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Service for Sunday, June 7, 2020 
 

Since many of you are unable to view today’s worship service, lessons, a short 

message, and prayers for this day are provided for your devotion. 

 

 
 

 

Greeting 
 

May the grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 

The Word 

The 1st reading is from the Book of 2 Corinthians, the 13th Chapter. 

 [Paul writes:] 11Finally, brothers and sisters, farewell. Put things in order, listen to my 

appeal, agree with one another, live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with 

you. 12Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the saints greet you. 

  13The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with all of you. (2 Corinthians 13:11-13) 
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The Psalm for today is Psalm 8. 
 

1O  LORD our Lord, 
  how majestic is your name in all the earth!— 
 2you whose glory is chanted above the heavens out of the mouths of infants and 
children; 
  you have set up a fortress against your enemies, to silence the foe and avenger. 
 3When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, 
  the moon and the stars you have set | in their courses, 
 4what are mere mortals that you should be mindful of them, 
  human beings that you should | care for them?  
 5Yet you have made them little less than divine; 
  with glory and hon or you crown them. 
 6You have made them rule over the works of your hands; 
  you have put all things under their feet: 
 7all flocks and cattle, 
  even the wild beasts of the field, 
 8the birds of the air, the fish of the sea, 
  and whatever passes along the paths of the sea. 
 9O LORD our Lord, 
  how majestic is your name in all the earth! 

 

 

Today’s Gospel is from the 28th Chapter of Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

16Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed 

them. 17When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. 18And Jesus came 

and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19Go 

therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of God and of the 

Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20and teaching them to obey everything that I have 

commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” (Matthew 

28:16-20) 

The Word of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.  
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The Message 

All four of our Gospels, Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, have a different focus 

in their final words. But in Matthew alone, Jesus commissions the disciples to go 

out and baptize and serve. What a fitting end in this book for the call of all people 

to love as we have been loved. Not only was this apt for Jesus’ day, but look at 

what is happening in our world these days. We need the comfort of the Holy Spirit 

right here at this very moment. We need her comfort, but we also need her 

guidance so that we can step out of our own comfort zones and do the work that 

we, today’s disciples, are commissioned to do. 

So instead of sharing a message today about the Holy Trinity and its 

mysteries, it is more appropriate to address what we have been led to, here in 

Fargo, North Dakota, amidst the global pandemic, climate change and earth’s 

annihilation, and the horrors of murder, violence, and destruction. It is not enough 

to read our papers and post reflections on social media. We should, no! We must 

do our part to work to make this world a better place today and for all future 

generations. 

I am not sure if you know this about me, but I am a “fixer.” I want all things to 

be in the best condition as possible. And I become seriously frustrated when 

something can’t be fixed. I often call upon the Holy Spirit to guide me in the work 

of repair and rehabilitation in our world. It is important for me to realize that I 

cannot do all things to make this world a better place, but I can do something. And 

it is the same for each of us. We each can do something, anything, but we can’t sit 

around and wait for someone to tell us what to do.  

Last weekend, there was a peaceful, PEACEFUL, march to raise voices for 

those who need to hear and make changes in police brutality and the hurting and 

killing of innocent lives - particularly those based on the color of one’s skin. First of 

all, we owe it to our black- and brown-skinned brothers and sisters to learn as 

much as we can about white privilege. We must attempt to understand the 

positions on what has shaped others lives and beliefs. There is much reading 

material available to help inform ourselves in this area. 

There also should be an attempt by those who live with white privilege to do 

all we can to help those who face discrimination and racism every single day of 
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their lives. It is not enough to say we are not racist. We use our white privilege 

each day and most of the time we are not even aware. That needs to change. 

We have dear friends who have 5 children – 3 are white and 2 are black. Every 

time when their two black sons go out, the parents are afraid. They wonder if their 

sons are OK when they go out for a run or hang out with friends. Can you imagine, 

when two of your children do anything or go anywhere, you are frightened for 

their safety? When you go to the gas station, d you get a bit nervous when 

someone who doesn’t look like you, walks into the store? If so, that is white 

privilege. When a white student takes a test and does well and another student, 

who doesn’t look like them, does poorly, that is white privilege. Tests are built to 

reflect the culture of the white student – not all students regardless of their skin 

color.  Or have you read a book to a child and the pictures are of people of color – 

do you think,  “Why is this book illustrated in this way? That, my friends, is white 

privilege, whether you realize it or not. So yes, I am a racist. It’s not that I want to 

be, but I truly don’t know what it’s like to walk in another’s shoes. I am reading. I 

am having conversations. I am listening. That’s what we need to do. We must be 

informed. We must love like we’ve never loved before so that this white privilege 

can stop. 

If we want this world to be a better place, a safer place for all, there is much 

we can do. Ask your your friends and neighbors of color what they need. Ask them 

to help you understand your privilege. Ask them to help you. Ask them to show 

you what it’s like to not have the privilege that you have.  

On this Holy Trinity Sunday, where the mysteries of God, Son, and Holy Spirit 

are before us, look to this Trinity to guide us to those who need us most. Ask the 

Great Three-in-One to make you understand what it’s like to be the victim, the 

unappreciated, the outsider. We look at Jesus’ works in the world, and he certainly 

loved those who others found undesirable. We are commissioned. We are called. 

We are led to those who need us to do the right thing. We are the disciples of 

Christ. Let us love like the Christ who loves all with a love that is beyond our 

understanding. We have much work to do. Amen.  
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Hymn Poem 

Kyrie! God, Abba* 

Kyrie! God, Abba 

In heaven above, 

You abound in gracious love, 

Of all things maker and preserver, 

Eleison! Eleison! Kyrie! 

 

O Christ, our king, 

Salvation for all you came to bring. 

O Lord Jesus, God’s own Son, 

Our mediator at the heavenly throne: 

Hear our cry and grant our supplication. 

Eleison! Eleison! Kyrie! 

 

O God, Holy Ghost, 

Guard our faith we need the most, 

And bless our life’s last hour, 

That we leave this sinful world with gladness. 

Eleison! Eleison! Kyrie! 

 
*Used with permission by Augsburg Publishing 
With special allowance during Global Pandemic 

Text: Latin hymn, translated by W. Gustave Polack 
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Source: Concordia Publishing House 
 

 

Prayers of the People 

 
Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for our shared 
world. 

A brief silence. 

God of community, you form us as your church. Guide our bishops, pastors, deacons, and 
all the baptized in sharing your life-giving good news with all the world. Strengthen us to 
be bold in our proclamation. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
God of creation, you called everything into being. Sustain this world with your renewing 
care. Inspire us to see waterways, plant life, birds, fish, insects, and mammals and call 
them good. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
God of counsel, all authority belongs to you. Encourage the leaders of this and every land 
to seek peace, equality, and unity. Activate understanding in all people and instill wisdom 
in advocates who work toward justice in often ignored communities. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
God of care, you created us in your image. Help us see your likeness in one another. 
Open our eyes to see and attend to all who face oppression and suffering. Console, heal, 
and nourish all in need. Hear our cries for our brothers and sisters of color. Protect all 
from violence and the racism facing our world today. Rid this world of hate.  Hear us, O 
God. Your mercy is great. 
 
God of companionship, you accompany this body of faith. As the rhythms of summer 
begin, protect all who travel, renew all who will enjoy a time of sabbath, and shelter all 
who will not be protected from the sun’s heat. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Spirit of healing. Bless all the essential workers during this time of a global pandemic as 
they care for our communities and those in need, Heal all who long for comfort, 
especially Daniel Strand – nephew of Scott and Pastor Carol Strand,  Sarah VanRaden, 
Bonnie Duggan, Jeanne Roen, Hazel Spiering – Kerri Spiering’s mother, Edna Mae Lewis, 
Judy - Curt Meyer’s sister, Doug Nordland - family/friend of Derek Miller, Rose – Lenora 
Scheer’s niece, Greg Turner, Fern Softing, Brandon - Victoria Savanh’s cousin, and all 
others who need our care. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
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God of compassion, you comfort us in our grief with the promise of the resurrection. We 
give you thanks for the saints of all time and in our lives. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is 
great. 
 
Receive these prayers, O God, and those too deep for words; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 
Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Let us pray together the prayer that Jesus teaches us. 

  

Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed by thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread and  

forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

Lead us not into temptation and deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory. Forever and ever. Amen.  

 

Blessing and Sending 

Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, 
nor things present, nor things to come, 

nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 

nor anything else in all creation, 

will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 

God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, 

and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, 

bless you and keep you in eternal love. Amen. 
 

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God.  Amen. 

 

__________                            __________ 


