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Service for Sunday, January 17, 2021  
Provided via Elim’s website and Facebook 

 

         Second Sunday after Epiphany 

      Greeting  

May the grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

Gathering Hymn 

Here I Am, Lord 
Text and Music: Daniel L. Schutte 

Used with permission in accordance with CCLI License #11023422 and/or One License #A-736849 

 

I, the Lord of sea and sky 
I have heard my people cry 
All who dwell in dark and sin 

My hand will save 
I who made the stars of night 

I will make their darkness bright 
Who will bear my light to them? 

Whom shall I send? 

Here I am, Lord 

Is it I, Lord? 

I have heard You calling in the night 

I will go, Lord 

If You lead me 

I will hold Your people in my heart 

I, the Lord of snow and rain 

I have borne my people’s pain 

I have wept for love of them 

They turn away 

I will break their hearts of stone 

Give them hearts for love alone 

I will speak my word to them 

Whom shall I send? 

 

Here I am, Lord 

Is it I, Lord? 

I have heard You calling in the night 

I will go, Lord 

If You lead me 

I will hold Your people in my heart 
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I, the Lord of wind and flame 

I will tend the poor and lame 

I will set a feast for them 

My hand will save 

Finest bread I will provide 

'Til their hearts be satisfied 

I will give my life to them 

Whom shall I send? 

Here I am, Lord 

Is it I, Lord? 

I have heard You calling in the night 

I will go, Lord 

If You lead me 

I will hold Your people in my heart 

 

 

 

The Word 

The Old Testament reading for today is from the 3rd Chapter of 1st Samuel.  

1Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD under Eli. The word of the LORD was 
rare in those days; visions were not widespread. 
  2At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, 
was lying down in his room; 3the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was 
lying down in the temple of the LORD, where the ark of God was. 4Then the LORD called, 
“Samuel! Samuel!” and he said, “Here I am!” 5and ran to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for 
you called me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie down again.” So he went and lay 
down. 6The LORD called again, “Samuel!” Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I 
am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call, my son; lie down again.” 7Now 
Samuel did not yet know the LORD, and the word of the LORD had not yet been revealed 
to him. 8The LORD called Samuel again, a third time. And he got up and went to Eli, and 
said, “Here I am, for you called me.” Then Eli perceived that the LORD was calling the 
boy. 9Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you shall say, 
‘Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.’ ” So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 
  10Now the LORD came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And 
Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.” (1 Samuel 3:1-10) 
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This is the Old Testament reading. 
 
 
Today’s Psalm is from the 139th Chapter of the Book of Psalms. 
 
 1LORD, you have searched me out; 
  O LORD, you have known me. 
 2You know my sitting down and my rising up; 
  you discern my thoughts from afar. 
 3You trace my journeys and my resting-places 
  and are acquainted with all my ways. 
 4Indeed, there is not a word on my lips, 
  but you, O LORD, know it altogether.  
 5You encompass me, behind and before, 
  and lay your hand upon me. 
 6Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; 
  it is so high that I cannot attain to it. 
 13For you yourself created my inmost parts; 
  you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 
 14I will thank you because I am marvelously made; 
  your works are wonderful, and I know it well. 
 15My body was not hidden from you, 
  while I was being made in secret and woven in the depths of the earth. 
 16Your eyes beheld my limbs, yet unfinished in the womb; all of them were written 
in your book; 
  my days were fashioned before they came to be. 
 17How deep I find your thoughts, O God! 
  How great is the sum of them! 
 18If I were to count them, they would be more in number than the sand; 
  to count them all, my life span would need to be like yours. (Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18) 
 
This is the Psalm. 
 

The New Testament reading is from 1 Corinthians, the 6th Chapter 
 

12“All things are lawful for me,” but not all things are beneficial. “All things are lawful for 

me,” but I will not be dominated by anything. 13“Food is meant for the stomach and the 

stomach for food,” and God will destroy both one and the other. The body is meant not 

for fornication but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. 14And God raised the Lord 
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and will also raise us by his power. 15Do you not know that your bodies are members of 

Christ? Should I therefore take the members of Christ and make them members of a 

prostitute? Never! 16Do you not know that whoever is united to a prostitute becomes 

one body with her? For it is said, “The two shall be one flesh.” 17But anyone united to 

the Lord becomes one spirit with him. 18Shun fornication! Every sin that a person 

commits is outside the body; but the fornicator sins against the body itself. 19Or do you 

not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, which you have from 

God, and that you are not your own? 20For you were bought with a price; therefore 

glorify God in your body. (1 Corinthians 6:12-20) 

Here ends the New Testament lesson. 

 

The Gospel for today is from the 1st Chapter of John. Glory to You, O Lord. 

43The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow 

me.” 44Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 45Philip found 

Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him about whom Moses in the law and also 

the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.” 46Nathanael said to him, “Can 

anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” 47When Jesus 

saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him, “Here is truly an Israelite in whom 

there is no deceit!” 48Nathanael asked him, “Where did you get to know me?” Jesus 

answered, “I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you.” 49Nathanael replied, 

“Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” 50Jesus answered, “Do you 

believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things 

than these.” 51And he said to him, “Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened and 

the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.” (John 1:43-51) 

Word of God. Word of life. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 
    

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

    Message 

Send Me, Lord, Send Me! 
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For those who are baptized into the family of God, and even if we are not 

baptized, God calls us to answer the call God has put before us. In the Old Testament 

reading for today, God’s calling was for Samuel. Nathanael was also called into today’s 

Gospel.  

These calls are much like an invitation to a party or festive occasion. We can 

choose to accept or decline the invitation. The choice we make is entirely up to us. But 

think about this: when we decline an invite, perhaps to a school dance, how would the 

person doing the asking feel if and when we decline?  

In my teenage years, my mother made sure I accepted invitations. There was the 

one birthday party I did not wish to go to. And then the one homecoming dance I truly 

wished to avoid. But Mom made me go. She said these words I can still hear: “how 

would you feel if you asked someone to do something or go with you, and that person 

said no. How would you feel?” At that time, it was sort of an “Oh Mom” moment, but I 

understand it now. I get it. Lord, make me your instrument. Create in me a heart that 

cares and which loves others – the one who chooses to help others feel good, to have 

optimistic feelings of themselves.  

It is much the same with the calls God makes to each of us. God does not only call 

pastors and bishops, deacons and missionaries. God calls all to “love and serve as we 

have been loved.” And it’s the same story each and every time. God calls. We answer.      

But the question is this: how do I, how do we, how does each of us answer the 
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summons God puts before us? Think about that for a moment. Just as Samuel in today’s 

Old Testament lesson talked himself out of believing the call was from God but rather 

Eli, how many times do we ignore God’s call? How often do we consciously CHOOSE to 

ignore the summons, talking ourselves out of the yes? But instead, the answer should be 

“yes, send me.” 

God sends us calls everyday. Often we are asked to love as we have been loved, 

to be servants rather than masters. Our call is the be the hands and feet of Christ, 

assisting those with needs, caring for the hungry, the lonely, the sick, the lost, the 

prisoner, and any one with needs of any kind. In addition, it is just as important when 

we hear the summons to serve, that we choose to follow Jesus and walk in his footsteps.  

Jesus asked his disciples and he asks us to follow him wherever he goes and 

whatever he does. This is the very same invitation Jesus offers Philip in today’s Gospel. 

This is the call we are to answer with an “I will follow you” and a “send me.” In fact, we 

shouldn’t have to ponder for a brief second to respond willingly and joyfully.  

We read and hear of the many places Jesus and his disciples traveled, teaching 

the Good News of Jesus Christ and serving those who are neglected. There is the story 

of the one who Jesus asked to follow. But that person had to take care of business on 

the home front before he could follow. This is not what Jesus asks us to do. There 

should be no questions asked, no analyzing. Just pick up and go. We are to be the ones 

who follow obediently. Think about the many places Jesus traveled with his followers – 
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cities, towns, and regions where they were the outsiders. They were not welcome; 

however, they went anyway.  

We read of many different places in Bible stories. Places were and are important 

to people. Part of their identity stems from the places they were born and grew up. How 

often do we ask when meeting someone new, “Where are you from?” But rather than 

wishing to know others’ identities, perhaps it would be better to look at who people are, 

not where they are from. Does a person’s hometown influence how an individual is 

viewed? Think about immigrants and the homeless. Do we think of them differently 

than our own families and friends?       

Maybe it would be better to look at these people as our brothers and sisters of 

the same Jesus Christ. For that is truth. We are ALL brothers and sisters of Jesus, Son of 

God. We are ALL connected by the One who has come to redeem and love. May we let 

go of the negative images of others according to the places they are from. Wouldn’t it 

be Godly to say we are ALL children of the God who loves each us beyond human 

measure? Remember, when we look at another, we are looking at the very image of 

God, the Creator. 

As Lutheran Christians, our identity lies in the Word of God and in the 

Sacraments. Martin Luther says the same thing. The Word and the Sacrament of Holy 

Communion are the most important parts of the worship service and should not be 

omitted. This is our Christian identity and we are to name this out loud to a world who 



8 
 

 
 

either has not heard, or chooses to ignore, the deep love of God who is Creator and 

Redeemer. And why would anyone want to ignore that we are made holy through 

Baptism and Holy Communion? These sacraments make us part of God’s family and fill 

us with the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

According to Sundays and Seasons, a theological reference for worship and 

sermon preparation, we hear this:  

All cultures distinguish between the secular (common) and the holy. 

In Christian understanding, holy places are where the Holy Spirit calls 

us to meet God, just as Samuel and Nathanael were called. In the union 

of God and humanity found in Christ’s incarnation, the holy is brought into 

what is common. In our union with Christ through baptism and holy 

communion, we too are made holy, and in our daily vocations we then 

bring the holy to meet the common. Could this change how we think about 

seemingly “mundane” tasks? 

 
This very statement points out the importance of understanding our daily lives, where 

Christ and the Holy Spirit dwell with each of us – in our daily, secular lives, as well as our 

worship and sacramental experiences. 

 On this very day, let each of us make it our mission to follow Christ. As part of 

humanity, we will not be able to fully understand who Christ truly is or what he has 

done and accomplished for this world. But as we continue to hear and read and receive 

the Holy Meal, let us be filled with the truth of who Jesus is, God incarnate. Knowingly, 

let us be aware of the presence of the Holy Spirit within and around us. The power of 

the Spirit of God is the one who allows us to learn and share all the has been done for, 

and given to, each of us. With this knowledge, may we follow Him who shows us how to 

love and serve and transform us into little Christs, who are the hands and feet of the 
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One we are invited to follow. When he says, “Come. Follow me,” let us RSVP with a sure 

and astounding, “Send me, Lord. Send me!” Amen. 

   

         

                    Sermon Hymn 

Will You Come and Follow Me (The Summons) 
Text: John L. Bell  

Music: Scottish traditional 
Used with permission in accordance with CCLI License #11023422 and/or One License #A-736849 

Will you come and follow me 
if I but call your name? 

Will you go where you don’t know 
and never be the same? 

Will you let my love be shown, 
will you let my name be known, 

will you let my life be grown 
in you and you in me? 

Will you leave yourself behind 
if I but call your name? 

Will you care for cruel and kind 
and never be the same? 

Will you risk the hostile stare, 
should your life attract or scare? 

Will you let me answer prayer 
in you and you in me? 

Will you let the blinded see 
if I but call your name? 
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Will you set the prisoners free 
and never be the same? 

Will you kiss the leper clean, 
and do such as this unseen, 
and admit to what I mean 

in you and you in me? 

Will you love the ‘you’ you hide 
if I but call your name? 

Will you quell the fear inside 
and never be the same? 

Will you use the faith you’ve found 
to reshape the world around, 

through my sight and touch and sound 
in you and you in me? 

Lord, your summons echoes true 
when you but call my name. 
 Let me turn and follow you 

and never be the same. 
In your company I’ll go 

where your love and footsteps show. 
Thus I’ll move and live and grow 

in you and you in me. 

 
 

The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
      creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
      who was conceived by the Holy Spirit 

      and born of the virgin Mary. 
      He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

      was crucified, died, and was buried; 
      he descended to hell. 

      The third day he rose again from the dead. 
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      He ascended to heaven 
      and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
      From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
      the holy catholic church, 
      the communion of saints, 

      the forgiveness of sins, 
      the resurrection of the body, 

      and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People 

 

Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, the 
world, and all people in need. 

A brief silence. 

For the body of Christ gathered throughout the world and for all servants of the gospel, 

that following Jesus, the church lives out its calling every day, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 

For the well-being of creation, for plants and animals, and for all that God has 

marvelously made, that we serve as wise stewards of Earth, our home, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 

For police officers and firefighters, for attorneys and paralegals, for peacekeepers and 

military personnel, and for the leaders of governments, that they provide protection to 

all people, especially the most vulnerable, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 

For those lacking food or shelter, for those who are sick or grieving, and for those who 

are imprisoned or homebound, especially LaVonne Black’s 2 cousins, Gayle Lee – friend 

of Connie Rawls, Pastor Tony Scheer, Tom Phillips - family of Scott and Pastor Carol 

Strand, Les Rheault, Marilyn Dolezal, Sarah VanRaden, Bonnie Duggan, Jeanne Roen, 

Edna Mae Lewis, Judy - Curt Meyer’s sister, Rose – Lenora Scheer’s niece, Greg Turner, 

Fern Softing, Brandon - Victoria Savanh’s cousin, and those we  name in our hearts 

before you., that God console all who suffer, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 
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For our neighborhood, for friends and family, and for all absent from our assembly due 

to the pandemic. May all who seek to know God be nourished by word and sacrament, 

let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 

In thanksgiving for the saints who have gone before us, especially those who are 

renewers and sustainers of the church, that their lives give us a vision of the gospel in 

action, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 

Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one 

who dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 

As we have been gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray together the pray we 

have been taught.  

Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation and 

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory. Forever and 

ever. Amen. 

Sending Hymn 

Songs of Thankfulness and Praise 
Text: Christopher Wordsworth 

Music: Jakob Hintze, arranged Johann Sebastian Bach 

Used with permission in accordance with CCLI License #11023422 and/or One License #A-736849 

 

Songs of thankfulness and praise, 

Jesus, Lord, to thee we raise; 

manifested by the star  

to the sages from afar, 

branch of royal David’s stem 

in the birth at Bethlehem: 

anthems be to thee addressed, 

God in flesh made manifest. 
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Grant us grace to see thee, Lord, 

present in thy holy word; 

grace to imitate thee now  

and be pure, as pure art thou; 

that we might become like thee 

at thy great epiphany, 

and may praise thee, ever blest, 

God in flesh made manifest. 
 

Sending 

Blessing 
 
God the creator strengthen you; 
Jesus the beloved fill you; 

and the Holy Spirit the comforter ☩ keep you in peace. 

Amen. 

Dismissal 
 

Go in peace. Be the light of Christ. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 

All material used from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship, 2006, Augsburg Publishing, are used 
with permission from One License #A-736849 and CCLI License #11023422  
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