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Elim Lutheran Church 

Service for Sunday, July 19, 2020 
 

Since many of you are unable to view today’s worship service, lessons, a short 

message, and prayers for this day are provided for your devotion. 

 
 

Greeting 
 

May the grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

 

The Word 

 

Today’s first lesson is from the Apocryphal book, the Wisdom of Solomon, from the 

12th Chapter. 

 13For neither is there any god besides you, whose care is for all people, 

 to whom you should prove that you have not judged unjustly; 

 16For your strength is the source of righteousness, 

 and your sovereignty over all causes you to spare all. 

 17For you show your strength when people doubt the completeness of your power, 

 and you rebuke any insolence among those who know it. 

 18Although you are sovereign in strength, you judge with mildness, 

 and with great forbearance you govern us; 

 for you have power to act whenever you choose. 

 

 19Through such works you have taught your people 

 that the righteous must be kind, 

 and you have filled your children with good hope, 

 because you give repentance for sins. (Wisdom of Solomon 12:13,16-19) 

 This is the first lesson. 
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Gospel Acclamation 

 
Alleluia. The word is very near to you; it is in your mouth and in your 

heart. Alleluia. (Deuteronomy. 30:14) 

 

 

Today’s Gospel is from the 13th Chapter of Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be 
compared to someone who sowed good seed in his field;25but while everybody was 
asleep, an enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. 26So 
when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. 27And the 
slaves of the householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?’ 28He answered, ‘An enemy has 
done this.’ The slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ 29But 
he replied, ‘No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with 
them. 30Let both of them grow together until the harvest; and at harvest time I will tell 
the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather 
the wheat into my barn.’ ” 
  36Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, 
saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” 37He answered, “The one 
who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; 38the field is the world, and the good seed 
are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil one, 39and the 
enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers 
are angels. 40Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the 
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end of the age. 41The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of his 
kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 42and they will throw them into the furnace 
of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43Then the righteous will 
shine like the sun in the kingdom of their God. Let anyone with ears listen!” (Matthew 

13:24-30, 36-43) 

The Word of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

The Message 

Over the course of our life together, Scott, our kids, and I, have been the “pet 

family” of four dogs. Two were puppies and two were adoptees. And now, we are in the 

process of adopting another puppy. With our experience raising puppies, we know, 

without a doubt, that these cute little critters can be troublemakers. They like to chew 

things, like shoes, eyeglasses, and family room carpets. They can be destructive, but 

with patience and good teaching, these furry creatures become loyal and loving family 

members.  

Isn’t that rather like each of us? We are, as Martin Luther says, both saint and 

sinner at the same time. We can be like the adorable little puppy but also apt to destroy 

things. We are filled with weeds and wheat at the same time…until the harvest. Jesus 

says, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; 38the field is the world, and 

the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil 

one, 39and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, 

and the reapers are angels.” 

But why, in this world created by a loving God, is there evil in the world? It seems 

that we are unable to satisfactorily answer that question. But just as Jesus says, when 

the harvest time comes, the weeds will be separated from the good grain. The good 

grain will be separated from the waste, and the waste will be burned. 

That’s kind of, no, not kind of, but absolutely scary stuff! Which of us will survive 

the fires of hell at the end of the age, to receive all that our loving God has promised us? 

Will the weeds from our hearts survive, in order to be burned and gotten rid of? Or will 

it be the grain from our hearts and souls, be fruitful and ripe, saved from destruction 

when the end of all time comes? 

These are difficult questions, to be sure. Once again, we are both saint and sinner, 

with weeds and wheat within us. We long for the days when all creation will be set free 

from bondage and suffering: the weeds. So, let us move forward from today’s Gospel 

and take a quick look at the lesson from the Apocryphal book the Wisdom of Solomon. 
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The author says, “For there is no other god besides You, whose care is for all people.” So 

that makes me think that God, the creator and redeemer of all cares for ALL. Not just 

the one or two who are like the grain and not the weeds. In truth, there has never been 

one like that throughout all of time – except the Lord Jesus Christ.  

It seems as though the God of all loves all people enough to harvest each of us with 

the grain, not the chaff, though sinners we may be. Again, hear these powerful words 

from the Wisdom of Solomon: “Although You are sovereign in strength, You judge with 

mildness, and with great forbearance You govern us.” Let me say this once again, God 

loves each of us, all of us, with an unbelievable love, that ALL PEOPLE, sinners though 

we may be, will be gathered into one with the grain. Even though there is conflict 

between the readings of Matthew and the Wisdom of Solomon, perhaps if we look at it 

from a different angle, we can see that God’s desire for us to is serve. Because of 

Christ’s sacrifice on the cross, we know we are forgiven. Our response is to love as we 

have been loved. 

But that statement of hope does not let us off the hook. For just as we are God’s 

faithful, God’s deeds of forgiveness and gift of hope indicate that we must show 

kindness to all. We are to be like Jesus, bearing the fruit of justice and mercy, not just to 

those who are like us but to all. Love your neighbor…no exceptions. 

Having, loving, and training a puppy, allows us to see the naughtiness, the sinful 

nature in all of creation. But with patience for our own selves and for others, we can 

know that God loves us through the eternal sacrifice and grace of the Son. May we all be 

certain that righteousness, patience, and mercy abound from God to all. As we raise and 

love this new puppy, welcomed into our family, may we be like God. The God who loves 

us despite our failures and despite our sinful tendencies.  

Today, tomorrow, and always, we can be assured that all creation will be set free 

from bondage and suffering. Therefore, even though we are captive to sin, we know we 

will be set free from the bondage to sin, the weeds. And we can humbly place our hope 

in the promises of a God who loves us like no other. Amen. 
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Sermon Poem 

You Are the Seed 

You are the seed that will grow a new sprout; 

You’re a star that will shine in the night; 

You are the yeast and a small grain of salt, 

A beacon to glow in the dark. 

 

You are the dawn that will bring a new day;  

You’re the wheat that will bear golden grain; 

You are the new reign of God built on a rock, 

Where justice and truth are at home. 

 

Go, my friends, go the world,  

Proclaim the great love of God; 

Messengers to tell the way of life, 

Peace and pardon for all. 

 

Be, my friends, a loyal witness, 

That from the dead Christ arose; 

“Lo, I’ll be with you forevermore, 

Till the end of the world.” 

 
*Used with permission by Augsburg Publishing 
with special allowance during Global Pandemic 

Text: Cesareo Gabarain, 1936-1991 
Tr. Raquel Gutierrez-Achon, 1972 

Skinner Chavez-Melo, 1944-1992 alt. 
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Prayers of the People 

 

Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, 
and all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 

God of the harvest, you sow the good seed of the gospel of Jesus Christ into your field. 
Help your church throughout the world to be both diligent and patient, full of resolve 
and gentleness, that our witness may be faithful to your intentions. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
God of all space and time, your whole creation groans in labor pains, awaiting the gift of 
new birth. Renew the earth, sky, and sea, so that all your creation experiences freedom 
from the bondage of decay. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God of the nations, teach us your ways, that we may walk in your truth. Mend the fabric 
of the human family, now torn apart by our fearful and warring ways (regions and 
nations in conflict may be named). Guide us by your mercy, grace, and steadfast love. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
  
God of hope, you accompany those who suffer and are near to the brokenhearted. 
Open our hearts to your children who are lonely and abandoned, who feel trapped by 
despair, and all who suffer in any way, especially Roy Black, Marilyn Dolezal, Daniel 
Strand – nephew of Scott and Pastor Carol Strand,  Sarah VanRaden, Bonnie Duggan, 
Jeanne Roen, Edna Mae Lewis, Judy - Curt Meyer’s sister, Doug Nordland – family friend 
of Derek Miller, Rose – Lenora Scheer’s niece, Greg Turner, Fern Softing, Brandon - 
Victoria Savanh’s cousin, and all others we name in our hearts before you. Lord, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God of the seasons, in the midst of summer, give us refreshment, renewal, and new 
opportunities. We pray for the safety of those who travel. We pray for those who 
cannot take the rest they need. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God of life, those who have died in you shine like the sun in your endless kingdom. We 
remember with thanksgiving the saints of all times and places and saints close to us. 
Gather us with them on the day of salvation. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers 
to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

As the Holy Spirit gathers us into one, let us pray together the prayer that Jesus teaches 

us. 

  

Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed by thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread and  

forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

Lead us not into temptation and deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory. Forever and ever. Amen.  

 

 

Blessing and Sending 

"May God give you grace never to sell yourself short. To risk something big for 

something good. And grace to remember that the world is too dangerous for anything 

but truth, and too small for anything but love.” (Blessing by William Sloan Coffin) 

Amen. 

 

 Dismissal 
Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God. 
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