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Midweek Lenten Services 2021 

February 24, 2021 

Based on Psalm 51 

 

 
 

Greeting 

 

The grace and peace of the Lord, our God, who is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, 

and abounding in steadfast love. 

 

Prayer for Tonight 

 

O God, rich in mercy, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up this fallen world and 
rescued us from the hopelessness of death. Lead us into your light, that all our deeds 
may reflect your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen.  

 
Lenten Hymn 

Our Father, We Have Wandered 
Text: Kevin Nichols 

Music: Hans Leo Hassler 

 

Our Father, we have wandered and hidden from your face; 
In foolishness have squandered your legacy of grace. 
But now in exile dwelling, we rise in fear and shame, 
as distant but compelling, we hear you call our name. 
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And now at length discerning the evil that we do, 
Behold us, Lord, returning with hope and trust, to you. 

In haste you come to meet us, and home rejoicing bring, 
In gladness there to greet us, with calf and robe and ring. 

O Lord of all the living, both banished and restored, 
 

Compassionate, forgiving, and ever-caring Lord, 
Grant now that our transgressing, our faithlessness may cease, 

Stretch out your hand of blessing, in pardon and in peace. 
 

Psalm 51:1-2 (NRSV) 

 

The Psalm reading for tonight is the first two verses of Psalm 51. 

 

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to your abundant 

mercy blot out my transgressions. 2 Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse 

me from my sin.  

Gospel 

 

The Gospel for tonight is from the 9th Chapter of Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
10 And as he sat at dinner in the house, many tax collectors and sinners came and were 

sitting with him and his disciples. 11 When the Pharisees saw this, they said to his 

disciples, "Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?" 12 But when he 

heard this, he said, "Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are 

sick. 13 Go and learn what this means, 'I desire mercy, not sacrifice.' For I have come to 

call not the righteous but sinners."  (Matthew 9:10-13 NRSV) 

 

Word of God. Word of Life. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

Homily 

 

 This year, our theme for our Midweek Lenten services is Psalm 51. This Psalm 

speaks of King David’s sins, but in these two short verses Karen just read, we also see 

how God addresses our sins. Just for a point of reference tonight, we will be talking 
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about our known sins. The other sins are those which are unknown to us - only God is 

aware of these.  

 Unfortunately, sin is part of human nature. We can’t seem to help ourselves, for 

even when we try our darndest, our “dark side” creeps back into our daily lives…a nasty 

thought, a judgement of someone, jealousy of another’s status. And then there’s the big 

sins, the kind that seem unforgivable; sins like murder, rape, theft, adultery. Sin is awful 

but we can’t seem to get away from it. 

 Instead of thinking of sin as sin, how about thinking of sin as rebellion, rebellion 

against God. This is the God who loves, provides, cares for; a God whose mercy seems to 

be beyond the realm of possibility. In the Psalm for tonight, David is filled with guilt and 

his conscience must be agonizing. He cannot even speak the name of God.  

 In his first prayer, David asks God to have pity on him, and then he asks to have 

God “blot out his transgressions.” This does not mean David is not guilty. He is the 

perpetrator of his own sin. He is guilty and the same is true of all of us.  Our rebellion 

against God is first defective thought - and our actions and our practices against God are 

even more defective. Our futures don’t seem positive at this point.   

 Jesus tells his disciples, after overhearing the Pharisees object to Jesus eating 

with the sinners and tax collectors, “Those who are well have no need for a doctor, but 

the sick do.” He goes on to say, “I am not here for the righteous. I am here for the 

sinners.” 

 I gotta say, I’m comforted by these words. As hard as I try, I can’t get away from 

the inherent practice of sin. None of us can. So here we are, in the midst of the 40 days 

of Lent on the road to the cross. Yes, we are guilty. But we need the mercy and grace of 

a God who has mercy on all. May we continue to follow the path to the cross where we 

are surrounded by God’s loving kindness which envelops us like a swirl of beautiful 

fragrance, a cocoon of softest silk.  

 To be continued, next week, same time, same place…     
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Lenten Hymn 

                                                                       God Loved the World  
Text: Bollhagen 

Music: Edward Miller 

God loved the world so that He gave 

His only Son the lost to save, 

That all who would in Him believe 

Should everlasting life receive. 

 

If you are ill, if death draws near 

This truth your troubled heart can cheer: 

Christ Jesus rescues us from Death; 

That is the firmest ground of faith. 

 

Christ Jesus is the Ground of faith, 

Who was made flesh and suffered death; 

All who confide in Christ alone 

Are built on this chief Cornerstone. 

 

Be of good cheer for God’s own Son, 

Forgives all sins that you hast done. 

And, justified by Jesus’ blood, 

Your baptism grants the highest good. 

 

All glory to the Father, 

 Son and Holy Spirit, Three in One! 

To You O blessed Trinity 

Be praise now and eternally! 

 

 

Lenten Poetry 

 

Cured 
By Clinton Herring 

 
There came that day when life was grey, 

Christ's light did shine on me. 
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His blood did cure sin's guilt for sure, 
He set this captive free! 

 
When I was lost, and storm waved tossed 

His light my path He lit. 
 

For Christ my Lord, sin's gap did ford, 
that darken place, sin's pit. 

 
The work He did, sin's guilt He rid, 

My Lord, He conquered all. 
 

With mercy eyes, through tears and cries 
my helpless state He saw. 

 
For I was dead, a captive led, 

this world, its ways and wants. 
 

Yes, trapped was I, He heard my cry, 
I'm freed of Satan's taunts. 

 
So He's the one, my freedom won, 

His blood my gifted cover. 
 

The work all His, great God who IS! 
His love has won me over! 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

 

As we have been gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray together the pray we 

have been taught.  

Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation and 

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory. Forever and 

ever. Amen. 
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Blessing 

You are what God made you to be: 
created in Christ Jesus for good works, 
chosen as holy and beloved, 
freed to serve your neighbor. 

God bless you ☩ that you may be a blessing, 
in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity. 

Amen. 

Dismissal 
 

Go in peace. Share the Good News. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Service content is used with One License #A-736849 and CCLI #11023422. 


