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Service for Sunday, December 13, 2020  
provided via Elim’s website, Email, and Facebook 

 

        The Third Sunday in Advent 

Announcements 

• We will share in Holy Communion this morning. If you’d like to partake, have 

a small cup of wine or juice and a piece of bread or cracker. We will commune 

together virtually later in the service. 

• Join us for our final vitual Midweek Advent Service on Wednesday, streaming 

at 7:00. 

Greeting & Lighting of the Advent Candles 

May the grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

Today we light three candles on the Advent wreath. While we watch them slowly 

burn, we wait with longing for the coming Messiah. And while we wait, let us all be 

witnesses to the light of Jesus Christ. Come, Lord Jesus. Come 

                          

Let us pray.  
Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to the words of your 

prophets, that, anointed by your Spirit, we may testify to your light; through Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

Amen. 

 
Confession and Forgiveness 

Together let us honestly and humbly confess 
that we have not lived as God desires. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
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Loving and forgiving God, 

we confess that we are held captive by sin. 

In spite of our best efforts, we have gone astray. 

We have not welcomed the stranger; 

we have not loved our neighbor; 

we have not been Christ to one another. 

Restore us, O God. 

Wake us up and turn us from our sin. 

Renew us each day in the light of Christ. Amen. 

 

People of God, hear this glad news: 

by God’s endless grace 

our sins are forgiven, and we are free— 

free from all that holds us back 

and free to live in the peaceable realm of God. 

May each if us be strengthened in God’s love, 

☩ comforted by Christ’s peace, 

and accompanied with the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Gathering Hymn  

Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah 
Text: Wayne L. Wold 

Music: Traditional Yiddish Folk Tune 

Used with permission in accordance with CCLI License #11023422 and/or One License #A-736849 

 

Light one candle to watch for Messiah: 

let the Light banish darkness. 

He shall bring salvation to Israel, 

God fulfills the promise. 

 

Light two candles to watch for Messiah: 

Let the Light banish darkness. 

He shall feed the flock like a shepherd,  

Gently lead them homeward. 
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Light three candles to watch for Messiah: 

Let the Light banish darkness. 

Lift your heads and lift high the gateway 

For the King of glory. 

 

 

The Word 

The Old Testament reading for today is from the 61st Chapter of Isaiah.  

 1The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, 
  because the LORD has anointed me; 
 he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, 
  to bind up the brokenhearted, 
 to proclaim liberty to the captives, 
  and release to the prisoners; 
 2to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor, 
  and the day of vengeance of our God; 
  to comfort all who mourn; 
 3to provide for those who mourn in Zion— 
  to give them a garland instead of ashes, 
 the oil of gladness instead of mourning, 
  the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. 
 They will be called oaks of righteousness, 
  the planting of the LORD, to display his glory. 
 4They shall build up the ancient ruins, 
  they shall raise up the former devastations; 
 they shall repair the ruined cities, 
  the devastations of many generations. 
 
 8For I the LORD love justice, 
  I hate robbery and wrongdoing; 
 I will faithfully give them their recompense, 
  and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. 
 9Their descendants shall be known among the nations, 
  and their offspring among the peoples; 
 all who see them shall acknowledge 
  that they are a people whom the LORD has blessed. 
 10I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, 
  my whole being shall exult in my God; 
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 for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, 
  he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 
 as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 
  and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
 11For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 
  and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, 
 so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise 
  to spring up before all the nations. (Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11) 

This is the Old Testament lesson. 
 
 
Today’s reading from the Book of Psalms is the 126th Chapter. 
 

     1When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion, 
  then were we like those who dream. 
 2Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with shouts of joy. 
  Then they said among the nations, “The LORD has done great things for them.” 
 3The LORD has done great things for us, 
  and we are glad indeed. 
 4Restore our fortunes, O LORD, 
  like the watercourses of the Negeb.  
  5Those who sowed with tears 
  will reap with songs of joy. 
 6Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, 
  will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves. (Psalm 126) 

  

Here ends the Psalm. 

 

The New Testament reading for today is from the book of 1st Thessalonians. 

16Rejoice always, 17pray without ceasing, 18give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the 

will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 19Do not quench the Spirit. 20Do not despise the 

words of prophets, 21but test everything; hold fast to what is good; 22abstain from every 

form of evil. 

  23May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul 

and body be kept sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24The one 

who calls you is faithful, and he will do this. (1 Thessalonians 5:16-24) 
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Here ends the reading from the New Testament. 

 

The Gospel for today is from the book of John, the 1st Chapter. Glory to You, O Lord. 

6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to 

testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, 

but he came to testify to the light. 

 

  19This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from 

Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20He confessed and did not deny it, but 

confessed, “I am not the Messiah.” 21And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” 

He said, “I am not.” “Are you the prophet?” He answered, “No.” 22Then they said to him, 

“Who are you? Let us have an answer for those who sent us. What do you say about 

yourself?” 23He said, 

 “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, 

 ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ ” 

as the prophet Isaiah said. 

  24Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. 25They asked him, “Why then are you 

baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?” 26John answered 

them, “I baptize with water. Among you stands one whom you do not know, 27the one 

who is coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.” 28This took 

place in Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptizing. (John 1:6-8, 19-28) 

 Word of God. Word of life. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

     
    

 

________________________________________________________________________ 
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 Message 
 
Rejoice always! And again, I say rejoice! This is definitely a phrase which 

expresses great exultations – you know, great joy and praise. Of course, this time of 

year, we might even feel that way. Today is the Third Sunday of Advent, also known as 

Gaudete Sunday. And if you haven’t already guessed it, gaudete is the Latin word for 

rejoice. Even with COVID hanging over our heads like a dark, miserable cloud, or if we 

are feeling alone, distraught this time of year, we have received a gift so great. This gift, 

even in dark times, is given to bless us with more than we can possibly understand. 

What does a joy so grand, so unbelievable look like? What does it feel like? Does this joy 

even include the God of all? So let’s dig in to rejoicing… 

Today’s readings from the Old Testament, the Book of Psalms, from the New 

Testament, and the Gospel all display for us radical gifts which should make us rejoice. 

The reading from Isaiah speaks volumes to the Jewish people who had lost so much over 

their history. Yet, they are told to rejoice because of all God has done for them.  

God has anointed these people to be disciples of God – anointed to preach good 

news to the oppressed and freedom to the imprisoned and comfort those who mourn. 

Does that sound familiar? It sounds just like the call the Disciples received when they 

were summoned by Jesus. And guess what? The very same call is made to each of us. 

We have been summoned to share the good news and feed and clothe and comfort 

those without life’s necessities and those who are hurting. And my friends, it is one of 
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the two greatest commandments – to love God first with everything we’ve got and then 

love the oppressed, the imprisoned, the sick, those grieving. This truly is servant 

language! 

There is also something in store for each of us, as is said in this text from Isaiah. 

These Jewish people were clothed with the cloak of righteous, and so are we. This 

clothing of righteousness is not a fancy suit or dress, or comfy pj’s, or jeans and a 

sweatshirt. This is the robe of righteousness WE received in our baptisms – the blanket 

babies receive here at Elim when they are baptized. This warm wrap represents the love 

and promises that are made to us. This wrap also reminds us that we are surrounded 

with the love and light of Christ. 

Perhaps, for the very early Christian folks, the clothing of righteousness is simply 

a metaphor for their promised salvation, because John the Baptist had not begun 

baptizing nor had Jesus instituted the practice of baptizing with the Spirit. But soon, 

Jesus appeared to John in the wilderness.  Even so, this cloak of righteousness and 

salvation, metaphor or not, is surely a peek into the future that awaits us.  

The ancients, and us, are made to be like oak trees, which are sturdy, strong 

hardwood trees. We are called to stand strong and upright in the knowledge that God 

saves. We are like oaks, strong in the promises that God makes to us. All these things 

are good reason to rejoice. 
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Moving along to the Psalm, we see more for which we are to give thanks and be 

glad. This reading is joyous for our mouths are filled with laughter and our tongues with 

shouts of joy. Those who are sorrowful sing songs of rejoicing. Those who toil and labor 

go out weeping. But they return with joy, carrying the fruit of their labors. This verse 

from the 126th Psalm is beautiful: The Lord has done great things for us, and we are glad 

indeed. Rejoice, and again I say rejoice! 

This morning, I am going to read again the New Testament lesson from 1st 

Thessalonians: 

16Rejoice always, 17pray without ceasing, 18give thanks in 
 all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus 
 for you. 19Do not quench the Spirit. 20Do not despise the words 
of prophets, 21but test everything; hold fast to what is good;  
22abstain from every form of evil. 
  23May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; an 
 may your spirit and soul and body be kept sound and blameless 
 at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24The one who calls you 
 is faithful, and he will do this. 

 
Here, Paul in his letter to the people of Thessalonica, first reminds them of what 

they are called to do in response to the love of God and the grace and mercy of Jesus 

the risen and ascended Christ. Pray without ceasing – now this does not mean to pray 

with your hands folded and eyes closed continuously. What this means is to live lives of 

goodness, mercy, and thanksgiving at all times. Walking in the light of Christ 

continuously allows us to pray without ceasing. And what about giving thanks in ALL 

circumstances? Yes, we are to give thanks for everything, even the things that don’t 
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seem to be positive. There are times in our lives when darkness seems to prevail, but if 

you think about the times after the darkness has lifted, doesn’t it seem as though there 

were lessons to be learned and the light is much brighter than before?  

Do not stop the holy work of the Spirit, for she accompanies us on this journey 

we call life. Always - without ceasing. The Advocate never leaves us, even at the times 

when we abandon her. Paul also tells us that we are to hold fast, cling to, what is good. 

That simply is common sense. Avoid evil. Who wants to be tangled up with the evil one? 

Those powers of evil and the devil are attempting to snag us daily. So, one of the things 

we are called to do is certainly avoid evil. 

Despite these obligations, there is also great reward for us at the end of our days. 

The God of peace will bless all our days, and preserve our coming and going until at last, 

all the promises made to us are fulfilled. This is a truly glorious reminder of what the 

coming of Jesus, the first time and at the last when he returns again. Rejoice, and again I 

say rejoice! 

On this this third Sunday in Advent, let us listen again to what John the Baptist is 

telling us. He is telling us to rejoice by understanding he is NOT the one who we are 

waiting for. John shares his mission with us. He prepares the way for the Light of the 

World. He tells us, in today’s Gospel reading that Jesus will be the one that identifies 

himself as the Messiah. Jesus will let us know that he is the “Son of God,” he is the 

“Bread of Life,” and he is the “the Resurrection.” Jesus will come again to save the 
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world, and John knows that he, himself, is not the Savior. It is true John is calling us to 

rejoice as we wait for Jesus to come again. John testifies to the promises of the “Light of 

the World.” 

This is truly a wonderful Christmas gift, better than any gift under our Christmas 

trees. Jesus is the Light of the World. The Messiah, the Christ, shatters the darkness, the 

darkness of evil and the darkness and uncertainties of the night. In the book of 

Revelation, we hear there is no darkness at all. In the Eternal Kingdom, there is no day 

or night for He is the “Light of the World.”  

He has come and he will come again. My Beloveds, Rejoice! And again, I say 

rejoice! Amen and thanks be to God. 

 

                                                          Sermon Hymn 

                                                     Christ Be Our Light 
Text and music: Bernadette Farrell ©1993 

Used with permission in accordance with CCLI License # 1023422 and/or One License #A-736849 

 

Longing for light, we wait in darkness 
Longing for truth, we turn to You. 

Make us Your own, Your holy people 
Light for the world to see. 
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Christ, be our light! 
Shine in our hearts. 

Shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light! 

Shine in Your church gathered today. 

Longing for peace, our world is troubled 
Longing for hope, many despair. 

Your word alone has power to save us. 
Make us your living voice. 

Christ, be our light! 
Shine in our hearts. 

Shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light! 

 
Shine in Your church gathered today. 

Longing for food, many are hungry 
Longing for water, many still thirst. 

Make us Your bread, broken for others 
Shared until all are fed. 

Christ, be our light! 
Shine in our hearts. 

Shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light! 

Shine in Your church gathered today. 

Longing for shelter, many are homeless 
Longing for warmth, many are cold. 

Make us Your building, sheltering others 
Walls made of living stone. 

Christ, be our light! 
Shine in our hearts. 

Shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light! 

Shine in Your church gathered today. 

Many the gift, many the people 
Many the hearts that yearn to belong. 

Let us be servants to one another 
Making Your kingdom come. 
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Christ, be our light! 
Shine in our hearts. 

Shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light! 

Shine in Your church gathered today. 

 

The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
      creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
      who was conceived by the Holy Spirit 

      and born of the virgin Mary. 
      He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

      was crucified, died, and was buried; 
      he descended to hell. 

      The third day he rose again from the dead. 
      He ascended to heaven 

      and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
      From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
      the holy catholic church, 
      the communion of saints, 

      the forgiveness of sins, 
      the resurrection of the body, 

      and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People 

God of power and might, shine your radiance and come quickly to this weary world. 
Hear our prayers for everyone in need. 

A brief silence. 

God of preachers and messengers, you have entrusted your church with the work of 
proclaiming good news. Strengthen the witness of Bishops Elizabeth and Tessa, pastors, 
deacons, church musicians, lay leaders, and all people who contribute their prayers and 
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talents to public worship. Embed your word in their hearts. Hear us, O God. Your mercy 
is great. 
 
God of every living creature, you announce the year of your favor for all of creation. 
Extend your kindness and relief to endangered animals and plants. Strengthen the 
human beings who rely on the rhythms of nature to make their living. Heal the damage 
that has been done to your earth. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
God of all peoples and nations, you plant us as your oaks of righteousness and ask us to 
care for one another. Be present with the leaders of every nation as they govern. Give 
them a spirit of righteousness, that your goodness and mercy is revealed through their 
actions. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
God of exiles and wanderers, you repair what was once destroyed. We pray for people 
who have been displaced from their homes by fire, flood, earthquake, or storm 
throughout this entire world. Support the work of Lutheran World Relief, Lutheran 
Disaster Response, and all disaster relief organizations in their recovery efforts. Hear us, 
O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
God of the powerful and helpless, you clothe us with strength when our spirits are weak 
and weary. Bestow your spirit upon this congregation and empower us to comfort the 
people who turn to us in times of need. Make your church a place of refuge and healing. 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
God of sinners and saints, you offer joy even in the midst of illness and grief. We are 
grateful for the beloved, imperfect people whose lives testified to your radiant love. 
Anoint all who mourn with the oil of gladness, and heal all you are sick, especially Tom 
Phillips - family of Scott and Pastor Carol Strand; Kim Olschlager; Les Rheault; Marilyn 
Dolezal;  Sarah VanRaden; Bonnie Duggan; Jeanne Roen; Edna Mae Lewis; Judy - Curt 
Meyer’s sister; Rose – Lenora Scheer’s niece; Greg Turner; Fern Softing; Brandon - 
Victoria Savanh’s cousin, and those we  name in our hearts before you. Gather all 
people in your healing embrace.. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 
 

 
Holy Communion 
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The Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us gift thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Advent Preface  

Holy One, 

the beginning and the end, 

the giver of life; 

Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 

Blessed are you in darkness and in light. 

Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 

Blessed are you in prophets’ hopes and dreams. 

Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 

Blessed are you for you son Jesus, the Word made flesh.  

And so, with the whole Christian church on earth, 

we praise your name and join the ending hymn… 

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  

Hosanna in the highest.  

Blessed is he who comes in the name if the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest.  

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

On the night our Lord was betrayed, he took bread, blessed it and broke it, and gave it 

to his disciples saying, “Take and eat. This is my body which is given for you. Do this in 

remembrance of me.” 
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After supper, our Lord took the cup gave thanks and blessed it and said to his disciples, 

“This cup is the new promise in my blood which is shed for you and for ALL people for 

the forgiveness of sins. When you drink from this cup, remember me, for I will not drink 

from it until I return.” 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

As we have been gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray together the pray we 

have been taught.  

Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed by thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation and 

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory. Forever and 

ever. Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 
Even as we watch and wait, Christ is here. 
Come, eat and drink. 
 
We eat and drink together 

Prayer after Communion 
Gracious and abundant God, 

you have done great things for us, and we rejoice. 

In this bread and cup you give us life forever. 

In your boundless mercy, strengthen us 

and open our hearts to the world’s needs, 

for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

Sending Hymn 

On Jordan’s Banks the Baptist’s Cry 
Text and Music: Geonyong Lee, traditional text Marion Pope 

Used with permission in accordance with CCLI License # 1023422 and/or One License #A-736849 

 

On Jordan's bank the Baptist's cry 

Announces that the Lord is nigh; 
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Awake and hearken, for He brings 

Glad tidings of the King of kings. 

 

We hail you as our Savior, Lord, 

Our refuge and our great reward; 

Without your grace we waste away  

Like flow’rs that wither and decay. 

 

All praise to you, eternal Son,  

Whose advent has our freedom won; 

Whom with the Father we adore 

And Holy Spirit, ever more. 

 

Sending 

Blessing 
 
The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting, 
the long-expected Savior fill you with love, 

the unexpected Spirit guide your journey, 

☩ now and forever. Amen. 

Dismissal 
 

Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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All material used from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship, 2006, Augsburg Publishing, are used 
with permission from One License #A-736849 and CCLI License #11023422  

 

 

 

 

 


