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Elim Lutheran Church 

Service for Sunday, July 5, 2020 
 

Since many of you are unable to view today’s worship service, lessons, a short 

message, and prayers for this day are provided for your devotion. 

 

 

 
 

 
Greeting 

 

May the grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 

The Word 

The 1st reading is from the Book of Zechariah, the 9th Chapter. 

9Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! 

  Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! 

 Lo, your king comes to you; 

  triumphant and victorious is he, 

 humble and riding on a donkey, 

  on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 

 10He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim 

  and the war-horse from Jerusalem; 

 and the battle bow shall be cut off, 

  and he shall command peace to the nations; 

 his dominion shall be from sea to sea, 
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  and from the River to the ends of the earth. 

 

 11As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, 

  I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. 

 12Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; 

  today I declare that I will restore to you double. (Zechariah 9:9-12) 

 

Today’s Psalm is from the 145th Chapter. 
 
8The LORD is gracious and full of compassion, 
  slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
 9LORD, you are good to all, 
  and your compassion is over all your works.  
 10All your works shall praise you, O LORD, 
  and your faithful ones shall bless you. 
 11They shall tell of the glory of your kingdom 
  and speak of your power, 
 12that all people may know of your power 
  and the glorious splendor of your kingdom. 
 13Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; your dominion endures throughout all 
ages. 
  You, LORD, are faithful in all your words, and loving in all your works. 
 14The Lord upholds all those who fall 
  and lifts up those who are bowed down. (Psalm 145:8-14) 

 
 
The Second Lesson is from the 7th Chapter of Romans. 
 

 21So I find it to be a law that when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at 
hand. 22For I delight in the law of God in my inmost self, 23but I see in my members 
another law at war with the law of my mind, making me captive to the law of sin that 
dwells in my members. 24Wretched person that I am! Who will rescue me from this body 
of death? 25aThanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! (Romans 7:21-25a 

 
 
 

 

Gospel Acclamation 
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*Seek Ye First the Kingdom of God 
 

Seek ye first the kingdom of God 
And its righteousness, 

And all these things shall be added unto you, 
Allelu, alleluia. 

 
*Used with permission by 

CCLI license #11023422 
Text: Adapted from Matthew 6:33 by Karen Lafferty 

Music: Karen Lafferty 

 
 

Today’s Gospel is from the 11th Chapter of Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord. 

  25At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have 
hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to 
infants; 26yes, Lord, for such was your gracious will. 27All things have been handed over 
to me by my Lord; and no one knows the Son except my God, and no one knows my God 
except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 
  28“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give 
you rest. 29Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in 
heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30For my yoke is easy, and my burden is 
light.” (Matthew 11:25-30) 

 

The Word of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

The Message 

During these recent months, I have felt overwhelmed. Overwhelmed by the COVID 

19 pandemic. Overwhelmed by the racial atrocities that are prevalent. And 

overwhelmed by the political unrest, disgraces, and hateful  discourse that we hear and 

read about on the news broadcasts, in the newspapers, and on social media. Of late, I 

have even seen billboards along the roads which seem to be erected with the sole 

purpose of stirring up hate and malice.  

I have to tell you, I hate this. I was taught not to use the word hate, but these days 

have stirred up in me a desire to mope and sit and become frustrated by the evil that is 

constantly floating around. But I know that’s not the way to accomplish things. Instead, I 
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have been called to preach, teach, and share God’s words with you, and perhaps, 

something good will come out of our prayers and learning together.  

Despite our differences with one another, we need to respect that all have different 

views, ideals, and beliefs. And we have to tolerate that we are all different, not 

necessarily agreeing with one another. But instead, sharing kindness and a listening ear, 

especially with those who believe and understand differently than we do. 

In today’s Old Testament reading from Zachariah, we hear the prophet calling to the  

people to be joyful for they have been delivered from the hands of the evildoers. The 

war-torn people of Jerusalem have been protected from the hands of the powers that 

rule. But there is another power, the power of God, that saves. God would be their 

success, safety, and comfort. To the people of ancient Israel, it might have seemed that 

there was never any respite from the evils of warfare and strife until God’s intervention. 

And is it really much different today? 

I think not, for we are tempted by the forces of evil that are present all around us. 

And so often these temptations are relentless. Even the Apostle Paul, follower of Christ 

and evangelist, after his conversion, was a slave to sin as we are.  

The mystery of God’s ways and God’s goodness is often hidden from us. But that 

does not mean that God is not present. God is always and forever attempting to keep us 

from evil and sin but all the while knowing that we are slaves to sin. And just like Paul, 

we are also slaves to our own selfish desires. 

Jesus says that we are to take his gentle and humble yoke upon ourselves…much 

more comforting than the burden of sin that we hold. And finally, we hear these words, 

“My yoke is easy and my burden light.” That should certainly bring relief for our weary, 

sinful selves.  

Yoke: a heavy, wooden crosspiece, fastened over the necks of two animals which is 

attached to the plow or cart they are to pull. Yes, that sounds like a burden. Yoke – the 

burden hanging around our necks in the form of the guilt from our sins and our evil 

works. That is most certainly true.  

It might just be that our tendency is to resist yokes, to resist burdens. Yet, Jesus tells 

us to take his yoke for it is light and easy. When we take hold of the yoke of Jesus, who 

erased our sins once and for all on the cross, it is then our burdens become lighter. 

“Come to me, who are weary, and I will give you rest, rest from the weariness of sinning, 

rest from the heaviness of guilt.” 
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There is another image that comes to mind when we visualize a yoke. It connects 

two animals. Perhaps we can see this as our connection to Christ. The one who comes to 

take away the heaviness and burdens of life. Before we knew Jesus, we were slaves to 

sin. But now we are slaves to God, where our yoke connects us not only with Jesus but 

also with one another. Here is where our responsibility becomes clear. Here we are to 

love and care for those who most need our love and care. When we serve others, the 

yoke, the burden, is that sharing of the love that Christ has shared with us. 

Like Paul, we struggle with our own selfish desires and seek God’s mercy and 

forgiveness. It is under the cross that we gather to be refreshed by Christ’s invitation: 

“Come to me, all you that are weary.” And when we are gathered at the foot of his 

cross, we are yoked together around word, water, and meal. Here we find rest for our 

souls. Amen. 

 

 

 

Sermon Hymn 

 *Day by Day 

Day by day,  your mercies, Lord, attend me, 

Bringing comfort to my anxious soul. 

Day by day, the blessings, Lord, you send me, 

Draw me nearer to my heavenly goal. 

Love divine, beyond all mortal measure, 

Bring to naught the burdens of my quest; 

Savior, lead me to the home I treasure, 

Where at last I’ll find eternal rest. 
 

*Used with permission by Augsburg Publishing 
with special allowance during Global Pandemic 

Text: Carolina Sandell Berg 
Music: Oskar Ahnfelt 
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Prayers of the People 

 
Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our shared 
world. 

A brief silence. 

We pray for the church. Sustain us as we share Your word. Embrace us as we struggle to 
find our common ground. Lift up leaders with powerful and prophetic voices. Free us 
from stagnant faith. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
We pray for the well-being of creation. Protect the air, water, and land from abuse and 
pollution. Free us from apathy in our care of creation and direct us toward sustainable 
living. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
We pray for the nations, especially the United States and Canada, celebrating their 
nationhood. Guide leaders in developing just policies and guide difficult conversations. 
Free us from patriotism that hinders relationship-building. Lead us to expansive love for 
our neighbor. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
We pray for all in need. For all who are tired, feeling despair, sick, or oppressed, 
especially Marilyn Dolezal, Daniel Strand – nephew of Scott and Pastor Carol Strand,  
Sarah VanRaden, Bonnie Duggan, Jeanne Roen, Edna Mae Lewis, Judy - Curt Meyer’s 
sister, Doug Nordland – family friend of Derek Miller, Rose – Lenora Scheer’s niece, Greg 
Turner, Fern Softing, Brandon - Victoria Savanh’s cousin, and all others we name in our 
hearts before You. Give each the assurance that You are with them always. Strengthen 
those who are in prison or awaiting trial. Take their yoke upon You and ease their 
burdens. Give your consolation and free us from all that keeps us bound. Hear us, O 
God. 
Your mercy is great. 
We pray for this congregation. Bless our bishops, our pastor, and the Council. Energize 
teachers, children’s ministry and music ministry leaders, church administrators, and 
those who maintain our building. Shine in this place that we might notice the ways Your 
love transforms our lives. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
We give thanks for those who have died in faith. Welcome them into Your eternal rest 
and comfort us in our grief until we are joined with them in new life. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
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Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 
Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

As the Holy Spirit gathers us into one, let us pray together the prayer that Jesus teaches 

us. 

  

Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed by thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread and  

forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

Lead us not into temptation and deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory. Forever and ever. Amen.  

 

Sending Hymn 

 

In honor of the Fourth of July, our sending in g him will 

be: 

*America, the Beautiful 
 

    Oh, beautiful for spacious skies, 
                For amber waves of grain, 

                    For purple mountain majesties 
              Above the fruited plain! 

               America! America! 
                God shed his grace on thee, 

                     And crown thy good with brotherhood 
                 From sea to shining sea. 

 
Oh, beautiful for patriot dream 

That sees beyond the years. 
Thine alabaster cities gleam, 
Undimmed by human tears! 

America! America! 
God shed his grace on thee, 

And crown thy good with brotherhood 
From sea to shining sea. 
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*Used with permission by Augsburg Publishing 
with special allowance during Global Pandemic 

Text: Katherine Lee Bates 
Music: Samuel A. Ward 

 

Blessing and Sending 

"May God give you grace never to sell yourself short. To risk something big for 

something good. And grace to remember that the world is too dangerous for anything 

but truth, And too small for anything but love.” (Blessing by William Sloan Coffin) 

Amen. 

 

 

Dismissal 
Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
                        

 


