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Service for Sunday, January 31, 2021  
Provided on Elim’s website and Facebook 

 

         Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 

 

            Greeting  

May the grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

     

Gathering Hymn 
 

Dearest Jesus, at Your Word 
Text: Tobias Clausnitzer  
Music: Johann R. Ahle 

Used with permission in accordance with CCLI License #11023422 and/or One License #A-736849 

 

Dearest Jesus, at your word 

We have come again to hear you; 

Let our thoughts and hearts be stirred 

And in glowing faith be near you 

As the promises here given 

Draw us wholly up to heaven. 

Radiance of God's glory bright, 

Light of light from God preceeding, 

Jesus, send your blessed light; 

Help our hearing, speaking, heeding, 

That our prayers and songs may please you 

As with grateful hearts we praise you. 
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The Word 

The Old Testament reading for today is from the 18th Chapter of Deuteronomy.  

[Moses said:] 15The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among 

your own people; you shall heed such a prophet. 16This is what you requested of 

the LORD your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly when you said: “If I hear the 

voice of the LORD my God any more, or ever again see this great fire, I will die.” 17Then 

the LORD replied to me: “They are right in what they have said. 18I will raise up for them 

a prophet like you from among their own people; I will put my words in the mouth of 

the prophet, who shall speak to them everything that I command. 19Anyone who does 

not heed the words that the prophet shall speak in my name, I myself will hold 

accountable. 20But any prophet who speaks in the name of other gods, or who presumes 

to speak in my name a word that I have not commanded the prophet to speak—that 

prophet shall die.” (Deuteronomy 18:15-20) 

This is the Old Testament reading. 
 
 
Today’s Psalm is from the 111th Chapter of the Book of Psalms. 

 1Hallelujah! I will give thanks to the LORD with | my whole heart, 

  in the assembly of the upright, in the congregation. 

 2Great are your works, O LORD, 

  pondered by all who delight in them. 

 3Majesty and splendor mark your deeds, 

  and your righteousness endures forever. 

 4You cause your wonders to be remembered; 

  you are gracious and full of compassion.  

 5You give food to those who fear you, 

  remembering forever your covenant. 

 6You have shown your people the power of your works 

  in giving them the lands of the nations. 

 7The works of your hands are faithfulness and justice; 

  all of your precepts are sure. 

 8They stand fast forever and ever, 

  because they are done in truth and equity.  



3 
 

 
 

 9You sent redemption to your people and commanded your covenant forever; 

  holy and awesome is your name. 

 10The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; 

  all who practice this have a good understanding. God’s praise endures 

forever. (Psalm 111) 

This is the Psalm. 
 
The New Testament reading is from 8th the Chapter of 1st Corinthians. 

1Now concerning food sacrificed to idols: we know that “all of us possess knowledge.” 

Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up. 2Anyone who claims to know something does 

not yet have the necessary knowledge; 3but anyone who loves God is known by him. 

  4Hence, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that “no idol in the world 

really exists,” and that “there is no God but one.” 5Indeed, even though there may be 

so-called gods in heaven or on earth—as in fact there are many gods and many lords—
6yet for us there is one God, the Father, from whom are all things and for whom we 

exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and through whom we 

exist. 

  7It is not everyone, however, who has this knowledge. Since some have become so 

accustomed to idols until now, they still think of the food they eat as food offered to an 

idol; and their conscience, being weak, is defiled. 8“Food will not bring us close to God.” 

We are no worse off if we do not eat, and no better off if we do. 9But take care that this 

liberty of yours does not somehow become a stumbling block to the weak. 10For if 

others see you, who possess knowledge, eating in the temple of an idol, might they not, 

since their conscience is weak, be encouraged to the point of eating food sacrificed to 

idols? 11So by your knowledge those weak believers for whom Christ died are 

destroyed. 12But when you thus sin against members of your family, and wound their 

conscience when it is weak, you sin against Christ. 13Therefore, if food is a cause of their 

falling, I will never eat meat, so that I may not cause one of them to fall. (1 Corinthians 8:1-

13) 

Here ends the New Testament lesson. 

 

The Gospel for today is from the 1st Chapter of Mark. Glory to You, O Lord. 

21[Jesus and his disciples] went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he entered 

the synagogue and taught.22They were astounded at his teaching, for he taught them as 

one having authority, and not as the scribes. 23Just then there was in their synagogue a 

man with an unclean spirit, 24and he cried out, “What have you to do with us, Jesus of 

Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are, the Holy One of 
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God.” 25But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!” 26And the 

unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying with a loud voice, came out of him. 27They 

were all amazed, and they kept on asking one another, “What is this? A new teaching—

with authority! He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey him.” 28At once 

his fame began to spread throughout the surrounding region of Galilee. (Mark:1:21-28) 

Word of God. Word of life. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

   

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

    Message 

Has there ever been someone in your life who could do seemingly everything? 

Did this person have every skill known to humanity? And not only did they possess every 

skill imaginable, did that person do it exceptionally well? Did they always take first place 

in every contest or event he or she participated? Did this person always appear perfectly 

dressed, perfect hair and makeup, if they are a makeup wearer? The smartest? The 

richest? The most beautiful? Everyone wants to be part of the team in which he or she 

was the captain. And not only all of the above, is this person the kindest?  

Don’t people like that bother you? They have everything. They are perfect…or are 

they? Well, I question the idea of perfection, because we know no human being is 

perfect. Only Jesus Christ is perfect and can do all things. 

These people that at one time appeared to be so wonderful, so amazing, I’ve 

realized, have faults just like the rest of us. These people are children of the same God 

as we are. They were created in the image of God, just like all of us. And they have 

problems and challenges, as each of us does.  
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I had to learn some lessons, and be brave enough to tell myself, “Enough!” There 

is no one who has ever been perfect that has walked the face of this earth…except for 

Jesus Christ our Lord. There is no one, not one single person, who can ever measure up 

to the standards Christ has set before us. I have learned that it is not about how 

beautiful or smart or rich we are. It is about the love and care we give to others, despite 

our own frailties and weaknesses. We will never be a perfect specimen. So, the best we 

can do is to serve and show love, kindness, respect, and tolerance to all – no matter who 

they are, where they come from, what they believe, who they love, how wealthy – you 

get the idea. 

Yes, I have learned that each of us, all of humanity, is made in the image of the 

Creator, each of us has our own particular gifts and all are wonderfully made. All of us 

should be thankful for everything that we are and for what we have.  

 What is the value of these views in regard to the day’s Bible lessons?  In all 

honesty, it took me a long time to let go of the envy I had of other’s traits. I’ve even 

learned when there is envy and jealousy, one tends to disregard the 

Commandments….you know, those words that speak “thou shall not covet.” Also, 

jealousy and envy can create feelings of inadequacy and self-doubt. But how can we 

possibly doubt that which God has created, let alone, in God’s own image? 

 In the reading from the Psalms for today, we are shown the power of God’s 

works. These works point us to the power of Jesus’ authority in his works and words. His 
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authority is indeed unique. It’s impossible to find another leader in all the history of this 

world that displayed power and might by lowering himself to a life of service and love.  

And my friends, Jesus is now, and should have always been, my hero. He is my strength 

and my hope and my future.  

 We know from all the stories in the Bible of Jesus’ miracles. His first was changing 

water into the finest wine at the wedding in Cana. This miracle almost seems plausible 

in comparison to his others. But seriously, sending the demons out of a man? How 

unbelievable is this? This is the first miracle Jesus performed where the news of his 

works began to spread rapidly and the number of his followers began to grow 

exponentially. Even for the people of ancient days, who believed in the powers of the 

ancient gods, this miracle of removing demons seemed unbelievable. So why is this 

story so important? 

 There are two reasons to look at today regarding the importance of expelling the 

demons from this man. This man likely suffered from a mental illness, but such illnesses 

were unknown in the time when Christ walked on this earth. Those who suffered were 

considered the lowly, the exiled, the not-worth-much people. Of course, we know that 

Jesus loved all people but especially the outsider, the exiled, those who were possessed. 

The tending to and removing the demons from this man by Jesus shows what it means 

to love even those whom others consider unlovable. Jesus removed the torments this 

man lived with and allowed him to be free from this possession by the demons, ridding 
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him of the mental illness from which he suffered. In Jesus’ eyes, this person, created in 

God’s image, was worth the Lord’s time. He cared about him as no one had before. And 

the man was cleansed. This is where I’d like to be more like the Lord.  

 Maybe, just maybe, this miracle is more about the human-created laws than it is 

about the removing of demons. The ancient Jews had so many do and do not laws. It 

almost seems crazy to us. The one law which really irks me says there is no work to be 

done on the Sabbath. And guess what no work meant? You are not to prepare any 

meals, so these people had to make sure they had the necessary food for the Sabbath 

prepared the day before. If someone’s ox had fallen into a hole, it could not be removed 

from the hole until the next day. If someone was injured or dying, they could not be 

tended to until the next day. These laws don’t make it very amenable to love our 

neighbors or care for others at all. 

 For many people of faith, the Sabbath is an important day of rest. But it seems 

today, if someone needs tending to or caring for, it is acceptable to do that. We are not 

Jewish, but to love as we have been loved is important – maybe more important than 

doing nothing. 

 Jesus believed it was to show the powers-that-be of his time that some of the 

laws and expectations weren’t what it’s all about. So, once again, we return to the 

Greatest Commandments: love God first, and second, love your neighbor as we were 

first loved by our Lord.  
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 Do rules and requirements hinder our faith? There are some instances where 

rules are necessary for the good of all people. Please where a mask in the presence of 

others. We wouldn’t want to cause disease for others and we should also protect 

ourselves. And what about the law Do Not Drink and Drive? It really isn’t necessary to 

talk about the value of this law. Yes, laws can be good and even necessary. 

 Jesus chose to disregard laws that were seemingly extreme. For instance, we 

must care for those who are ailing, and sooner rather than later. It seems as though 

Jesus understood this even better then than we do today. And we should thank God for 

the love and caring we’ve been taught by Christ’s example. We are not to be envious of 

what Jesus accomplished but rather use Jesus’ example as a way to live our lives. 

 These first few miracles Jesus performed also created for him fame and allowed 

for the number of his followers to grow. He was not condemned for this initial breaking 

of Jewish law and for the early choices he made, but that would change over the next 

three years. And this is how our church, the whole Christian church, had begun to grow 

and expand to all corners of the world. Jesus’ miracles and teachings increased his 

following. God had begun the work by giving us his Son. Nothing is initiated by God 

without good reason.  

  So how do we look at rules and requirements? Do we set up barriers with our 

own expectations? We are to invite and accept all who choose to enter our churches 

and partake in the Sacraments of Baptism and Holy Communion. All are welcome here. 
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Let us welcome those with demons, mental illness, and those not clothed as we expect. 

It does not matter to the Lord how we are dressed and other things that divide us. Let 

us fling our doors wide and invite all to come in and be nourished by God’s word and be 

fed at the Lord’s Table. 

  All are welcome, demons within or not. Amen!  

          

                       Sermon Hymn 

              Rise, Shine, You People! 
           Text: Ronald A. Klug  

            Music: Dale Wood  
Used with permission in accordance with CCLI License #11023422 and/or One License #A-736849 

 

Rise, shine, you people! 

Christ the Lord has entered our human story; God in him is centered. 

He comes to us, by death and sin surrounded, with grace unbounded. 

 

 See how he sends the powers of evil reeling; 

he brings us freedom, light and life and healing. 

All men and women, who by guilt are driven, now are forgiven. 

 

Come, celebrate; your banners high unfurling, 

your songs and prayers against the darkness hurling. 

 To all the world go out and tell the story of Jesus' glory.  

 

Tell how the Father sent the Son to save us. 

Tell of the Son, who life and freedom gave us. 

 Tell how the Spirit calls from every nation God's new creation.  
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The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
      creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
      who was conceived by the Holy Spirit 

      and born of the virgin Mary. 
      He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

      was crucified, died, and was buried; 
      he descended to hell. 

      The third day he rose again from the dead. 
      He ascended to heaven 

      and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
      From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
      the holy catholic church, 
      the communion of saints, 

      the forgiveness of sins, 
      the resurrection of the body, 

      and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People 

 

Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, the 
world, and all people in need. 

A brief silence. 

For all who share the gospel and proclaim freedom in Christ throughout the world: 

prophets, teachers, pastors, deacons, and lay leaders; for the church and its ministries, 

let us pray. Have mercy, O God. 

For all God’s works in creation: plants and animals, water and soil, forests and farms; 

and for those tasked with protecting our natural resources and all that exists, let us 

pray. Have mercy, O God. 
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For government and leaders: cities and nations, rescue professionals and legal aid 

attorneys, elected officials and grassroots organizers; for all responsible for the well-

being of civil society, let us pray. Have mercy, O God. 

For those who suffer in mind, body, or spirit: those who are sick and hospitalized, those 
living with HIV/AIDS, those struggling with mental illness, those who are hungry or 
homeless, and all in any need especially Clifford Berkhus  - LaVonne Black’s cousin, 
Gayle Lee – friend of Connie Rawls, Pastor Tony Scheer, Tom Phillips - family of Scott 
and Pastor Carol Strand, Les Rheault, Marilyn Dolezal, Sarah VanRaden, Bonnie Duggan, 
Jeanne Roen, Edna Mae Lewis, Judy - Curt Meyer’s sister, Rose – Lenora Scheer’s niece, 
Greg Turner, Fern Softing, Brandon - Victoria Savanh’s cousin, and those we name in our 
hearts before you; hear our prayers for caregivers, hospice workers, and home health 
aides, let us pray. Have mercy, O God. 

For those who mourn: those who’ve lost loved ones due the COVID Pandemic and for 
LaVonne Black and her family as they mourn the death of her cousin, Dennis Johnson. 
Grant them peace, let us pray. Have mercy, O God.  

For the concerns of this congregation: those who travel, those absent from worship, 

those celebrating birthdays or anniversaries; for the people of God in this place and for 

other needs in our community, let us pray. Have mercy, O God. 

For the covenant God made with us in the waters of baptism, in thanksgiving for the 

baptized who have died in the Lord, let us pray. Have mercy, O God. 

Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one 

who dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

As we have been gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray together the pray we 

have been taught.  

Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation and 

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory. Forever and 

ever. Amen. 
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Sending Hymn 

 

Praise to You, O God of Mercy 
Text and Music: Marty Haugen 

Used with permission in accordance with CCLI License #11023422 and/or One License #A-736849 

 

Praise to you, O God of mercy! 

Thanks be to you forever! 

Raising high the weak and lowly: 

Thanks be to you forever! 

 

Strong is your faithfulness, 

Strong is your love, 

Remembering your covenant  

Of life with us. 

 

From of old you loved and sought us! 

Thanks be to you forever! 

Truth and justice you have taught us: 

Thanks be to you forever! 

 

Strong is your faithfulness, 

Strong is your love, 

Remembering your covenant  

Of life with us. 

 

Praise to you, O God of mercy! 

Thanks be to you forever! 

Raising high the weak and lowly: 

Thanks be to you forever. 

Thanks be to you forever! 
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Sending 

Blessing 
 
God the creator strengthen you; 
Jesus the beloved fill you; 

and the Holy Spirit the comforter ☩ keep you in peace. 

Amen. 

Dismissal 
 

Go in peace. Be the light of Christ. 

Thanks be to God. 

  Jesus Heals        Jesus Teaches 

Jesus Makes Us Whole 

               

All material used from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship, 2006, Augsburg Publishing, are used 
with permission from One License #A-736849 and CCLI License #11023422  


