
1 
 

 
 

Service for Sunday, November 22, 2020 – Provided via Elim’s website, Email, and 

Facebook 

 

 
 

Announcements 

1. A warm welcome today to our Elim family and friends as we gather virtually to 

worship the God of love. Please know that Jesus is the King of kings and Lord of 

lords. 

2. Wednesday we will have drive-through Communion at the south driveway of the 

church. Please enter the drive on the west side. The time is 5:30-6:15. 

3. A reminder that on Wednesday of this week, we will have our virtual Thanksgiving 

Eve service. Please join us on Facebook or the Elim website at 7:00. 

 

Greeting 

May the grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

 

Gathering Hymn  

                                                   All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name 
Text: Edward Perronet, vss. 1-3; J. Rippon, vs. 4 

Tune: Oliver Holden 

Used with permission in accordance with CCLI License #11023422 and/or One License #A-736849 
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l All hail the power of Jesus' name; 

let angels prostrate fall; 

bring forth the royal diadem to 

crown him Lord of all. 

Bring forth the royal diadem to 

crown him Lord of all. 

 

2 O seed of Israel's chosen race 

now ransomed from the fall, 

hail him who saves you by his grace,  

and crown him Lord of all. 

Hail him who saves you by his grace, 

and crown him Lord of all. 

 

3 Sinners, whose love can ne'er forget 

the wormwood and the gall, 

go, spread your trophies at his feet, 

and crown him Lord of all. 

Go, spread your trophies at his feet, 

and crown him Lord of all. 

 

4 Let every tribe and every tongue, 

responsive to the call, 

lift high the universal song, 

and crown him Lord of all. 

Lift high the universal song, 

and crown him Lord of all. 

  

 

The Word 

Today’s Psalm is from the 95th Chapter.  

 1Come, let us sing to the LORD; 

  let us shout for joy to the rock of our salvation. 

 2Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving 

  and raise a loud shout to the LORD with psalms. 

 3For you, LORD, are a great God, 

  and a great ruler above all gods. 
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 4In your hand are the caverns of the earth; 

  the heights of the hills are also yours.  

   5The sea is yours, | for you made it, 

  and your hands have molded | the dry land. 

 6Come, let us worship and bow down, 

  let us kneel before the LORD our maker. 

 7aFor the LORD is our God, 

  and we are the people of God’s pasture and the sheep of God’s hand.  

 

This ends the Psalm. 

 

The New Testament reading is from Ephesians, the 1sth Chapter. 
 

15I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for 

this reason 16I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. 17I 

pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of 

wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, 18so that, with the eyes of your heart 

enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the 

riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, 19and what is the immeasurable 

greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the working of his great 

power. 20God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and 

seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21far above all rule and authority 

and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but 

also in the age to come. 22And he has put all things under his feet and has made him the 

head over all things for the church, 23which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in 

all. (Ephesians 1:15 -23) 

This ends the New Testament reading. 

 

Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia.  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. Blessed is the coming 
of our ancestor David. Alleluia. (Mark 11:9) 

 

The Gospel for today is from the 25th Chapter of Matthew. Glory to You, O Lord. 
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 [Jesus said to the disciples:] 31“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the 

angels with him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory. 32All the nations will be 

gathered before him, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd 

separates the sheep from the goats, 33and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the 

goats at the left. 34Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are 

blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 

world; 35for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me 

something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36I was naked and you gave 

me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited 

me.’ 37Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry 

and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? 38And when was it that 

we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? 39And when 

was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ 40And the king will answer 

them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of 

my family you did it to me.’ 41Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘You that are 

accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his 

angels; 42for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me 

nothing to drink, 43I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not 

give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ 44Then they also will 

answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or 

sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?’ 45Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I tell 

you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ 46And 

these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” (Matthew 

25:31 -46) 

 
Word of God. Word of life. Praise to you, O Christ. 
    

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Message 
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 How many different names can you think of for Jesus? Stop up in my office 

sometime (after this pandemic has ended) and take a look at the poster on my wall with 

different names for him. There’s got to be at least 40 or 50 different titles. And each of 

these titles represents a part of the essence of Jesus: Son of God, Son of Man, Lord, 

Teacher, Messiah, the Lamb, Rabbi….so many names and all are fitting if you look at any 

 of Jesus’ different behaviors.  

 Today is Christ the King Sunday, the final day of the church year. Perhaps it is the 

crowning day, a day fit for a king. The Jewish people waited (and are still waiting today) 

for the King to return. Their idea of king was a strong, powerful, masculine figure who 

would provide protection from their powerful enemies. And just for the feminists in our 

group, it would be possible to think of the powerful figure as queen. But for the sake of 

simplicity, let’s just stick with king today. And this king, the one they are still waiting for,  

would be the one who’d defeat their enemies, provide a safe haven within the walls of 

the city where the synagogue was built, and make sure all the subjects had enough of 

life’s necessities so they would not go hungry, be clothed, have a place to sleep, and so 

on…..And might I remind you, they’re still waiting for their king. 

 Of course, we are to be tolerant and nonjudgmental when it comes to other’s 

beliefs, but we do not believe the Jewish understanding of king. We believe the King, 

Jesus Christ, has arrived in a simple, lowly birth, not at all fit for a king, but in a stable, 

surrounded by the animals, whose coats were not likely that clean and the straw bed 
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was probably not so comfortable. But our King, came to serve, not to defeat, except for 

the power of sin, death, and evil.  

 When you visualize a king, what comes to mind? A throne? A scepter? Robes and 

jewels? A crown? I think of a crown, a crown overlaid with gold and encrusted with 

jewels and gems. Our King wore a crown, but something entirely different than the 

massively expensive crowns and tiaras guarded in the Tower of London. Yes, Jesus wore 

a crown, a crown hastily woven together with twigs and thorns. This crown disgraced 

Jesus and caused him to feel pain and bleed. This is NOT the crown of a superhero king, 

but the crown of the Servant King. And Jesus’ throne was a cross, a cruel and tortuous 

cross that symbolizes the sins of our weakness. The Servant King fed and healed, taught 

and freed and welcomed the most undesirable of all peoples, the neediest of the needy.  

 When our King entered the scene, he taught us how we are to live in a world 

which tempts us to sin. But Martin Luther tells us that we are both saint and sinner 

simultaneously. We cannot leave sin alone and are constantly tempted by the forces of 

evil. But through the sacrifice of the King, we are sin-free, only to sin again. And this 

appears to be our daily routine. Sin, be forgiven, sin again, be forgiven again. On and on 

goes this pattern until the end of days, when there will be no more sin, no more tears, 

only joy as all will sit around the throne singing holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty. 

 But in the meantime, Jesus continues to be our Shepherd (another of Jesus’ 

names) and finds us when we are lost. Jesus brings us back to the fold, safe and secure 
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in the arms of the Good Shepherd. But we stray from the fold and need to be found 

again. We sin more. Thank goodness for the crown of thorns our King has worn. 

 My sisters and brothers in Christ, we have much to do while we are waiting for 

the return of Christ – and here we have the same lesson as we’ve heard the last severa; 

weeks. In today’s Gospel Jesus tells us for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was 

thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me,  I 

was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison 

and you visited me. And that is our call, my friends. While we wait, we are to feed, 

clothe, tend to the sick, quench the throats of the thirsty, visit the imprisioned, and 

welcome the stranger. While we wait, we have so much to do to satisfy the will of God. 

For whenever we do care for persons with needs, we are caring for the Son of God. But 

the opposite is also true. When we ignore anyone, ANYONE, with needs and concerns 

and issues, we are ignoring the Son, the King, the Christ. And this is where we will be 

judged; on the side of one who cares, or one who ignores – one who tends to Christ in 

the stranger, or one who rejects that stranger? I most definitely want to be one who 

cares for the other and simultaneously cares for Jesus. How about you? 

 Judgment can be harsh and the king is often one who does the judging. Do you 

choose to be thrown into the dungeon by not loving as we ought? Fortunately for us, 

the Christ, the King with the crown of thorns, has defeated sin, death, and the devil. 

Thank you, King Jesus.  
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 George Friedrich Handel, composer of the oratorio, The Messiah, has written 

some of the most famous words from this work from the Hallelujah Chorus. These 

words are “King of kings, and Lord of Lords.” The first words King and Lord are 

capitalized while the second words are lower case. This Jesus, is the King, who deserves 

our honor and praise. He is the one who holds power and strength over all other kings 

and lords that walk this earth.  This King wants our prayers and holds us accountable for 

the needs of others. Maybe when we see those who are marginalized, we can see the 

face of the King. That way, it is a reminder that we are to care for all and be like Christ 

and be Christ at the same time. Jesus models for us generosity and mercy, compassion, 

kindness, spiritually rich but materially poor. We are to be the servant king known for 

our loving words and deeds.  

 When we do embody Christ, then all may experience life as it is in heaven (Lord’s 

Prayer). That is the way it should be. What a blessed way to be while we wait for the day 

to come, the finalization of things, according to God’s plan. 

 I came across a quote in my reading and research this week by Pope Francis. This 

quote says this: “You pray for the hungry. Then you feed them. This how prayer works.” 

We are invited to be Christ AND feed Christ. Amen. 
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Sermon Hymn 

                                                   All Creatures of Our God and King 
Text: Saint Francis of Assisi 

Public Domain 

 

1 All creatures of our God and King,  
lift up your voice and with us sing  

alleluia, alleluia!  
Thou burning sun with golden beam,  
thou silver moon with softer gleam,  

O praise him, O praise him,  
alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

2 And all you ones of tender heart, 
forgiving others, take your part,  

O sing ye, alleluia!  
You who long pain and sorrow bear, 

praise God, on him now cast your care, 
O praise him, O praise him,  

alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

3 Let all things their Creator bless, 
and worship him in humbleness, 

O praise him, alleluia! 
Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son, 

and praise the Spirit, three in one,  
O praise him, O praise him,  

alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 



10 
 

 
 

4 Our hope and expectation now appear; 
O Sun, so longed for now come near. 

O praise him, alleluia! 
Thou lead us home this child of God, 
and Christ our Lord the way has trod. 

O praise him, O praise him,  
alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 
   

  

The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
      creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
      who was conceived by the Holy Spirit 

      and born of the virgin Mary. 
      He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

      was crucified, died, and was buried; 
      he descended to hell. 

      The third day he rose again from the dead. 
      He ascended to heaven 

      and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
      From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
      the holy catholic church, 
      the communion of saints, 

      the forgiveness of sins, 
      the resurrection of the body, 

      and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People 

 
Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of God’s power 
on the church, the world, and all in need. 
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A brief silence. 

Sovereign of all, train our ears to hear your cry in the needs of those around us. Bless all 
social and outreach ministries of the church through which we seek to serve others as 
we ourselves have been served. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
You cause rain to fall on the just and unjust alike. Direct our use of creation to provide 
for the needs of all people in ways that are sustainable for the earth. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Bring peace to every place where conflict rages., especially the racial discrimination in 
ours and all nations. Grant opportunities for ending divisions among us and usher in 
your reign of unity and reconciliation. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Heal the sinful divisions we erect between us and release us from systems of oppression 
and prejudice, especially the racial discrimination in ours and all nations. Restore our 
capacity to see your image in those whose dignity we have stripped away, especially 
those with black or brown skin. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Pour out the gifts of your Spirit on children and youth throughout the church. Sustain 
those who work in children’s ministry, youth ministry, and campus ministry as they 
nurture the gifts of young people. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Thank you for saints now departed who fed the hungry, clothed the naked, and tended 
to the sick. Hear our prayers for those who need your healing and your protection: Kim 
Olschlager, Les Rheault, Marilyn Dolezal,  Sarah VanRaden, Bonnie Duggan, Jeanne 
Roen, Edna Mae Lewis, Judy - Curt Meyer’s sister, Rose – Lenora Scheer’s niece, Greg 
Turner, Fern Softing, Brandon - Victoria Savanh’s cousin, those suffering from the global 
pandemic, hurricanes, and wildfires, and all others we name in our hearts before you.  
Inspire us by their examples of courage, that we may see your presence in those in need 
around us. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day when you 
gather all creation around your throne where you will reign forever and ever. 6Amen. 
 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 

As we have been gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray together the pray we 

have been taught.  
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Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed by thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation and 

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory. Forever and 

ever. Amen. 

Sending Hymn 

Praise and Thanks and Adoration 
Text: Thomas H. Kingo 

Music: Plainsong Mode I 

Used with permission in accordance with CCLI License #11023422 and/or One License #A-736849 

 

1 Praise and thanks and adoration 
Son of God, to you we give, 

for you chose to serve creation, 
died that sinners all might live. 
Dear Lord Jesus, guide my way; 

faithful let me day by day 
follow where your steps are leading, 

find adventure, joys exceeding! 

2 Hold me ever in your keeping, 
comfort me in pain and strife; 

through my laughter and my weeping, 
lift me to a nobler life. 

Draw my fervent love to you; 
constant hope and faith renew 

in your birth, your life and passion, 
in your death and resurrection. 

 

Sending 

Blessing 
 
May the God of all creation, 
in whose image we are made, 
who claims us and calls us beloved, 
who strengthens us for service, 
give you reason to rejoice and be glad! 
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The blessing of God, 

Sovereign, ☩ Savior, and Spirit, 
be with you today and always. 
Amen. 

Dismissal 
Beloved of God, 
go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

All material used from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship, 2006, Augsburg Publishing, are used with permission 
from Augsburg Publishing during global pandemic. One License #A-736849 and/or CCLI License #11023422 also 

grant permission.  
 

 

 


