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Service for Sunday, April 26, 2020 

 

Since many of you are unable to watch and hear today’s worship service, lessons, a 

short message, and prayers for this day are provided for your devotion. 
 

Greeting 

Today we walk with two disciples on the road to Emmaus. They are overcome with sadness, 

loss, and disappointment. They had hoped Jesus, who was crucified, would be the one to 

redeem Israel! Yet the risen Christ walks and they are not even aware of his presence. Then 

Christ opens their eyes in the breaking of the bread. Each Sunday our hearts burn within us 

as the scriptures are proclaimed and Christ appears to us when bread is broken and wine is 

poured. The story of Emmaus becomes the pattern of our worship each Lord’s day. 

May the grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.  

 

The Word 

The first reading today is from the 2nd Chapter of Acts. 

14aPeter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the crowd], 36“Therefore let 
the entire house of Israel know with certainty that God has made him both Lord and Messiah, 
this Jesus whom you crucified.” 
  37Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to the other 
apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?” 38Peter said to them, “Repent, and be baptized every 
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven; and you will receive 
the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39For the promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are far 
away, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to him.” 40And he testified with many other 
arguments and exhorted them, saying, “Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.” 41So 
those who welcomed his message were baptized, and that day about three thousand persons 
were added. (Acts 2:14a, 36-41) 

  

The Gospel’s colorful story of Jesus’ appearance to two disciples on the road to Emmaus 

answers the question of how Jesus is to be recognized among us. Here, he is revealed 

through the scriptures and in the breaking of bread. 

Today’s Gospel is from the 24th Chapter of John: Glory to You, O Lord. 

13Now on that same day [when Jesus had appeared to Mary 

Magdalene,] two [disciples] were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from 

Jerusalem, 14and talking with each other about all these things that had happened. 15While 

they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, 16but their 

eyes were kept from recognizing him. 17And he said to them, “What are you discussing with 

each other while you walk along?” They stood still, looking sad. 18Then one of them, whose 

name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not 
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know the things that have taken place there in these days?” 19He asked them, “What 

things?” They replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in 

deed and word before God and all the people, 20and how our chief priests and leaders 

handed him over to be condemned to death and crucified him. 21But we had hoped that he 

was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these 

things took place. 22Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were at the 

tomb early this morning, 23and when they did not find his body there, they came back and 

told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. 24Some of 

those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said; but they 

did not see him.” 25Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of heart 

to believe all that the prophets have declared! 26Was it not necessary that the Messiah 

should suffer these things and then enter into his glory?” 27Then beginning with Moses and 

all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scriptures. 

  28As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were 

going on. 29But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost evening 

and the day is now nearly over.” So he went in to stay with them. 30When he was at the 

table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. 31Then their eyes 

were opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished from their sight. 32They said to 

each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the road, 

while he was opening the scriptures to us?” 33That same hour they got up and returned to 

Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their companions gathered together. 34They were 

saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!” 35Then they told what 

had happened on the road, and how he had been made known to them in the breaking of 

the bread. (Luke 24:13-35 NRSV) 
 

The Word of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

The Message 

I have been out and about – probably not so much these days – but I’ve run into a good 

friend I haven’t seen for quite some time. My friend is with someone else. I’m introduced to 

this new person, Joshua, who seems vaguely familiar, but I can’t recall who this Joshua person 

is and where I’ve seen him before. But there is something, what I don’t know; something 

reminding me of someone, or some experience. 

So Joshua says, “Carol, it’s so good to see you again. It’s been such a long time.” It’s the 

sound of his voice, the wave of his hand. And instantly, I know who he is and where I’ve met 

him before. (And just a clue as to why the name Joshua is important for today’s message: in 

Hebrew, the name Jesus, or Yeshua, is the same name as Joshua). 

*********** 

It’s Sunday and the women have run from the tomb of the risen Lord. The disciples are 

in a state of wonder, disbelief, or maybe fear? But two disciples were walking on the road to 

Emmaus, about a seven-mile trek from Jerusalem. We don’t know why they are going to 

Emmaus. On the way they were talking about all they had seen and experienced, concerning 

the crucifixion of Jesus. It is likely they were trying to make sense of what seems outside of all 

human reason.  
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Then this stranger (Jesus) walks along beside them. And did you notice the next words? 

“their eyes were kept from recognizing him.” Were kept from seeing him. Did Jesus appear as a 

ghost, look different, had his voice changed? We don’t know. But what we do know, with all 

certainty, is that their eyes were blocked. They were prevented from knowing who this stranger 

was. 

Jesus, then asks them a question, “What are you two talking about?” The disciples are 

stunned, blown away, incredulous! “Who in this world doesn’t know what has been going on 

around Jerusalem? Are you crazy, man?” As they continue their travels, they explain to this 

stranger what has happened in Jerusalem during the last week. Everything, they tell him 

everything. (But still they don’t know who this stranger is.) 

There’s one thing they do know, though. It seems as if this stranger plans to continue on 

his journey. However, with a strong sense of hospitality, they invite this stranger into their 

home for a meal and rest. The table is set, and the meal is ready. And once again, Jesus turns 

custom upside down. Instead of the two disciples hosting the stranger, Jesus acts as host. It is 

here that the two men recognize Jesus as the risen Messiah…when Jesus breaks the bread and 

blesses it – just as it was at the Last Supper a little over a week ago. 

********** 

Eating. So much of what Jesus has done revolves around eating. What is of most 

interest here is not what he eats but who is sitting around the table with him - who Jesus shares 

his meals with: the lowliest of the low – tax collectors, prostitutes, the homeless, the hungry, 

the sick and the dying. (He eats with the wrong people; the powerful ones say.) But Jesus also 

eats with those who are the powerful.  

Without a doubt, that is the way it should be with us, too. We are to share hospitality 

with the lowest of the low, just as Jesus did. In fact, it is our responsibility to share love and 

hospitality, care and bread, with all - the poor and rich, the meek and the strong --- just as the 

Messiah has done! 

Today, things are so different than what we are typically used to. We have never 

experienced anything like this pandemic, and now is the time we need Jesus more than ever. 

We can be his hands and his feet, volunteering to do countless numbers of activities, making 

masks, handing out drive by school lunches, calling and chatting with the lonely, doing things 

even while staying in our own homes to prevent the spread of this virus. While we are creative, 

serving in new, good, and powerful ways, let us each remember that we are never alone. For 

the Messiah, the one who met the disciples on the road to Emmaus, meets us where we are. He 

loves us as we are. And walks with us no matter our journey.  

Remember my friends, whoever we meet, wherever we walk, we might not know it is 

Jesus who is with us. Open your eyes! We meet and know Jesus in every single person that 
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crosses our path, is in front of us, or is a world away. Jesus has been with us the whole time. 

Amen. 

 

Hymn 

I Am the Bread of Life 
Used with special permission from Augsburg Fortress Publishing during the global pandemic 

 

“I am the bread of life. 

You who come to me shall not hunger, 

And who believe in me shall not thirst. 

No one comes to me unless the Father beckons.” 

 

Yes, Lord I believe 

That you are the Christ, 

The Son of God 

Who have come into the world. 

 

“And I will raise you up, 

And I will raise you up, 

And I will raise you upon the last day.” 

 

Prayers of the People 

Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of God in all 
times and places in praying for the church, the world, and all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 

For those whose hearts are fervent with love for your gospel, that they are empowered to tell 
the story of your love in their lives and to show hospitality in response to this love. Lord, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
For the diverse natural world: for jungles, prairies, forests, valleys, mountains, and for all the 
wild and endangered animals who call these spaces home, that they are nurtured and 
protected. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
For broken systems we have inherited and that we continue to perpetuate, forgive us. Restrain 
the nations from fighting over limited resources. Redeem us from the cycles of scarcity and 
violence. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
For all who call upon your healing name, give rest. Stay with us, and walk with all those who are 
hungry, friendless, despairing, and desiring healing in body and spirit. Today we pray that your 
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healing hand gives Hazel Spiering, Kerri’s mother, the touch of health and your holiness, for you 
are the Great Physician. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
For those who are grieving, give comfort. Grant peace and assurance of the resurrection 
promise to the family of Robert Turner, as they mourn his death this past week. Lord, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
For those who are suffering from the COVID virus in any way, those who are sick, lonely, or feel 
confined, those who are overworked, those who have lost loved ones, give the comfort and 
care only you can provide. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Create in our hearts a yearning to rest in your promise of eternal and resurrected life. Give us 
thankful hearts for those who have died, even as we look forward to the hope of new life with 
you. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray into your 
eternal care; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Let us pray together the prayer that Jesus teaches us.  

Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed by thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we 

forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation and deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory. Forever and ever. Amen.  

 

Blessing and Sending 

May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead 
raise you to new life, fill you with hope, 
and turn your mourning into dancing. 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Christ is risen, just as he said. 
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 

 


