
Service for Sunday, May 17, 2020 

 

Since many of you are unable to watch and hear today’s worship service, lessons, a 

short message, and prayers for this day are provided for your devotion. 

 

Greeting 

 
May the grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.  

 

The Word 

Today’s Gospel is from the. Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15“If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16And I 
will ask the One to give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. 17This is the Spirit of 
truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees her nor knows her. You can 
recognize the Spirit, because she remains with you and will be within you. 
  18“I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. 19In a little while the world will no 
longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will  live. 20On that day you will 
know that I am in God, and you in me, and I in you. 21They who have my commandments and 
keep them are those who love me; and those who love me will be loved by Abba God, and I will 
love them and reveal myself to them.” (John 14:15-21) 

The Word of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.  

 

The Message 

In October of 2000, as we waited for my mom’s death, I recall a moment in those long 

last days when my mom was non-responsive, nothing but a shell of her former self – the loving, 

caring, and selflessly giving woman, who enjoyed the lake and having a good time. In her last 

few hours, I had a thought, or maybe a dream. I am not sure where it came from, but that 

“whatever it was” is still as vivid today as it was in that cool October evening. 

I saw myself sitting on a piece of worn luggage, outside the railroad depot, watching a 

train leave the station. As the next few moments passed, I felt Mom was on the train. The train 

was slowly getting farther and farther away. Soon, it faded from my sight, and at that moment, 

I knew I would never see my loving, caring mom again. The tears washed down my cheeks, and 

I was devastated. She was gone - only a recently placed memory in my heart and in my mind.  

Over the next few weeks, I was angry. I missed my mother who no one could replace. 

But as the days progressed, I began noticing things, when I stopped being angry long enough to 



pay attention. I would dream about Mom. I would smell her wonderful cooking and baking in 

our home, I would hear her voice and her laugh, reminding me of something that had 

happened when the two of us were together. Or even some advice when I couldn’t pick up the 

phone and call her.  

Slowly but surely, I realized I wasn’t alone. Mom truly wasn’t gone. Her body was no 

where to be found, but her spirit lived within all her family. God had gifted me with the blessed 

memories, scents, and conversations that I missed so dearly. She was still my parenting guide. 

She was still the one who taught me to prepare meals and baked goods. It happened. It still 

happens to this day, but not as frequently. 

On Thursday, May 21, Christians celebrate the Ascension of our Lord. During the Last 

Supper, Jesus told the disciples about his coming departure…his departure from them 

physically. These disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Risen Christ after his crucifixion, 

but I wonder if they knew these appearances would not continue indefinitely. They had seen 

Jesus. They had walked with him and served and had eaten with him. They had been in close, 

daily contact for three years. How could one not feel alone when the One whom they had loved 

is gone? 

But in today’s Gospel, the resurrected Christ speaks with his disciples, “I will not leave 
you orphaned; I am coming to you. 19In a little while the world will no longer see me, but you 
will see me; because I live, you also will  live.” That’s a statement to be sure!!! Do you suppose 
the disciples could even grasp the deep meaning of these words? Jesus does not abandon his 
followers. Jesus abides with his disciples of every age. 

Jesus says, I will not leave you orphaned. Some Bible translations say comfortless but 
orphaned has the significance of being totally alone without love, care, or guidance. It feels like 
a dire situation…a hopeless condition in which no one would wish to live. But there is truly 
comfort in these words. Here, love comes shining through - the love of God and the love of 
Christ, not as two separate entities but as God and Son together. And then Christ sends an 
Advocate, for Jesus recognized that it is hard for us to believe in something we cannot see or 
feel. 

Advocate is certainly comforting. According to Professor Craig Koester, one of my 
favorite professors at Luther Seminary, “An advocate is a term for someone who is called to 
one’s side as a source of help or assistance. We know that God gives us the gift of Love in the in 
the death and resurrection of Jesus. And the resurrected Jesus will send the Advocate, the 
Spirit. This Spirit brings the truth of that love and life to all people. The Spirit is the One who 
makes faith possible.” (And just so you are aware, the Spirit in Greek, is explained as a female 
essence.) Interesting that God gives love and Jesus gives the truth. And the Spirit makes faith 
possible. Perhaps, those comforting dreams and my mother’s voice are truly the Spirit that 
gives the mother’s love back to me that I have desperately longed for over these last 20 years. 
And then, because of this, I know there is faith, because the Advocate has given me what I need 
at the appropriate times. And I thank God for these gifts. 



It is true for all. God has given us the love of Ultimate Sacrifice, God’s only holy Son. And 
to top the gift of amazing love, we then receive the Holy Spirit, the Advocate, who brings us the 
truth that love and life are for all. Thank you, God, for all you have provided for each of us - 
these blessings we cannot even begin to count. Thank you, Messiah, for the love you have 
provided in the sacrifice of your life so that we may live. Thank you, Spirit, that you walk this 
journey with us, this journey we call life. In this life, we are under the holy protection of your 
essence forever and always. Amen.        

Hymn Poem 

 
*Used with special permission from Augsburg Fortress Publishing during the global pandemic 

Text by Rowland H. Pritchard 

 

Alleluia! Sing to Jesus 

 

Alleluia! Not as orphans 

Are we left in sorrow now; 

Alleluia! He is near us; 

Faith believes, nor questions how. 

Intercessor, friend of sinners, 

Earth’s redeemer, hear our plea 

Where the hearts forget his promise: 

“I am with you ever more.”? 

 

Alleluia! Bread of heaven,  

Here on earth our food, our stay; 

Alleluia! Here the sinful glee to you 

From day to day. 

Intercessor, friend of sinners, 

Earth’s redeemer, hear our pleas 

Where the songs of all the sinners 

Sweep across the crystal sea. 

 

 

Prayers of the People 

 

Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of God in all 
times and places in praying for the church, the world, and all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 



Abiding God, you have revealed yourself to us in the form of your Son, Jesus Christ. Embolden 
your church, as your followers, to reveal your love to everyone in our speaking and in our living. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
You are the creator of heaven and earth. Revitalize the health of oceans, rivers, lakes, springs, 
glaciers, and other bodies of water that give life to your creatures. Lord, in your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 
 
You call all people of the world your children. Judge the nations justly, show mercy to the 
oppressed, and speak truth to power through your prophets. Lord, in your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 
 
You come near to us when we are lost, and you hear our distress. We pray for those who suffer 
in any way, especially Sarah VanRaden, Bonnie Duggan, Jeanne Roen, Edna Mae Lewis, Judy - 
Curt Meyer’s sister, Doug Nordland - family/friend of Derek Miller, Rose – Lenora Scheer’s 
niece, Greg Turner, Fern Softing, Brandon - Victoria Savanh’s cousin, and all others who need 
our care. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Your commands are good and merciful. Give us courage to take hold of our baptismal promises 
to work for justice, advocate for the voiceless, and free the oppressed and imprisoned in body, 
mind, or spirit. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God of health and healing, may the prayers of the people strengthen all who are working 

tirelessly during this global pandemic. Accomplish healing through the work of doctors, 
nurses, physical therapists, nutritionists, and all who care for those who are ill and those who 
are facing death. With your love, wipe this virus from your world. Lord in your mercy, hear 

our prayer. 

 

Your commands are good and merciful. Give us courage to take hold of our baptismal promises 
to work for justice, advocate for the voiceless, and free the oppressed and imprisoned in body, 
mind, or spirit. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
You remain with us always, O God, and your kingdom has no end. We remember the saints who 
have gone before us (especially). Unite us forever in your final victory over death. Lord, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray into your 
eternal care; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Let us pray together the prayer that Jesus teaches us.  



Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed by thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we 

forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation and deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory. Forever and ever. Amen.  

 

Blessing and Sending 

May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead 
raise you to new life every day, fill you with hope, 
and turn your mourning into dancing. 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Christ is risen. Christ is beside us. Christ is with us, 
through the power of the Spirit. Go in peace.  
Thanks be to God.  
 

 

 

 

 


