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Announcement 

Today we will be celebrating the meal of Holy Communion. If you’d like to 

partake in one of God’s greatest gifts, have a small cup of wine or juice and a 

piece of bread or cracker. We will commune together virtually later in the service. 

Greeting  

May the grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

Confession and Forgiveness 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
whose voice is upon the waters, 
whose mercy is poured out upon all people, 
whose goodness cascades over all creation. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Holy God, 
you search us and know us. 
You are acquainted with all our ways. 
We confess that our hearts are burdened by sin— 
our own sins and the broken systems that bind us. 
We turn inward, failing to follow 
your outward way of love. 
We distrust those who are not like us. 
We exploit the earth and its resources 
and fail to consider generations to come. 
Forgive us, gracious God, 



2 
 

 
 

for all we have done and left undone. 
Even before the words are on our tongues, 
you know them; 
receive them in your divine mercy. Amen. 
 
How vast is God’s grace! 

Through the power and promise of ☩ Christ Jesus, 
our sins are washed away 
and we are claimed as God’s own beloved. 
Indeed, we are forgiven. 
In the wake of God’s forgiveness, 
we are called to be the beloved community 
living out Christ’s justice 
and the Spirit’s reconciling peace. 
Amen. 
 

 

Gathering Hymn  

God Is Here! 
Text: Fred Pratt Green 

Music: Cyril V. Taylor 

Used with permission in accordance with CCLI License #11023422 and/or One License #A-736849 

 

God is here! As we your people me 

Meet to offer praise and prayer, 

May we find in fuller measure 

What it is in Christ we share. 

Here, as in the world around us. 

All our varied skills and arts 

Wait the coming of the Spirit  

Into open minds and hearts. 
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Here are symbols to reminds us 

Of our lifelong need of grace; 

Here are table, font, and pulpit; 

Here the cross has central place. 

Here in honesty of preaching, 

Here in silence, as in speech 

Here, in newness and renewal, 

God the Spirit comes to each.! 

 

Lord of all, of church and kingdom 

In an age of change and doubt 

 keep us faithful to the gospel; 

help us work your purpose out. 

Here, in this day’s dedication,  

All we have to give, receive; 

We, who cannot live without you, 

We adore you! We believe! 
 

The Word 

The Old Testament reading for today is from the 1st Chapter of Genesis.  

  1In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was a 

formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept 

over the face of the waters. 3Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was 

light. 4And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the 

darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was 

evening and there was morning, the first day. (Genesis 1:1-5) 

This is the Old Testament lesson. 
 

 
Today’s reading from the Book of Psalms is Psalm 29. 
 

1Ascribe to the LORD, you gods, 

  ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 

 2Ascribe to the LORD the glory due God’s name; 

  worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness. 

 3The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; 

  the LORD is upon the mighty waters. 

 4The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice; 
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  the voice of the LORD is a voice of splendor.  

 5The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees; 

  the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon; 

 6the LORD makes Lebanon skip like a calf, 

  and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox. 

 7The voice of the LORD 

  bursts forth in lightning flashes. 

 8The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; 

  the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 

 9The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests bare. 

  And in the temple of the LORD all are crying, “Glory!” 

 10The LORD sits enthroned above the flood; 

  the LORD sits enthroned as king forevermore. 

 11O LORD, give strength to your people; 

  give them, O LORD, the blessings of peace. (Psalm 29) 

Here ends the Psalm. 

 

The New Testament reading for today is from the book of Acts, the 19th Chapter. 

1While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came to 

Ephesus, where he found some disciples. 2He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy 

Spirit when you became believers?” They replied, “No, we have not even heard that 

there is a Holy Spirit.” 3Then he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They 

answered, “Into John’s baptism.” 4Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of 

repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was to come after him, that is, 

in Jesus.” 5On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6When 

Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke in 

tongues and prophesied—7altogether there were about twelve of them. (Acts 19:1-7) 

Here ends the reading from the New Testament. 

 

The Gospel for today is from the 1st Chapter of Mark. Glory to You, O Lord. 

4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for 

the forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the 

people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river 

Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather 

belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, “The one who 
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is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie 

the thong of his sandals. 8I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with 

the Holy Spirit.” 

 

  9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the 

Jordan. 10And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart 

and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from heaven, “You are 

my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” (Mark 1:1-11) 

Word of God. Word of life. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 
    

  
 The Message 

 John the Baptist. John, the one who testifies to the light. John, dear cousin of 

Jesus, And John, the one who is NOT the Holy Spirit, not the Messiah. In the last few 

weeks, our Gospel readings have addressed John’s purpose in the stories of God’s plans. 

On the Second Sunday of Advent, John had come to prepare the way for Jesus. The next 

week, the Third Sunday of Advent, John said he was unworthy to untie the strap of 

Jesus’ sandal, and then we heard he had come to testify to the Light. It almost seems as 

if John is the big deal in these Bible stories. Perhaps he was sort of a big deal but nothing 

as important as the One who was born in the manger. You see, John was the herald who 

prepared the hearts and minds of those who waited for the Messiah to come. 
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 The strange thing though, is that John’s preaching, teaching, and baptizing were 

all done when both he and Jesus were adults. So why, do we hear so much about John 

during the Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany seasons? Why is John such a big deal? And 

maybe the bigger question is this: why was Jesus baptized if he was sinless? 

         John was born to prepare the way for Jesus. Once again, look at who God has 

chosen to carry out God’s plan. God’s works and plans are beyond our own 

comprehension. Yet, these plans certainly remain over the vast expanse of the time of 

eternity, so it’s likely we wouldn’t even understand what God has in store for all the 

world and all time. But yes, John did play a role. His birth occurred three to six months 

before Jesus was born. John was born to prepare the way for humanity to see and know 

who Jesus was. Even as infants, John’s and Jesus’ lives were set in motion, carrying out 

God’s plans. 

Jesus was baptized by John, even though Jesus surely did not need to be 

baptized. Jesus was sinless, a holy and divine man, in human form.  John baptized with 

water and for the forgiveness of sins. But Jesus was baptized in the River Jordan, by John 

to “fulfill all righteousness.” We hear these very words in the Gospel of Matthew where 

we read of Jesus’ baptism by the author of another Gospel. In other words, the fulfilling 

of righteousness is explained as full obedience to God. And that, my dear ones, is what 

God wants from us – to be 100%, totally, fully obedient to the Creator. So if anyone ever 
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asks you why the sinless, perfect Jesus was baptized, you can answer with these words: 

Jesus says this himself, “to fulfill all righteousness.” 

Another question that comes to mind when discussing the baptism of Jesus by 

John: why water? And why the wind or breath of God? What does this all mean? In the 

very beginning of time, the breath of God blew over the void of earth which was filled 

with water, as we read in the very first verses of the Bible. Water is necessary for all 

forms of life, plant and animal, so water was a gift from the omniscient, all knowing, 

ever-present God who was and is and is to be. Water gives life. So when Jesus was 

baptized with water, we can understand this very water represents Jesus’ death and 

descent into hell, shown by our first immersion or sprinkling with water. And when Jesus 

died, he took all our sins upon himself. He erased our sins with his suffering and death, 

so we can receive new life in Christ. Baptism is truly new life and also, the promise of 

eternal life. 

In the story of John baptizing Jesus in Mark, we hear these words from John: “I 

baptize with water but he comes to baptize with the Spirit.” This single statement 

separates our own baptisms by the Holy Spirit from the Jesus’s baptism by John. The 

Holy Spirit, the very same breath of God that moved over the waters in the Creation of 

all things, is present in the baptism we receive It is the same Holy Spirit who enters the 

disciples on the Day of Pentecost. This breath, this Spirit calls us beloved daughters and 
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sons of God. And through the Spirit, we are called be on the mission to re-create the 

very world in which we live.  

What? Re-create (maybe restore would be a better word) this world God has 

given us as God’s Spirit moved over the waters. Yes, exactly. We are called to be the 

hands and feet of Christ, making this world new again so all may live in peace and 

justice. You see, humanity has made a mess out of what we have been given. And it is 

essential for us for the benefit of all our neighbors, no matter who or where they are, to 

be agents of restoration for God’s vision of peace, justice, and righteousness. Yes, our 

baptisms are not only blessings for each of us. This sacrament is also a call; a call for the 

benefit and welfare of our brothers and sisters throughout the world. 

In baptism, there is the love for all people and fulfillment of all righteousness. 

Through this holy act, we receive and share the gifts of reconciliation and forgiveness.  

The Holy Spirit of God rests upon us, just as it rested upon Jesus in his baptism. As a gift 

for the entire world, we can breathe out the Spirit of the living God. This Spirit 

encourages us to love, serve, and share. 

The expression of baptism might best be explained by the words of Cyril of 

Jerusalem, from his Lectures on the Christian Sacraments. Cyril says: 

 You were led to the holy pool of divine baptism. And each 
of you was asked, whether you believed in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. You made that 
saving confession, and descended three times into the water, 
and ascended again—here also, in a hidden and figurative way, 
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pointing at the three-day burial of Christ. For as our Savior 
passed three days and three nights in the heart of the earth, so 
you also, in your first ascent out of the water, represented the 
first day of Christ in the earth, and by your descent, the night. 
For as they who are in the night see no more, but they who are 
in the day remain in the light, so in descending you saw nothing, 
as in the night, but in ascending again, we were as in the day. Let 
no one suppose that baptism is merely the grace of remission of 
sins, as was John’s baptism. No: baptism conveys to us the gift of 
the Holy Spirit, and God, who has presented you, as it were, alive 
from the dead, is able to grant you to walk in newness of life. 
Breath figures frequently in Scripture. God’s breath or Spirit 
hovers over the chaos in creation in Genesis. Breath or Spirit 
enters the nostrils of the created in the story. Breath and Spirit 
is breathed onto the disciples by Jesus when he appears to them 
after his resurrection. In the gospel text, as Jesus rises from the 
waters, the Spirit, the breath of God, descends like a dove. Jesus, 
having held his breath under the water, rises as a model of death 
and life for us, breathing in the life of the Spirit. He is arisen and 
claimed by God as the beloved with whom God is pleased. 

   

Hear these words from our own book of worship, the ELW. This might just be the 

best and shortest summary of what our baptism means: “We give you thanks, O God, 

that through water and the Holy Spirit you give your [children] new birth” Amen.                                                      

                                                           Sermon Hymn 

Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters 
Text: Ruth Duck 

Music: The Sacred Heart, Philadelphia 
              Used with permission in accordance with CCLI License #11023422 and/or One License #A-736849 

 

Wash, O God, our sons and daughters, 
where your cleansing waters flow. 
Number them among your people; 

bless as Christ blessed long ago. 
Weave them garments bright and sparkling; 

compass them with love and light 
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Fill, anoint them; send your Spirit, 
holy dove and heart's delight. 

 
We who bring them long for nurture; 

by your milk may we be fed. 
Let us join your feast, partaking 

cup of blessing, living bread. 
God, renew us, guide our footsteps; 

free from sin and all its snares, 
one with Christ in living, dying, 
by your Spirit, children, heirs 

 

Oh, how deep your holy wisdom! 

Unimagined, all your ways! 

To your name be glory, honor! 

With our lives we worship, praise! 

We your people stand before you, 

water-washed and Spirit born. 

By your grace, our lives we offer. 

Recreate us; God, transform! 

 

The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
      creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
      who was conceived by the Holy Spirit 

      and born of the virgin Mary. 
      He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

      was crucified, died, and was buried; 
      he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again. 
      He ascended to heaven 

      and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
      From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
      the holy catholic church, 
      the communion of saints, 
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      the forgiveness of sins, 
      the resurrection of the body, 

      and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers of the People 

Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, the 
world, and all people in need. 

A brief silence. 

For the church throughout the world and its leaders, especially all pastors and bishops, 
that guided by the Holy Spirit they proclaim the forgiveness of sins, let us pray. Have 
mercy, O God. 
 
For wilderness and water, wind and wild beasts, and all living things on earth, that God’s 
goodness is revealed through creation and faithful stewards care for all God has made, 
let us pray. Have mercy, O God. 
 
For the nations of the world and their leaders, for laborers busy both day and night, and 
for peacemakers amid strife, that God inspire all people to use their strength wisely, let 
us pray. Have mercy, O God. 
 
For the sick and those who provide medical care, for the imprisoned and those who 
show them mercy, for the lonely and those who provide companionship, for all who 
suffer especially Gayle Lee – friend of Connie Rawls, Pastor Tony Scheer, Tom Phillips - 
family of Scott and Pastor Carol Strand, Kim Olschlager, Les Rheault, Marilyn 
Dolezal, Sarah VanRaden, Bonnie Duggan, Jeanne Roen, Edna Mae Lewis, Judy - Curt 
Meyer’s sister, Rose – Lenora Scheer’s niece, Greg Turner, Fern Softing, Brandon - 
Victoria Savanh’s cousin, and those we name in our hearts before  you, that God shower 
compassion, let us pray. Have mercy, O God. 
 
For the congregation gathered here, for students returning to school, for those seeking 
renewal in their daily work, that all the beloved of God experience grace and peace, let 
us pray. Have mercy, O God. 
 
In thanksgiving for the faithful departed who now rest from their labors, that their 
witness inspire us in our baptismal vocations.  We pray especially for the family of Bob 
Stroup, Robyn Vinje’s brother, who died this week.  Let us pray. Have mercy, O God. 
 
Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one 
who dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
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As we continue in prayer this morning, let us pray and receive comfort as “the Holy 

Spirit intercedes for us with sighs too deep for words.” (Romans 8:26) 

Lord of all and God of peace, hear our prayers as we ask for your comfort after the 

events on the Day of Epiphany. 

Grant comfort to those who are frightened as a result of domestic terrorism. Remove all 

actions of injustice, racism, and evil. Protect those who are put in harm’s way because of 

others’ selfishness and wickedness. Heal those who have suffered injury and comfort 

the family of the woman who lost her life in the Capitol. Bless those who protect each of 

us: the police, the National Guard, and the armed services. Restore peace in this land 

where we have been taking sides on issues that individuals cannot solve. And make each 

of us aware of our duty to love all, even though we may be of different mindsets. Lord 

have mercy. Christ have mercy. Lord have mercy. Amen. 

 

Holy Communion 

                      

The Great Thanksgiving 

 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us gift thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Epiphany Preface  

 

Holy One, 

the beginning and the end, 

the giver of life; 

Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 

Blessed are you in darkness and in light. 

Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 

Blessed are you in prophets’ hopes and dreams. 
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Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 

Blessed are you for you son Jesus, the Word made flesh.  

And so, with the whole Christian church on earth, 

We praise your name and join the ending hymn… 

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  

Hosanna in the highest.  

Blessed is he who comes in the name if the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest.  

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

 

 

 

Words of Institution 

 

On the night our Lord was betrayed, he took bread, blessed it and broke it, and gave it 

to his disciples saying, “Take and eat. This is my body which is given for you. Do this in 

remembrance of me.” 

After supper, our Lord took the cup gave thanks and blessed it and said to his disciples, 

“This cup is the new promise in my blood which is shed for you and for ALL people for 

the forgiveness of sins. When you drink from this cup, remember me, for I will not drink 

from it until I return.” 

The Lord’s Prayer 

As we have been gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray together the pray we 

have been taught.  

Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed by thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation and 

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory. Forever and 

ever. Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 
 
Beloved: here is bread; here is wine. Here is Jesus. 
Come and be fed. 
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We eat and drink together 

Prayer after Communion 
 

Christ Jesus, 
at this table we have feasted on your very life 
and are strengthened for our journey. 
Send us forth from this banquet 
nourished in body and in spirit 
to proclaim your good news 
and serve others in your name. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 

Sending Hymn 

Shine, Jesus, Shine 
Text and music: Graham Kendrick 

 

Shine, Jesus, shine 
Fill this land with the Father's glory 

Blaze, Spirit, blaze 
Set our hearts on fire 

Flow, river, flow 
Flood the nations with grace and mercy 

Send forth your word 
Lord, and let there be light 

Lord, the light of your love is shining 
In the midst of the darkness, shining 

Jesus, Light of the world, shine upon us 
Set us free by the truth you now bring us 

Shine on me, shine on me 

Shine, Jesus, shine 
Fill this land with the Father's glory 

Blaze, Spirit, blaze 
Set our hearts on fire 

Flow, river, flow 
Flood the nations with grace and mercy 

Send forth your word 
Lord, and let there be light 

 
As we gaze on your kingly brightness 

So our faces display your likeness 
Ever changing from glory to glory 
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Mirrored here may our lives tell your story 
Shine on me, shine on me 

 
Shine, Jesus, shine 

Fill this land with the Father's glory 
Blaze, Spirit, blaze 

Set our hearts on fire 
Flow, river, flow 

Flood the nations with grace and mercy 
Send forth your word 

Lord, and let there be light 

 

 

 

 

 

Sending 

Blessing 
 

God the creator strengthen you; 
Jesus the beloved fill you; 

and the Holy Spirit the comforter ☩ keep you in peace. 

Amen. 

Dismissal 
 

Go in peace. Be the Light of Christ. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

 

All material used from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship, 2006, Augsburg Publishing, are used 
with permission from One License #A-736849 and CCLI License #11023422. 

 

 


