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Service for Sunday, December 20, 2020  
Provided via Elim’s website, Email, and Facebook 

 

        The Fourth Sunday in Advent 

Announcement 

Please join us on Thursday, December 24th for virtual Christmas Eve service. 

 

Greeting & Lighting of the Advent Candles 

May the grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

Today we light the fourth candle on the Advent wreath. The Light of Christ is 

burning brighter as the coming of the Messiah draws near. Today’s candle is the Love 

candle. The Love is born in a manger and comes to us with mercy, grace, and love for all 

humanity. Come, Lord Jesus. Come.            

                               

 

Let us pray. 
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free us 
from the sin that would obstruct your mercy, that willingly we may bear your redeeming 
love to all the world, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

 

Gathering Hymn  

Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah 
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Text: Wayne L. Wold 

Music: Traditional Yiddish Folk Tune 

Used with permission in accordance with CCLI License #11023422 and/or One License #A-736849 

 

Light one candle to watch for Messiah: 

let the Light banish darkness. 

He shall bring salvation to Israel, 

God fulfills the promise. 

 

Light two candles to watch for Messiah: 

Let the Light banish darkness. 

He shall feed the flock like a shepherd,  

Gently lead them homeward. 

 

Light three candles to watch for Messiah: 

Let the Light banish darkness. 

Lift your heads and lift high the gateway 

For the King of glory. 

 

Light four candles to watch for Messiah: 

let the Light banish darkness. 

He is coming, tell the glad tidings. 

Let your lights be shining! 

 

 

The Word 

The Old Testament reading for today is from the 7th Chapter of 2nd Samuel.  

  1Now when the king was settled in his house, and the LORD had given him rest from 
all his enemies around him, 2the king said to the prophet Nathan, “See now, I am living 
in a house of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent.” 3Nathan said to the king, “Go, do 
all that you have in mind; for the LORD is with you.” 
  4But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan: 5Go and tell my servant 
David: Thus says the LORD: Are you the one to build me a house to live in? 6I have not 
lived in a house since the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, 
but I have been moving about in a tent and a tabernacle. 7Wherever I have moved about 
among all the people of Israel, did I ever speak a word with any of the tribal leaders of 
Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why have you not 
built me a house of cedar?” 8Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant David: Thus 
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says the LORD of hosts: I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep to be 
prince over my people Israel; 9and I have been with you wherever you went, and have 
cut off all your enemies from before you; and I will make for you a great name, like the 
name of the great ones of the earth. 10And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and 
will plant them, so that they may live in their own place, and be disturbed no more; and 
evildoers shall afflict them no more, as formerly, 11from the time that I appointed judges 
over my people Israel; and I will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover 
the LORD declares to you that the LORD will make you a house. 16Your house and your 
kingdom shall be made sure forever before me; your throne shall be established forever. 
(2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16) 

This is the Old Testament lesson. 

 

 
 

 
In place of a Psalm today, we will hear a reading from the 1st Chapter of Luke. This 
reading is commonly known as The Magnificat, which is Mary’s song of praise and a 
paraphrase of a reading from the 1st Samuel, the 2nd Chapter. 
 
 46bMy soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 

  47my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 

 48for you, Lord, have looked with favor on your lowly servant. 

  From this day all generations will call me blessed: 

 49you, the Almighty, have done great things for me 

  and holy is your name. 

 50You have mercy on those who fear you, 

  from generation to generation.  

 51You have shown strength with your arm 

  and scattered the proud in their conceit, 

 52casting down the mighty from their thrones 

  and lifting up the lowly. 

 53You have filled the hungry with good things 

  and sent the rich away empty. 
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 54You have come to the aid of your servant Israel, 

  to remember the promise of mercy, 

 55the promise made to our ancestors, 

  to Abraham and his children forever. (Luke 1:46b-55) 

Here ends the reading from the Gospel of Luke. 
 

The New Testament reading is from Romans, the 16th Chapter 
 

25Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the 

proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept 

secret for long ages 26but is now disclosed, and through the prophetic writings is made 

known to all the Gentiles, according to the command of the eternal God, to bring about 

the obedience of faith—27to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the 

glory forever! Amen. (Romans 16:25-27) 

Here ends the New Testament lesson. 

 

The Gospel for today is from the 25th Chapter of Matthew. Glory to You, O Lord. 

26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called 

Nazareth, 27to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of 

David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored 

one! The Lord is with you.” 29But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered 

what sort of greeting this might be. 30The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for 

you have found favor with God. 31And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a 

son, and you will name him Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be called the Son of the 

Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33He will 

reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 34Mary 

said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” 35The angel said to her, “The 

Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; 

therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 36And now, your 

relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for 

her who was said to be barren. 37For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38Then Mary 

said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” 

Then the angel departed from her. (Luke 1:26-38) 

Word of God. Word of life. Praise to you, O Christ. 
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________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Message 

Did You Ever Wonder? 

There have been many times in my life I’ve seen, said, or heard the words “I 

wonder.” It’s likely for you, too. I wonder if the bread will turn out all right? I wonder if I 

can pass this test? I wonder if the mail will be delivered on time? I wonder if he will heal 

from this injury? I wonder why this had to happen? I wonder, I wonder, I wonder? 

Wondering is part of human nature. It allows us to process what has happened or 

is happening to us. In regard to our faith in the God who created us, it might even be a 

time when our faith is questionable. But still, we continue to wonder. 

In the past few weeks, there have discussions with my colleagues on Facebook. 

The question we were pondering was “Mary, Did You Know?” – a question based on a 

contemporary Christmas carol of the same name. The singer asks the question if Mary 

really knew what the visit by the Angel Gabriel meant. Did she know what she was 

agreeing to when she replied with a yes to what God was calling her to do: To give birth 
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to the Son of God, the Savior of the world? Did she know at that time, that God’s and 

her Son would heal the sick, give sight to the blind, and give the lame the ability to 

walk? 

Did Mary realize that her Baby Boy would walk on water, would calm storms with 

his hand and voice? And what about raising the dead? Even more than these things, did 

she certainly believe that her child was the Son of God, even God, the great I Am? If she 

did know all these things, I wonder how she could have said yes to the message God had 

delivered to her via Gabriel? 

I’m not certain I would have been able to answer in the affirmative to what I had 

been asked to do. She was such a simple, lowly teenage girl, about the age of 14 or 15. 

Would my faith have been as strong and sure as Mary’s was? With all the science and 

research we have today, would I have even believed this message and messenger? 

This discussion with my friends who are pastors was settled in this way: Of 

course, Mary knew what she was in for when she said yes. Even if she wasn’t aware, her 

trust in God would make her say yes. In fact, some of my friends said they didn’t care for 

this Christmas carol very much simply because the title is such a ridiculous question: 

Mary did you know? Of course, she knew! She was chosen by God to be the mother of 

the Savior. God knew of Mary’s faith and her trust, and so she was the chosen one, 

chosen because of God’s favor and her faith. 
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Mary was Jewish girl. She was likely aware of much of the history of her 

ancestors. Mary was certainly aware of God keeping God’s promises to David. Jesus, her 

Baby Boy was to sit on the throne, the metaphorical throne from which King David had 

reigned. Jesus was and is the King of the world, the everlasting Messiah. Jesus came to 

save the world from their sins, much as an earthly king saves his subjects from their 

enemies. Isn’t sin the enemy of all humanity? 

The Mother of God said yes to the call that was given her. She is an ultimate 

example of what it means to live a life of servitude. She agreed to the message Gabriel 

delivered to her. This call certainly was given to Mary at the highest level – sparing her 

the details of all her Son would do and be. But lacking these details, she said yes 

anyway. Think about that for a moment, how do we respond to a request? Do we need 

to know everything expected of us before we respond? Or maybe, when it comes to 

serving our neighbors, we should just say, “I’m in – here am I.” 

We know, just by looking around, our world and its people have many needs. And 

we hear about those needs frequently. Let us not be afraid to love as we have been 

loved and to serve as we have been served. Once again, it is one of the two greatest 

commandments to love one another with the loyal and generous love Jesus has given to 

us.  

Taking a look at the Old Testament lesson for today, we can see God does not 

want or need a house. The tent is a temporary a dwelling place. King David wanted to 
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build a house for YHWH. But God’s house is in people. Think about this for a second, 

Beloveds. If God resides in us, in all of humanity, shouldn’t it be our call, duty, and 

desire, to serve the house of God, all people, especially whose needs for life’s 

necessities are scarce or lacking?  

Mary, a faithful servant of her God and our God, is to be our example. Did she 

know all that was in store for her? Did she understand what this call that she answered 

with a “yes, Lord, let me be your servant.”? Are we able to say yes to God with no 

questions asked? That is our call – to answer whenever the Lord knocks, telling us to 

love one another. Just as Mary answered with a certain yes, we must answer yes, as 

well. 

Yes, Mary knew what was in store for her and God’s Son. She still answered yes. 

And we can answer yes. Too. Amen. 

 

 

                    Sermon Hymn 

My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness 
Text: Based on the Magnificat  

Music: English Folk Tune, arranged by Ralph Vaughan Williams 
Used with permission in accordance with CCLI License #11023422 and/or One License #A-736849 
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My soul proclaims your greatness, Lord; 

I sing my Savior’s praise! 

You looked upon my lowliness 

And I am full of grace. 

 Now ev’ry land and ev’ry age 

This blessing shall proclaim – 

Great wonders you have done for me, 

And holy is your name.  

 

To all who live in holy fear 
Your mercy ever flows. 

With mighty arm you dash the proud, 
Their scheming hearts expose. 

The ruthless you have cast aside, 
The lowly throned instead; 

The hungry filled with all good things, 
The rich sent off unfed. 

 
To Israel, your servant blest,  

Your help is ever sure; 
The promise to our parents made 

Their children will secure. 
Sing glory to the Holy One, 

Give honor to the Word, 
And praise the Pow’r of the Most High, 

One God by all adored.  
 
 

The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
      creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
      who was conceived by the Holy Spirit 

      and born of the virgin Mary. 
      He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

      was crucified, died, and was buried; 
      he descended to hell. 
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      The third day he rose again from the dead. 
      He ascended to heaven 

      and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
      From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
      the holy catholic church, 
      the communion of saints, 

      the forgiveness of sins, 
      the resurrection of the body, 

      and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People 

God of power and might, fulfill your promise and come quickly to this weary world. Hear 
our prayers for everyone in need. 

A brief silence. 

Gracious God, all generations call you blessed. In this holy season we pray for our 
neighbors of other denominations and faiths; all who gather is churches, mosques, 
temples, and synagogues. Inspire the faith of their people. Cultivate understanding 
among us and strengthen us in love and service to our community and to all people of 
this world. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Creator God, you scatter the proud. Everything we have belongs first to you. Bless and 
protect the seas, mountains, plains, forests, skies, and soils that surround us. Give us 
humility as we tend them. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Righteous God, you humble the powerful and lift up the lowly. We pray for the leaders 
of all nations, that they amplify the voices of people in need. Guide all people entrusted 
with leadership, to create societies in which everyone can flourish. Bless the work of 
Bishops Elizabeth and Tessa. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Compassionate God, you fill the hungry with good things and send the rich away empty. 
Nourish those who lack access to adequate food and nutrition. Protect those in need of 
warm clothing and a warm place to sleep. Bless the work of advocates, community 
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organizers, and food pantries. Encourage others to provide for their neighbors in need. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Healing God, you pour out mercy to all who cry out to you. Surround everyone in need 
of healing in body, mind, or spirit with your tender presence, especially Pastor Tony 
Scheer, Gayle Lee – Connie Rawls’ friend, Tom Phillips - family of Scott and Pastor Carol 
Strand, Kim Olschlager, Les Rheault, Marilyn Dolezal,  Sarah VanRaden, Bonnie Duggan, 
Jeanne Roen, Edna Mae Lewis, Judy - Curt Meyer’s sister, Rose – Lenora Scheer’s niece, 
Greg Turner, Fern Softing, Brandon - Victoria Savanh’s cousin, and those we  name in 
our hearts before you. Ease their suffering and support them when they struggle. Hear 
us, O God. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Eternal God, you are faithful to the promises you made to our forebears. We give thanks 
for the ministry of Katharina von Bora Luther and other ancestors who organized, 
planned, dreamed, encouraged, and reached out as they served you. We give thanks for 
the bold leadership of female leaders in our own time. Inspire others with their 
steadfast witness. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 
Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

As we have been gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray together the pray we 

have been taught.  

Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed by thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation and 

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory. Forever and 

ever. Amen. 

Sending Hymn 

Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise 
Music: Richard W. Hillert 

Used with permission in accordance with CCLI License #11023422 and/or One License #A-736849 
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Thankful hearts and voices raise; 

Tell ev’ryone what God has done. 

Let all who seek the Lord rejoice 

And bear Christ’s holy name. 

Send us with your promises, O God, 

And lead us forth in joy 

With shouts of thanksgiving. 

Alleluia. 
 

 

Sending 

Blessing 
 
The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting, 
the long-expected Savior fill you with love, 

the unexpected Spirit guide your journey, 

☩ now and forever. 

Amen. 

Dismissal 
 

Go in peace. 

Prepare the way of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 

All material used from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship, 2006, Augsburg Publishing, are used 
with permission from One License #A-736849 and CCLI License #11023422  
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