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Elim Lutheran Church 

Service for Sunday, August 16, 2020 
 

Since many of you are unable to view today’s worship service, lessons, a short message, and 

prayers for this day are provided for your devotion. 

 

 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENT – On Wednesday, August 19th, at 6:30 -7:15, Elim will hold drive-through 

Communion in the driveway on the south side of the church. Please remain in your cars and 

Pastor Carol will distribute the Holy Meal as you enter on the west side and exit on the east 

side of the driveway. 

Also, there will be phone-in Communion available. Please be sure to read your August 

Newsletter (The Visitor) for details on phone-in Communion, available on Wednesday, August 

26. The phone-in Wednesday will have 5-minute time slots during 2:00 – 3:00 and 6:30 – 7:30. 

Choose a time that works best for you and call the church (232-2547) and schedule your time. I 

will then call you at the appropriate time. 

 

Greeting 
 

May the grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
whose steadfast love is everlasting, 
whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation. 
Amen. 

Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 
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Silence is kept for reflection. 

Reconciling God, 
we confess that we do not trust your abundance, 
and we deny your presence in our lives. 
We place our hope in ourselves 
and rely on our own efforts. 
We fail to believe that you provide enough for all. 
We abuse your good creation for our own benefit. 
We fear difference and do not welcome others 
as you have welcomed us. 
We sin in thought, word, and deed. 
By your grace, forgive us; 
through your love, renew us; 
and in your Spirit, lead us; 
so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen. 
 
Beloved of God, 
by the radical abundance of divine mercy 

we have peace with God through ☩ Christ Jesus, 
through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. 
Our sins are forgiven. 
Let us live now in hope. 
For hope does not disappoint, 
because God’s love has been poured into our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

 

 

The Word 

Today’s Old Testament reading is from the 56th Chapter of Isaiah. 

 1Thus says the LORD: 
  Maintain justice, and do what is right, 
 for soon my salvation will come, 
  and my deliverance be revealed. 
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 6And the foreigners who join themselves to the LORD, 
  to minister to him, to love the name of the LORD, 
  and to be his servants, 
 all who keep the sabbath, and do not profane it, 
  and hold fast my covenant— 
 7these I will bring to my holy mountain, 
  and make them joyful in my house of prayer; 
 their burnt offerings and their sacrifices 
  will be accepted on my altar; 
 for my house shall be called a house of prayer 
  for all peoples. 
 8Thus says the Lord GOD, 
  who gathers the outcasts of Israel, 
 I will gather others to them 
  besides those already gathered. (Isaiah 56:1, 6-8) 

 

Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia. Jesus preached the good news of the kingdom and cured every sickness among the 

people. Alleluia. (Matthew 4:23) 

Today’s Gospel is from the 15th Chapter of Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord. 

“…What comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart, and this is what defiles. 19For out of 
the heart come evil intentions, murder, adultery, fornication, theft, false witness, 
slander. 20These are what defile a person, but to eat with unwashed hands does not defile.”] 
  21Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22Just then a Canaanite 
woman from that region came out and started shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; 
my daughter is tormented by a demon.” 23But he did not answer her at all. And his disciples 
came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us.” 24He answered, “I 
was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 25But she came and knelt before him, 
saying, “Lord, help me.” 26He answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to 
the dogs.” 27She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ 
table.” 28Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you 
wish.” And her daughter was healed instantly. (Matthew 15:18-28) 

The Word of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Message 
(Portions of today’s message were taken from Sunday’s and Seasons for August 16, 2020.) 

 

In Isaiah we hear that God’s house shall be a house of prayer for all people and that God will 

gather the outcasts of Israel. The Canaanite woman in today’s gospel is a Gentile, an outsider, who is 

unflinching in her request that Jesus heal her daughter. As Jesus commends her bold faith, how are 

we, here at Elim, extending our mission to those on the margins of society? In our gathering around 

word and meal we receive strength to be signs of comfort, healing, and justice for those in need. 

“We are beggars; this is true,” are reported to be Martin Luther’s last written words. Christians 

are “beggars” for God’s grace, undeserving but graced nonetheless. A beggar’s faith focuses not on 

what is given or accomplished or believed, but on what is received: which is the healing and 

sustenance desperately longed for and needed. 

In today’s gospel, the Canaanite woman is such a “beggar” for Jesus’ healing for her daughter. 

She is denied a place at the table at first, but she will accept even “crumbs” in the faith that Jesus’ 

healing power and love are intended even for her. As a Gentile outsider, she inhabits the margins of 

Jesus’ mission to the “lost sheep of the house of Israel.” Jesus’ eventual response to her beggar’s 

faith reveals that the love of God even encompasses the margins. 

Marginalized or not, we are all beggars before God. As Paul reminds the Romans and each of 

us, we are all “imprisoned in disobedience” and dependent on God. Thus, our sense of “insider” and 

“outsider” crumbles in the face of our common need and God’s abundant mercy to all. Instead of 

dividing people between those who have a place at the table and those who get crumbs, we have an 

opportunity to share hospitality with our fellow beggars. 

It can be challenging to see ourselves as beggars. Today the Canaanite woman becomes our 

model, as she persists with both humility and audacity. As disciples of Jesus and “beggars” for God’s 

grace, we live the same paradox of humility and audacity, boldly coming to Jesus and humbly 

acknowledging our need. Even though crumbs from God’s table would be enough for us, we are 

offered instead the abundance of Jesus’ own self in bread and wine and invited to share this 

abundance with insider and outsider alike. 

Paul writes in Romans: “For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable” (Rom. 11:29). This 

might sound like good news, and it might also sound daunting or scary. It is sometimes easy to step 

into the gifts and calling God has given to each of us. But it is frequent when would we rather decline 

the challenges that come with the gifts and calling. I know that this turning down of challenges is true 

for me at times. How about you? 

Like many people Jesus encounters, the Canaanite woman does not have a name. When she 

first approaches, shouting after Jesus, she is nothing more than a nuisance. Jesus ignores her and 

the disciples want her sent away. It is not until the end of the story that she is fully seen and 
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acknowledged as a person. When people are just categories like homeless or beggar, liberal or 

conservative, male or female, or any other category or stereotype, they can be easy to dismiss. 

When the other becomes a person with a name and a life story and joys and sorrows, when they are 

fully known, there is little choice but to care. This messy work is where the gospel is made known to 

all people. 

Consider two different approaches to the diversity in our world. The United States is often 

celebrated as a “melting pot.” In that metaphor, differences disappear as diverse groups “melt” 

together. Our Canadian neighbors often use the metaphor of “cultural mosaic.” Here the tradition is 

to celebrate differences and discover strength in diversity…just as a small piece of glass or tile allows 

a mosaic piece of art or a stained glass window to be better because all these different pieces have 

come together with their own beauty to make the whole better. I invite you, my beloved in Christ, 

that there are blessings and challenges in each of these ways of viewing the world. But it is 

necessary to always remember Jesus is at the center of the push for all to go out and love all the 

“others” in this world. Amen 

 

                                                  

  

Sermon Hymn Poem 

In Christ There Is No East or West 

 

In Christ there is no east or west, 

In him no south or north, 

But one community of love 

Throughout the whole wide earth. 

 

In Christ shall true hearts everywhere 

Their high communion find; 

His service is the golden cord 

Close binding humankind. 

 

Join hands, disciples of the faith, 

Whate’er your race maybe. 

All children of the living God 

Are surely kin to me. 
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In Christ now meet both east and west, 

In him meet south and north; 

All Christly souls are one in him 

Throughout the whole wide earth. 

 
Used with permission by 

Augsburg Fortress during the Global Pandemic 

Text: John Oxenham 

Music: African American spiritual, adapted by Harry T. Burleigh 

 

Prayers of the People 

 
Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and all 
who are in need. 

A brief silence. 

Lord, you gather the church to be part of your mission as ambassadors of Jesus Christ. As Jesus 
acknowledged the great faith of a woman from outside his people, help your church discover 
and find blessing in the faith of people we might reject. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
You have blessed us with the bounty of the earth. Grant your grace to all your creatures, that 
the earth will flourish. Relieve waters choked by garbage, renew soils stripped of nutrients, and 
refresh the air all creatures need to live. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
You call the nations to be glad and sing for joy. Let your way be known among all the nations of 
the world, now divided by competing interests, contending alliances, and consumed by 
enormous worry. Bless us and make your face shine upon all. Lord, in your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 
 
You show unexpected mercy, kindness, and generosity. We pray for those who do not have 
enough, for outcasts in our villages, cities, and town, and for those who need your healing, 
especially Sharon Gast, Marilyn Dolezal, Daniel Strand – nephew of Scott and Pastor Carol 
Strand,  Sarah VanRaden, Bonnie Duggan, Jeanne Roen, Edna Mae Lewis, Judy - Curt Meyer’s 
sister, Doug Nordland – family friend of Derek Miller, Rose – Lenora Scheer’s niece, Greg Turner, 
Fern Softing, Brandon - Victoria Savanh’s cousin, and all others we name in our hearts before 
you. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
In you we live and move and have our being. Grant our congregation, Elim Lutheran Church, 
grace to find our life refreshed in you. Accompany us in the rhythms of late summer and in the 
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uncertainties during the global pandemic. Give us rest and renewal, and strengthen us for 
mission in your name. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Your eternal promises are more than we could ever imagine. As you gather all the saints, join us 
also with them on the great day of your salvation. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
You give us our strength to be leaders in the world and in congregations. Bless Cindy Wolslegel 
and Pastor Carol as they are attending this year’s Eastern North Dakota Synod Assembly this 
weekend. Bring them home filled with joy and energy and refreshed minds for ministry. Lord in 
your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers to you; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 

As the Holy Spirit gathers us into one, let us pray together the prayer that Jesus teaches us. 

  

Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed by thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread and  

forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

Lead us not into temptation and deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory. Forever and ever. Amen.  

 

Blessing and Sending 

"May God give you grace never to sell yourself short, to risk something big for something good, 

and grace to remember that the world is too dangerous for anything but truth, and too small for 

anything but love.”  (Blessing by William Sloan Coffin) 

 

 Dismissal 
Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God.   
               

 


