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Finding the 2020 Alleluia! 

Greeting

This is the day the Lord has made! Christ is risen, and through him all creation is made 

new! Christ’s resurrection truly brings life to everyone. With the women at the tomb, 

we are astonished, elated, and grateful.  

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 
Easter Hymn #367 

Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds 
Text: Paul A. Stordach 

Music: Geisitliche Kirchengesänge 
Used with permission in accordance with CCLI License #11023422 and/or One License #A-736849 

 

Now all the vault of heaven resounds 
In praise of love that still abounds, 
Christ has triumphed! He is living! 

Sing, choirs of angels, loud and clear, 
Repeat their song of glory here, 

Christ has triumphed, Christ has triumphed! 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 



 
 
 

Eternal is the gift he brings, 
Therefore our hearts with rapture sings, 

Christ has triumphed! He is living! 
Now still he comes to give us life 

And by his presence stills all strife. 
Christ has triumphed! He is living! 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

Oh fill us, Lord, with dauntless love; 
Set heart and will on things above, 

That we conquer through your triumph; 
Grant grace sufficient for life's day, 

That by our lives we truly say, 
Christ has triumphed, he is living! 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

Adoring praises now we bring, 
And with the heavenly blessed sing, 

Christ has triumphed, alleluia! 
Be to the Father and our Lord, 
To Spirit blest, most holy God, 
Thine the glory never ending! 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 
Thanksgiving for Baptism and Forgiveness of Our Sins 

 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, 
let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 
We thank you, risen Christ, 
for these waters where you make us new, 
leading us from death to life, from tears to joy. 
We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us 
in the grace-filled waters of rebirth, 
like rains to our thirsting earth, 
like streams that revive our souls, 



 
 
 

like cups of cool water shared with strangers. 
Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear. 
Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness. 
Send us companions on our journey as we share your life. 
Make us one, risen Christ. 
Cleanse our hearts. 
Forgive our sins. 
Shower us with life. 
Our sins are forgiven. 
To you be given all praise, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

God of mercy, we no longer look for Jesus among the dead, for he is alive and has 
become the Lord of life. Increase in our minds and hearts the risen life we share with 
Christ, and help us to grow as your people toward the fullness of eternal life with you, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Easter Hymn 

Jesus Christ Is Risen Today - #365 
Text: 14th Century Latin Carol 

Music: J. Walsh 

Used with permission in accordance with CCLI License #11023422 and/or One License #A-736849 

 

Jesus Christ is risen today. Alleluia. 

Our triumphant holy day. Alleluia. 

Who did once upon the cross. Alleluia. 

Suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia. 

 

Hymns of praise then let us sing. Alleluia. 

Unto Christ, our heavenly king. Alleluia. 

Who endured the cross and grave. Alleluia. 

Sinners to redeem and raise. Alleluia. 

 



 
 
 

But the pains which he endured. Alleluia. 

Our salvation have procured. Alleluia. 

Now above the sky he’s king. Alleluia. 

Where the angels ever sing. Alleluia. 

 

Sing we to our God above. Alleluia. 

Praise eternal as his love. Alleluia. 

Praise him, all you heavenly host. Alleluia. 

Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia. 

 

The Word  

  

The Psalm today is Psalm 118. We will read it responsively. The leader will read the light 
print and the congregation will respond with the bold print. 
 

1Give thanks to the LORD, for the LORD is good; 
  God’s mercy endures forever. 
 2Let Israel now declare, 
  “God’s mercy endures forever.” 
 14The LORD is my strength and my song, 
  and has become my salvation. 
 15Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of the righteous: 
  “The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly! 
 16The right hand of the LORD is exalted! 
  The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly!” 
 17I shall not die, but live, 
  and declare the works of the LORD.  
 23By the LORD has this been done; 
  it is marvelous in our eyes. 
 24This is the day that the LORD has made; 
  let us rejoice and be glad in it. (Psalm 118:1-2,14-17,23-24 NRSV) 

. 

Sorrow gives way to “fear and great joy” when two women are sent by an angel to 
proclaim the good news: Jesus is risen! 



 
 
 

The New Testament reading for today is from the 3rd Chapter of Colossians. 

1If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, 
seated at the right hand of God. 2Set your minds on things that are above, not on things 
that are on earth, 3for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4When 
Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory. 
 
Sung Gospel Acclamation (page 142) - Alleluia, Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the 
words of eternal life. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 
The Gospel for today is from the 16th Chapter of Mark. 
Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
1When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and 
Salome bought spices, so that they might go and anoint him. 
 2 And very early on the first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the 
tomb. 
 3 They had been saying to one another, "Who will roll away the stone for us from the 
entrance to the tomb?" 
 4 When they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had already 
been rolled back. 
 5 As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a white robe, sitting on 
the right side; and they were alarmed. 
 6 But he said to them, "Do not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who 
was crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him. 
 7 But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you 
will see him, just as he told you." 
 8 So they went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; 
and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid. (Mark 16:1-8 NRSV) 
 
The Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God. 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 

The Message 

Stepping Out of Our Tombs 

Do you remember where you were and what you were doing last year on Easter 

Sunday? I imagine most of you were staying home attempting to protect yourselves and 



 
 
 

your loved ones from the COVID virus. This world is still battling this pandemic, but we 

pray the end is in sight.  As we slowly emerge from our homes after some of us have had 

to quarantine, I liken our experiences during the pandemic to what happened to Jesus 

on the first Easter morning. As Jesus emerged from his tomb, a hewn-out space among 

rocks, we emerge from our places of residence knowing the Lord of all has been with us 

through this world-wide tragedy where lives were lost and families left in grief and 

despair. For others, the survival after living with this deadly disease is a blessing. Those 

of us who did not get sick or lose loved ones, were still deeply affected by the pandemic. 

And all the while we were not alone, even though we did not see others for long 

stretches of time. God, the Holy Spirit, was present with each and every single one of us 

– with those who died, with those who were sick, and with those of us who were lonely.  

On the first Easter morning, Mary Magdalene, Salome, and Mary, James’ mother 

stood outside an empty tomb, where their beloved Jesus had lain there just hours 

before. They were dumbfounded to find Jesus was no longer there when they came to 

anoint his body. If their thought processes are anything like mine, they might have 

surmised that someone had taken his body. But right before their eyes, they saw what 

Jesus had spoken about for the last three years: “I am going to my Father’s house,” or 

“where I am going, you cannot come,” and “I will be raised in three days.”  

Do you ever think about what you would have done if you had stood outside the 

empty tomb? Would everything Jesus said to you now make sense? Could you now be 



 
 
 

certain that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God? It seems most unlikely that a body 

could be lifted from death to life, but Jesus’ followers and his friends had seen it several 

times over the years, as he had raised others from the dead. How is your faith now that 

you’ve seen his empty tomb? 

Throughout all the Lenten season, we talked about sin and faith. Faith, at times, 

is so strong and certain - nothing can possibly deter us from the love of Christ. Other 

times, when our faith is weak, it seems that all Jesus has promised us is a ruse. As we 

stand with the two Mary’s and Salome, gazing into the vacant space, we most certainly 

should be assured by Jesus’ words and promises. He has come to redeem the world 

from sin and death. He has risen to save us from our sinful selves. 

Jesus is alive! Christ has risen! God has swallowed up death forever. And on this 

day, we gather to celebrate with those standing at the tomb. The wonder of the Lord’s 

resurrection should fill our hearts to more than overflowing. We gather today to  

proclaim, witness, praise, and affirm the liberating reality of Christ’s death and 

resurrection. We do not keep this Good News to ourselves. We are to share the promise 

of God’s victory over sin and death to all the world. Yes, my dear ones, we are liberated 

from sin and death forever. 

Jesus is alive. He is not in the tomb. He lives! We are leaving our tombs, our 

homes, in which we have remained for a long year. And leaving these spaces, we share 

God’s Word and the Holy Meal. We celebrate God’s unending love, the love which is 



 
 
 

beyond all human expression and understanding. And then we depart to share this good 

news of his resurrection with all the world. He lives! And people shall live with him. 

Alleluia! Amen! 

Easter Hymn 

Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing #385 
Text - Cyril A. Alington 

Used with permission in accordance with CCLI License #11023422 and/or One License #A-736849 

 

Good Christian friends, rejoice and sing! 

Now is the triumph of our king! 

To all the world glad news we bring: 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

The Lord of life is risen this day; 

Death’s mighty stone is rolled away; 

Let all the earth rejoice and say: 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Praise we in songs of victory 

That love, that life which cannot die, 

And sing with hearts uplifted high: 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Your name we bless, O risen Lord, 

And sing today with one accord, 

The life laid down, the life restored: 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, 
      the Father, the almighty, 

      maker of heaven and earth, 
      of all that is seen and unseen.                                                                                              



 
 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
      the only Son of God, 

      eternally begotten of the Father,                                                                                           
God from God, 

      Light from Light, 
         true God from true God, 

         begotten, not made; 
      of one being with the Father; 

      through him all things were made. 
      For us and for our salvation 

           he came down from heaven; 
           was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

           and became truly human. 
           For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

           he suffered death and was buried. 
           On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 

           He ascended to heaven 
           and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

           He will come again with glory 
           to judge the living and the dead. 

           and his kingdom will have no end.                                                                          

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
      the Lord, the giver of life. 

      who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
      who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified. 

      who had spoken through the prophets.                                                                             
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.                                                                        

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.                                                        
We look for the resurrection of the dead,                                                                                           
And the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Prayers of the People 

Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God 
who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. 

A brief silence. 

Praise to you for your power revealed in the resurrection! Fill your church with the 
power of your love that is stronger than death. Send us to tell the good news wherever 
death holds sway. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 



 
 
 

Praise to you for your life at work in the resurrection! Fill all of creation with your life. 
Bring it to blossom and flourish; use it to remind us of your persistent grace. Cultivate 
our care for what you have made. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Praise to you for the peace made possible in the resurrection! Fill the nations with your 
peace. Draw together people of all nations and languages; reveal new possibilities and 
inspire new beginnings. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Praise to you for the hope of the resurrection! Fill all in need with hope: those who are 
afraid or confused, those who are sick or suffering, those who are dying, and those who 
grieve, especially Royce Black, LouAnn Dutt’s son, Paul III and her two sons-in-law Mike 
Block and Cory Weiss, Linda Ness – Karen Lind’s sister, Liz Anderson – Ron Anderson’s 
sister-in-law, Clifford Berkhus  - LaVonne Black’s cousin, Gayle Lee – friend of Connie 
Rawls, Tom Phillips - family of Scott and Pastor Caroline Strand, Marilyn Dolezal, Jeanne 
Roen, Edna Mae Lewis, Judy - Curt Meyer’s sister, Rose – Lenora Scheer’s niece, Greg 
Nelson, Fern Softing, all who are suffering with COVID, and those we name in our hearts 
before you. Assure them of your promises. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Praise to you for the joy of your resurrection! Fill this assembly with joy as we are called 
your beloved in baptism. Multiply that joy so that we share it at home, at work, and in 
our community. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

Praise to you for your faithfulness revealed in the resurrection! Fill us with trust, that we 
join with our Bishops Elizabeth and Tessa and all your disciples and the saints and all 
who have gone before us in proclaiming: “your mercy endures forever!” Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-
ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

Easter Hymn 
 

             The Day of Resurrection! #361 
    Text: John of Damascus 
      Music: German melody 

                    Used with permission in accordance with CCLI License #11023422 and/or One License #A-736849 

 
The day of resurrection! 
Earth, tell it out abroad; 
The Passover of gladness, 

The Passover of God. 
From death to life eternal, 



 
 
 

From sin’s dominion free, 
Our Christ has brought us over, 

With hymns of victory. 

Our hearts be purged from evil, 
That we may see aright 
The Lord in rays eternal 

Of resurrection light; 
And list’ning to His accents, 
May hear, so calm and plain, 

His own “All hail!” and, hearing, 
May raise the victor strain. 

Now let the heavens be joyful! 
Let earth the song begin! 

The round world keep high triumph, 
And all that is therein! 

Let all things seen and unseen 
Their notes in gladness blend, 
For Christ the Lord has risen, 

Our joy that has no end. 

All praise to God the Father, 
All praise to Christ the Son, 
All praise to God the Spirit. 

Eternal Three in One! 
Let all the ransomed number 
Fall down before the throne, 
And honor, power, and glory 

Ascribe to God alone! 
 
 

Offering 

Please place today’s offering in the offering plate as you depart the sanctuary.                      
Thank you for your gifts to God’s ministry. 

 
Holy Communion 

 
Great Thanksgiving page 144 (sung) 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 



 
 
 

Easter Preface 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, 
almighty and merciful God,  
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, 
the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin, 
who in dying has destroyed death,  
and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, 
with earth and sea and all their creatures, 
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
(Sung) 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Words of Institution 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Let us pray together the pray we have been taught.  

Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed by thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation 

and deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory. 

Forever and ever. Amen.  

Invitation to Communion 
The risen Christ invites us to his table. 
Eat and be satisfied. 
 
We Eat Together 

Prayer after Communion 
Wellspring of joy, 
through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. 



 
 
 

Satisfy the hunger still around us, 
and send us as joyful witnesses, 
that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

 Sending Hymn 

           Thine Is the Glory, #376   
Text: Edmond Budry 

          Music: George Frideric Handel 

Used with permission in accordance with CCLI License #11023422 and/or One License #A-736849 

 

Thine is the glory, 
Risen, conquering Son; 
Endless is the victory 

Thou o’er death hast won! 
Angels in bright raiment 
Rolled the stone away, 

Kept the folded grave-clothes 
Where Thy body lay. 

Thine is the glory, 
Risen, conquering Son; 
Endless is the victory 

Thou o’er death hast won! 

Lo, Jesus meets us, 
Risen from the tomb! 

Lovingly He greets thee, 
Scatters fear and gloom; 

Let His church with gladness, 
Hymns of triumph sing, 
For the Lord now liveth; 
Death hath lost its sting! 

Thine is the glory, 
Risen, conquering Son; 
Endless is the victory 

Thou o’er death hast won! 

No more we doubt Thee, 
Glorious Prince of life; 

Life is naught without Thee; 
Aid us in our strife; 



 
 
 

Make us more than conquerors, 
Through Thy deathless love; 
Bring us safe through Jordan 

To Thy home above. 

Thine is the glory, 
 Risen, conquering Son; 
 Endless is the victory 

 Thou o’er death hast won! 

       Blessing 

May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead 
raise you to new life, fill you with hope, 
and turn your mourning into dancing. 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 

      Dismissal 
Christ is risen, just as he said. 
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 
Postlude                                          “Thine Is the Glory”                                     Brian Glycannon         

pub. by Lorenz Publishing 
 

Reader:  Karen Lind 
 
Special Trumpet Music:  Cam Merkel and William Merkel 
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