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Elim Lutheran Church 

Service for Sunday, June 28, 2020 
 

Since many of you are unable to view today’s worship service, lessons, a short 

message, and prayers for this day are provided for your devotion. 

 

 
Greeting 

 

May the grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 

The Word 

The 1st reading is from the Book of Romans the 6th Chapter. 

12Do not let sin exercise dominion in your mortal bodies, to make you obey their 

passions. 13No longer present your members to sin as instruments of wickedness, but 

present yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life, and 

present your members to God as instruments of righteousness. 14For sin will have no 

dominion over you, since you are not under law but under grace. 

 

  15What then? Should we sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no 

means! 16Do you not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, 

you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of 

obedience, which leads to righteousness? 17But thanks be to God that you, having once 

been slaves of sin, have become obedient from the heart to the form of teaching to 

which you were entrusted, 18and that you, having been set free from sin, have become 
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slaves of righteousness. 19I am speaking in human terms because of your natural 

limitations. For just as you once presented your members as slaves to impurity and to 

greater and greater iniquity, so now present your members as slaves to righteousness 

for sanctification. 

  20When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. 21So what 

advantage did you then get from the things of which you now are ashamed? The end of 

those things is death. 22But now that you have been freed from sin and enslaved to God, 

the advantage you get is sanctification. The end is eternal life. 23For the wages of sin is 

death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 6:12-23) 

 

 

 
Today’s Gospel is from the 10th Chapter of Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord. 

 [Jesus said to the twelve:] 40“Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever 

welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me. 41Whoever welcomes a prophet in the 

name of a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward; and whoever welcomes a righteous 

person in the name of a righteous person will receive the reward of the righteous; 42and 

whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones in the name of a 

disciple—truly I tell you, none of these will lose their reward.” (Matthew 10:40-42) 

The Word of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

The Message 

I am planning to take a different direction this morning. Instead of my usual 

preaching, I am combining several resources, written by several different authors, 

mostly from the pastoral resource, Sundays and Seasons. Also, I have chosen to use 
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commentaries written by two seminary professors Elisabeth Johnson, from the Lutheran 

Theology Institute in Cameroon, and Israel Kaudzandu, St. Paul School of Theology in 

Kansas City.  

These gifted and knowledgeable people have abundant words to say to us. Just so 

you don’t have to listen for several hours, I have condensed their writings and chosen 

pieces from each of the six different works. It is my hope you learn from and enjoy what 

others say about today’s texts. In addition, may you know that all Jesus speaks is 

important for our lives together as God’s children and as servants in this world today. 

********** 

   The welcome of baptism is for all God’s children, which is a gift open for all to accept. 

This baptismal gift sets us free from the power of sin and death. But despite this 

freedom from the enslaving power of sin, which motivates us to live self-serving, 

disobedient lives, where sins final payoff is death, we can be comforted  and set free 

from sin’s slavery to live obediently under God’s grace. This end is the free gift of eternal 

life  

   We may prefer to think of God giving us lives of joy and ease. To the contrary, a full 

life in Christ also includes sorrow and grief. But there is a hope that is indescribable in 

this sorrow and grief. Here, we are to be aware and acknowledge God’s presence in 

every and all circumstances. In turn, we can know, with certainty, that our faith 

becomes integrated and sustainable through a lifetime. 

   There are great challenges of faith, think: Abraham calling to sacrifice his son, Isaac, 

the wanderings through the wilderness for 40 years where death and starvation were 

common, fierce battles for the people of Israel with Assyrians and Babylonians, Jonah 

being swallowed by the whale, and even the suffering and death of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. Those who believe are not free from pain. In fact, a life in Christ includes praise 

and lament, just as we looked at last week in Jeremiah’s lament and Christ’s words 

causing divisions between peoples and families. These are not easy things to take. But 

with faith and promise, we can be assured and comforted. 

   In fact, worship, here at Elim, virtual worship through technology, or through reading 

texts and writings together, we are called to lament as well as praise. Let today be a 

service of full-hearted proclamation of the faith in Christ and grace given by God. Here 

we see the depths of life in Christ. In today’s lesson from Romans, Paul tells us: When 

you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness.  So what advantage did 

you then get from the things of which you now are ashamed? The end of those things is 

death.  But now that you have been freed from sin and enslaved to God, the advantage 
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you get is sanctification. The end is eternal life.  (Matthew 6:20-22) A beginning  born 

into a life of sin ends in sanctification and eternal life: Powerful, assuring, and promise –

FOR US! 

   As we are called to be obedient followers of Christ, we know that we are also slaves to 

sin. This is a powerful reminder as we share the Good News of God in Christ. We only 

have one master and that master is God. But we MUST be aware of these words slavery 

and master in respect to Africans-Americans and other colonized nations. The 

consciousness of these children of God is marked with years of enslavement and 

dehumanization.  Perhaps, a better way to say this would be lives of suffering and 

torture. For we all are ensnared by sin, but colonized peoples look at that with a much 

different outlook and memory…harsher and more dehumanizing than those living with 

white privilege. 

********** 

   In today’s Gospel, Matthew is recalling Jesus’ instructions to his first disciples. He is 

teaching them to be welcoming, even to those who were unwelcomed, ignored, and 

displaced by others. Jesus tells the disciples to offer a cup of cool, refreshing water to 

even the little children. And those words would have struck a chord with the first 

disciples. For in the ancient days, even long before the days of Christ, children were little 

better than dogs. They were rejected and regarded only as ways to accomplish labor, 

often times too hard for the stronger and braver. Children were disposable – not worth 

much at all. But Jesus welcomes the little ones. And here “little ones” also mean those 

who are considered insignificant, worthless, and those labelled as undesirable.  

   Give a cup of water to all who are in need: A cup of water, a plate of food, a bed to 

sleep in, a visit in prison, healing and well-being. Welcome all. Give hospitality to all. 

Jesus says, “When you are welcomed, I am welcomed. And when I am welcomed, the 

One who sent me is welcomed.” (Matthew 10:40) There is no getting around the call of 

service and hospitality. For when we neglect, we are becoming entrapped by the power 

of sin.  

   When Jesus sends his disciples out as missionaries, he warns them of persecution and 

hardships they will face, but he also promises to reward any who aid his followers and 

support their ministry. We may not always receive a positive response when we take 

the risk of reaching out. Yet we may be surprised at how ready many are to receive the 

cold cup of water, our most humble efforts of hospitality. Lest we forget what we have 

to offer, we are reminded that we have Jesus’ promise – When you welcome, do 
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something for these, the least of my people, you welcome, you do something for me. 

(Matthew 25:45) Amen. 

               

Hymn 

*All Are Welcome 

Let us build a house where love can dwell and all can safely live, 

A place where saints and children tell how hearts learn to forgive.  

Built of hopes and dreams and visions, rock of faith and vault of grace; 

Here the love of Christ shall end divisions: 

All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place. 

 

Let us build a house where prophets speak, and words are strong and true, 

Where all God’s children dare to seek to dream God’s reign anew. 

Here the cross shall stand as witness and as symbol of God’s grace; 

Here as one we claim the faith of Jesus: 

All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place. 

 

Let us build a house where hands will reach beyond the wood and stone 

To heal and strengthen, serve and teach, and live the Word they’ve known. 

Here the outcast and the stranger bear the image of God’s face; 

Let us bring an end to fear and danger; 

All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place. 

 
*Used with permission by Augsburg Publishing 
with special allowance during Global Pandemic 

Text and Music: Marty Haugen 

 

 

Prayers of the People 
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Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our shared 
world. 

A brief silence. 

God of companionship, encourage our relationships with our siblings in Christ. Bless our 
conversations. Shape our shared future and give us hearts eager to join in a festal shout 
of praise. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
God of abundance, you make your creation thrive and grow to provide all that we need. 
Inspire us to care for our environment and be attuned to where the earth is crying out. 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
God of mercy, your grace is poured out for all. Inspire authorities, judges, and politicians 
to act with compassion. Teach us to overcome fear with hope, meet hate with love, and 
welcome one another as we would welcome you. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
God of care, accompany all who are in deepest need. Comfort those who are sick, 
lonely, or abandoned, especially Daniel Strand – nephew of Scott and Pastor Carol 
Strand,  Sarah VanRaden, Bonnie Duggan, Jeanne Roen, Edna Mae Lewis, Judy - Curt 
Meyer’s sister, Doug Nordland – family friend of Derek Miller, Rose – Lenora Scheer’s 
niece, Greg Turner, Fern Softing, Brandon - Victoria Savanh’s cousin, and all others we 
name in our hearts before You. Give each the assurance that You are with them always. 
Strengthen those who are in prison or awaiting trial. Renew the spirits of all who call 
upon you. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
God of community, we give thanks for this congregation. Give us passion to embrace 
your mission and the vision to recognize where you are leading us. Teach us how to live 
more faithfully with each other. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
God of love, you gather in your embrace all who have died. Keep us steadfast in our 
faith and renew our trust in your promise. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Receive these prayers, O God, and those prayers which are too deep for words; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

As the Holy Spirit gathers us into one, let us pray together the prayer that Jesus teaches 

us. 
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Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed by thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread and  

forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

Lead us not into temptation and deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory. Forever and ever. Amen.  

 

Blessing and Sending 

Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, 
nor things present, nor things to come, 

nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 

nor anything else in all creation, 

will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 

God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, 

and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, 

bless you and keep you in eternal love. Amen. 
 

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God.  Amen. 

 

Despite lament and pain, welcome and serve. 
                        

 


