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Elim Lutheran Church 

Service for the First Sunday in Lent 
February 21, 2020 

 

Announcement 

Please join us for drive-through Communion this Wednesday 24, at 

 the south driveway of the church. Communion will be served from 5:30 – 6:15 pm. 

            Greeting  

The grace and peace of the Lord, our God, who is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, 

and abounding in steadfast love.      

 
Gathering Hymn 

I Want Jesus to Walk with Me 
Text and music: African American Spiritual  

Used with permission in accordance with CCLI License #11023422 and/or One License #A-736849 

 

I want Jesus to walk with me 
I want Jesus to walk with me 
All along my pilgrim journey 
I want Jesus to walk with me 

In my trials, Lord, walk with me 
In my trials, Lord, walk with me 

When my heart is almost breaking 
Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me 

When I’m in trouble, Lord, walk with me 
When I’m in trouble, Lord walk with me 

When my head is bowed in sorrow 
Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me 
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The Word 

The Old Testament reading for today is from the 9th Chapter of Genesis.  

8God said to Noah and to his sons with him, 9“As for me, I am establishing my covenant 
with you and your descendants after you, 10and with every living creature that is with 
you, the birds, the domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as many as 
came out of the ark. 11I establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh 
be cut off by the waters of a flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the 
earth.” 12God said, “This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me and you 
and every living creature that is with you, for all future generations: 13I have set my bow 
in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth. 14When I 
bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, 15I will remember my 
covenant that is between me and you and every living creature of all flesh; and the 
waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. 16When the bow is in the 
clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and every 
living creature of all flesh that is on the earth.” 17God said to Noah, “This is the sign of 
the covenant that I have established between me and all flesh that is on the earth.” 
(Genesis 9:8-17) 
 

This ends the Old Testament reading. 
 

 
Today’s Psalm is Psalm 25. 
 
 1To you, O LORD, 
  I lift up my soul. 
 2My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame, 
  nor let my enemies triumph over me. 
 3Let none who look to you be put to shame; 
  rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous. 
 4Show me your ways, O LORD, 
  and teach me your paths.   
 5Lead me in your truth and teach me, 
  for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long. 
 6Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love, 
  for they are from everlasting. 
 7Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; 
  remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your goodness, 
O LORD. 
 8You are gracious and upright, O LORD; 
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  therefore you teach sinners in your way.  
 9You lead the lowly in justice 
  and teach the lowly your way. 
 10All your paths, O LORD, are steadfast love and faithfulness 
  to those who keep your covenant and your testimonies. (Psalm 25:1-10) 

 

This is the reading from the Book of Psalms. 

 
Today’s reading from the New Testament is from the 3rd Chapter of 1st Peter. 

18Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to 
bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, 19in 
which also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, 20who in former 
times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building 
of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved through water. 21And 
baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the body, 
but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, 22who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, 
authorities, and powers made subject to him. (1 Peter 3:18-22) 

Here ends the reading from the New Testament. 

 
 
The Gospel reading for today is from the 1st Chapter of Mark. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in 
the Jordan. 10And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn 
apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from heaven, 
“You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 

        12And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. 13He was in the 
wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the 
angels waited on him. 
       14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news 
of God, 15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; 
repent, and believe in the good news.”  
  and teach the lowly your way. (Mark 1:9-15) 

 
Word of God. Word of Life. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
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    Message 

                                                

 It hardly seems fair. I mean, he gets out of the water from this significant event in 

his life, and then this voice thunders from high above, “You are my Son, the Beloved; 

with you I am well pleased.” But the real tragedy, because the water and voice really are 

pretty cool, is he gets sent to the wilderness with no food or water, no change of 

clothes, and the wild animals are all around. And it’s for 40 days. He didn’t even get a 

chance to celebrate this water and voice thing. How in the world can this be fair? 

 Water is such an integral part of our lives. Water is part of creation, a vast part. In 

fact, about 71% of the earth is covered with water. So, it’s no surprise that the authors 

of the Biblical books make reference to water frequently. Water is important. Water 

gives life.  It makes all bodies, human and animal, function properly. Water provides us 

with food. If drought conditions are present, the growing plants and animals which feed 

us certainly do not survive. Yes. Water gives life. And it can also take life away. Water 

causes floods, mudslides, and is a huge part of hurricanes, which destroy and kill. 

Without water to drink, our bodies eventually die. Generally, the human body can 

survive for about three days without water, but water can guarantee life in another 

way. Think about baptism. 
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This story is about water and sins and Spirit. 

Noah and his family and the creatures were saved from the flood, while all other 

lives were destroyed because of sin. But God’s redeeming grace created lives and rebuilt 

creation. The covenant between God and Noah promised that nothing like that 

destructive flood would ever occur again.  

As soon as Jesus came out of the water of his baptism, the Holy Spirit pushed him 

out into the desert, notable because the desert is a place where water is scarce. If 

you’ve ever been to a desert, you can attest to how dry, how extremely dry, it truly is. 

For people, these stories are paradoxes. In the story of the flood that overtook the 

world, life was destroyed and restored. In floods, homes and lives are taken away but 

water is still necessary for life. In our baptisms, we are put to death in sin, and then we 

are washed clean in the water of baptism and restored to new life, as the Holy Spirit 

descends upon us. This is no different than Jesus’ baptism – except he had no sin. 

In the Sacrament of Baptism, a covenant is created between God and each of us. 

In this covenant we are given much; being made children of God, forgiveness of sin, and 

the promise of eternal life. Our part of the covenant is to love and serve, as Jesus has 

loved and served us. This covenant promises us the unending mercy, grace, and love of 

the living God. The baptismal covenant is made with each of us individually, but the new 

life we are given is for the sake of the whole world. 
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God has acted through the suffering and death of Christ. This brings us closer to 

God. God also acts through baptism to save us from the sins of life. The washing of  

baptism is what marks our new life in Christ. The Spirit protects Jesus from Satan’s 

testing and sustains him in the wilderness. This is the Spirit that rested upon him at his 

baptism. From the wilderness, Jesus proclaims the good news of God in the world and 

God’s eternal reign. 

We are led and protected and sustained by the same Spirit throughout our 

earthly lives. This Spirit rests upon us in our baptisms and never leaves us. We share the 

same renewing water and the same sustaining Spirit as Jesus. What a promise we’ve 

received! Amen. 

     
      

     Sermon Hymn 
       Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word 

        Text: Martin Luther 
   Music: Catherin Winkworth  

Used with permission in accordance with CCLI License #11023422 and/or One License #A-736849 

 

    Lord, keep us steadfast in your Word; 

      Curb those who by deceit or sword 

  Would wrest the kingdom from your Son 

   And bring to nought all he has done. 

 

           Lord Jesus Christ, your power make known, 

                   For you are Lord of lords alone; 
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                 Defend your holy Church that we 

                May sing your praise triumphantly. 

 

     O Comforter of priceless worth, 

                 Send peace and unity on earth; 

                    Support us in our final strife 

                 And lead us out of death of life. 

 

Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, 
      the Father, the almighty, 

      maker of heaven and earth, 
      of all that is seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
      the only Son of God, 

      eternally begotten of the Father, 

     God from God, 
      Light from Light, 

         true God from true God, 
         begotten, not made; 

      of one being with the Father; 
      through him all things were made. 

      For us and for our salvation 
           he came down from heaven; 

           was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
           and became truly human. 

           For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
           he suffered death and was buried. 
           On the third day he rose again in 

         accordance with the Scriptures; 
           He ascended to heaven 

           and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
           He will come again with glory 

           to judge the living and the dead. 
           and his kingdom will have no end. 
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      We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
      the Lord, the giver of life. 

      who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
      who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified. 

      who had spoken through the prophets. 

                 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
                  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

              We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
              And the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
 

Prayers of the People 

Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all in 
need. 

A brief silence. 

In Jesus your realm has come near to us in every place and time. Give your church 
throughout the world a spirit of humility and repentance; teach us to trust always in the 
good news of your salvation. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
You have made a covenant of mercy with every living creature. Protect all the earth’s 
creatures from destruction and protect our lands, air, and water. Empower the work of 
biologists, conservationists, and science educators. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
All your paths are steadfast love and faithfulness. Direct the words and actions of 
leaders in our community and throughout the world, that they may maintain justice for 
the lowly. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Surrounded by snow and ice, you protect us. Give all affected by this latest round of 
severe winter weather a place of shelter and warmth. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is 
great. 
 

Even in the wilderness you are with us. Walk alongside migrants and refugees crossing 

dangerous lands. Tend to those whose lives feel desolate. Give healing and strength to 

all who suffer especially Liz Anderson – Ron Anderson’s sister-in-law, Clifford Berkhus  - 

LaVonne Black’s cousin, Gayle Lee – friend of Connie Rawls, Tom Phillips - family of Scott 

and Pastor Carol Strand, Marilyn Dolezal, Sarah VanRaden, Jeanne Roen, Edna Mae 

Lewis, Judy - Curt Meyer’s sister, Rose – Lenora Scheer’s niece, Greg Turner, Fern 

Softing, Brandon - Victoria Savanh’s cousin, all who are suffering with COVID, and those 
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we name in our hearts before you; hear our prayers for caregivers, hospice workers, and 

home health aides, let us pray.. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

In the covenant of baptism you claim us as beloved children. Nurture us in our baptismal 

identity and teach us to live within it for the sake of others. Strengthen this 

congregation’s ministries of care and concern. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

In baptism you join us to the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. We praise you for all 

those who have died trusting in your faithfulness, especially for the family of Don 

Albertson, brother-in-law of Ron Anderson. Grant Don’s family comfort and peace as they 

mourn. Bring us with them to the fullness of your reign. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is 

great. 

We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

Holy Communion 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 

 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us gift thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Lenten Preface  

 

It is indeed our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 

and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You call 

your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, that 

renewed in the fight of baptism, we may come to the fullness of your grace. And so, 

with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we 

praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  

Hosanna in the highest.  

Blessed is he who comes in the name if the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest.  

Hosanna in the highest. 
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Words of Institution 

 

On the night our Lord was betrayed, he took bread, blessed it and broke it, and gave it 

to his disciples saying, “Take and eat. This is my body which is given for you. Do this in 

remembrance of me.” 

After supper, our Lord took the cup gave thanks and blessed it and said to his disciples, 

“This cup is the new promise in my blood which is shed for you and for ALL people for 

the forgiveness of sins. When you drink from this cup, remember me, for I will not drink 

from it until I return.” 

The Lord’s Prayer 

As we have been gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray together the pray we 

have been taught.  

Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed by thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation and 

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory. Forever and 

ever. Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 

Jesus draws the whole world to himself. 
Come to this meal and be fed. 
 
We eat and drink together 
 
The body of our Lord given for you.  
The blood of Christ shed for you. 

Prayer after Communion 
 

God of steadfast love, 
at this table you gather your people 
into one body for the sake of the world. 
Send us in the power of your Spirit, 
that our lives bear witness to the love that has made us new 
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
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Sending Hymn 

Create in Me 
Text: Richard W. Hillert 

Music: Lutheran Book of Worship 

Used with permission in accordance with CCLI License #11023422 and/or One License #A-736849 

 

     Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

     And renew a right spirit within me. 

     Cast me not away from your presence,  

     And take not your Holy Spirit from me. 

      Restore unto me, the joy of your salvation, 

    And renew a right spirit within me. 
 

 

Sending 

Blessing 
 
You are what God made you to be: 
created in Christ Jesus for good works, 
chosen as holy and beloved, 
freed to serve your neighbor. 

God bless you ☩ that you may be a blessing, 
in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity. 

Amen. 

Dismissal 
 

Go in peace. Share the Good News. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

“…from now on, go and sin no more.” 
                                             John 8:11   

All material used from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship, 2006, Augsburg Publishing, are used 
with permission from One License #A-736849 and CCLI License #11023422  


