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Greeting 
On the night of his betrayal, Jesus gave us a new commandment, to love one another as 

he loves us. Write this commandment in our hearts and give us the will to serve others 

as he was the servant of all. 

 

Part 1 – Passover 

An Old Testament reading from the 12th Chapter of Exodus 

 

 



11 This is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff 
in your hand; and you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the passover of the LORD. 
 12 For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike down every 
firstborn in the land of Egypt, both human beings and animals; on all the gods of Egypt I 
will execute judgments: I am the LORD. 
 13 The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live: when I see the blood, 
I will pass over you, and no plague shall destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt. 
 14 This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a festival to 
the LORD; throughout your generations you shall observe it as a perpetual ordinance.  

(Exodus 12:11-14 NRSV) 
 

 
The Gospel reading from the book of Luke, the 22nd Chapter 
 
Where is the guest room, where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?"' 
 12 He will show you a large room upstairs, already furnished. Make preparations for us 
there." 
 13 So they went and found everything as he had told them; and they prepared the 
Passover meal. 
 14 When the hour came, he took his place at the table, and the apostles with him. 
 15 He said to them, "I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer; 
 16 for I tell you, I will not eat it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God." 
 (Luke 22:11-16 NRSV) 
 
 

A poem for Maundy Thursday 
In the Upper Room 

by 
R. Lyle Johnson 

The Passover feast celebrated. Israel's deliverance on that day. 
An unblemished lamb sacrificed. The destroying angel, who was stayed. 

In a quiet upper room in Jerusalem. Candles and oil lamps dimly lit. 
It was the evening. The Lamb of God, twelve apostles, they gathered to sit. 

Worshiping softly, a prayer offered with grace. 
Followed by hymns, the Spirit they embraced. 

A table, with white woven linen. Spread with special care. 
Unleavened bread, on a plate. A cup of wine, they would share. 



Christ bowed his head, a tear left his eye. 
He taught them the sacrament, an eternal oath implied. 

Of a body to be bruised, and blood to be spent. 
To capture all sins, of those willing to repent. 

The King taught of a path, made strait and clear. 
That the evils of acts of Satan, would not conquer by fear. 

The Redeemer reminded them, of endless glories sublime! 
Life's purpose, eternal blessings, a Father's love divine! 

He gave them a promise, to strengthen when weak. 
His Spirit forever present, to them who are meek. 

And then, the Son of Man, He left the upper room. 
Walked to the Garden, later carried to the tomb. 

Resurrecting in glory! Conquering the grave! 
He trusted in his believers, to always be brave! 

Taking the Sacrament! Keeping covenants made! 
That our faith in Him, would never fade! 

© A Place to Ponder, 2016 

Part 2 – The Foot Washing 
A reading from the 13th Chapter of John 
 
3 Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had 

come from God and was going to God, 

4 got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself. 

5 Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples' feet and to wipe 

them with the towel that was tied around him. 

6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, "Lord, are you going to wash my feet?" 

7 Jesus answered, "You do not know now what I am doing, but later you will 

understand." 



8 Peter said to him, "You will never wash my feet." Jesus answered, "Unless I wash you, 

you have no share with me." 

9 Simon Peter said to him, "Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!" 

10 Jesus said to him, "One who has bathed does not need to wash, except for the feet, 

but is entirely clean. And you are clean, though not all of you." 

11 For he knew who was to betray him; for this reason he said, "Not all of you are clean." 

12 After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he 

said to them, "Do you know what I have done to you? 

13 You call me Teacher and Lord-- and you are right, for that is what I am. 

14 So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one 

another's feet. 

15 For I have set you an example, that you also should do as I have done to you. (John 

13:3-15 NRSV) 

 
 

Hymn for the Remembrance of Foot Washing – 

    Great God, Your Love Has Called Us (vs. 1 & 4)                  ELW #358 
 

Part 3 – The Last Supper and Holy Communion 
A reading from the 22nd Chapter of Luke (Words of Institution) 

 

Holy Communion 

As Jesus has said, we hear his Words of Institution: 17 Then he took a cup, and after 

giving thanks he said, "Take this and divide it among yourselves; 

 18 for I tell you that from now on I will not drink of the fruit of the vine until the 
kingdom of God comes." 
 19 Then he took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it 
to them, saying, "This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of 
me." 
 20 And he did the same with the cup after supper, saying, "This cup that is poured out 
for you is the new covenant in my blood.  (Luke 22:17-20 NRSV)  
 

Lord’s Prayer 

Let us pray together: 



Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil, 
for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Invitation to Commune 
Jesus draws the whole world to himself. 

You have heard his words as we are invited to his table. Come to this meal and be fed. 

 

We Eat Together 
 

Communion Hymn               I Am the Bread of Life                                      ELW #485 

 

Part 4 – In the Garden 

A reading from the 14th Chapter of Mark. 
 

32 They went to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to his disciples, "Sit here while I 
pray." 
 33 He took with him Peter and James and John, and began to be distressed and agitated. 
 34 And he said to them, "I am deeply grieved, even to death; remain here, and keep 
awake." 
 35 And going a little farther, he threw himself on the ground and prayed that, if it were 
possible, the hour might pass from him. 
 36 He said, "Abba, Father, for you all things are possible; remove this cup from me; yet, 
not what I want, but what you want." 
 37 He came and found them sleeping; and he said to Peter, "Simon, are you asleep? 
Could you not keep awake one hour? 
 38 Keep awake and pray that you may not come into the time of trial; the spirit indeed is 
willing, but the flesh is weak." 
 39 And again he went away and prayed, saying the same words. 
 40 And once more he came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were very heavy; 
and they did not know what to say to him. 
 41 He came a third time and said to them, "Are you still sleeping and taking your rest? 
Enough! The hour has come; the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. 
 42 Get up, let us be going. See, my betrayer is at hand." (Mark 14:32-42 NRSV) 

 



Hymn while in the Garden   Go to Dark Gethsemane (vs 1 & 2)        ELW #347  

 

Part 5 – The Betrayals 
 

The Betrayal by Judas  

A reading from the 14th Chapter of Mark 

 

Then Judas Iscariot, who was one of the twelve, went to the chief priests in order to 
betray him to them. 
 11 When they heard it, they were greatly pleased, and promised to give him money. So 
he began to look for an opportunity to betray him. 
 43 Immediately, while he was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, arrived; and with 
him there was a crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests, the scribes, and 
the elders. 
 44 Now the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, "The one I will kiss is the man; arrest 
him and lead him away under guard." 
 45 So when he came, he went up to him at once and said, "Rabbi!" and kissed him. 
(Mark 14:10-11, 43-45 NRSV) 

 

The Denial by Peter  

A second reading from the 14th Chapter of Mark 
 
66 While Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the servant-girls of the high priest 
came by. 
 67 When she saw Peter warming himself, she stared at him and said, "You also were 
with Jesus, the man from Nazareth." 
 68 But he denied it, saying, "I do not know or understand what you are talking about." 
And he went out into the forecourt. Then the cock crowed. 
 69 And the servant-girl, on seeing him, began again to say to the bystanders, "This man 
is one of them." 
 70 But again he denied it. Then after a little while the bystanders again said to Peter, 
"Certainly you are one of them; for you are a Galilean." 
 71 But he began to curse, and he swore an oath, "I do not know this man you are talking 
about." 
 72 At that moment the cock crowed for the second time. Then Peter remembered that 

Jesus had said to him, "Before the cock crows twice, you will deny me three times." And 

he broke down and he wept.  (Mark 14:66-72 NRSV) 

 

Hymn of the Betrayals           Ah, Holy Jesus (vs. 1 & 2)                      ELW #349   



Part 6 – The Arrest 
A reading from the 26th Chapter of Matthew 

 
50 Jesus said to him, "Friend, do what you are here to do." Then they came and laid 
hands on Jesus and arrested him. 
 51 Suddenly, one of those with Jesus put his hand on his sword, drew it, and struck the 
slave of the high priest, cutting off his ear. 
 52 Then Jesus said to him, "Put your sword back into its place; for all who take the sword 
will perish by the sword. 
 53 Do you think that I cannot appeal to my Father, and he will at once send me more 
than twelve legions of angels? 
 54 But how then would the scriptures be fulfilled, which say it must happen in this way?" 
 55 At that hour Jesus said to the crowds, "Have you come out with swords and clubs to 
arrest me as though I were a bandit? Day after day I sat in the temple teaching, and you 
did not arrest me. 
 56 But all this has taken place, so that the scriptures of the prophets may be fulfilled." 
Then all the disciples deserted him and fled.  (Matthew 26:50-56 NRSV) 

 

 

A Poem for the Arrest of Jesus 
 

The Arrest in the Garden 
by 

Maria Valatorta  
 

Just in time to appear in order  

the guards headed by Judas 

burst into the little square 

lighting it up sinisterly with many torches. 

It is a horde of bandits disguised as soldiers, 

who look like jail-birds and grin like devils. 

There is also an odd champion of the Temple. 

All the apostles jump to one corner. 

Peter in front, the others behind him in a group. 

Jesus remains where He was. 

 

Judas approaches Jesus, enduring the glance of His eyes, 



which have become the flashing eyes of His best days. 

And he does not lower his face either. 

On the contrary, he approaches the Master 

with the smile of a hyena and kisses His right cheek. 

 

 
Postlude                                      Beneath the Cross of Jesus                                      Dale Wood 

Pub. by Sacred Music Press, a division of Lorenz Corporation 

 

Stripping of the Altar 
 

Depart in Silence 
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