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Service for Sunday, November 29, 2020  
Provided via Elim’s website, Email, and Facebook 

 

        The First Sunday in Advent 

Announcements 

1. Starting this week, for the next three Wednesdays, you are invited to our virtual 

midweek Advent service. Each week’s service will be posted at 7:00 pm. 

 

Greeting & Lighting of the Advent Candles 

May the grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

Today we light the first candle on the Advent wreath. While we watch it slowly 

burn with a light that represents the coming of Christ, a baby in a manger, we wait. We 

wait with longing and hope – hope for a world in need of healing. Come, Lord Jesus. 

Come            

                  

Let us pray. Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection 
awaken us to the threatening dangers of our sins and keep us blameless until the 
coming of your new day, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

Gathering Hymn  
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Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah 
Text: Wayne L. Wold 

Music: Traditional Yiddish Folk Tune 

Used with permission in accordance with CCLI License #11023422 and/or One License #A-736849 

 

Light one candle to watch for Messiah: 

let the Light banish darkness. 

He shall bring salvation to Israel, 

God fulfills the promise. 

 

The Word 

The Old Testament reading for today is from the 64th Chapter of Amos.  

 1O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, 
  so that the mountains would quake at your presence— 
 2as when fire kindles brushwood 
  and the fire causes water to boil— 
 to make your name known to your adversaries, 
  so that the nations might tremble at your presence! 
 3When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, 
  you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. 
 4From ages past no one has heard, 
  no ear has perceived, 
 no eye has seen any God besides you, 
  who works for those who wait for him. 
 5You meet those who gladly do right, 
  those who remember you in your ways. 
  8Yet, O LORD, you are our Father; 
  we are the clay, and you are our potter; 
  we are all the work of your hand. 
 9Do not be exceedingly angry, O LORD, 
  and do not remember iniquity forever. 
  Now consider, we are all your people. (Isaiah 64:1-5a, 8-9 ) 

This is the Old Testament lesson. 
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Today’s Psalm is from the 80th Chapter. 
 
  1Restore us, O God of hosts; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 
 17Let your hand be upon the one at your right hand, 
  the one you have made so strong for yourself.  
  18And so will we never turn away from you; 
  give us life, that we may call upon your name. 
 19Restore us, O LORD| God of hosts; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. (Psalm 80:7, 17-19) 

 
Here ends today’s Psalm. 
 

The New Testament reading is from 1st Corinthians, the 1st Chapter. 
 

3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

  4I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been 

given you in Christ Jesus, 5for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and 

knowledge of every kind—6just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among 

you—7so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our 

Lord Jesus Christ. 8He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless 

on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9God is faithful; by him you were called into the 

fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. (1 Corinthians 1:3-9) 

Here ends the New Testament lesson. 

 

Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia. Keep awake and be ready, for you do not know on what day your Lord is 
coming. Alleluia. (Matthew 24:42,44) 
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The Gospel for today is from the 25th Chapter of Matthew. Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

 [Jesus said:] 24“In those days, after that suffering, 

 the sun will be darkened, 

  and the moon will not give its light, 

 25and the stars will be falling from heaven, 

  and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 
26Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and 

glory. 27Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from 

the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 

  28“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts 

forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. 29So also, when you see these things 

taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. 30Truly I tell you, this 

generation will not pass away until all these things have taken place. 31Heaven and earth 

will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 

  32“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the 

Son, but only the Father. 33Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will 

come. 34It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in 

charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the 

watch. 35Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master of the house 

will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, 36or else he may 

find you asleep when he comes suddenly. 37And what I say to you I say to all: Keep 

awake.”  (Mark 13:24-37) 

Word of God. Word of life. Praise to you, O Christ. 
    

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Message 

The Three W’s of Advent 

 Prior to researching this week’s readings, the Gospel thoroughly confused me. 

The last several weeks, the Gospel messages have been metaphors for waiting and 
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making sure our time is well-spent while we wait for the return of Christ. But why? We 

are in Advent now, and we are still reading and preaching on Jesus’ return. Shouldn’t we 

be thinking about the birth of our Lord – his first arrival on this earth as the One who is 

fully human and fully divine? 

 Maybe it would be good to look at the Advent lessons differently, with a new 

perspective. Let’s look at it from the perspective of Jesus’ disciples…and then put 

ourselves into the same roles and duties with which those first disciples were charged. 

They, and we, are called to wait - wait for the Lord to come into the world that is 

struggling with problems. The first disciples lived at a time when the Roman powers 

were deadly, especially when the people did not follow the expectations of the leaders 

of the Temple, God’s place of residence, and Rome’s powerful leaders. The penalties for 

disregarding these laws were a cause for suffering by lashing, stoning, and banishment. 

But the capital sentence that Jesus experienced was one of the most excruciating. But 

why is this important and what does this have to do with Advent? 

 Most of Jesus’ disciples were Jewish, descendants of the 12 tribes of Israel. And if 

not, they symbolized one, or all, of the tribes. So these disciples knew, without question, 

who the coming king, the one the Jews had been waiting for for centuries would be – a 

fierce, strong warrior king – who’d come to save the Jews from worldly powers. It’s no 

wonder they had difficulty understanding who Jesus truly was, the Son of God who’d 

come to save the world in a much different, unexpected way. 
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 Jesus was the One who’d come to bring peace to the world, heal the sick, clothe 

the naked, feed and quench the hungry and thirsty, welcome the outsider, the stranger, 

and the unloved, and to top it off, forgive sins. All the while, Jesus was teaching this 

shoddy bunch to following his model. It’s not surprising the disciples questioned him so 

often and doubted who he truly was. 

 And they waited and waited and waited for the arrival of the king, whom they 

thought would save the world. 

 Isn’t it nearly the same for us? During the long season of the COVID virus, global 

warming, homelessness and hunger, and racial conflict, aren’t we also waiting? Don’t 

we want the end of all division that harms relationships, a cure for all illness, no more 

hunger or homelessness, and for all to be loved?  We wait for the Son of God - Son of 

Man to come into the world to save it and us from the destructive, powerful forces and 

the evil that is so rampant in this world today? 

 Professor Courtney V. Buggs, Professor of Homiletics and Preaching says this so 

well: 

  Wait! The something for which we wait is not the birth 
of the baby Jesus. It is not a manger or an overcrowded 
inn or shepherds in search of a babe wrapped in swaddling 
clothes. Nor is it the baking of sugar plums, or covering 
of gifts with shiny reflective red, green, and silver gift- 
wrapping paper. It is not what we expect to hear at this  
time of year, or perhaps, it is just not what we want to hear. 
In fact, at first glance the prophetic overture is dim. 



7 
 

 
 

 My friends, Jesus is already here. He has come to teach and model for us the 

generous, merciful, loving God who is Creator and sustainer of all. Jesus is that baby in 

the humble, lowly manger who has come to save the world. In addition, our faith tells us 

that Jesus is the One, the One who has come and remains with us until that final day 

when all will be united in the clouds with all the saints - past, present, and future. 

 

 Watching. Watching is our second phase in the Advent story, in the story of the 

disciples, and in our own stories. Once again, the prophets of the Old Testament 

watched and waited for signs of the coming Messiah. These prophets shared their pre-

knowledge of the events, good and bad, leading up to the birth of Jesus, the Messiah. 

It’s interesting that a synonym of messiah is liberator. And that is exactly what Jesus did. 

He liberated, freed the world from the sins and power of death and the devil.  

And those Jewish disciples watched and waited, just as the prophets had done long 

before the disciples’ lived on earth. All the while they walked with Jesus, they weren’t 

even fully aware who this Jesus truly was – the Messiah, in flesh and blood: the Son of 

God and Son of All Humanity. 

 Today, we see those who think they’ve received special messages from God 

about the time and place of the second coming of Christ. Our faith tells us Jesus was 

born of a young woman and truly did come to save the world. We also believe that Jesus 

will come again, gathering us around the throne of God, to save us for all eternity. 
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 We know these “watchers” continue to watch for the portents of Jesus’ return. 

The Word of God, Jesus the Christ, tells us in no uncertain terms that no one knows the 

time when this world, as we know it, will end. So watch and wait for signs if you’d like, 

but don’t think we will be able to figure anything out. It is not for us to know. And while 

we wait and watch, remember that we have much work to do. Jesus is here in the 

power of the Holy Spirit and will come again – in God’s time. 

 

 We’re waiting and watching, but there’s one more W word that might capture 

your attention concerning Advent. There are many words which could be used, words 

like wiggle and welcome. Welcome is easy to understand in terms of Jesus’ message – 

welcome all, all who are strangers, neglected, poor, in need, the physically and mentally 

ill, the prisoners, the lonely, and many more. But wiggle? Yes, wiggle. The message of 

Christ for each of us is to make us wiggle, uncomfortable, and squirm. The words of 

service are not easy and not always user friendly. There are many more W words, and if 

you come up with any that we can use in Advent, please let me know. I love to expand 

my W vocabulary. 

 The other word that begins with W is work. In the days when the disciples were 

called by Jesus, they were called to do the work that Jesus himself had given as an 

example. He ate with the prostitutes and the hated tax collectors. He cured those who 

no one else would touch, according to Jewish law – the lepers, the woman who 
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hemorrhaged for years. He raised from the dead – the little girl of the soldier and 

Lazarus. Jesus fed the lowly crowds with fish and bread. Miracles were performed. The 

disciples were told to do the same, in the name of God. In fact, the verses from 

Matthew, Chapter 25, tell us this:  

…a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. 36 "Teacher, 
which commandment in the law is the greatest?" 37 The 
Teacher said to him, "'You shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all 
your mind.' 38 This is the greatest and first commandment. 
39 And a second is like it: 'You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.' 40 On these two commandments hang the law 
and the prophets." (Matthew 22:35a-40 NRSV) 

 

Did the disciples understand this commandment? When they answered the call, 

did they know what they were in for? Jesus taught them from the first moment they 

were called to follow him. They were to do the same things as Jesus did. I truly believe 

they tried the best they possibly could, calling others to follow, feeding, healing, loving, 

and serving. But there are references in Scripture reminding us how they questioned 

Jesus’ expectations and requirements. When they chose to follow him, each was 

expected to leave home and family and serve others, even to the point of death. This 

was not an easy call to be sure. And yet, each of us is called to do exactly the same as 

those first disciples.  

Yes, my dear ones, we are called to serve as we have been served, to love as we 

have been loved, and sacrifice for the other even to the point of giving up our lives for 

another. This is what is meant to serve as we have been served, just as the Messiah has 
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done for us. His life was meant as sacrifice from the day of his birth. He was born to set 

us free from the evil and sins that plague us constantly. This is the work that is meant 

that is intended to be accomplisjed while we wait and watch for Jesus to come again. 

There is much to do and many who need us to serve, alleviating the pain and scarcity 

others are facing daily. Let us be as Jesus has called us to be – disciples in the name of 

Christ the Lord, the Messiah, the Son. 

As we prepare to celebrate the birth of the Savior, let us recall the lessons of 

discipleship. And may we practice the three W’s of Advent: to wait, watch, and work. 

We wait for the coming again of Jesus, we watch, staying alert and ready for his coming, 

even though we do not know when that will be, and do the work of the One who loves 

and saves. Go in peace with hope in your heart, for Christ will come again. Be prepared. 

Amen. 

                                       

                                               

                    

                    Sermon Hymn 

Wake, Awake for Night Is Flying 
Text and Music: Philipp Nicolai 

Used with permission in accordance with CCLI License #11023422 and/or One License #A-736849 
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1 "Wake, awake, for night is flying,"  
the watchmen on the heights are crying;  

"Awake, Jerusalem, arise!"  
Midnight hears the welcome voices  

and at the thrilling cry rejoices:  
"Where are the virgins pure and wise?  

The Bridegroom comes: Awake!  
Your lamps with gladness take!  

Alleluia!  
With bridal care and faith's bold prayer,  

to meet the Bridegroom, come, prepare!" 

2 Zion hears the watchmen singing,  
and in her heart new joy is springing.  
She wakes, she rises from her gloom.  
For her Lord comes down all-glorious  

and strong in grace, in truth victorious.  
Her star is risen, her light is come!  

Now come, O Blessed One,  
Lord Jesus, God's own Son.  

Sing hosanna!  
We answer all in joy your call;  
we follow to the wedding hall. 

   

  

The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
      creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
      who was conceived by the Holy Spirit 

      and born of the virgin Mary. 
      He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

      was crucified, died, and was buried; 
      he descended to hell. 

      The third day he rose again from the dead. 
      He ascended to heaven 
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      and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
      From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
      the holy catholic church, 
      the communion of saints, 

      the forgiveness of sins, 
      the resurrection of the body, 

      and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People 

God of power and might, tear open the heavens and come quickly to this weary world. 
Hear our prayers for everyone in need. 

A brief silence. 

We pray for the leadership of all our pastors and bishops, especially Bishop Elizabeth 
Eaton and Synod Bishop Tessa Moon Leiseth. We pray for the ministry we share in 
Christ’s name. Open our hearts to your call for justice, peace, and healing. Attune us to 
the needs of the world as you draw near. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
We pray for this planet in need of restoration: for devastated habitats, polluted waters, 
thawing ice, blazing fires, swelling floods, and long-lasting droughts. Renew the face of 
the earth and our relationship to it. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
We pray for all people who care for others in our community and around the world. Fill 
them with compassion and the power to respond with justice for those who are 
oppressed, with welcome for those who are excluded, and with relief for those who 
suffer. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
We pray for people who are in crisis as the seasons change: for those without homes 
facing severe weather, for those who are unemployed or underemployed, and for those 
in poverty or facing food insecurity. Churches United for the Homeless, the New Life 
Center, the Salvation Army, the YWCA, Open Doors, and the Emergency Food Pantry are 
being lifted up as they help restore the lives of those who are in need. Relieve their 
burdens, sustain their bodies, and ease their minds. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
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We pray for the people in our families and congregation who live with depression, 
anxiety, chronic pain, addiction, and other illnesses, especially Tom Phillips, family of 
Scott and Pastor Carol Strand, Kim Olschlager, Les Rheault, Marilyn Dolezal,  Sarah 
VanRaden, Bonnie Duggan, Jeanne Roen, Edna Mae Lewis, Judy - Curt Meyer’s sister, 
Rose – Lenora Scheer’s niece, Greg Turner, Fern Softing, Brandon - Victoria Savanh’s 
cousin, and those we  name in our hearts before you. Ease their suffering and support 
them when they struggle. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
We give thanks for the lives and witness of those who died while waiting for justice, 
peace, or healing, those whose names we know and those whose names are known only 
to you. Sustain all who still yearn for the completion of your redeeming work. Hear us, O 
God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

As we have been gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray together the pray we 

have been taught.  

Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed by thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation and 

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory. Forever and 

ever. Amen. 

Sending Hymn 

Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn 
Text and Music: Marty Haugen 

Used with permission in accordance with CCLI License #11023422 and/or One License #A-736849 

 

In darkest night his coming shall be, 

when all the world is despairing, 

as morning light so quiet and free, 

so warm and gentle and caring. 

Then shall the mute break forth in song, 

the lame shall leap in wonder, 

the weak be raised above the strong, 

and weapons be broken asunder. 
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Rejoice, rejoice, take heart in the night, 

though dark the winter and cheerless, 

the rising sun shall crown you with light, 

be strong and loving and fearless. 

Love be our song and love our prayer 

and love our endless story, 

may God fill ev’ry day we share 

and bring us at last into glory. 
 

 

Sending 

Blessing 
 
The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting, 
the long-expected Savior fill you with love, 

the unexpected Spirit guide your journey, 

☩ now and forever. 

Amen. 

Dismissal 
 

Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 

All material used from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship, 2006, Augsburg Publishing, are used 
with permission from One License #A-736849 and CCLI License #11023422  
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