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Service for Sunday, January 24, 2021  
Provided via Elim’s website and Facebook 

 

      Third Sunday after Epiphany 

Announcement 

Please join us for drive-through Communion this Wednesday, January 27, in the south 

driveway of the church. Communion will be served from 5:30 – 6:15 pm. 

 

      Greeting  

May the grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

Gathering Hymn 

O God of Mercy, God of Light 
Text: Godfrey Thring 

Music: Joseph Barnby 
Used with permission in accordance with CCLI License #11023422 and/or One License #A-736849 

 

O God of mercy, God of light, 
in love and mercy infinite, 

teach us, as ever in your sight, 
to live our lives in you. 

Teach us the lesson Jesus taught: 
to feel for those his blood has bought, 
that every deed and word and thought 

may work a work for you. 

For all are kindred, far and wide, 
since Jesus Christ for all has died; 

grant us the will, and grace provide, 
to love them all in you. 

In sickness, sorrow, want, or care, 
may we each other's burdens share; 
may we, where help is needed, there 

give help as though to you. 
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The Word 

The Old Testament reading for today is from the 3rd Chapter of Jonah. 

1The word of the LORD came to Jonah a second time, saying, 2“Get up, go to Nineveh, 
that great city, and proclaim to it the message that I tell you.” 3So Jonah set out and 
went to Nineveh, according to the word of the LORD. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly 
large city, a three days’ walk across. 4Jonah began to go into the city, going a day’s walk. 
And he cried out, “Forty days more, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” 5And the people 
of Nineveh believed God; they proclaimed a fast, and everyone, great and small, put on 
sackcloth. 
  10When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed 
his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not 
do it. (Jonah 3:1-5,10) 

This is the Old Testament reading. 
 
 
Today’s Psalm is from the 62nd Chapter of the Book of Psalms. 

 5For God alone I wait in silence; 
  truly, my hope is in God. 
 6God alone is my rock and my salvation, 
  my stronghold, so that shall never be shaken. 
 7In God is my deliverance and my honor; 
  God is my strong rock and my refuge. 
 8Put your trust in God always, O people, 
  pour out your hearts before the one who is our refuge.  
 9Those of high degree are but a fleeting breath; those of low estate cannot be 
trusted. 
  Placed on the scales together they weigh even less than a breath. 
 10Put no trust in extortion; in robbery take no empty pride; 
  though wealth increase, set not your heart upon it. 
 11God has spoken once, twice have I heard it, 



3 
 

 
 

  that power be longs to God. 
 12Steadfast love belongs to you, O Lord, 

  for you repay all according to their deeds. (Psalm 62:5-12) 

This is the Psalm. 
 

The New Testament reading is from 1st Corinthians, the 7th Chapter. 

29Brothers and sisters, the appointed time has grown short; from now on, let even those 
who have wives be as though they had none, 30and those who mourn as though they 
were not mourning, and those who rejoice as though they were not rejoicing, and those 
who buy as though they had no possessions, 31and those who deal with the world as 
though they had no dealings with it. For the present form of this world is passing away. 
(1 Corinthians 7:29-31) 

Here ends the New Testament lesson. 

 

The Gospel for today is from the 1st Chapter of Mark. Glory to You, O Lord. 

14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of 
God, 15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, 
and believe in the good news.” 
 
  16As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew 
casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. 17And Jesus said to them, “Follow 
me and I will make you fish for people.” 18And immediately they left their nets and 
followed him. 19As he went a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother 
John, who were in their boat mending the nets. 20Immediately he called them; and they 
left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, and followed him. (Mark 1:14-20) 

Word of God. Word of life. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
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Message 

          

Reading the Gospel for today, I’m a bit annoyed by the fact that Jesus called 

James and John while they were working with their dad. I can see Zebedee standing 

there with his mouth hanging open while his two sons jumped out of the boat to 

follow Jesus. Instead of being left holding the bag, poor Zeb was left holding the net.  

I wonder how Zeb felt. It’s likely he felt abandoned. It’s also possible he was 

perturbed by the fact he had to finish the day’s fishing duties by himself…since his 

sons decided to take off when there was still work to be done. 

This story makes me recall the times we were going to do projects as a family. 

Then this happened - one or the other (or both) of our kids decided to change their 

plans at a time when what we were working on had not yet been completed. So, Scott 

and I would stand there slacked-jawed while the kids took off. Kinda like Zeb in the 

boat.  

Somehow, this story seems unfair. Leaving your home and family to follow some 

itinerant preacher? C’mon James and John. What about loyalty to your family? 

This is the cost of discipleship...drop everything for the sake of Jesus’ call. Here 

we find James and John, and Simon and Peter, being summoned by Jesus after the 
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arrest of John the Baptist and after his execution. This is the cost of discipleship. Let 

me repeat that. THIS IS THE COST OF DISCIPLESHIP!  Do you think these men would 

have jumped out of the boat, without asking any questions, to follow Jesus, if they 

knew what the cost to their lives and families was? I can tell you, if I had known what 

the results of this call were to be, I probably would have given Jesus a flat out NO!!! 

Would you have left the task you were doing, would you follow this man, without 

thinking twice about what you were getting yourself into? 

These men left their homes, families, and jobs. As if departing from their way of 

life wasn’t enough, they took nothing with them; no clothes other than what they 

were wearing, no money, no food. The lifestyle they lived for three years was more 

than challenging. Each was dependent on those they met for the hospitality they were 

offered. This is the cost of discipleship. 

Of the 12 original disciples, plus the one who replaced Judas after he was 

hanged, we can find strong understanding and evidence that all were executed in 

some way - except for John. John, it was believed, is the only one who died of natural 

causes in old age. Being an apostle of Christ comes with an extremely high cost to 

one’s life. 

When do we say yes to Jesus and follow his footsteps? There are some 

significant answers in today’s Bible readings to this question. And is it OK to say no at 

other times when we are called? 
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Looking at the Old Testament reading from Jonah, it is clear Jonah already said 

no. Previously in the book of Jonah, he has attempted to flee from God’s call, going to 

Tarshish instead of Nineveh. And look where Jonah ended up…in the belly of a really 

big fish, which the Lord provided. Can you imagine the stink of digested fish in there? 

PHEW!!! But this is what happened when Jonah said no. The exact words in the next 

chapter were, “I called out to the Lord in distress,” and from the belly of that fish 

came Jonah. It was then Jonah answered the call. 

In the New Testament lesson, Paul points out the obvious. Christians’ main 

concerns are different than the culture in their midst. Looking at Paul’s words, we 

hear how we are to “not be.”  Paul’s words are this: let even those who have wives be 

as though they had none; those who mourn as though they were not mourning; ignore  

those who buy as though they had no possessions; those who deal with the world as 

though they had no dealings with it. For the present form of this world is passing 

away.  

These words do NOT mean to avoid sex in the marriage bed, nor to NOT mourn, 

nor to avoid possessions. In these few words, we are to realize the things of the world 

will pass away. The present world, and all things, are only temporary. The Harper 

Collins Study Bible says this: an apostle’s (disciple’s) life is to be informed by the Spirit 

of God and the mind of Christ. This is powerful stuff. One’s life is to follow the ways of 

the Spirit and Christ. And there is no getting around this. It is made perfectly clear by 
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the one who persecuted Christians and then became a Christian himself. Paul was 

called to follow the ways of the Spirit and Christ. And it is the same for us: follow the 

ways of Christ and the Spirit. 

So, my friends, do not live as if we are caught up in modern culture. We are not 

to be overly concerned by the affairs of the modern world. What truly matters is the 

resurrection of Christ. His life, death, resurrection, and his return are the models of 

living as the call of the disciples. What truly matters is to live your life for others and 

to look ahead to the future of the promised life eternal.  

It may sound harsh to realize that death comes before life. Doesn’t quite make 

sense, but let me put it another way. In order to gain endless life, we must first make 

the decision to serve others as we have been served by Christ and to accept the fact 

that we must die a worldly life in order to gain the promises made to us in our 

baptisms and at the Lord’s Table. This is not law but freeing gospel. For even in the 

midst of sin and injustice, God comes to us. These are words in which we can rejoice. 

Comfort comes from the repentance of our sins and redemption by God in Christ. 

These very words should cause us to look at how we approach injustice and evil. 

Just as Jesus has fought against the powers of sin and evil, we are to stand up against 

injustice and fight for the equality of all people. When we see the image of God in all 

others, it may become clear that we are called to stand in God’s light for the good of 

all.  
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Martin Luther, as part of the first of his “Ninety Theses,” tells us our Lord and 

Master wants us to do penance. What this says to us is our entire lives, as the faithful, 

is to be one of penitence. In Mark 1:15, we read and hear that God has come near. The 

truth is, God has always been near. God is always with us. Our response to this gift is 

to repent and believe in the Good News. Repentance is not to suddenly stop sinning 

but is our turning back to God.  

And that, my Beloveds, is what it means to be a disciple of Christ. We say yes to 

the call. We follow the call of the Holy Spirit and continuously repent. Christ should 

always be first. If Christ is not first, then we cannot truly repent, follow, and say yes to 

the call with a heart full of love. Amen.   

      

                    Sermon Hymn 

You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore 
Text and Music: Cesáreo Gabaráin 

Used with permission in accordance with CCLI License #11023422 and/or One License #A-736849 

 

You have come down to the lakeshore 
Seeking neither the wise nor the wealthy, 

But only asking for me to follow. 
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Sweet Lord, you have looked into my eyes, 
Kindly smiling, you’ve called out my name. 
On the sand I’ve abandoned my small boat; 

Now with you, I will seek other seas. 

You know full well what I have, Lord; 
Neither treasure nor weapons for conquest, 
Just these my fishnets and will for working. 

Sweet Lord, you have looked into my eyes, 
Kindly smiling, you’ve called out my name. 
On the sand I’ve abandoned my small boat; 

Now with you, I will seek other seas. 

You need my hands, my exhaustion, 
Working love for the rest of the weary, 

A love that’s willing to go on loving. 

Sweet Lord, you have looked into my eyes, 
Kindly smiling, you’ve called out my name. 
On the sand I’ve abandoned my small boat; 

Now with you, I will seek other seas. 

You who have fished other waters; 
You, the longing of souls that are yearning; 
O loving Friend, you have come to call me. 

Sweet Lord, you have looked into my eyes, 
Kindly smiling, you’ve called out my name. 
On the sand I’ve abandoned my small boat; 

Now with you, I will seek other seas. 
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    The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
      creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
      who was conceived by the Holy Spirit 

      and born of the virgin Mary. 
      He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

      was crucified, died, and was buried; 
      he descended to hell. 

      The third day he rose again from the dead. 
      He ascended to heaven 

      and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
      From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
      the holy catholic church, 
      the communion of saints, 

      the forgiveness of sins, 
      the resurrection of the body, 

      and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People 

Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, the 
world, and all people in need. 

A brief silence. 

For the church throughout the world, for pastors and teachers, for deacons and 

deaconesses, for musicians and servers, and for our Bishops Elizabeth and Tessa, that all 

proclaim the good news of God’s reconciling love, let us pray. Have mercy, O God. 

For skies and seas, for birds and fish, for favorable weather and clean water, and for the 

well-being of creation, that God raise up advocates and scientists to guide our care for 

all the earth, let us pray. Have mercy, O God. 

For those who provide leadership in our cities and around the world, for nonprofit and 

nongovernmental organizations, for planning commissions and homeless advocates, 

that God inspire all people in the just use of wealth, let us pray. Have mercy, O God. 
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For those who are sick, distressed, or grieving; for the outcast and all who await relief, 

especially LaVonne Black’s two cousins, Gayle Lee – friend of Connie Rawls, Pastor Tony 

Scheer, Tom Phillips - family of Scott and Pastor Carol Strand, Les Rheault, Marilyn 

Dolezal, Sarah VanRaden, Bonnie Duggan, Jeanne Roen, Edna Mae Lewis, Judy - Curt 

Meyer’s sister, Rose – Lenora Scheer’s niece, Greg Turner, Fern Softing, Brandon - 

Victoria Savanh’s cousin, and those we name in our hearts before you, that in the midst 

of suffering, God’s peace and mercy surround them, let us pray. Have mercy, O God.  

 

For our congregation and community, for families big and small, and for the 

organizations that meet here during the week, that God’s steadfast love serve as a 

model for all relationships, let us pray. Have mercy, O God. 

In thanksgiving for our ancestors in the faith whose lives serve as an example of gospel 

living, that they point us to salvation through Christ, let us pray. Have mercy, O God. 

Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one 

who dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

As we have been gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray together the pray we 

have been taught.  

Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation and 

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory. Forever and 

ever. Amen. 

Sending Hymn 

Change My Heart, O God 
Text and Music: Eddie Espinoza 

Used with permission in accordance with CCLI License #11023422 and/or One License #A-736849 

 

Change my heart, O God; 

Make it ever true. 

Change my heart, O God; 

May I be like you. 

 

You are the potter; 
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I am the clay. 

Mold me and make me; 

This is what I pray. 

 

Change my heart, O God; 

Make it ever true. 

Change my heart, O God; 

May I be like you. 

 

Sending 

Blessing 
 
God the creator strengthen you; 
Jesus the beloved fill you; 

and the Holy Spirit the comforter ☩ keep you in peace. 

Amen. 

Dismissal 
 

Go in peace. Be the light of Christ. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 

All material used from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship, 2006, Augsburg Publishing, are used 
with permission from One License #A-736849 and CCLI License #11023422  


