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Midweek Lenten Services 2021 

March 3, 2021 

Based on Psalm 51 

 

My 

 
Is ever before me. 

 

Greeting 

 

The grace and peace of the Lord, our God, who is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, 

and abounding in steadfast love. 

 

Prayer for Tonight 

 

Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent our Lord Jesus Christ 
to take on our nature and to suffer death on the cross. In your mercy enable us to share 
in his obedience to your will and in the glorious victory of his resurrection, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
Lenten Hymn 

How Great Thou Art 
Text: Carl G. Boberg 

Music: Swedish folk tune  

 

And when I think, that God, His Son not sparing;  

Sent Him to die, I scarce can take it in;  

That on the Cross, my burden gladly bearing,  

He bled and died to take away my sin. 

 

Then sings my soul, My Savior God, to Thee,  

How great Thou art, How great Thou art. 

Then sings my soul, My Savior God, to Thee,  

How great Thou art, How great Thou art!  
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Psalm 51:3-4 (NRSV) 

 

The Psalm reading for tonight is verses 3 and 4 of Psalm 51. 
 

For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me.  

Against you, you alone, have I sinned, and done what is evil in your sight, so that you are 

justified in your sentence and blameless when you pass judgment. (Psalm 51:3-4 NRSV) 

 

Gospel 

 

The Gospel for tonight is from the 8th Chapter of John. 

Jesus answered them, "Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 
Again he said to them, "I am going away, and you will search for me, but you will die in 
your sin. Where I am going, you cannot come." (John 8: 34, 21 NRSV) 

 

Word of God. Word of Life. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Homily 

 

 When reading the two verses from Psalm 51 and the two verses from the Gospel 

of John, tonight’s Bible readings, all of the promises we’ve received from God and all the 

words of reassurance from Jesus seem to fade away. Our futures, particularly our 

eternal futures, seem to be rather hopeless. The Psalm pictures King David being aware 

of the sins he has committed – the seduction of the beautiful woman, Bathsheba, he’d 

seen bathing. Then the King had Uriah, Bathsheba’s husband, moved to the front of the 

warring lines so he would certainly be killed. Deceiving Uriah ensured his demise so he 

couldn’t stand in the way of David and Bathsheba’s sinful encounters. 

 This story often appears as a beautiful love story it really isn’t. It’s not the story of 

a handsome king and wife of one of the king’s favored warriors. It’s beautiful because 
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we know of God’s tender mercies and love for David. It is not the romantic, live happily-

ever-after kind of story we see in today’s media. 

 This is not a pretty story. David knew he was wrong and made no excuses for his 

sin. Aware of his sin against God, he understood his sins as intentional. From David’s 

words, we can be sure he is feeling the guilt of what he has done and the guilt he can’t 

get rid of. He says, “My sin is ever before me.” 

 The interesting thing in all this, though, is he still has a relationship with God. He 

speaks with God and confesses that what he has done is wrong. David has decided to 

take on God’ view of sin as transgression and evil. He even understands his own nature, 

offensive behavior against God. Can you imagine the pain he might have felt if he had 

fully disregarded God in his life? How hopeless his life may have been? The good news 

for David is he has not given up on the God who loves him. But what happens next, after 

these two verses in Psalm 51, remains to be seen. 

 It is never acceptable to blame others for our own sins against God. Just as 

David’s conscience was a heavy burden, he did not deny what he had done and neither 

should we. When we sin, when we hurt others, we sin against God as well as those we 

hurt. 

 David acknowledged his own sin and made confession to God, and when each of 

us sin, we are to do the same - confess. The good thing is this; God accepts the 
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confessions of those who are truly contrite, whose hearts are deeply burned by their 

sins against God and people, creatures, and the earth. 

 We can see a glimmer of hope in these verses, but the hope has not yet been 

revealed in Psalm 51. 

 In the Gospel for tonight, we hear Jesus’ words, and these words are for his 

followers and for us: "Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 

You will die in your sin.” Everyone who commits sin – doesn’t that mean all people, not 

just a few or some or many? We all sin so each of us is tossed into the bucket of sin. 

What we hear doesn’t sound very hopeful. But what comes next is even harder to take; 

“You will die in your sin.”  

 It is true. Because of the powers of the evil, which caused original sin in the 

Garden of Eden, we die because of our sins. There is no getting around our sin, and 

because of the sins we commit everyday, we must die. That doesn’t sound too 

promising, not very hopeful.  

 King David sinned and we sin. King David felt guilty and remorseful. He confessed 

his sin. We are to confess our sins, too. God heard David’s acknowledgement of his sin 

and his confession. God hears the confession of our sins. And what happens next, we 

will see at the end of this age. 

 The story will continue next week. Same time, same place... 

           Lenten Hymn 



5 
 

Lord Jesus, Think on Me 
Text: Synesius of Cyrene  

Music: W. Daman 
 

 Lord Jesus, think on me, 

and purge away my sin; 

from selfish passions set me free, 

and make me pure within. 

 

Lord Jesus, think on me, 

By anxious oppressed, 

let me Your loving servant be, 

and taste Your promised rest. 

 

Lord Jesus, think on me, 

nor let me go astray; 

through darkness and perplexity 

point out Your chosen way. 

 

Lord Jesus, think on me, 

that, when the flood is past, 

I may eternal brightness see, 

and share Your joy at last. 

 

Lenten Poetry 

The Garden of Sin 

By 

Robert Fuller Murray 
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Lord’s Prayer 

 

As we have been gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray together the pray we 

have been taught.  

Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation and 

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory. Forever and 

ever. Amen. 

Blessing 

You are what God made you to be: 
created in Christ Jesus for good works, 
chosen as holy and beloved, 
freed to serve your neighbor. 

God bless you ☩ that you may be a blessing, 
in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity. 

Amen. 
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Dismissal 
 

Go in peace.  

Thanks be to God. 

                                                                      

Service content is used with One License #A-736849 and CCLI #11023422. 

 


