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Elim Lutheran Church 

A Service of Forgiveness, Word, and Prayer 

Sunday, September 6, 2020 
 

ARE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Greeting 
 

May the grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of creation. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Faithful God, 
have mercy on us. 
We confess that we are captive to sin 
and cannot free ourselves. 
We turn from your loving embrace 
and go our own ways. 
We pass judgment on one another 
before examining ourselves. 
We place our own needs before those of our neighbors. 
We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves. 
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Make us humble, cast away our transgressions, 
and turn us again to life in you 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
God hears the cries of all who call out in need, 
and through his death and resurrection, 
Christ has made us his own. 
Hear the truth that God proclaims: 

Our sins are forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ. 
Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness 
to do God’s work in the world. 
Amen. 

 

 

The Word 

 

Today’s first reading is from the Romans, Chapter 13. 

8Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another has fulfilled 

the law. 9The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; You shall not murder; You shall 

not steal; You shall not covet”; and any other commandment, are summed up in this word, 

“Love your neighbor as yourself.” 10Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the 

fulfilling of the law. (Romans 13:8-10) 

  

Gospel Acclamation 

 

Alleluia. In Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, entrusting the message of 
reconciliation to us. Alleluia. (2 Corinthians 5:19) 

Gospel 

 

Today’s Gospel is from the 18th Chapter of Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord. 
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[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15“If another member of the church sins against you, go and point 

out the fault when the two of you are alone. If the member listens to you, you have regained 

that one. 16But if you are not listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every 

word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 17If the member refuses to 

listen to them, tell it to the church; and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let 

such a one be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 18Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on 

earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in 

heaven. 19Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be 

done for you by my Father in heaven. 20For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am 

there among them.” (Matthew 18:15-20) 

 

The Word of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.                                       

         

                                   

 

 

   

  Message 

It’s pretty certain we’ve all been in a particular situation a few times in our lives. The 

situation is described here: You walk into a room where a couple of people are sitting together, 

the are both leaning in, heads almost touching. You hear mumbling and psst, psst, psst. 

Suddenly, these two notice you. They quickly sit up and the sounds stop. It is then you know 

deep inside these people were gossiping about you. Were they telling the truth about you or 

making up rumors? You don’t know but it doesn’t feel very good. You feel hurt and you worry. 

After all, the behavior isn’t really loving one another as we ought. 

Yes, I’ve been there, and I don’t like it one little bit. Wouldn’t it have been much easier if 

these two would have addressed you directly? Wouldn’t have it been kinder and more loving? 
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But the converse is also true. At some point in life each of us has had a moment when we are 

certain our actions have caused irreparable damage to relationships with people we know and  

care about. 

In today’s Gospel we hear Jesus speaking with his disciples regarding times when they have 

complaints about others. Jesus tells them what to do, “If another member of the church sins 

against you, go and point out the fault when the two of you are alone. If the member listens to 

you, you have regained that one. But if you are not listened to, take one or two others along 

with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. If the 

member refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if the offender refuses to listen even 

to the church, let such a one be to you as an outsider and one who is dishonest.” How often do 

we listen to Jesus’ practical advice when you or I have complaints about another? I am sad to say 

that instead of going directly to the one who has hurt you or broken your trust, it seems to be 

much easier to gossip, psst, psst, psst, about the other. 

(And just on a side note: In ancient times going in front of the church was often the way to 

maintain the law. Even today, it is the church as a whole, that assists us in restoring relationships 

with one another, when one has sinned against another. The ELCA, our Synod, and even Elim’s 

own Constitution talks about dealing with conflict.) 

The obligation of Christians to love one another is to live by the Law, God’s very own Ten 

Commandments. For instance, Commandment 7 tells us to not bear false witness against 

anyone. In other words, always tell the truth. Do not gossip, psst, psst, psst. All of these Laws are 

given to us for the purpose of good, healthy, and loving relationships with God and one another. 

Seven of the Ten Commandments are for the building up our love for all others, strengthening 

our relationships and living today in the future God has in store for us. Did you hear that? Living 

today, living now in the light, as if the perfection of God’s eternal gift is here at this very 

moment. 

In our own baptisms, we put on the clothing of righteousness. When babies and adults are 

baptized, the clothes they wear is typically white. These white garments represent our new lives 

in Christ. We are to turn from sin to repentance, from conflict to reconciliation. We are called to 

do the hard work of forgiveness and reconciliation. That is truly the Christian life of love, clothed 

from the time of our baptisms, into lives of love Christ has intended. 

There is no getting around this. The church is not a social cub. We do not do things just 

because they’ve always been done like this or that. The life in the church of Christ is truly 

countercultural, to do things NOT with our own selves in mind. It is more common today to 

ignore uncomfortable issues. Yet we are called to be the change this world so desperately 

needs. 
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Jesus tells us that what is “bound on earth is bound in heaven.” In other words, if you cling 
tightly to behaviors and ideals that do not promote God’s love in this world for all people and all 
of creation, God knows. In no uncertain terms, our sins and failures, our mistreatment of others 
are often what we hold on to so tightly. In just a few moments as you read the text of the 
sermon hymn, take note of the words. Our grief refers to the pain we cause others. How 
appropriate for today. 

On the other hand, “what is loosed on earth is loosed in heaven” when we let go of our old, 
undesirable behaviors and lack of love for all. These sins are forgiven. We are bound, we 
are loosed: Being bound is a strong image describing the powers that hold us captive. The gift of 
God’s Spirit that frees us, loosens us for a life of love. The responsibility for correction, discipline, 
and forgiveness belongs to ALL in the community. 

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ, the Commandments are NOT to be forgotten. This 
call to love the neighbor, whoever that neighbor may be, is where the Commandments are 
fulfilled. No more gossiping, psst, psst, psst. Remember, we hear about loving the neighbor 
throughout all of Scripture: “love the other as we have been loved” (John 13:34) and “love your 
neighbor as yourself.” (Romans 13:9) Amen. 

 

 

  

                                                                 Sermon Hymn 

In All Our Grief 

 
In all our grief and fear we turn to you. 

O God, you know all that we think and do, 

you know the pain we put each other through. 

Lord, have mercy, Christ, have mercy, Lord, grant us peace. 

 

Help us to put aside the angry word, 
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the clenching fist, the wish and will to hurt. 

Teach us the way in which to love best is served. 

Lord, have mercy, Christ, have mercy, Lord, grant us peace. 

 

You did not even spare your only Son. 

He lived our griefs and bore all evil done, 

but through the cross, redemption has been won. 

Lord, have mercy, Christ, have mercy, Lord, grant us peace. 

 

God, when we suffer all that we can bear, 

then let us know that you in truth are near 

and will not leave us lost in all our fear. 

Lord, have mercy, Christ, have mercy, Lord, grant us peace. 

 
*Used with permission by 

Augsburg Fortress during the Global Pandemic 

Text: Sylvia G. Dunstan 

 

Prayers of the People 

 
Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all those in 
need. 

A brief silence. 

Unite your church, O God. Grant us the gifts of repentance and reconciliation. Bless the 
cooperative work of churches in this community. Strengthen ecumenical partnerships; guide the 
work of the Lutheran World Federation and the World Council of Churches. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Protect your creation, O God. Teach us ways that do not harm what you have entrusted to our 
care. Renew and enliven places suffering from drought, flood, storms, wildfires, or pollution. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Turn nations and leaders from ways that lead to death. Shape new paths toward peace and 
cooperation, teaching us to recognize one another as neighbors. Guide legislators, civil servants, 
judges, and police toward laws that protect the well-being of all. In you, steadfast love and 
faithfulness meet, and righteousness and peace kiss. May nations in conflict and all races know 
the peace that is the fruit of justice, and the justice that is the path to peace. Lord, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 
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Tend to all in need of your compassion. Hear the cries of those awaiting justice and those 
yearning for forgiveness. Give community to the lonely and neighbors to the outcast. Shelter all 
who are vulnerable in body, mind, or spirit. We pray for those suffering this day, especially 
Marilyn Dolezal, Daniel Strand – nephew of Scott and Pastor Carol Strand,  Sarah VanRaden, 
Bonnie Duggan, Jeanne Roen, Edna Mae Lewis, Judy - Curt Meyer’s sister, Doug Nordland – 
family friend of Derek Miller, Rose – Lenora Scheer’s niece, Greg Turner, Fern Softing, Brandon - 
Victoria Savanh’s cousin, and all others we name in our hearts before you. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
You have gathered us here today as your people and we thank you for this gift. We pray for 
students, teachers, and all school workers preparing for a new school year during this time of 
unknowns and hardship. Supply us generously with your grace for our life together. Lord, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Sustain us in our work, O God, and give work to those who need it. Shape societies to ensure fair 
treatment for all who labor. Help us to love our neighbors in and through our work. Lord, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

We remember with thanksgiving those who have died in faith. We pray especially for Shirley 
Slusher and her family as they mourn the death of Shirley’s only brother, Milton, and for the 
family of Margaret Grove as they grieve her death. As you equipped them, equip us with your 
protection and power, until with them we see your salvation. Lord, in your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 
 
All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy; through 
Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

As the Holy Spirit gathers us into one, let us pray together the prayer that Jesus teaches us. 

  

Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed by thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread and  

forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
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Lead us not into temptation and deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory. Forever and ever. Amen.  

 

Blessing 

 

Mothering and nurturing God, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life. 

Amen. 

 

Dismissal 

 
Go in peace. Remember the poor. 

Thanks be to God.   

 

 
               
 


