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Based on Psalm 51 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Greeting 

 

The grace and peace of the Lord, our God, who is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, 

and abounding in steadfast love. 

 

Prayer for Tonight 

 

O God, with steadfast love you draw us to yourself, and in mercy you receive our 
prayers. Strengthen us to bring forth the fruits of the Spirit, that through life and death 
we may live in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
Lenten Hymn 

 

O God of March, God of Light   
Text: Godfrey Thring 

Music: Joseph Barnby 
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O God of mercy, God of light, 

in love and mercy infinite, 

teach us, as ever in your sight, 



to live our lives in you. 

 

You sent your Son to die for all, 

that our lost world might hear your call; 

oh, hear us lest we stray and fall! 

We rest our hope in you.  

 

that fallen man might live thereby, 

O hear us, for to thee we cry, 

in hope, O Lord, to thee. 

 

Teach us the lesson Jesus taught, 

to feel for those his blood has bought, 

that every deed and word and thought 

may work a work for you. 

 

Psalm 51:7-9 (NRSV) 

 

The Psalm reading for tonight is verses 7-12  of Psalm 51. 

 
7 Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 
8 Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones that you have crushed rejoice. 
9 Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities.  
10 Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within me. 
11 Do not cast me away from your presence, and do not take your holy spirit from me. 
12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and sustain in me a willing spirit. (Psalm 51:7-12 

NRSV) 
 

 

Gospel 

 

The Gospel for tonight is from the 6th Chapter of John. 

 
7 He called the twelve and began to send them out two by two, and gave them authority 
over the unclean spirits. 
  12 So they went out and proclaimed that all should repent. 
 13 They cast out many demons, and anointed with oil many who were sick and cured 
them. 
 (Mark 6:12-13 NRSV) 



 

Word of God. Word of Life. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Homily 

The Plea for Repentance Continues 

 

 This week, our journey through Psalm 51 continues. We have seen King David 

confess what he has done with Bathsheba, a sin against God. David is guilty and filled 

with shame. Where does he go from here? What comes next after he’s confessed and is 

hauling around the heavy burden of his sin? 

 

 Tonight, we will look as David continues to pray for forgiveness. However, the 

restoration he is seeking is gentle – what one expects from God, even though he surely 

does not deserve gentle punishment. David deserves exactly the opposite - punishment 

equivalent with the weight of his sins. And those sins are grave; trickery and betrayal, 

adultery, and the plot to kill and murder someone in the way of David’s desires and 

satisfaction - his fleeting pleasures. 

 

 As David continues to pray for forgiveness, he realizes the need for confession. 

But confession alone is not enough. He wishes to be purged of his sinful desires. Hyssop 

cleanses gently and will restore David to the state of purity, at least temporarily. When 

we hear he wants to be cleansed “whiter than snow,” we are shown a metaphorical 

view of a white garment stained with sin.  

 

 It’s interesting. David is the king. He has power, wealth, and the world at his 

command, but his life is joyless. He has everything, but the burden of his sins weighs 

him down like a ton of bricks strapped to his feet as he jumps and is pulled down by 

waves in an ocean. David confesses; “Hide your face from my sins and blot out my 

iniquities.” For David, the good news is God’s intervention - God restores those who cry 

out for mercy. 

 

 From David to each of us, this is our experience, too. 

 

 So, through our confession, spoken publicly or privately, and through prayer, we 

confess what we have done because any sin can be forgiven. And God hears our every 

prayer. So just what do we pray? The final four verses from tonight’s Psalm are the 

perfect prayer after we’ve confessed. “Create in me a clean heart, O God.” Take away all 



my sins, God. Make my heart, my mind, my soul, my whole being right with you, God. 

Next, our prayer asks for a new, restored spirit, something only God can accomplish.  

  

 Keep your Holy Spirit ever within my whole being and give me the spirit to be 

living according to Your will. And restore me the joy of your restoration. I know, God of 

all, I will never forget my sin but I am comforted by the salvation you have promised me. 

That is indeed quite a prayer which is answered by the power of Christ’s death and 

resurrection and the strength of God’s mercy and grace. All we need to do is ask for 

forgiveness for that which we have knowingly committed. We must have faith and that 

is our doing - the rest is done by God. 

 

 One more thing God tells us, as God told David, is that joy and gladness of life will 

return. We will no longer be weighed down by our sins. So, remember this my  friends – 

the Lord graciously restores, renews, and promises joy  to those who cry out for grace 

and mercy.  

 

 The story of Psalm 51 will continue next Wednesday, same time, same place…… 

 

   

           Lenten Hymn 

O God of March, God of Light 
Text: Godfrey Thring 

Music: Joseph Barnby 
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For all are kindred, far and wide, 

since Jesus Christ, for all has died: 

grant us the will, and grace provide, 

to love them all in you. 

 

In sickness, sorrow, want or care, 

may we each other’s burdens share; 

may we, where help is needed, there 

give help as unto thee. 

 

And may thy Holy Spirit move 

all those who live to live in love, 

till thou shalt greet in heaven above 

all those who live in you. 
 



 

Lenten Poetry 

 

THE GIFT OF REPENTANCE 

By Cyndie Cegalis 

Thank you Lord for drawing me near 

and opening my eyes to see; 

The sin in which my heart was enslaved 

and in great need to be set free. 

 

The gift of repentance is truly a gift 

For by it I know Your Spirit is in me, 

as He brings me to sorrow over my sin, 

and turns the eyes of my heart towards Thee 

 

It is You the only One and True 

that can set a prisoner free; 

Little by little showing me my sin 

and little by little changing me. 

 

So as I live my life abiding in You, 

and You abiding in me; 

May I find joy in repentance 

for by it I know, Your Spirit is living in me! 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

 

As we have been gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray together the pray we 

have been taught.  

Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation and 

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory. Forever and 

ever. Amen. 

 

 



Blessing 

You are what God made you to be: 
created in Christ Jesus for good works, 
chosen as holy and beloved, 
freed from our sins and 
freed to serve your neighbor. 

God bless you ☩ that you may be a blessing, 
in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity. 

Amen. 

Dismissal 
 

Go in peace knowing we are forgiven. 

Share this Good News.  

Thanks be to God. 
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