
1 
 

 
 

 

 

Service for Sunday, June 14, 2020 
 

Since many of you are unable to view today’s worship service, lessons, a short 

message, and prayers for this day are provided for your devotion. 

 

 

 
Will you come and follow me  

if I but call your name? 

 

 
 

 

Greeting 
 

May the grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 

The Word 

The 1st reading is from the Book of Exodus, the 19th Chapter. 

2[The Israelites] had journeyed from Rephidim, entered the wilderness of Sinai, and 
camped in the wilderness; Israel camped there in front of the mountain.3Then Moses 
went up to God; the LORD called to him from the mountain, saying, “Thus you shall say to 
the house of Jacob, and tell the Israelites: 4You have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and 
how I bore you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. 5Now therefore, if you obey 
my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured possession out of all the 
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peoples. Indeed, the whole earth is mine, 6but you shall be for me a priestly kingdom and 
a holy nation. These are the words that you shall speak to the Israelites.” 
  7So Moses came, summoned the elders of the people, and set before them all these 
words that the LORD had commanded him. 8aThe people all answered as one: “Everything 
that the LORD has spoken we will do.” (Exodus 19:2-8a) 

 

 

The Psalm for today is Psalm 100. 
 
 1Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all you lands! 
  2Serve the LORD with gladness; come into God’s presence with a song. 
 3Know that the LORD is God, our maker to whom we belong; 
  we are God’s people and the sheep of God’s pasture. 
 4Enter the gates of the LORD with thanksgiving and the courts with praise; 
  give thanks and bless God’s holy name. 
 5Good indeed is the LORD, whose steadfast love is everlasting, 
  whose faithfulness endures from age to age. (Psalm 100) 

 
********************************************************************************************** 

 

 

The 2nd lesson for today is from Romans, Chapter 5. 

 
1Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, 2through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand; and we 
boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. 3And not only that, but we also boast in 
our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4and endurance produces 
character, and character produces hope, 5and hope does not disappoint us, because 
God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given 
to us. 
  6For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7Indeed, 
rarely will anyone die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person 
someone might actually dare to die. 8But God proves and gives each of us love, and while 
we still were sinners, Christ died for us. (Romans 5:1-8) 

 

 

*Will You Come and Follow Me (The Summons) 
 

“Will you come and follow me if I but call your name? 

Will you go where you don’t know and never be the same? 

Will you let my love be shown, 

Will you let my name be known, 
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Will you let my life be grown in you and you in me?” 

 

“Will you let the blinded see if I but call your name? 

Will you set the prisoners free and never be the same? 

Will you kiss the leper clean,  

And do such as this unseen, 

And admit to what I mean in you and you in me?” 

 
*Used with permission by Augsburg Publishing 
With special allowance during Global Pandemic 

Text: John L. Bell 

Tune: Scottish traditional 

 
 

 

Today’s Gospel is from the 9th and 10th Chapters of Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord. 

35 Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and 
proclaiming the good news of the kingdom, and curing every disease and every sickness. 
36 When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were harassed 
and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 37 Then he said to his disciples, "The harvest 
is plentiful, but the laborers are few; 38 therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out 
laborers into his harvest." 
 
1 Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean 
spirits, to cast them out, and to cure every disease and every sickness. 2 These are the 
names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon, also known as Peter, and his brother Andrew; 
James son of Zebedee, and his brother John; 3 Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and 
Matthew the tax collector; James son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; 4 Simon the 
Cananaean, and Judas Iscariot, the one who betrayed him. 
 
5 These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: "Go nowhere among the 
Gentiles, and enter no town of the Samaritans, 6 but go rather to the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel. 7 As you go, proclaim the good news, "The kingdom of heaven has come 
near.' 8 Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons. You received 
without payment; give without payment. 

 

The Word of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
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The Message 

Over the last few years of preaching and teaching I have discovered that there is 
rarely a Sunday when all four of the chosen Scriptural texts are as closely connected to 
one another as they are for this Sunday. Of course, each weekly reading is related to the 
other three, but today’s readings struck me as a Sunday where all four of the lessons are 
woven so tightly together - like a fine woolen fabric that is nearly impossible to untangle 
into individual threads of yarn. 

So, let us attempt to un-weave the textures of the fabric of today’s lessons and see 
where God is taking us… 

Let us begin with Moses. He has led his people for 40 years through Egypt and the 
wilderness. Moses has served the Lord with gladness by caring for and serving those 
whom he has led. But his people grumbled. Yet they were called to serve gladly and not 
complain as they had done throughout their wilderness trek.  

God had spoken to Moses from the burning bush. And 40 years later, God speaks to 
Moses again. This time it is from Mount Sinai. However, the message here is not so much 
about the place but about the Person, the Divine.  

Here, God tells Moses that he has led them from disaster, and starvation, and 
slavery, only to hear the people complain – repeatedly. But God loves the people of 
ancient Israel so much that he keeps redeeming them, even when they are ungrateful 
and unrepentant. Moses is told to share with his people that if they obey God’s laws and 
adopt behaviors that display a strong and loving relationship with their God, they will be 
God’s chosen. The exact words are, “You will be my treasured possessions.” 

But still they were not model citizens. Despite their lack of obedience, the people of 
Israel were the chosen. They are God’s treasured possessions. This Old Testament story is 
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one of relationship, a relationship between God and God’s chosen. The Ten 
Commandments guide our relationships with the Divine and one another. God never 
gives up on God’s people and continues to urge them into lives of service and love for 
neighbors, into lives faithful to the God of all, and to know that all God’s promises are 
kept without a doubt. 

Which leads us to Psalm 100, where once again we hear that we are God’s people, 
the sheep of God’s pasture. And there are several imperatives in this Psalm God’s faithful 
are required to do. And these are not just for the ancient people of God but for all.  

Listen again to the imperatives, the requirements, that are laid out before us as the 
sheep of God’s pasture, the children of God’s own heart: 

• All are to make a joyful noise to the Lord. Do not sit quietly, but let the world 
know of God’s goodness for all. Shout it from the mountain tops. Declare 
God’s goodness with trumpet and song. 

• Come before God with song and joy, despite that which causes us pain and 
despair. God is good always. God does not bring harm and evil to us but only 
love and peace. 

• Know with all certainty that God is our Lord, and we are God’s people. God 
has created each of us and this home we have been given. We are God’s. No 
questions asked. 

• Give the Lord thanksgiving and praise and bless God’s holy and divine name. 
Thanksgiving and praise and blessing are required to show that God desires 
our praise and our thankfulness. This imperative is wrapped into the First and 
Second Commandments: You shall have no other gods and do not use God’s 
holy name in any other way than it is intended – to love, praise, and give 
thanks at all times, in all places, and in all circumstances. 
 

Once again, hear why we are required do all these things: The Lord is good indeed. 
God’s steadfast love lasts forever, and God’s faithfulness lasts from age to age. The 
promises that God makes to us will never be forgotten. 

 

The words from the Book of Romans lead us to the next step on the road to 
understanding God’s goodness. We no longer make God our enemy due to our lack of 
faithfulness in the One who loves us beyond all human understanding. However, we have 
a peace with God, not by our own actions, but through Christ’s death and resurrection. 
And that is how we are brought into a true and right relationship with God. God’s only 
Son, the Holy Christ, has made the ultimate sacrifice so that our sins and our wrongs in 
relationships with God and one another have been erased forever. That does not mean 
we are given permission to sin without remorse. But God knows us better than we do 
ourselves and knows that we are sinful beings. So, we are given the Son to erase 
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everything we’ve done that is not right. Think back to today’s reading from Exodus. We 
are called to follow the laws that have been laid before us, and we are to obey in order 
to have right relationships with God and one another. 

The final step in today’s journey is the Gospel lesson where Jesus’ followers are 
instructed as to how they are to proclaim Christ’s gospel through their actions. Their 
words and deeds are to heal the sick, and feed the hungry, and raise from the dead, just 
as Jesus did. The apostles are appointed to do as Christ himself has done.  

As God’s people, we are called to do the same things today that the apostles were 
commissioned to do in the Gospel lessons for today and last week. Perhaps we can’t heal 
the sick, but we can tend to the sick. Those of medical professions can do the healing 
through the gifts that God has given them.  

And we might not be able to raise the dead. But we certainly can care for those who 
mourn. Also, we can share the good news of the resurrection promise with those whose 
deaths draw near and those who grieve over the loss of loved ones. We are called, we 
are commissioned, and we are led forth into our communities to be like Christ.  

So, we’ve come full circle. Our ancient brothers and sisters have been given the Ten 
Commandments in order to have a right relationship with God and right relationships 
with one another. This Decalogue, these Commandments, are given to us as well – for 
the benefit of our relationships. Next we are instructed to praise the One who has 
provided the gifts of the creation and life for us. Then we are to share the Good News 
with all through song, praise, and thankfulness. 

The New Testament and Gospel lessons remind us that Christ has come to erase our 
sins and sends us out to be like Christ himself. We are called to be his disciples. And what 
a better time to serve. With the Covid pandemic, we can help others by assisting with 
chores and pick-ups and deliveries for those who are unable to do that for themselves – 
with the reminder to wear masks and social distance. What a better time to serve with 
the recent rioting and racism brought to the forefront these last weeks. We can go out 
and show that we love our neighbors, no matter the color of their skin, no matter who 
they are. There are hundreds of ways to serve God by serving others. We are to be like 
Christ. Amen.  

 

Hymn 
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*We Are All One in Mission 

We all are one in mission; we all are one in call, 

Our varied gifts united by Christ, the Lord of all. 

A single great commission compels us from above 

To plan and work together that all may know Christ’s love. 

 

We all are called for service, to witness in God’s name, 

Our ministries are different; our purpose is the same: 

To touch the lives of others with God’s surprising grace, 

So every folk and nation may feel God’s warm embrace. 

 

Now let us be united, and let our song be heard. 

Now let us be a vessel for God’s redeeming Word. 

We all are one in mission; we all are on in call, 

Our varied gifts united by Christ, the Lord of all. 

 
*Used with permission by Augsburg Publishing 
With special allowance during Global Pandemic 

Text: Rusty Edwards 

Tune: Finnish folk tune 

 

 

Prayers of the People 

 
Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our shared 
world. 

A brief silence. 

Holy One, You bring us together and call us Your own. Bless theologians, Bishop 
Elizabeth, Interim Bishop Larry, teachers, and preachers who help us grow in faith. Guide 
Your church, that we might be a holy people. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Holy One, the whole earth is Yours. Where there is fire, bring cool air and new growth. 
Where there is flooding, bring abatement. Where there is drought, bring rain. Inspire us 
to care for what You have provided so all future generations may have a land that is 
clean and beautiful. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Holy One, we have created divisions You will not own. In places of conflict throughout 
this world, especially during this time of rioting due to racism, raise up leaders who work 
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to develop lasting peace and reconciliation between all the nations and all people of the 
world. Encourage organizations and individuals who care for all who are forced to leave 
their homes. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Holy One, You care for those who are harassed and helpless. Protect and defend those 
who are abused. Feed all who hunger. Heal those who are sick, especially Daniel Strand – 
nephew of Scott and Pastor Carol Strand,  Sarah VanRaden, Bonnie Duggan, Jeanne 
Roen, Edna Mae Lewis, Judy - Curt Meyer’s sister, Doug Nordland – family friend of Derek 
Miller, Rose – Lenora Scheer’s niece, Greg Turner, Fern Softing, Brandon - Victoria 
Savanh’s cousin, and all others we name in our hearts before You.  Empower all whose 
voices go unheard and help us respond to the pressing needs of our neighbors. Hear us, 
O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Holy One, You provide a plentiful harvest of gifts and resources. Prepare us to labor and 
gather the fruits of this congregation, that we might discover new ways of living during 
this time of separation. Minister to us in our work, that we do not lose heart. Hear us, O 
God. Your mercy is great. 
 

Holy One, You bring all people to yourself. We give thanks for the holy people who have 
gone before us. Sustain us in Your mission until the day You bear us up to join the saints 
in light. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Receive these prayers, O God, and those prayers that are sighs too deep for words; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 

As the Holy Spirit gathers us into one, let us pray together the prayer that Jesus teaches 

us. 

  

Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed by thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread and  

forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

Lead us not into temptation and deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory. Forever and ever. Amen.  

 

Blessing and Sending 
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Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, 
nor things present, nor things to come, 

nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 

nor anything else in all creation, 

will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 

God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, 

and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, 

bless you and keep you in eternal love. Amen. 
 

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God.  Amen. 

 
                        

Jesus 
Lord of all 

Servant of all 
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