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Elim Lutheran Church 

Service for Sunday, July 26, 2020 
 

Since many of you are unable to view today’s worship service, lessons, a short 

message, and prayers for this day are provided for your devotion. 

 

 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENT – On Wednesday, August 5th and Wednesday, August 19th, at 6:30 -

7:15, Elim will hold drive-through Communion in the driveway on the south side of the 

church. Please remain in your cars and Pastor Carol will distribute the Holy Meal as you 

enter on the west side and exit on the east side of the driveway. 

Also, there will be phone-in Communion available. Please be sure to read your August 

Newsletter (The Visitor) for details on phone-in Communion, available on Wednesday, 

August 12, and Wednesday, August 26. Both of the phone in days will have time slots of 

2:00 – 3:00 and 6:30 – 7:30. Choose a time that works best for you. 

 

Greeting 
 

May the grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
whose steadfast love is everlasting, 
whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation. 
Amen. 

Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
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Reconciling God, 
we confess that we do not trust your abundance, 
and we deny your presence in our lives. 
We place our hope in ourselves 
and rely on our own efforts. 
We fail to believe that you provide enough for all. 
We abuse your good creation for our own benefit. 
We fear difference and do not welcome others 
as you have welcomed us. 
We sin in thought, word, and deed. 
By your grace, forgive us; 
through your love, renew us; 
and in your Spirit, lead us; 
so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen. 
 
Beloved of God, 
by the radical abundance of divine mercy 

we have peace with God through ☩ Christ Jesus, 
through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. 
Our sins are forgiven. 
Let us live now in hope. 
For hope does not disappoint, 
because God’s love has been poured into our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

 

The Word 

 

Today’s first reading if from the Book of Psalms, the 119th chapter. 

 129Your decrees are wonderful; 

  therefore I obey them with all my heart. 

 130When your word is opened it gives light; 

  it gives understanding to the simple. 

 131I open my mouth and pant 

  because I long for your commandments. 

 132Turn to me and be gracious to me, 

  as you always do to those who love your name.   

 133Order my footsteps in your word; 
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  let no iniquity have dominion over me. 

 134Rescue me from those who oppress me, 

  and I will keep your commandments. 

 135Let your face shine up on your servant 

  and teach me your statutes. 

 136My eyes shed streams of tears, 

  because people do not keep your teaching. (Psalm 119:129-136) 

********************************************************************************************* 

  

Gospel Acclamation 

 
Alleluia. The word is very near to you; it is in your mouth and in your 

heart. Alleluia. (Deuteronomy. 30:14) 

 

 

Today’s Gospel is from the 13th Chapter of Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

31[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a 

mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field;32it is the smallest of all the 

seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the 

birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.” 

  33He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman 

took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.” 

  44“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and 

hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 

  45“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; 46on 

finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it. 

  47“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught 

fish of every kind; 48when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good 

into baskets but threw out the bad. 49So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will 

come out and separate the evil from the righteous 50and throw them into the furnace of 

fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

  51“Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” 52And he said to them, 

“Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the 

master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.” 
(Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52) 
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The Word of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

 

The Message 

Parables, parables, parables. Sometimes I wonder if Jesus thought about giving us 

enough time to process each of these parables. He certainly didn’t waste any time, 

speaking of these five stories. I don’t know about you, but I need a lot of time to figure 

out what he was trying to teach us. Whoa, Jesus! Please slow down just a bit for those 

of us who do not understand Aramaic. 

 This string of stories was easy for the ancient Jews to understand. The parables 

were told about every day common things known to the people of long-ago 

generations. Yeast and fishing, scraggly mustard shrubs and seeds, were ordinary 

images in the time of Jesus and before. For us, these parables will likely take a bit more 

time to understand. You see, we are not so versed in the everyday  things from the early 

centuries of the Common Era. 

 Images from today Gospel were meant to reveal to us the kingdom and reign of 

God. What comes to mind for you when you hear the words reign and kingdom? Do you 

think of royalty? Perhaps the British Kingdom, palaces, land, the Queen, and Prince 

Charles, Prince Harry and Megan Markle?  Do you think of crowns and gowns and 

jewels? Excessive wealth beyond our wildest imaginations?  

 I am sorry to burst your bubble, but God’s kingdom is nothing like that at all. No 

wealth, no riches, nothing as extravagant as all that. Perhaps it would be clarifying if we 

look a little deeper into the reign of the One holy and divine Lord, not as one with 
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monetary wealth but as the One with the wealth of grace, justice, and mercy enough to 

welcome us all to the kingdom. The mustard seed, yeast, hidden treasure, pearls, a net 

full of the catch of the day – these bring good news of growth and joy and riches. That is 

OK. For we are promised an eternal kingdom with no more tears, no more sorrow, no 

more death. A tiny mustard seed grows into a shrub which provides a sheltering home 

for the birds of the air. Yeast penetrates the flour, salt, and sugar, allowing the mixture 

to expand, providing the prominent staple of the world – bread. And fish to go along 

with that bread. Treasures and pearls are good.  

 God provides all that we need; food, home, and more. As Martin Luther tells us in 

the explanation of the Fourth Petition of the Lord’s Prayer, give us this day our daily 

bread. God does and will continue to give us shoes, home, food, family, health – but 

none of this sounds like extreme wealth known by billionaires. In truth, none of what is 

good comes to us because we deserve or have earned it. In fact, we cannot merit this 

gift on our own accord. It’s not because we have found the hidden treasure or the pearl. 

It’s because God’s grace finds us first.  

 But then we come to the not so pretty parts of today’s Gospel. Where the 

fishnets are overflowing, but the bad ones are tossed out. What happens when we are 

the ones who are tossed out, the bad fish? I would much prefer to be one of the good in 

the net. But to be good enough is never good enough. Here is where we need God’s 

grace, justice, mercy, and forgiveness. These are the true gifts of the kingdom of 

Heaven. And on that same note, God’s grace, justice, mercy, and forgiveness is handed 

to all, not on a silver platter, but on a cross. A few nails, a crown of thorns, and the 

suffering and dying Son gives us the forgiveness and mercy we truly do not deserve.  

 This kingdom of God is not so much about the afterlife. It is not about a piece of 
land with a palace. The kingdom is, as Gordon Lathrop tells us, ”the power of the divine. 
In our century, we are looking to understand how this very created earth is also the 
locus of God’s power, God caring not only for humans in this life and the next, but also 
for the entire creation, all of which relies on God’s loving authority…This dominion of 
God, then, is not what had been expected: it comes with a radical grace to the outsiders 
and the sinners.” It comes to us. 
  
 Because of these gracious and merciful gifts, we are to be like the yeast, growing 

in our faith. And we are to expand in this diverse world, just as the diverse ingredients. 

along with the yeast, expand to make bread. We are to expand, we are to stretch 

ourselves, and go out into a world where so much is needed. We are to trust the Divine 

One to lead us to be gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast 

love. Amen. 
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Sermon Poem 

A Collection of Matthew 13 Parables 

Parable Poems: The Parable of Jesus Retold as Poems 
By Nick Weatherhogg 

Firebaptized Publishing, 2017 

 

Mustard Seed 

Jesus and his Kingdom’s like 

A tiny mustard seed 

Which grows into a mighty tree 

Allowing birds to feed. 

 

You may feel your faith is small 

There’s little you can do, 

But put your faith in Jesus Christ, 

He’ll do great things for you. 

  

So when you’re feeling small and weak 

Remember this small seed 

And trust in God – God will help you grow 

And give you all you need. 
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Yeast 

 
We’re called to be like yeast, 

Though we feel like we are least. 

Our faith must spread and let the whole world know 

This faith – now let it [grow and] show. 

 

 

Hidden Treasure & Valuable Pearl 

 
Jesus said it’s like hidden treasure 

Whose value is way beyond measure. 

A man sold all he’s got 

To purchase the lot 

It certainly gave him great pleasure. 

 

A pearl is another example, 

Whose value is equally ample. 

Someone sold all they had 

And the pearl made them glad, 

But these two are just a small sample. 

 

But the point of these stories is clear; 

God’s kingdom is so very dear; 

Whatever we’ve got  

Is not worth a jot 

For God’s kingdom is very near. 

 

Fishing Net 

 
Heaven is like a net – that’s what we are told. 

The net was [cast] free 

Deep down in the sea 

Plenty of fish it did hold. 

 

One the nets were all gathered in, the fishermen did a sorter. 

With joy they all leap 
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The good ones they keep. 

The rest are thrown back in the water. 

 

Jesus said this is like Heaven – You can’t get there by being clever. 

The bad feel dejected 

As they are rejected, 

The good stay with Jesus forever. 

 
 

 

Prayers of the People 

Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, 
and all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 

Merciful God, your reign is revealed to us in common things: a mustard shrub, a woman 

baking bread, a fishing net. Help your church witness to the surprising yet common ways 

you encounter us in daily life. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

When your word is opened, it gives light and understanding. Increase our understanding 

and awe of your creation; guide the work of scientists and researchers who are looking 

for new ways to care for your creation. Treasuring the earth, may we live as grateful and 

healing caretakers of our home. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

As the birds of the air nest in branches of trees, gather the nations of the world into the 

welcoming shade of your merciful reign. Direct leaders of nations to build trust with 

each other and walk in the way of peace. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Your Spirit helps us in our weakness and intercedes for the saints according to your will. 
Help us when we do not know how to pray. Give comfort to the dying, refuge to the 
weary, justice to those who are oppressed, and healing to the sick especially Marilyn 
Dolezal, Daniel Strand – nephew of Scott and Pastor Carol Strand,  Sarah VanRaden, 
Bonnie Duggan, Jeanne Roen, Edna Mae Lewis, Judy - Curt Meyer’s sister, Doug 
Nordland – family friend of Derek Miller, Rose – Lenora Scheer’s niece, Greg Turner, 
Fern Softing, Brandon - Victoria Savanh’s cousin, and all others we name in our hearts 
before you. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
You show steadfast love and direct us to ask of you what we need. Help this 

congregation ask boldly for what is most needed. Refresh us with new dreams of being 

your people in this place and time. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
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In you our lives are never lost. Strengthen us by the inspiring witness of your people in 

all times and places. Embolden our witness now and one day gather us with all your 

saints in light. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers 

to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 

As the Holy Spirit gathers us into one, let us pray together the prayer that Jesus teaches 

us. 

  

Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed by thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread and  

forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

Lead us not into temptation and deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory. Forever and ever. Amen.  

 

 

Blessing and Sending 

"May God give you grace never to sell yourself short, to risk something big for 

something good, and grace to remember that the world is too dangerous for anything 

but truth, and too small for anything but love.” (Blessing by William Sloan Coffin) 

Amen. 

 

 Dismissal 
Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

                    


