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           Service for Sunday, February 14, 2021  
    Provided via Elim’s website and Facebook 

 

     

 
 

Announcement 

Today we will be celebrating the meal of Holy Communion. If you’d like to 

partake in one of God’s greatest gifts, have a small cup of wine or juice and a 

piece of bread or cracker. We will commune together virtually later in the service. 

Next Wednesday is Ash Wednesday and Elim will be holding the Ash Wednesday 

service in two ways. In person, live worship, with masks and social distancing, will 

be one option. The virtual live-streamed option will also be available. The service 

will begin at 6:30. There will Imposition of Ashes, and ashes will be made 

available for you at the church office. Please call and talk with Connie for 

information to reserve and pick up your ashes.  

Happy Valentine’s Day, the day of love. May you always know the love of God 

surrounds you.  

Greeting  

May the grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

Confession and Forgiveness 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
whose voice is upon the waters, 
whose mercy is poured out upon all people, 
whose goodness cascades over all creation. 
Amen. 
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Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Holy God, 
you search us and know us. 
You are acquainted with all our ways. 
We confess that our hearts are burdened by sin— 
our own sins and the broken systems that bind us. 
We turn inward, failing to follow 
your outward way of love. 
We distrust those who are not like us. 
We exploit the earth and its resources 
and fail to consider generations to come. 
Forgive us, gracious God, 
for all we have done and left undone. 
Even before the words are on our tongues, 
you know them; 
receive them in your divine mercy. 
Amen. 
 
How vast is God’s grace! 

Through the power and promise of ☩ Christ Jesus, 
our sins are washed away 
and we are claimed as God’s own beloved. 
Indeed, we are forgiven. 
In the wake of God’s forgiveness, 
we are called to be the beloved community 
living out Christ’s justice 
and the Spirit’s reconciling peace. 
Amen. 
 

Gathering Hymn  

Christ Be Our Light 
Text and music: Bernadette Farrell  

Used with permission in accordance with CCLI License #11023422 and/or One License #A-736849 

 
Longing for light, we wait in darkness 

Longing for truth, we turn to You. 
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Make us Your own, Your holy people 
Light for the world to see. 

Christ, be our light! 
Shine in our hearts. 

Shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light! 

Shine in Your church gathered today. 

Longing for peace, our world is troubled 
Longing for hope, many despair. 

Your word alone has power to save us. 
Make us your living voice. 

Christ, be our light! 
Shine in our hearts. 

Shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light! 

Shine in Your church gathered today. 

Longing for food, many are hungry 
Longing for water, many still thirst. 

Make us Your bread, broken for others 
Shared until all are fed. 

Christ, be our light! 
Shine in our hearts. 

Shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light! 

Shine in Your church gathered today. 

Longing for shelter, many are homeless 
Longing for warmth, many are cold. 

Make us Your building, sheltering others 
Walls made of living stone. 

Christ, be our light! 
Shine in our hearts. 

Shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light! 

Shine in Your church gathered today. 

Many the gifts, many the people 
Many the hearts that yearn to belong. 

Let us be servants to one another 
Making Your kingdom come. 
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Christ, be our light! 
Shine in our hearts. 

Shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light! 

Shine in Your church gathered today. 

 

 

The Word 

The Old Testament reading for today is from the 2nd Chapter of 2nd Kings.  

1Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and 

Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. 2Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; for the LORD has 

sent me as far as Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I 

will not leave you.” So they went down to Bethel. 3The company of prophets who were 

in Bethel came out to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that today the LORD will 

take your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep silent.” 

  4Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here; for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But he 

said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to 

Jericho. 5The company of prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha, and said to 

him, “Do you know that today the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he 

answered, “Yes, I know; be silent.” 

  6Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he 

said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them 

went on. 7Fifty men of the company of prophets also went, and stood at some distance 

from them, as they both were standing by the Jordan. 8Then Elijah took his mantle and 

rolled it up, and struck the water; the water was parted to the one side and to the other, 

until the two of them crossed on dry ground. 

  9When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you, before I 

am taken from you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your 

spirit.” 10He responded, “You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am being 

taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will not.” 11As they continued walking 

and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of them, and Elijah 

ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. 12Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, 

father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, 

he grasped his own clothes and tore them in two pieces. (2 Kings 2:1-12) 
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This is the Old Testament lesson. 
 

 
Today’s reading from the Book of Psalms is from the 50th Chapter. 
 

 1The mighty one, God the LORD, has spoken; 

  calling the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. 

 2Out of Zion, perfect in its beauty, 

  God shines forth in glory. 

 3Our God will come and will not keep silence; 

  with a consuming flame before, and round about a raging storm. 

 4God calls the heavens and the earth from above 

  to witness the judgment of the people. 

 5“Gather before me my loyal followers, 

  those who have made a covenant with me and sealed it with sacrifice.” 

 6The heavens declare the rightness of God’s cause, 

  for it is God who is judge. (Psalm 50:1-6) 

  

This ends the reading from Psalms. 

 

Today’s New Testament reading is from the book of 2nd Corinthians, the 4th Chapter. 

3Even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 4In their case the god 

of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the 

light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 5For we do not 

proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves for 

Jesus’ sake. 6For it is the God who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” who has shone 

in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus 

Christ. (2nd Corinthians 4:3-6) 

Here ends the New Testament reading. 
 

The Gospel for today is from the 9th Chapter of Mark. Glory to You, O Lord. 

2Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high 

mountain apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3and his clothes 

became dazzling white, such as no one on earth could bleach them. 4And there 

appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were talking with Jesus. 5Then Peter said to 
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Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one 

for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6He did not know what to say, for they were 

terrified. 7Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, 

“This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!” 8Suddenly when they looked around, they 

saw no one with them anymore, but only Jesus. 

 

  9As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about 

what they had seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. (Mark 9:2-9) 

Word of God. Word of life. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
   

  The Sermon 

     
 

 Before and after. Think about the ads you’ve seen showing how people can 

improve their homes, personalities, their vehicles, body image, one’s hair, financial 

status, medicine, one’s emotional state. There’s an ad for making everything better. Just 

think how much better off we’d be if we bought all things advertised. And of course, 

there’s proof that all these products and methods for everything work. Just look at the 

before and after photos. These photos are sure and certain proof of how much better 

our lives would be – shinier hair, more friends, lots of cash, perfectly decorated home, a 

wow car, calmness, peace, security. The “before’s” and “after’s” should truly blow our 

socks off. How can we pass up these opportunities and products? 
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 Now transfer the basic idea of advertising to days of Jesus and the disciples. It 

seems as if the transfiguration of our Lord is kind of an ad the disciples needed to prove 

the divinity of God in Christ. Before is Jesus, the man. And in an instant, they saw Jesus 

the One, holy and true God. At this point, Jesus had already accomplished miracles, and 

it seems we are only shown some of these miracles. (If you desire to know more about 

these miracles, take a look at some of the books excluded from the Bible.) But still – 

these followers of Christ needed more proof. From what we read in Scripture, these 

disciples frequently did not understand all they heard Jesus say and what they saw him 

do. Even beyond these miracles, Jesus had spoken with them about “where he was 

going” – to be with God. And when Jesus said he was God’s Son and what the eternal 

home meant, ready for all, they were likely blown away. They trusted Jesus, but did you 

ever wonder if sometimes the disciples thought Jesus was a little off? 

 As Christians, we trust and have faith in God’s goodness. God is incredibly good 

to each of us every single day. God created a place for humanity, all creatures, all 

necessities – a perfect place. This Garden of Eden was intended to be the place where 

all could live in God’s perfect beauty and God’s perfect light. 

But we know what happened. Adam and Eve committed original sin and things 

have never been the same since. Our misdeeds, our human evils, our sins have not gone 

away. This is the vision of humanity from the very first original sin.  This is our “before.” 

The reality of our immoral lives, our sinful nature, is not quite to the place of the “after,” 
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the new and improved people God has created – the perfect people God has intended 

from the beginning of time. 

God is good. God has given us his Son, God in human form. Jesus was here to 

show us what perfection can be. Perfection, for now, is where people truly love one 

another with a servant love, a love like all the “afters” that are supposed to make us 

better, new, and improved. Instead, the love of God is like no other. This God-love 

needs no afters. It needs no new-and-improved. God’s love is perfect. 

The thing is, my dear ones, we are here to share the light and beauty of God to all 

the world. And patience is necessary, because one day we will live surrounded by 

perfection. The transfiguration of Jesus was a preview of what we will one day see for 

ourselves. The confused disciples were shown this vision, the vision of Jesus as dazzling 

white, whiter than the whitest cloth and brighter than the brightest light. This vision was 

far beyond any earthly possibility. As the Gospel’s author says, whiter than any bleached 

fabric on earth could be. In other words, this image of Jesus was beyond all human 

comprehension.  

And those words from God: this is my beloved Son…listen to him. The divinity of 

the Son was shown to the disciples and here, in these Gospel words, is evidence of the 

divinity shown to us. Here, in these very words from Mark, we are given a hint of the 

perfection yet to come. Here is the very vision of God’s glory made manifest in the Son, 

Jesus Christ.  
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Know, beloveds, that one day perfection will return, just as it was in the Garden 

at the very beginning of this present world. What is to come will be the “after” which 

will be better than anything possible for human minds to understand. Live the “before” 

as servants and in love for all, knowing the “after” will soon be here.  

And there’s one more thing: the focus of Christian ministry, sharing the light of 

Christ, is not on the people who carry out this ministry. The focus is solely on Lord Jesus 

Christ. Just as God made light shine at creation, God makes the light of Jesus Christ shine 

in our lives through Christian ministry. (Sundays and Seasons, February 14, 2021) Amen. 

      Sermon Hymn 

     Beautiful Savior 
      Text: Joseph A. Seiss   
    Music: Silesian folk tune   

              Used with permission in accordance with CCLI License #11023422 and/or One License #A-736849 
 

Beautiful Savior, 
King of creation, 

Son of God and Son of Man! 
Truly I'd love thee, Truly I'd serve thee, 

Light of my soul, my joy, my crown. 
 

Fair are the meadows, 
Fair are the woodlands, 

Robed in flowers of blooming spring; 
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer, 

He makes our sorrowing spirit sing. 
 

Fair is the sunshine, 
Fair is the moonlight, 

Bright the sparkling stars on high; 
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer 

Than all the angels in the sky. 
 

Beautiful Savior, Lord of the nations, 
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Son of God and Son of Man, 
Glory and honor, praise, adoration 

Now and forevermore be thine! 
 

The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
      creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
      who was conceived by the Holy Spirit 

      and born of the virgin Mary. 
      He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

      was crucified, died, and was buried; 
      he descended to hell. 

      The third day he rose again from the dead. 
      He ascended to heaven 

      and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
      From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
      the holy catholic church, 
      the communion of saints, 

      the forgiveness of sins, 
      the resurrection of the body, 

      and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers of the People 

Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, the 
world, and all people in need. 

A brief silence. 

For the gospel proclaimed in word and deed, for communities of faith far and near, and 
for all who show the face of Christ throughout the world, let us pray. Have mercy, O 
God. 
 
For creation: sun, moon and stars; life forming in the dark earth and ocean deep; 
mountains, clouds and storms, and creatures seen and unseen, and for the Holy Spirit’s 
guidance in our stewardship of God’s creation, let us pray. Have mercy, O God. 
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For those responsible for safety and protection: for emergency responders and security 
guards, attorneys and advocates, civil servants and leaders of governments, that they 
witness to mercy and justice throughout the world, let us pray. Have mercy, O God. 
 
For all who suffer this day especially those who are suffering with the COVID virus,  
Clifford Berkhus  - LaVonne Black’s cousin, Gayle Lee – friend of Connie Rawls, Tom 
Phillips - family of Scott and Pastor Carol Strand, Marilyn Dolezal, Jeanne Roen, Edna 
Mae Lewis, Judy - Curt Meyer’s sister, Rose – Lenora Scheer’s niece, Greg Turner, Fern 
Softing, and those we name in our hearts before you; that Christ our healer transform 
sickness into health, loneliness into companionship, bereavement into consolation, and 
suffering into peace, let us pray. Have mercy, O God. 
 
For companions on life’s journey in this worshiping community, for loved ones who 
cannot be with us this day, and for guidance during struggles we face, that God’s glory is 
revealed around and among us, let us pray. Have mercy, O God. 
 
In thanksgiving for the faithful departed who now rest from their earthly pilgrimage, 
that their lives of service and prayer inspire us in our living, let us pray. Have mercy, O 
God. 
 
Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one 
who dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 

Holy Communion 

 

                      
 

 

The Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us gift thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Epiphany Preface  
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It is indeed our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 

and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. Holy One, 

by the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; in the waters of the Jordan 

you proclaimed him your beloved Son; and in the miracle of water turned to wine he 

revealed your glory. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and 

the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  

Hosanna in the highest.  

Blessed is he who comes in the name if the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest.  

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Words of Institution 

 

On the night our Lord was betrayed, he took bread, blessed it and broke it, and gave it 

to his disciples saying, “Take and eat. This is my body which is given for you. Do this in 

remembrance of me.” 

After supper, our Lord took the cup gave thanks and blessed it and said to his disciples, 

“This cup is the new promise in my blood which is shed for you and for ALL people for 

the forgiveness of sins. When you drink from this cup, remember me, for I will not drink 

from it until I return.” 

The Lord’s Prayer 

As we have been gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray together the pray we 

have been taught.  

Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed by thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation and 

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory. Forever and 

ever. Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 

Beloved: here is bread; here is wine. 
Here is Jesus. Come and be fed. 

 
We eat and drink together 



13 
 

 
 

 
The body of our Lord given for you.  
The blood of Christ shed for you. 

Prayer after Communion 
 
Beloved: here is bread; here is wine. Here is Jesus. 

Come and be fed. 

 
Christ Jesus, 

at this table we have feasted on your very life 

and are strengthened for our journey. 

Send us forth from this banquet 

nourished in body and in spirit 

to proclaim your good news 

and serve others in your name. 

Amen. 

 

 

Sending Hymn 

This Little Light of Mine 
Text and music:  African American Spiritual 

              Used with permission in accordance with CCLI License #11023422 and/or One License #A-736849 

 

This little light of mine 
I’m going to let it shine 
This little light of mine 
I’m going to let it shine 
This little light of mine 
I’m going to let it shine 

Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine 

Everywhere I go 
I’m going to let it shine 

Everywhere I go 
I’m going to let it shine 

Everywhere I go 
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I’m going to let it shine 
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 

 

Jesus gave it to me 
I’m going to let it shine 

Jesus gave it to me 
I’m going to let it shine 

Jesus gave it to me  
I’m going to let it shine 

Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 

Sending 

Blessing 

Almighty God, the resplendent light of your truth shines from the mountaintop into our 
hearts. Transfigure us by your beloved Son, and illumine the world with your image, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

God the creator energize and strengthen you; 
Jesus the beloved fill you; 

and the Holy Spirit the comforter ☩ keep you in peace. Amen. 

Dismissal 
Go in peace. Be the light of Christ. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Christ be our Light… 
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I’m gonna let it shine! 
         

 

All material used from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship, 2006, Augsburg Publishing, are used 
with permission from One License #A-736849 and CCLI License #11023422. 


