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Elim Lutheran Church 

A Service of Forgiveness, Word, and Prayer 

Sunday, September 13, 2020 
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Announcement  

 
I have good news. Our doors will be reopening for in-person worship next week, September20.  

We have been plagued by this pandemic for far too long. This is exciting news to realize that we 

will be back together again. If you haven’t received your letter regarding Elim’s reopening, you 

should be receiving it through US Mail in the next day or so. God is good…always! 

 

 

Greeting 
 

May the grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of creation. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Faithful God, 
have mercy on us. 
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We confess that we are captive to sin 
and cannot free ourselves. 
We turn from your loving embrace 
and go our own ways. 
We pass judgment on one another 
before examining ourselves. 
We place our own needs before those of our neighbors. 
We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves. 
Make us humble, cast away our transgressions, 
and turn us again to life in you 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
God hears the cries of all who call out in need, 
and through his death and resurrection, 
Christ has made us his own. 
Hear the truth that God proclaims: 

Our sins are forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ. 
Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness 
to do God’s work in the world. 
Amen. 

 

 

 
 

The Word 

 

Today’s first reading is from Psalm 103. 

     1Bless the LORD, O my soul, 
  and all that is within me, bless God’s holy name. 
 2Bless the LORD, O my soul, 
  and forget not all God’s benefits— 
 3who forgives all your sins 
  and heals all your diseases; 
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   8LORD, you are full of compassion and mercy, 
  slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love; 
 9you will not always accuse us, 
  nor will you keep your anger forever. 
 10You have not dealt with us according to our sins, 
  nor repaid us according to our iniquities. 
 11For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
  so great is your steadfast love for those who fear you. 
 12As far as the east is from the west, 
  so far have you removed our transgressions from us. 
 13As a father has compassion for his children, 
  so you have compassion for those who fear you, O LORD. (Psalm 103:1-3,8-13)  

 

Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia. We have an advocate, Jesus | Christ the righteous;* your sins are forgiven on 
account | of his name. Alleluia. (1 John 2:1, 12) 

Gospel 

 

Today’s Gospel is from the 18th Chapter of Matthew beginning at the 21st verse. Glory to you, O 

Lord. 

 

21Peter came and said to [Jesus], “Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how 
often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” 22Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell 
you, seventy-seven times. 
  23“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle 
accounts with his slaves. 24When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand 
talents was brought to him; 25and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together 
with his wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be made. 26So the slave fell on 
his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27And out of 
pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. 28But that same slave, 
as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and 
seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29Then his fellow slave fell down and 
pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30But he refused; then he went 
and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. 31When his fellow slaves saw what had 
happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had 
taken place. 32Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all 
that debt because you pleaded with me. 33Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, 
as I had mercy on you?’ 34And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would 
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pay his entire debt. 35So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not 
forgive your brother or sister from your heart.” (Matthew 18:21-35) 

  

The Word of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.                                       

         

                                                                      

                                            

 

 

     Message 

I don’t know about you, but the word forgiveness makes me, well, let’s say nervous. It is 

certain that each of us needs forgiveness for the things we say or do that are hurtful. But 

seriously, when Jesus tells Peter that we are to be forgiven 77 times, that’s the scary part. What 

happens when my 77 sin limit is reached? 

And then there’s this: can we possibly forgive each person that hurts us over and over 

again, 77 times? That’s a lot of forgiving we need to do. Look at it this way – let’s say those 

closest to us number 15 and if we are to forgive them 77 times, that’s 1,155 sins forgiven. That’s 

a lot, and doesn’t even address those who are our acquaintances. Can I really be THAT forgiving? 

But of course, I fully expect to be forgiven over and over and over again. And not only by the 

others I’ve wronged, but also by Christ. 

The other thing that is possibly confusing is Peter asks about the forgiving 7 times, and Jesus 
replies 77. What is so special about the digit 7? Seventy-seven plays with the ancient idea that 
seven is the number of fullness and perfection, because seven combines three, a number that 
suggests divinity, and four, recalling the four corners of the flat earth. So, with 77, Jesus 
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multiplies the number of total perfection. Of course, we know that the number 77 is only 
symbolic, for each of us is called to forgive an infinite number of times. Is it even humanly 
possible to release others from their sins against us countless times? 

Today’s story in Matthew is a story well-pointed toward our own faults and failings. The 
king forgave his slave an immeasurable lifetime of debt. While the king was an exceptional 
model for the forgiving of another’s debt, the slave then refused to forgive another who owed 
him the amount equivalent to approximately 100 days’ wages. We see the forgiveness that 
Christ bestows upon us as immeasurable. However, that amount of forgiveness we are to give to 
others is minimal in comparison to what Christ, in his own suffering and death, has done for us. 
Our lifetime of sins is forgiven by the selfless, humiliating death of the perfect Christ. 

This parable from today’s Gospel suggests that human forgiveness should be the mirror of 
Christ on the cross, the unlimited mercy of God. This God, dare I say, hates the sins we commit 
day after day. But the good news is this: All people, created in the image of God, receive the 
forgiveness we so certainly do not deserve. All we have to do is ask. God’s mercy is far greater 
than our own willingness to sin. This aspect of God’s love through Christ, is what we are 
promised in our own baptisms – a gift that seems too good to be true. 

Yes, my sisters and brothers in Christ, we have the continuous need for the unending mercy 
of God, the forgiveness of community, and our own willingness to forgive others. This is how we 
are to live as a mirror of Jesus on the cross in a world full of hard hearted, stiff necked, evil 
people. We all need to be forgiven just as we are to forgive the sins of others. Sound familiar? 
Think of the Lord’s Prayer: Forgive us our sins, our debts, our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
do the same to us. 

  Forgiving another is not as simple as a once-a-day pill to swallow. It is imperative to 
remember continually to ask God to forgive our sins while we are to forgive those who have 
harmed us through their sins. Think about a time when you’ve grasped tightly to a grudge, an 
unwillingness to forgive someone. This type of behavior does not typically affect the sinner. The 
only one who suffers from this is you. You are weighed down by the burden of this hate. And 
then recall when you had forgiven the one who had hurt you, and you made the authentic move 
to forgive them. You may never forget the sin that caused you such pain, but the burden is 
lifted. You feel like a heavy load has been erased from your heart and has fallen off your 
shoulders. That is what it is like to forgive. 

Please believe on this. It has happened to me. One of my cousins had done some hurtful 
things against my family and it caused us much pain. I had hung on to the pain and was 
unforgiving – and I’m certainly not proud of that. But one day, my cousin contacted me, and she 
expressed her sorrow for the hurt she had caused us. She asked for my forgiveness. I forgave 
her. Instantly, my heart felt lighter than it had in years. It truly was a relief. And one week later, 
my cousin died.  

I am so thankful for the opportunity to forgive her trespasses against my family and me.  
There is torture in being unforgiving. We simply cannot be forgiven and yet be unforgiving. I 
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admit there are times that it seems nearly impossible for us to forgive. It is here we can ask God 
to help and guide us. God’s abundant mercy makes forgiveness possible. 

To close this morning, I’d like to share two quotes with you. These speak so fully to the issue of 
being forgiven and forgiveness. John Chrysostom, early Christian church Father who lived from 
347 – 407 in the current era, says this: 
 

The evil of remembering past offenses is twofold: it is inexcusable 
before God, and it serves to recall past sins already forgiven and 
places them against us. Nothing whatsoever does God so hate, and 
turn away from, as cherishing remembrance of past offenses and 
fostering our anger against another. If we must remember offenses, 
let us remember only our own. If we remember our own sins, we shall 
never store up the sins of others. I shall make bold to say that this sin 
is more grievous than any other sin. Let us be zealous in nothing so 
much as in keeping ourselves free from anger and from not seeking to 
be reconciled with those who are opposed to us. Neither is this my word 
only, but the word of that God who shall come to judge us. 
 

The second quote, written by New Testament professor, Audrey West, shares with us these 

words: 

Even (and especially) when our own efforts fall short, God’s mercy is 

beyond imagining. This is a truth proclaimed by the parable [for today] as well as 

by the testimony of Jesus’ own life and ministry. On the night when 

Judas will betray him and Peter and the other disciples will abandon 

him, Jesus announces to all, “[T]his is the blood of the new covenant, 

which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins” (Matthew 26:28). 

 

Amen. 
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                                                             Sermon Hymn 

Where Charity and Love Prevail 

 
Where charity and love prevail, 

There God is ever found; 

Brought here together by Christ’s love, 

By love we thus are bound. 

 

With grateful joy and holy fear, 

God’s charity we learn; 

Let us be heart and mind and soul 

Now love God in return. 

 

Let us recall that in our midst 

Dwells Christ God’s holy Son; 

As members of each body joined, 

In him we are made one. 

 

Let strife among us be unknown; 

Let all contentions cease. 

Be God’s the glory that we seek; 

Be his our only peace. 

 

Let us forgive each other’s faults 

As we our own confess, 

That we may love each other well 

In Christian gentleness. 

 
*Used with permission by 

Augsburg Fortress during the Global Pandemic 

Text: 9th Century Latin hymn 

 

Prayers of the People 
 
Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all those in 
need. 

A brief silence. 
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You welcome us when we are weak in faith and we are sinful. Uphold your church throughout 
the world; make it a place of welcome, hospitality, and justice. Strengthen faith through Bible 
studies and Sunday schools, confirmation classes and youth ministries. Nurture new ministries of 
education and growth. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
The heights of the heavens show us the vastness of your steadfast love. Have compassion on 
your creation. Where human selfishness has brought ruin and destruction, we look to you to 
heal, renew, and redeem your world. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Make your ways known to the nations. Speak kindness to our bitter grudges. Settle our hearts 
when we want to settle accounts with violence. Bless our leaders with patience and wisdom, 
and gather all races together with your one holy Son. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Bring healing and justice wherever harm is dealt. Provide vindication for all who are oppressed. 
Free victims of human trafficking and forced labor; deliver all who are bound by debt. Feed all 
who hunger, and guard refugees fleeing famine, poverty, and war. Lord, in your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 
 
Teach us to forgive. Remind us that you do not always accuse us. Still our tongues when we are 
tempted to pass judgment and argue over opinions. Make this congregation a community of 
mercy and love for one another and for all our neighbors. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Show us how to care for all, especially with those who are suffering in mind, body, or spirit. We 
pray for those suffering this day, especially Marilyn Dolezal,  Sarah VanRaden, Bonnie Duggan, 
Jeanne Roen, Edna Mae Lewis, Judy - Curt Meyer’s sister, Rose – Lenora Scheer’s niece, Greg 
Turner, Fern Softing, Brandon - Victoria Savanh’s cousin, and all others we name in our hearts 
before you. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Whether we live or whether we die, we are yours. We thank you for those who have showed us 
faithfulness, for the knees that taught us how to bow to you and the tongues that taught us to 
praise you. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy; through 
Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

As the Holy Spirit gathers us into one, let us pray together the prayer that Jesus teaches us. 
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Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed by thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread and  

forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

Lead us not into temptation and deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory. Forever and ever. Amen.  

 

Blessing 

 

Mothering and nurturing God, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life. 

Amen. 

 

Dismissal 

 
Go in peace. Forgive one another. 

Thanks be to God.  

 

 
 

 

 
               


