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Welcome & Prayer of the Day 

 

We Raise Our Hosannas 

 Hosanna!  Hosanna! 

 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna! 

 

 

  

 



Welcome 

This week, the center of the church’s year, is one of the striking contrasts:  Jesus rides into 

Jerusalem surrounded by shouts of glory, only to be left alone to die on the cross, abandoned 

by even his closest friends.  The gospels present Jesus in his complete human vulnerability:  

agitated, grieved, scared, forsaken.  Though we lament Christ’s suffering and all human 

suffering, we also expect God’s salvation:  in the wine and bread, Jesus promises that his death 

will mark a new covenant with all people.  We enter this holy week thirsty for the completion of 

God’s astonishing work. 

 

Prayer of the Day: 

Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race, you sent our Lord Jesus Christ to 

take on our nature and to suffer death on the cross.  In your mercy, enable us to share in his 

obedience to your will and in the glorious victory of his resurrection.  Sovereign God, you have 

established your rule in the human heart through the servanthood of Jesus Christ.  By your 

spirit, keep us in the joyful procession of those who, with their tongues, confess Jesus as Lord 

and with their lives, praise him as Savior.  O God of mercy and might, in the mystery of the 

passion of your Son, you offer your infinite life to the world.  Gather us around the cross of 

Christ and preserve us until the resurrection, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, on God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People: 

Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all in need. 

(Brief silence) 

In Jesus, you came among us as a suffering servant.  Give your church humility.  Redeem your  

people from pride and the certainty that we always know your will.  Heal us and 

empower us to confess Christ crucified.  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

In creation, life springs from death.  Redeem your creation awaiting resurrection:  restore lost  

habitats and endangered species.  Create new possibilities for areas affected by climate 

change, grant relief from natural disasters, and nurture new growth. Hear us, O God.  

Your mercy is great. 

Jesus was handed over to the powers of this world.  In all nations, instruct the powerful, that  

they would not exploit their power but maintain justice.  Sustain soldiers, and guide those 

who command them, that they serve those in greatest need.  Hear us, O God.  Your 

mercy is great. 

On the cross Jesus joined all who feel forsaken.  Abide with those who are condemned to  

death.  Defend those who are falsely accused.  Console and strengthen those who are 

mocked or bullied.  Accompany all who suffer, especially LouAnn Dutt’s son, Paul III, 

and her two sons-in-law, Mike Block and Cory Weiss, Linda Ness – Karen Lind’s sister, 

Liz Anderson – Ron Anderson’s sister-in-law, Clifford Berkhus – LaVonne Black’s 

cousin, Gayle Lee – friend of Connie Rawls, Tom Phillips – family of Scott and Pastor 

Caroline Strand, Marilyn Dolezal, Jeanne Roen, Edna Mae Lewis, Judy – Curt Meyer’s 

sister, Rose – Lenora Scheer’s niece, Greg Turner, Fern Softing, all who are suffering 

with COVID, and those we name in our hearts before you; grant respite and renewal.  

Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

You called followers to tend Jesus’ body in death.  Sustain hospice workers and funeral  



directors.  Bless this congregation’s ministries at times of death; those who plan and 

lead funerals, those who prepare meals, all who offer support in grief.  Hear us, O God.  

Your mercy is great. 

You inspired the centurion to confess Jesus as your Son.  We praise you for the faith you have  

given to people of all places and times.  Give us also such faith to trust the promises of 

baptism and, with them, to look for the resurrection of the dead.  Hear us, O God.  Your 

mercy is great. 

We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 

 

 

The Cry of the Whole Congregation 
Worship for the Way to the Cross 

*Copyright © 1984 Walter Wangerin, Jr.  Used by permission.  Adapted from the book Ragman and Other Cries of 

Faith published by HarperSanFrancisco. 

 

BOLD PARTS TO BE READ BY CONGREGATION, AS WELL  

AS PARTS FOR WOMEN AND MEN OF THE CONGREGATION. 
 

1. Entry into Jerusalem – The Palm Sunday Procession 
NARRATOR: When Jesus drew near to Bethphage and Bethany, at the mount that is called  

Olivet, he sent ahead two of his disciples, saying, “Go into the village opposite.  

There you will find a colt tied, on which no one has ever yet sat; untie it and bring 

it here.  If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ you shall say, ‘The Lord 

needs it.’”  Those who were sent ahead went and found it just as he had told 

them. 

 

PEOPLE: AND AS THEY WERE UNTYING THE COLT, ITS OWNERS SAID TO THEM,  

“WHY ARE YOU UNTYING THE COLT?” 

 

PETER: And they said, “The Lord has need of it.”  And they brought it to Jesus, and  

throwing their garments on the colt, they set Jesus upon it. 

 
NARRATOR: And as he rode along, they spread their garments on the road.  As he was now 

coming close, at the descent of the Mount of Olives, the whole multitude of the 

disciples began to rejoice and to praise God with a loud voice for all the mighty 

works that they had seen, saying: 

 

(please raise palms as you sing the refrain) 

HYMN                                  All Glory, Laud, and Honor                    ELW #344  

 

PHARISEE: Now, some of the Pharisees in the multitude cried to Him, "Teacher, rebuke your 

disciples!  They are calling you ‘Lord’ and ‘the Christ.’  Tell them to shut up!" 



NARRATOR: He answered, "I tell you, if these were silent the very stones themselves would 

cry out." 

As Jesus approached Jerusalem and saw the city, he wept over it and said, "If 

you, even you, had only known on this day what would bring you peace - but now 

it is hidden from your eyes.  

The days will come upon you when your enemies will build an embankment 

against you and encircle you and hem you in on every side.  They will dash you 

to the ground, you and the children within your walls.  They will not leave one 

stone on another, because you did not recognize the time of God's coming to 

you." 

 

2. The Preparation and the Eating of the Last Supper 
 

NARRATOR: Now, the feast of Unleavened Bread, called the Passover, was approaching, and 

the chief priests and the teachers of the law were looking for some way to get rid 

of Jesus, for they were afraid of the people.   

JUDAS: Then Satan entered Judas called Iscariot, who was one of the twelve disciples.  

And Judas went to the chief priests and the officers of the temple guard and 

discussed with them how he might betray Jesus.  They were delighted and 

agreed to give him money.  He consented, and watched for an opportunity to 

hand Jesus over to them when no crowd was present. 

NARRATOR: Then came the day of Unleavened Bread, on which the Passover lamb had to be 

sacrificed.  Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, “Go and make reparations for us 

to eat the Passover.  

PETER: They said to him, “But where, Lord?   Where will you have us prepare it, and 

what are we to do?” 

NARRATOR: He replied, "As you enter the city, a man carrying a jar of water will meet you.  

Follow him to the house that he enters, and say to the owner of the house, 'The 

Teacher asks: Where is the guest room, where I may eat the Passover with my 

disciples?'  He will show you a large upper room, all furnished.  Make 

preparations there."   

They left and found things just as Jesus had told them.  So they prepared the 

Passover.  When the hour came, Jesus and his apostles reclined at the table.  

And he said to them, "I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before 

I suffer.  For I tell you, I will not eat it again until it finds fulfillment in the kingdom 

of God."   

And he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, "This is 

my body given for you, but the hand of him who is going to betray me is with 

mine on the table.  The Son of Man will go as it has been decreed, but woe to the 

man who betrays him." 



PEOPLE: AND THEY BEGAN TO QUESTION, "WHO, LORD?  WHO IS TO BETRAY 

YOU?  IS IT I?  IS IT I?" 

NARRATOR: He answered, "He who has dipped his hand in the dish with me will betray me.  

Oh, it would have been better for that man if he had not been born." 

JUDAS: Judas, who betrayed him, said, "Is it I, Master?" 

NARRATOR: Jesus said to him, "You have said so." 

PETER: Simon Peter was indignant.  "But not I!" he said.  And he declared, "Though they 

all fall away from you, I will never leave you." 

NARRATOR: "Peter, truly I say to you, this very night, before the cock crows, you will deny me 

three times." 

PETER: Peter said to him, "Even if I must die with you, I will never deny you!" 

PEOPLE:  AND ALL OF THE DISCIPLES SAID THE SAME THING, OVER AND OVER 

AGAIN. 

Offering 

Please place your offering in the  
offering plate as you depart the sanctuary. 

 
 

HYMN                   Just As I Am, without One Plea                                   ELW #592 
 
 

3. The Agony in the Garden 
 

NARRATOR: Jesus went out as usual to the Mount of Olives, and his disciples followed him.   

On reaching the place, he said to them, "Pray that you will not fall into 

temptation."  

PEOPLE: LEAD US NOT INTO TEMPTATION, BUT DELIVER US, DELIVER US. 

NARRATOR: He withdrew about a stone's throw beyond them, knelt down and prayed,  

"Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be 

done." 

PEOPLE: OUR FATHER WHO ART IN HEAVEN, HALLOWED BE THY NAME.  THY 

KINGDOM COME.  THY WILL BE DONE.  THY WILL BE DONE.  THY WILL 

BE DONE --  

NARRATOR: When he rose from prayer and went back to the disciples, he found them asleep, 

exhausted from sorrow, and he said to them, "Why are you sleeping?  Get up 

and pray so that you will not fall into temptation." 



PEOPLE: LEAD US NOT INTO TEMPTATION, BUT DELIVER US FROM EVIL, EVEN 

THE EVIL WITHIN OURSELVES. 

JUDAS: While he was still speaking, there came a crowd, and the man called Judas, one 

of the Twelve, was leading them.  He drew near to Jesus to kiss him. 

NARRATOR: But Jesus said to him, "Judas, would you betray the Son of Man with a kiss?" 

JUDAS:   Judas said, "Hail Master." 

PEOPLE: WHEN THE DISCIPLES SAW WHAT WAS GOING TO HAPPEN, THEY SAID, 

"LORD, SHOULD WE STRIKE WITH OUR SWORDS?" 

PETER: And one of them struck the servant of the high priest, cutting off his right ear. 

NARRATOR: But Jesus answered, "No more of this!"  And he touched the man's ear and 

healed him. 

PEOPLE: FORGIVE US OUR TRESPASSES AS WE FORGIVE THOSE WHO 

TRESSPASS AGAINST US. 

NARRATOR: Jesus said to the chief priests, the officers of the temple guard, and the elders, 

who had come for him, "Every day I was with you in the temple courts, and you 

did not lay a hand on me.  But this is your hour - when darkness reigns."  Then 

they seized him. 

 

HYMN                                        Go to Dark Gethsemane (vs 1)        ELW #347 

 

4.  The Judgment  
 

NARRATOR: Then they seized him and led him away, bringing him to the High Priest's house. 

PETER: Peter followed at a distance.  But when they had kindled a fire in the middle of 

the courtyard and had sat down together, Peter sat among them. 

PEOPLE: THEN A MAID, SEEING HIM SIT IN THE LIGHT, SAID,  "THIS MAN WAS 

WITH HIM." 

PETER: But he denied it, saying, "Woman, I do not know him." 

PEOPLE: AND A LITTLE LATER SOMEONE ELSE SAW HIM AND SAID, "YOU ALSO 

ARE ONE OF THEM." 

PETER: But Peter said, "Man, I am not!" 

PEOPLE: AN HOUR LATER ANOTHER INSISTED, SAYING, “CERTAINLY THIS MAN 

WAS ALSO WITH HIM, FOR HE IS A GALILEAN." 

PETER: But Peter said, "Man, I do not know what you are saying!" 



NARRATOR: And immediately, while Peter was still speaking, the cock crowed.  And the Lord 

turned and looked at Peter. 

PETER: And Peter remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said to him, "Before the 

cock crows today, you will deny me three times."  And he went out and he wept 

bitterly. 

NARRATOR: Now the men, who were holding Jesus mocked him and beat him, blindfolded 

him and demanded: 

PEOPLE: "PROPHESY!  WHO HIT YOU?" 

NARRATOR: And they said many other insulting things to him.  When the day came, the 

assembly of the elders of the people gathered together and led him to their 

council. 

PEOPLE: AND THEY SAID, "IF YOU ARE THE CHRIST, TELL US." 

NARRATOR: But he said to them, "If I tell you, you will not believe; and if I ask you now, you 

will not answer.  But from now on the Son of Man will be seated at the right hand 

of the mighty God." 

PEOPLE: AND THEY SAID, "BLASPHEMY!  WHAT FURTHER TESTIMONY DO WE 

NEED?  WE HAVE HEARD IT OURSELVES FROM HIS OWN LIPS.  

BLASPHEMY! BLASPHEMY! 

 

HYMN                                       Go to Dark Gethsemane (vs 2)        ELW #347 

 

5. Dawn Friday:  Jesus Before Pilate  
 

NARRATOR: Then the whole company of them arose and brought him before Pontius Pilate.   

PEOPLE: AND THEY BEGAN TO CURSE HIM, SAYING, "WE FOUND THIS MAN 

PERVERTING OUR NATION.  HE OPPOSES PAYMENT OF TAXES TO 

CEASAR AND CLAIMS TO BE CHRIST THE KING!" 

PILATE: And Pilate asked him, "Are you the King of the Jews?" 

NARRATOR: Jesus answered him, "Yes, it is as you say." 

PILATE: And Pilate said to the Chief Priests and the crowd, "I find no crime in this man." 

PEOPLE:  BUT THEY WERE URGENT, SAYING, "HE STIRS UP THE PEOPLE ALL 

OVER JUDEA BY HIS TEACHING.   HE STARTED IN GALILEE AND HAS 

COME ALL THE WAY HERE." 



PILATE: And when Pilate heard that he was a Galilean, of Herod's jurisdiction, he sent 

him to Herod. 

NARRATOR: Then Herod and his soldiers ridiculed and mocked him.  Dressing him in an 

elegant robe, they sent him back to Pilate. 

PILATE: Pilate said to the rulers of the people, "You brought me this man as one who was 

inciting people to rebellion.  I have examined him in your presence and have 

found no basis for your charges against him.  He has done nothing to deserve 

death.  Therefore, I will punish him and then release him." 

PEOPLE: WITH ONE VOICE THEY CRIED OUT, "AWAY WITH THIS MAN!  AWAY!  

AWAY!  RELEASE BARABBAS TO US! 

NARRATOR: Barabbas?!  A man who had been thrown into prison for insurrection and 

murder? 

PILATE: Pilate addressed them once more, desiring to release Jesus --  

PEOPLE: BUT THEY SHOUTED OUT, "CRUCIFY HIM!    CRUCIFY HIM!!! 

PILATE: "Why?  What crime has this man committed?  I have found in him no grounds for 

the death penalty.  I'll punish him.  I’ll release him -” 

PEOPLE: BUT THEY WERE URGENT, DEMANDING WITH LOUD CRIES THAT HE 

SHOULD BE CRUCIFIED. 

NARRATOR: And their voices prevailed. 

PILATE: So Pilate decided to grant their demand.  He released the man who had been 

jailed for murder.  But Jesus, he delivered up to their will. 

 

HYMN                                           Ah, Holy Jesus                                  ELW #349 

 

6.  Friday Morning: Crucifixion 
 

NARRATOR: Jesus was handed to the soldiers and the crowd, that they might have their way 

with him. 

MEN: AND AS THEY LED HIM AWAY, THEY SEIZED SIMON OF CYRENE, WHO 

WAS COMING IN FROM THE COUNTRY, AND PUT THE CROSS ON HIM 

AND MADE HIM CARRY IT BEHIND JESUS. 

WOMEN: A LARGE NUMBER OF PEOPLE FOLLOWED HIM, INCLUDING WOMEN 

WHO MOURNED AND WAILED. 

NARRATOR: But Jesus turning to them said, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me;  

  weep for yourselves and for your children."  Two other men, both criminals, were  



  also led out with him to be executed.  When they came to the place called the  

  Skull, they crucified Him, along with the criminals - one on his right, the other on  

  his left Jesus said, "Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do." 

WOMEN:   FORGIVE US OUR TRESPASSES. 

MEN:    AND THEY CAST LOTS TO DIVIDE HIS GARMENTS. 

WOMEN:   FORGIVE US OUR TRESPASSES. 

MEN:   AND THE PEOPLE STOOD BY, WATCHING.  BUT THE RULERS SCOFFED 

AT HIM SAYING, "HE SAVED OTHERS:  LET HIM SAVE HIMSELF, IF HE IS 

GOD’S SON!" 

WOMEN:   FORGIVE US OUR TRESPASSES. 

MEN:   THE SOLDIERS ALSO MOCKED HIM, COMING UP AND OFFERING HIM 

VINEGAR. 

WOMEN:   THERE WAS WRITTEN NOTICE ABOVE HIM, WHICH READ:  “THIS IS THE 

KING OF THE JEWS.” 

MEN:   FORGIVE US OUR TRESPASSES.  FORGIVE US, O LORD, OUR 

TRESPASSES! 

JUDAS: One of the criminals who was hanged with him railed at him saying, "Are you not 

the Christ?  Save yourself and us!” 

PETER: But the other rebuked him saying, "Do you not fear God, since you are under the 

same sentence?  We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds 

deserve.  But this man has done nothing wrong."  And he said, "Jesus, 

remember me when You come into Your kingdom." 

PEOPLE: FORGIVE US OUR TRESPASSES, DELIVER US FROM EVIL.  FOR THINE IS 

THE KINGDOM – 

NARRATOR: And Jesus said to him – “Truly, truly I say to you --" 

PEOPLE:   AND THE POWER AND THE GLORY -- 

NARRATOR: "Today you will be with me in Paradise." 

PEOPLE: FOREVER AND EVER.  AMEN! 

 

HYMN                               What a Friend We Have in Jesus                               ELW #742  

 

NARRATOR: It was now about the sixth hour -- and there was darkness over the whole land 

until the ninth hour, while the sun's light failed…And the curtain of the temple was 

torn in two, from the top to the bottom… Then Jesus, crying with a loud voice, 



said, "Father, into your hands I commit my spirit."  When he had said this, he 

breathed his last.   

NARRATOR: And all the people who had assembled to see the sight,  

PEOPLE: WHEN THEY SAW WHAT HAD TAKEN PLACE, RETURNED HOME IN 

AGONY. 

WOMEN:   AND ALL THOSE WHO KNEW HIM, INCLUDING THE WOMEN WHO HAD 

FOLLOWED HIM FROM GALILEE, STOOD AT A DISTANCE AND SAW 

THESE THINGS. 

 

7.  Late Friday Afternoon:  Burial 
 

PILATE: Now there was a man named Joseph from the town of Arimathea, a righteous 

man, one looking for the kingdom of God.  This man went to Pilate and asked for 

the body of Jesus.  Then he and a man named Nicodemus, took it down and 

wrapped it in a linen shroud, and laid him in a tomb cut in the rock, one in which 

no one had yet been laid. 

NARRATOR: It was the day of Preparation, and the Sabbath was beginning. 

WOMEN: THE WOMEN WHO HAD COME WITH HIM FROM GALILEE FOLLOWED, 

AND SAW THE TOMB AND HOW HIS BODY WAS LAID.  THEN THEY 

RETURNED AND PREPARED SPICES AND OINTMENTS --  

NARRATOR: On the Sabbath they rested according to the commandment. 

 

CLOSING HYMN                           O Sacred Head, Now Wounded         ELW #351 

GO IN PEACE… 

Postlude                                       What a Friend We Have in Jesus            Martha Sherrill Kelsey 

pub. by Lorenz Publishing Co. 
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