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Service for Sunday, December 6, 2020  
Provided via Elim’s website, Email, and Facebook 

 

        The Second Sunday in Advent 

Announcements 

• Please join us Wednesday for a virtual midweek Advent service. The service 

will be posted at 7:00 pm on Elim’s website and Elim’s Facebook page. 

• We will share in the meal of Holy Communion this morning. If you’d like to 

partake in one of God’s greatest gifts, have a small cup of wine or juice and a 

piece of bread or cracker. We will commune together virtually later in the 

service. 

 

Greeting & Lighting of the Advent Candles 

May the grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

Today we light the first and second candles on the Advent wreath. While we 

watch them slowly burn with the light John the Baptist brings to the world, we wait for 

the promises of life and salvation.  We wait with longing and peace – peace for a world 

in need of rest and healing. Come, Lord Jesus. Come 

         

          

 
Let us pray. Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his 
coming strengthen us to serve you with purified lives to live in peace; through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
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Confession and Forgiveness 

Together let us honestly and humbly confess 
that we have not lived as God desires. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Loving and forgiving God, 

we confess that we are held captive by sin. 

In spite of our best efforts, we have gone astray. 

We have not welcomed the stranger; 

we have not loved our neighbor; 

we have not been Christ to one another. 

Restore us, O God. 

Wake us up and turn us from our sin. 

Renew us each day in the light of Christ. Amen. 

 

People of God, hear this glad news: 

by God’s endless grace 

our sins are forgiven, and we are free— 

free from all that holds us back 

and free to live in the peaceable realm of God. 

May each if us be strengthened in God’s love, 

☩ comforted by Christ’s peace, 

and accompanied with the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Gathering Hymn  

Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah 
Text: Wayne L. Wold 

Music: Traditional Yiddish Folk Tune 

Used with permission in accordance with CCLI License #11023422 and/or One License #A-736849 

 

Light one candle to watch for Messiah: 

let the Light banish darkness. 

He shall bring salvation to Israel, 

God fulfills the promise. 
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Light two candles to watch for Messiah: 

Let the Light banish darkness. 

He shall feed the flock like a shepherd,  

Gently lead them homeward. 

 

The Word 

The Old Testament reading for today is from the 40th Chapter of Isaiah.  

 1Comfort, O comfort my people, 

  says your God. 

 2Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 

  and cry to her 

 that she has served her term, 

  that her penalty is paid, 

 that she has received from the LORD’s hand 

  double for all her sins. 

 

 3A voice cries out: 

 “In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD, 

  make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 

 4Every valley shall be lifted up, 

  and every mountain and hill be made low; 

 the uneven ground shall become level, 

  and the rough places a plain. 

 5Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, 

  and all people shall see it together, 

  for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 

 

 6A voice says, “Cry out!” 

  And I said, “What shall I cry?” 

 All people are grass, 

  their constancy is like the flower of the field. 

 7The grass withers, the flower fades, 

  when the breath of the LORD blows upon it; 

  surely the people are grass. 

 8The grass withers, the flower fades; 

  but the word of our God will stand forever. 
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 9Get you up to a high mountain, 

  O Zion, herald of good tidings; 

 lift up your voice with strength, 

  O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, 

  lift it up, do not fear; 

 say to the cities of Judah, 

  “Here is your God!” 

 10See, the Lord GOD comes with might, 

  and his arm rules for him; 

 his reward is with him, 

  and his recompense before him. 

 11He will feed his flock like a shepherd; 

  he will gather the lambs in his arms, 

 and carry them in his bosom, 

  and gently lead the mother sheep. (Isaiah 40:1-11) 

This is the Old Testament lesson. 

 

 

 
Today’s reading from the Book of Psalms is from the 85th Chapter. 

 
 1You have been gracious to your land, O LORD; 

  you have restored the good fortune of Jacob. 

 2You have forgiven the iniquity of your people 

  and blotted out all their sins. 

 8I will listen to what the LORD God is saying; 

  for you speak peace to your faithful people and to those who turn their hearts to 

you. 

 9Truly, your salvation is very near to those who fear you, 

  that your glory may dwell in our land.  
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  10Steadfast love and faithfulness have met together; 

  righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 

 11Faithfulness shall spring up from the earth, 

  and righteousness shall look down from heaven. 

 12The LORD will indeed grant prosperity, 

  and our land will yield its increase. 

 13Righteousness shall go before the LORD 

  and shall prepare for God a pathway. (Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13) 

Here ends the Psalm. 

 

The New Testament reading for today is from the book of 2nd Peter. 

8Do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand 

years, and a thousand years are like one day. 9The Lord is not slow about his promise, as 

some think of slowness, but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish, but all to 

come to repentance.  13But, in accordance with his promise, we wait for new heavens 

and a new earth, where righteousness is at home. 14Therefore, beloved, while you are 

waiting for these things, strive to be found by him at peace, without spot or 

blemish; 15aand regard the patience of our Lord as salvation. (2 Peter 3:8a-9, 13-15a) 

Here ends the reading from the New Testament. 

 

The Gospel for today is from the 1st Chapter of Mark. Glory to You, O Lord. 

1The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 

  2As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, 

 “See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 

  who will prepare your way; 

 3the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

  ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 

  make his paths straight,’ ” 
4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for 

the forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the 

people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river 

Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather 

belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, “The one who 

is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie 
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the thong of his sandals. 8I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with 

the Holy Spirit.” (Mark 1:1-8) 

 

Word of God. Word of life. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 
    

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Message 
A Strange Way to Save the World 

For weeks now, we’ve been hearing about the time when Christ will come again 

and how we should spend our time waiting. Today’s Gospel, which focuses on John the 

Baptizer’s preaching about the coming of the Messiah. But John is an adult, and with 

calculations, it seems John, Jesus’ cousin, is only about four to six months older than 

Jesus. John is not a child, living out in the wilderness, clothed in a camel skin vest and 

dining on locusts and honey. John is an adult so Jesus must also be an adult. Have we 

forgotten about the birth of the Holy Babe, the one who’s come to save the world? 

In my estimation, it seems the story is much more than a story about a poor baby 

born in a manger surrounded by animals. It is more important than angels filling the 
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skies with glorious musical strains of “good news and great joy. Glory to God in the 

highest.” It’s more than a bunch of shepherds, sitting on the hillsides on alert, protecting 

their sheep from wild animals and poachers lurking. 

The Christmas story truly is beautiful, even if it is over dramatized a bit by the 

Hallmark Company and the record companies and their stars that produce Christmas 

albums. God has been doing miraculous things since the beginning of time. And this 

story of Christ’s birth is one of many stories telling us that God’s work is always good 

because this God is filled with love for humanity. 

You see, John has come to prepare the world (and us) for all that God has in 

store: to save us from our sins and release us from the power of evil and death that 

snares us. I am willing to bet even John didn’t know exactly what was in store for Jesus. 

He did know there was something beautiful about the story of Jesus and what he was 

meant to do. There’s a contemporary Christmas song called the A Strange Way to Save 

the World. The lyrics talk indirectly about Joseph’s reaction to the birth of this tiny 

newborn who’d die for all people to save the world. Amongst all the world’s powerful 

leaders, this innocent baby would live a life of service and suffer to rescue us. It’s almost 

unbelievable. 

You see, John calls people to repent, to clear their appointment books, to 

completely reorder their lives so that nothing gets in the way of the Lord’s coming. Now 

that doesn’t mean to sit around idly watching the stars waiting for him to come. Nor 
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does it mean we should prepare for his coming by decorating, shopping and wrapping, 

baking, and writing.  But there is a radical call for us – to be assured of the forgiveness 

that inspires us to confess our sins and ask for forgiveness.  And in his coming we can be 

like John, calling out to all the promise that the coming one will be loving for the 

neglected and the outsiders. He calls us all to be proclaimers like John, to lift up our 

voices fearlessly and say, “See, your God is coming!” We say it to one another in 

worship. Then we are sent out to say it with our lives in a world in need of love, justice, 

and peace.  

John, the proclaimer, the baptizer, and the prophet Isaiah, tell us that the 

Messiah will make the mountains level, in other worlds, the high and the mighty will be 

made equal, or maybe even last while the last will be first. The deepest valleys will be 

filled, just as the needy will be satisfied. The crooked roads will be made straight and 

guide us to the One who sits at the right hand of God - straight to One who redeems and 

saves. 

John also came to baptize with water, but he tells us Jesus will baptize with the 

Spirit. In our baptisms, we have received promises: We are made members of God’s 

family, we are forgiven and led to repent, and promised a blessed eternity. Yes, we are 

to share this Good News with all. 

God surely has saved the world in a strange way. First, this baby, born to a 

mother who was a simple girl. This child grew up and was perfect without sin, in a 
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world, fighting injustice and hate, divisions and prejudice, exclusion and need. Then he 

died an excruciating, sacrificial death followed by a descent into hell to defeat the devil’s 

power. He rose from the dead, walked the earth for 40 days, showing the world that he 

truly was divine. After his ascension to heaven, the world now waits for his glorious 

return to save the world…what A Strange Way to Save the World. It hardly seems 

possible that all these things have taken place or will occur sometime in an unknown 

future.  

God has changed the world with the One who is a child and yet a King. And it 

truly is A Strange Way to Save the World. Amen. 

                                         

                                                       Sermon Hymn 

Comfort, Comfort Now My People 
Text: Johann G. Olearious, traditional; Catherine Winkworth alternate 

Music: Trente quatre pseaumes de David, 1551 

Used with permission in accordance with CCLI License #11023422 and/or One License #A-736849 

 

Comfort, comfort, now my people; 
Tell of peace!” So says our God. 

Comfort those who sit in darkness, 
Mourning under sorrows’ load. 
To God’s people now proclaim 

That God’s pardon waits for them! 
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Tell of all their war is over; 
God will reign in peace forever. 

 
Hark, the voice of one who’s crying 

In the desert far and near, 
Calling us to true repentance, 
Since the reign of God is here. 

Oh, that warning cry obey! 
Now prepare for God a way. 

Valleys rise to greet the Savior; 
Hills bow down in humble favor. 

 
Straight shall be what long was crooked, 

Make the rougher places plain. 
Let your hearts be true and humble, 

As befits God’s holy reign. 
For the glory of the Lord 

Now on earth is shed abroad; 
And all flesh shall see the token 

That God’s word is never broken. 

 

The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
      creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
      who was conceived by the Holy Spirit 

      and born of the virgin Mary. 
      He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

      was crucified, died, and was buried; 
      he descended to hell. 

      The third day he rose again from the dead. 
      He ascended to heaven 

      and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
      From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
      the holy catholic church, 
      the communion of saints, 
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      the forgiveness of sins, 
      the resurrection of the body, 

      and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People 

God of power and might, comfort your people and come quickly to this weary world. 
Hear our prayers for everyone in need. 

A brief silence. 

Faithful God, you teach us to wait for you with faithfulness and patience. Sustain and 

support us in our doubts and questions. Nurture our faith as we discern and enact your 

mission. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

Loving God, you set the stars in the sky and breathe life into the earth. Renew the face 

of creation where it is in need of your healing touch. Mend the wounds of 

environmental damage and restore balance to ecosystems so that all creation can 

declare your praise. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

Steadfast God, you never tire of seeking justice. Where people suffer from 

discrimination, judgment, and injustice, speak words of truth and comfort. We pray 

especially for all local, national and international issues where peace or justice may be 

restored. Lead us toward a world where faithfulness will sprout underfoot and 

righteousness rain down from above. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

Leading God, you ask us to make uneven ground smooth. Make even the disparities 

between your people. Sustain and support people with physical, emotional, and 

intellectual disabilities. Accompany disability advocates who work for a world accessible 

to all. Teach us to celebrate the great diversity in our midst. Hear us, O God. Your mercy 

is great. 

Tender God, you know sorrow and joy alike. We pray for those in our families and 

congregation who are not joyful in this holiday season. Comfort those who grieve, be a 

companion to all who are lonely, tend those who are sick or struggling with depression: 

especially Tom Phillips - family of Scott and Pastor Carol Strand; Kim Olschlager; Les 

Rheault; Marilyn Dolezal;  Sarah VanRaden; Bonnie Duggan; Jeanne Roen; Edna Mae 

Lewis; Judy - Curt Meyer’s sister; Rose – Lenora Scheer’s niece; Greg Turne; Fern Softing; 

Brandon - Victoria Savanh’s cousin, and those we  name in our hearts before you. 

Gather all people in your healing embrace. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
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Eternal God, we give thanks for the saints who have prepared your way in the 

wilderness and taught us to continue their faithful work. Make their generous lives an 

example for all. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ 

our Lord. Amen. 

 
Holy Communion 

 

 
 

 

The Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us gift thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Advent Preface  

Holy One, 

the beginning and the end, 

the giver of life; 

Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 

Blessed are you in darkness and in light. 

Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 

Blessed are you in prophets’ hopes and dreams. 

Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 

Blessed are you for you son Jesus, the Word made flesh.  

And so, with the whole Christian church on earth, 

we praise your name and join the ending hymn… 

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
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Hosanna in the highest.  

Blessed is he who comes in the name if the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest.  

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

On the night our Lord was betrayed, he took bread, blessed it and broke it, and gave it 

to his disciples saying, “Take and eat. This is my body which is given for you. Do this in 

remembrance of me.” 

After supper, our Lord took the cup gave thanks and blessed it and said to his disciples, 

“This cup is the new promise in my blood which is shed for you and for ALL people for 

the forgiveness of sins. When you drink from this cup, remember me, for I will not drink 

from it until I return.” 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

As we have been gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray together the pray we 

have been taught.  

Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed by thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation and 

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory. Forever and 

ever. Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 
Even as we watch and wait, Christ is here. 
Come, eat and drink. 
 
We eat and drink together 

Prayer after Communion 
Gracious and abundant God, 

you have done great things for us, and we rejoice. 

In this bread and cup you give us life forever. 

In your boundless mercy, strengthen us 

and open our hearts to the world’s needs, 

for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
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Sending Hymn 

All Earth is Hopeful 
Text: Alberto Taulé, Madleine Forell Marshall 

Tune: Alberto Taulé 

All earth is hopeful, the Savior comes at last! 
Furrows lie open for God’s creative task: 

This, the labor of people who struggle to see 
How God’s truth and justice set everybody free. 

 
People of Israel, you heard the prophet tell: 

“A virgin mother will bear Emmanuel”; 
She conceived him, “God with us,” Our brother whose birth 

Restores hope and courage to children of this earth. 
 

Mountains and valleys will have to be prepared; 
New highways opened, new protocols declared. 

Almost here! God is nearing, in beauty and grace! 
All clear every gateway, in haste come out in haste! 

 
We first saw Jesus, a baby in a crib. 

This same Lord Jesus today has come to live. 
In our world he is present, in neighbors we see. 

Our Jesus is with us, and ever sets us free. 

 
Sending 

Blessing 
 
The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting, 
the long-expected Savior fill you with love, 

the unexpected Spirit guide your journey, 

☩ now and forever. Amen. 

Dismissal 
 

Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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All material used from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship, 2006, Augsburg Publishing, are used 
with permission from One License #A-736849 and CCLI License #11023422  

 

 

 

 


