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Service for Sunday, May 24, 2020 

 

Since many of you are unable to watch and hear today’s worship service, lessons, a 

short message, and prayers for this day are provided for your devotion. 

 

Greeting 

 
May the grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 

Hymn 

*Used with special permission from Augsburg Fortress Publishing during the global pandemic 

Music and Text by David Haas 

 

We Are Called 

Come! Live in the Light! 

Shine with the joy and the love of the Lord! 

We are Called to be light for the kingdom, 

To live in the freedom of the city of God. 

 

We are called to act with justice, 

We are called to love tenderly; 

We are called to serve one another, 

To walk humbly with God. 

 

Sing! Sing a new song! 

Sing of the great day when all will be one! 

God will reign, and we’ll walk with each other 

As sisters and brothers united in love. 

 

We are called to act with justice, 

We are called to love tenderly; 

We are called to serve one another, 

To walk humbly with God. 

 

 

 

 



2 
 

 
 

The Word 

A New Testament reading for today is from 1st Peter, the 5th Chapter 

6Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, so that God may exalt you 
in due time. 7Cast all your anxiety on God, because God cares for you. 8Discipline yourselves, 
keep alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls around, looking for someone to 
devour. 9Resist him, steadfast in your faith, for you know that your brothers and sisters in all 
the world are undergoing the same kinds of suffering. 10And after you have suffered for a little 
while, the God of all grace, who has called you to the one eternal glory in Christ, will restore, 
support, strengthen, and establish you. 11To God be the power forever and ever. Amen. (1 Peter 

45:6-11) 
 

********** 

 

On the night before his crucifixion, Jesus prays to his heavenly Abba, asking that those who 
continue his work in this world will live in unity. 
 
********** 
 
Today’s Gospel is from the 17th Chapter of John. Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

1After Jesus had spoken these words [to his disciples], he looked up to heaven and said, 
“Abba God, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, 2since you 
have given him authority over all people, to give eternal life to all whom you have given 
him. 3And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom 
you have sent. 4I glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to do. 5So now, 
Abba, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had in your presence before the 
world existed. 
   6“I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They 
were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7Now they know that 
everything you have given me is from you; 8for the words that you gave to me I have given to 
them, and they have received them and know in truth that I came from you; and they have 
believed that you sent me. 9I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, 
but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. 10All mine are yours, and 
yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. 11And now I am no longer in the world, but 
they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Adonai God, protect them in your name that you 
have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one.” (John 17:1-11) 

 

The Word of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.  
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The Message 

Today’s world is fraught with division and separation. During this pandemic, it seems the 

lines have been drawn between one another separating us more than ever. The lines have 

grown to “chasm portions” – deep, dividing, uncrossable chasms where it seems impossible to 

be united. Divisions regarding masks and personal rights. Chasms between Democrats and 

Republicans. Wars and fighting over boundaries and leadership. Dividing lines between the 

differences that are so common in our world – the homeless and hungry vs. the wealthy and 

satisfied. Does it really matter who one loves? Immigration. Racial and ethnic issues. Why does 

it have to be like this? Wouldn’t it be better if we could agree to disagree, respect one 

another’s ideas and opinions without having to live within the bounds of another’s ideas and 

opinions? Wouldn’t it be better if we could simply be respectful and live together in peace and 

unity? 

*********** 

Today’s Gospel take a leap backwards to a short time before Jesus’ resurrection. During 

the three years of Jesus’ preaching and teaching, there have been numerous mentions of his 

death in the Gospels. The disciples understand the word death, but the death of the Messiah is 

not something they can totally comprehend. But today’s Gospel is different. Jesus is not just 

hinting at what the upcoming days will bring. He is praying for his disciples, offering them 

comfort and challenge. This prayer is also good news for us. When we suffer, when God feels 

distant, when we are struggling or worrying, this prayer can be comfort for us.  

This Gospel places an emphasis on unity. If we look for unity in the Book of John, we see 

this oneness from the very beginning. Chapter 1, verse 1 opens this Gospel speaking of unity 

between Jesus, THE WORD, and God: and the Word was WITH God and the WORD was God - 

With God and is God. Here is evidence of this oneness of Christ in God. 

Jumping ahead to Chapter 17, verse 21, beyond today’s lectionary reading, Jesus asks in 

his prayer that his disciples will  be one with God just as he is one with God. Jesus says, 

“may…they all be one. As you, Holy God, are in me and I am in you, may they be in us.”  Jesus, at 

the time when his deepest suffering draws near, he is praying for those who will be carrying on 

his good works after he is gone. And guess what my friends? That petition to God is asking for 

oneness on OUR behalf, as well. This is the evidence we need to be assured that we are one 

with the God of all. 

In John 17, Jesus stresses the importance of the world in this prayer. Once again, there 

are numerous references to God’s world throughout the Bible, beginning at the very 1st verse in 

Genesis. John also tells us the world is a main focus of God’s love and work. Jesus was sent to 

enlighten the world, and to give life to the world. To save the world, and invite the world to join 

in the love He, Jesus, shares with God. All these verses reflect the care God has for God’s 

people. 
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This very God, here in Jesus’ incarnation, let’s all people know we are given love and 

given responsibility as being part of this world. God has given us this world to love and care for. 

And how have we done so far? Not so well, I’m afraid. I will not address the damage humans 

have done to this blessed place throughout humanity’s time. But the damage we have done to 

one another, our brothers and sisters of the very same God, is horrendous. We have built 

fences and drawn lines in the sand. We have created barriers that others are not allowed to 

cross, we have built walls. We have divided peoples according to our own different beliefs, both 

political and faith related. There are so many fences, and ditches, and chasms, and cages that 

keep us separated from one another. This is NOT what God has called us to do or be. This is 

NOT how we are called to live in a world that was created as a gift for us. 

Let us listen carefully to Jesus’ prayer and be reminded that when we are one with God 

and one with Christ, through the love of One God,  we are also one with one another, just as we 

are united with God. May God guide us to the place where all of humanity and all of creation 

are united as one, united in love. Amen. 

 

Hymn  

 
*Used with special permission from Augsburg Fortress Publishing during the global pandemic 

Music and Text by David Haas 

 

You Are Mine 

 

“I will come to you in the silence, 

I will lift you from all fear. 

You will hear my voice, 

I claim you as my choice. 

Be still and know I am here. 

 

Do not be afraid I am with you. 

I have called you each by name. 

Come and follow me, 

I will bring you home; 

I love you and you are mine. 

 

I am the Word that leads all too to freedom, 

I am the peace the world cannot give. 

I will call your name, 

Embracing all your pain, 

Stand up, now walk and live! 
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 Do not be afraid I am with you. 

I have called you each by name. 

Come and follow me, 

I will bring you home; 

I love you and you are mine. 

 

 

Prayers of the People 

 
Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of God in all 

times and places in praying for the church, the world, and all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 

O God, call your people to be one, as you are one. Unite your church in the truth of your 

gospel, the love of our neighbor, and the call to proclaim your reign to all people. Lord, in 

your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Breathe life into your creation. Guide your people as we explore the mysteries of the 

universe. We pray for the work of scientists and mathematicians whose skill enriches our 

understanding of the world around us and beyond. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Make your justice known among the nations of the earth. Protect the vulnerable, especially 

in nations currently in crisis. Redirect those who use violence and greed as weapons. Lord, 

in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Come to the aid of your children. We pray for those engulfed in grief, those without 

supportive families, and for all who are isolated, powerless, or afraid, that all may rest their 

anxieties in your care. We prayer for all people at this time of pandemic, especially those 

who treat the ill, those who continue do essential work in their communities, those who are 

ill, and the families of those who have died with this horrible virus. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Give courage to all who embark on new ventures. We especially remember this day those 

who risked their lives to serve in our armed forces, especially those who gave their lives for 

our freedoms. Grant safety to those serving at home or abroad and assure them of your 

never-failing strength. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

You come near to us when we are lost, and you hear our distress. We pray for those who suffer 
in any way, especially Daniel Strand – nephew of Scott and Pastor Carol Strand,  Sarah 
VanRaden, Bonnie Duggan, Jeanne Roen, Edna Mae Lewis, Judy - Curt Meyer’s sister, Doug 
Nordland - family/friend of Derek Miller, Rose – Lenora Scheer’s niece, Greg Turner, Fern 
Softing, Brandon - Victoria Savanh’s cousin, and all others who need our care. Lord, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Raise all your saints to eternal life. Until that day, we give you thanks for the faithful 

examples of those who have listened to your voice and now rest in you. Lord, in your 

mercy, hear our prayer. 
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With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray into your 

eternal care; through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Let us pray together the prayer that Jesus teaches us.  

Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed by thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we 

forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation and deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory. Forever and ever. Amen.  

 

Blessing and Sending 

May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead 
raise you to new life every day, fill you with hope, 
and turn your mourning into dancing. 

Almighty God, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Christ is risen. Christ is beside us. Christ is with us, 
through the power of the Spirit. Go in peace. 
Now send us forth to share the gifts of this Easter season 

with all in need. 

Thanks be to God.  
 

 

 

 

 

 


