Kris  -  D. Palmer   family                        

Howard VanFossen                            

Meda Kovacik                                 

Leanna Mikesell 

Corono virus victims 

Updated 03-25-2020                            



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30   

April 2020 

 

  Pray that God’s love will bring us 

  back together real soon! 

 

 

 

Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this is impossible, 

but with God all things are possible.”      Matthew 19:26 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 Prayer was 

important to 

Jesus; how im-

portant it should 

be to us. 

2 Pray, read 

the book of 

James. 

3  Pray, stay in 

the written word. 

4  Pray for 

Voice of the  

Martyrs.  

5  

PALM 

SUNDAY 

6 One touch 

from Jesus 

changes         

everything. 

7 Praise God 

for his unfailing 

promises. 

8 Prayer 

changes hearts, 

but it never 

changes God. 

9 Pray for 

Ireland, open 

hearts to Jesus. 

10 Good                

Friday 

ALL THINGS ARE 

POSSIBLE WITH     

       GOD! 

11 Pray for 

Gideons as they 

reach souls. 

12 EASTER   

THANK YOU 

LORD FOR YOUR 

SON WHOSE 

NAME IS JESUS! 

13 Blessed 

are the peace-

makers. Pray for 

missionaries. 

14 Pray for 

Pastor Ed as he 

serves Scott 

UMC. 

15 Pray for 

Sunday School, 

Prayer Group & 

Worship services 

to never be too 

far away! 

16 Pray for 

Bible Study, 

Choir & organist. 

We’ve  missed 

you. 

17 Father, 

thanks for the 

women’s group 

as they serve the 

church and com-

munity. 

18 Lord Jesus, 

we pray for Chi-

na, open hearts 

to the gospel. 

19 Pray for 

Africa. Heal the 

land, bless the 

people. 

20 Pray for 

the peace of 

Jerusalem. 

21 God will 

honor your faith-

fulness to obey 

his word and 

pray. 

22 Pray, let 

our light shine  

before others 

and glorify Jesus. 

23 Lord, as we 

confess our sins, 

you are faithful 

to forgive our 

sins! 

24 LORD, 

thank you for 

teaching us what 

love is. We praise 

your name. 

25 Keep in 

prayer Urban 

Missions and 

Rev. Ashley  

Steele. 

26 Pray for 

our President 

and Vice Pres. 

Pray for 

America! 

27 One touch 

from Jesus has 

the power to 

change                 

everything! 

28 O Lord 

show me your 

way, you are the 

God of my    

salvation. 

29 Praying 

the word. God 

you are our ref-

uge and 

strength. 

30 Thank     

you Lord for 
answered  
prayers.  

We love you 
Jesus! 

  

April 2020 


