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Elim's Mission 
Statement 

  
"With faith in the 
Triune God, the 
family of Elim 

Lutheran Church 
proclaims the 

Gospel of Jesus 
Christ through 

word and 
sacraments.  In 
our life together 
as a Christian 

congregation, we 
provide a center 
for members and 

community to 
worship and pray; 
to meet and learn; 
to be welcomed, 
nourished, and 

strengthened; to 
rest and be 

comforted; to 
serve; and to go 
forth and witness 

to the world 
through the 

prayerful 
stewardship of our 

resources. 

2016 is a year a lot of people will be happy to have in the rear view mirror. In fact, 
as I scrolled through my Facebook page recently, I was struck by how common a 
theme that was—so much so that I even saw a video of the year portrayed as a 
horror film. 
 
I even noticed that this year, for some reason, I received just about as many 
Christmas cards as I always have, but precious few letters—far, far fewer than I 
ever had previously. Even though, on many levels personally, 2016 was a good 
year for my family and me, I seem to have caught that same zeitgeist. I still plan to 
write a letter to send to folks farther afield, but thus far, after several attempts to do 
so, I have come up empty. 
 
With so many glad to see this year end, it seems a fitting time to quit looking back 
and start looking forward, and one of the ways I do that every year is through New 
Year’s Resolutions.  I am a big believer in New Year’s Resolutions.  I think they 
are very much in keeping with who and what we are about as Christians--using the 
beginning of a New Year to have a clean slate, a fresh opportunity to start a new 
focus or to make a new commitment.   
 
Of course, as Christians, we don’t have to wait for New Year’s Day to make 
resolutions.  We can do it each day as we make confession to God of our sinful 
selves, and find ourselves born anew daily in the water of forgiveness—our sin 
washed away and ready to start the new day with a clean slate--with a fresh 
opportunity to serve God and others.  Yes, we have that opportunity daily as 
children of God, but it always seems that the New Year is an especially good day 
to start with a clean slate--no mark on the day, the month or the year--a whole 
bunch of clean unblemished days lie before us and it is good to make resolutions 
about how we want to live and who we want to be as children of God. 

 
As I began my reflection and thought about the kind of 
person I want to be in the New Year, especially in the 
aftermath of 2016, a specific Bible passage kept coming 
into my mind. In the conclusion to his first letter to the 
church at Corinth, Apostle Paul wrote “Keep alert, stand 
firm in your faith, be courageous, be strong. Let all that 
you do be done in love.” (1 Cor. 16:13-14) 
 
Paul was writing to a divided group of people. They were 
fighting about everything, insulting each other, acting like 
some people were better than others and basically 

destroying the body of Christ by ripping other members of it apart. He didn’t want 
them to ignore what was wrong—the needs of those who were forgotten, the call 
to reach out to those who felt abandoned, or the arrogance of those who co-opted 
to Word of the Lord to pursue their own agenda. He wanted them to be constantly 
vigilant and bravely focus on the healing, loving, inclusive message of our Lord. 
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But he also knew that the only way forward for them as a community was through love. Not with haughty 
superiority and malevolent spite. When our actions are driven by love, people will hear them and 
respond more positively then if they are driven by self-righteousness or an air of superiority or as one 
filled with disdain.  
 
There are a lot of people who enter this New Year filled with fear and trepidation and we hear elsewhere 
in Scripture that “perfect love casts out all fear.” (1 John 4:17). When we do whatever we do, standing up 
for the last, the lost and the least, advocating for those who voices may not be heard, standing with 
Jesus on the side of the poor and the oppressed, with love, then our voices and actions will truly reflect 
our Lord and provide the healing our nation, and our world, so desperately needs. Alert, aware, bold, but 
loving. 
 
As I move into this New Year, I want to be a person who seeks to embody this verse from Corinthians. I 
want it embedded in my mind, in my conversations, in my relationships and I want to see how it affects 
me as I interact with others. Just imagine the life-giving energy it could produce and how great it would 
be for relationships as we ask God to transform our hearts, our community, our nation and our world. To 
be bold, to be courageous, and to do it all with love. 
 
I know I won’t always do it perfectly--which is why I am glad that I am given a clean slate daily--but what 
a difference it would make if I could do it more often than not.  Drive forward in love. And what a 
difference it would make to the world if each of us did the same. So I invite you to join me this year in 
taking on this New Year’s Resolution, as we seek to be life giving people of peace, motivated always by 
love. 
 
Peace,  Pastor Paula         

 

 
 
 

The Big Story  

January Worship Focus 

 

January 1, 2017 - First Sunday of Christmas 
We will focus on the story of the “holy innocents” who suffered at the hands of Herod.  The birth of Christ 
does not remove the poser of evil from our world, but its light gives us hope as we walk with all who 
suffer unjustly. 
 

January 8, 2017 - Baptism of our Lord 
We will remember the Baptism of Jesus, we will renew our own baptism, and embrace the mission to 
proclaim the Good News to all who are opposed or in need of God’s healing. 
 

January 15, 2017 - Second Sunday after Epiphany 
Jesus is called the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.  What does that mean for us as 
ones who are sinful and yet are redeemed and how does that affect how we are called to live? 
 

January 22, 2017 - Third Sunday after Epiphany 
Jesus begins his public ministry by calling fishers to leave their nets and follow him.  We have been 
“caught” in the net of God’s grace and mercy and are also sent out to share it with others. 
 

January 29, 2017 - Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 
What does God require?  To do justice, love kindness, and to talk humbly with God.  The lesson from 
Micah reminds us of the call to live out this and the Beatitudes remind us that we are blessed when we 
do. 
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Nurse Notes  

Submitted by Sandi Kimmet BSN, RN,FCN 
 

If you make a meal for 1 or 2, then making a meal in a bowl can be easy and inexpensive to 
do and for families this can be something quick and easy to prepare.  You probably have the 
ingredients already on hand. Be sure to check the size of the bowl you plan to use for each 
person.  Some may be too small.  Should be able to hold  1.5 cups about.  Layer the items into 
the  bowl, then mix as desired.  Let's begin..... 
1.  Choose one GRAIN.    1/2 cup per bowl.   Ideas include:  brown rice, white rice, quinoa, wild rice, 
couscous, grits, oatmeal, pasta.   Quick Tip:  freeze leftover grains made and serve another time. 
2.  Choose one or more VEGGIES:    1/2 cup.   Use some color such as chopped or diced peppers, 
purple onions, spinach, carrots, tomatoes, zucchini, green onion, beets, mushrooms,  there are so 
many options!  This will add flavor, fiber, is low in calories and is filling.  Quick Tip:  If buying in cans 
instead of fresh look for "low sodium" or "no salt added". 
3.  Choose one or more FRUIT (if desired):  1/2 cup.  Brighten the bowl with strawberries, blueberries, 
pineapple, apples, banana, peach, mandarin orange; again, there are so many choices.  Do you have 
any fruit in the freezer that has been there awhile and needs to be used?   Quick Tip:  leave the skin on 
some of the fruits and increase the fiber and nutrients.    
4.  Choose one PROTEIN:  1/4-1/2 c (2-4 oz).   Fully cooked poultry, lean ground beef, lean ham, black 
beans, tofu or your choice.   Quick Tip:   trim the visible fat away before cooking.  Freeze in small 
amounts and have ready for next time. 
5.   Choose one or more SAUCE/SPICE:  1/4 to 1/2 cup.  teriyaki, sweet and sour sauce, taco sauce, 
salsa, marinara sauce, cheese sauce (velveeta works well), salt, pepper, chili powder, cinnamon, sugar, 
butter or margarine,  onion and any other you may like. 
 
Examples: 
Hawaiian Ham Bowl 
Grain:   rice.    
Veggie/Fruit:  red pepper, pineapple, steamed spinach, broccoli   
Protein:    lean ham 
Sauce:     sesame ginger dressing, juice from an orange or pineapple salsa 
 
Italian Rice Bowl 
Grain:   white rice 
Veggie/Fruit:   carrots, mushroom, red pepper, green onion 
Protein:    turkey sausage 
Sauce:    Marinara 
 
Breakfast Bowl 
Grain:    granola or oatmeal 
Veggie/Fruit:  peach, berries, banana, apple or raisins 
Protein:   almonds or walnuts 
Sauce:     cinnamon, orange zest, dollop of Greek yogurt 
 
Mexican Fiesta Bowl 
Grain:   pasta or couscous or tortilla chips 
Veggie/Fruit:   tomato, onion, corn, avocado, black bean 
Protein:    ground beef or chicken with salsa added, black beans 
Sauce:    shredded cheese, sour cream, taco sauce or salsa 
 
Warm as needed.   Have a salad or fruit bowl on the side. Enjoy! 
(Faith Communities Alive, NDSU Extension, 2016) 
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USHERS/GREETERS  
January 1 Scott Johnson, LaVonne Black 
January 8 Jim Wolslegel, Barb Rising 
January 15 Dorothy Heieie, Jardy Wasmoen 
January 22 Rob Scheer, Shirley Slusher 
January 29  Rob Scheer, Scott Johnson 
 
LAYREADERS  
January 1 Tim Johnson 
January 8 Frank Anderson 
January 15 Cindy Wolslegel 
January 22 Josh Johnson 
January 29 Lenora Scheer 
 
COMMUNION ASSISTANTS 
January 1 Sandi Kimmet, Ben Lynch 
January 8 Curt Meyer, Royce Black 
 
FLOWERS 
January 1 Frank Anderson 
January 8 Darrell Johnson 
January 15 Open 
January 22 Open 
January 29 Open 
 
MISSIONARY SUPPORT 
January 1 Open 
January 8 Open 
January 15 Open 
January 22 Open 
January 29  Open 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

USHERS/GREETERS  
February 5 Tim Johnson, John Lindstrom 
February 12 Tim Johnson, John Lindstrom 
February 19 Rob Scheer, Roy/LaVonne Black 
February 26 Rob Scheer, Roy/LaVonne Black 
 
LAYREADERS 
February 5 Betty LIndstrom 
February 12 Karen Lind 
February 19 Lenora Scheer 
February 26 Derek Miller 
 
COMMUNION ASSISTANTS 
February 5 Open  
February 12 Open 
 
FLOWERS 
February 5 Open 
February 12 Frank Anderson 
February 19 Open 
February 26 Open 
 
MISSIONARY SUPPORT 
February 5 Open 
February 12 Open 
February 19 Open 
February 26 Open 

Serving at  January and February Services    

Would you like to provide Altar Flowers in honor or memory of a loved one?  Even 
though potted plants are now placed on the Altar, this does not mean there cannot 
be cut flowers given in a person’s honor or memory.  If anyone wishes to give 
flowers on any given Sunday, simply contact the church office with your request 
and Connie will place your order. Dalbol Flowers and Gifts allows Elim to chose the 
bouquet colors and purchase both Altar bouquets for around $26.00. If providing 
flowers for the Altar, Elim office will order the flower color(s) you request.   

Are you willing to be a Lay Reader or Usher?  If so, please call LaVonne  Black at (701) 232-3029 
to sign up!  

Would you like to provide Missionary Support?  Every Sunday is open for Missionary Support, 
which is $25.00 and can be given in honor of or in memory of a loved one.  If you would like to 
help with this ministry,  please contact the Elim office.  
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January Birthdays 

01/02 Gwen Pitsenbarger 
01/04 Jacob Verghis 
 Ben Davies 
01/05 Gregory Nelson 
01/09 Alora Schulz 
01/17 Andrea Dick 
 Dylan Schmidt 
01/18 Erica Jensen 
01/21 Jacob Thompson 
01/24 Donna Turner 
 Tricia Andring 
 Danielle Buchanan 
01/28 Marlys Simenson 
01/29 Sandi Kimmet 

 
January Choir and        
Choir  Rehearsals 

 
January 1  No choir 
January 4 No choir rehearsal 
January 11 Choir rehearsal, 7:15 
January 18 Choir rehearsal, 7:15 
January 25 Choir rehearsal, 7:15 

Memorials 

No memorials                  
in December 

December Baptisms,  Funerals, 

Membership Transfers In  

Membership Transfers Out 

 

Baptisms 
 
 

None 
 
 

Funerals 
 
 

None 
 
 

Membership Transfers 
in to Elim 

 
 None 

Membership        
Transfers out of Elim 

  
None 

 

Thank you to everyone who purchased a beautiful poinsettia this Christmas season in 
honor or in memory of a loved one.  You helped make the Sanctuary so lovely!  A big 
Thank You to the volunteers to helped deliver poinsettas after Christmas! 
 
A BIG thank you to all the volunteers and everyone who gave their time and talents to 

make our week of hosting Sheltering Churches so easy.  If it weren’t for people like you, we wouldn’t 
be able to share our church for this most needed mission.  You are so important! 
 
Thank you, Elim family, for all your comfort and support and being there for my Confirmation day.  It 
meant a lot to me to have all of you there for my special day.  Thank you for the cards and gifts.     

Derek Miller 

 

Thank you to Pastor Paula and everyone who brought food for the potluck for Derek.  Thanks to the 

servers and all the helpers for making it a special day for us.  God Bless you all!  Adeline Geist 

 

No words have I to express my thankfulness and love to all my Elim family and friends (angels, also), 
and for all the rides, prayers, cards, visits, even my birthday celebration, that I have been blessed with.  

Fern Softing 

 

Dearest Brothers & Sisters in Christ, I cannot begin to convey how very much your support of the Wa-
ters of Grace ministries means to all of us!  The generosity within your Legacy gift for us is truly over-
whelming and humbling.  From the bottom of our grateful hearts, thank you for your love, prayers, and 
financial support...and congratulations on 125 years of ministering to the people.  Blessings on the next 

125, too!!!  Gratefully, Pr. Laurie & all us at Waters of Grace Lutheran Church, Frazee, 

MN 
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Elim Lutheran Church Council 

December 13, 2016, Minutes 
 

Meeting Called By: Ben Lynch, President, at 6:10 p.m. 
Prayers and Devotion:  Pastor Paula Mehmel 
Recorder:  Tricia Andring 
 
Opening Prayer and Devotions 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
Pastor’s Report - 
 Working with staff to get job descriptions written up and 

refocusing positions 
 Same sex marriage temperature taking at annual meeting 
Treasurer’s Report (enclosed)  
Nurse’s Report (enclosed) 
No other reports 
 
PRIOR BUSINESS 
 Congregational Meeting for Furnace Funds Reschedule - will be added to annual meeting agenda.  

Ben motioned to pay for the full cost of the furnace and at annual meeting have vote to use frunds 
from general budget, Eston second.  Motion carries. 

 Parish Relations Committee - suggested changing this committee in the constitution to a mutual 
ministry committee 

 Call Committee Update - ELCA shut down call process from December 15 - January 16 due to an 
update to the system nationwide 

 Update on folding machine; telephone, website, Internet exploration - can’t do any change to an 
Internet provider as the ground is frozen and no one can run line to us until the ground thaws.  Web 
site working on being rolled over to new site. 

 Membership Update - updated membership roster to bring to annual meeting.  Kimberly motioned to 
accept list, Ben second.  Motion carries. 

 Update Constitution - blanket approval of constitutional changes.  See attached.  By-laws 10.01.01 - 
recommend to change St. Lukes to Sanford.  Tricia motioned to accept changes, Royce second.  
Motion carries. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
 Duplicate of Orange Master Key - Curt to make more 
 Budget - done.  Suggested we have a block of money aside for fire alarms that connect to fire 

department directly.  (Fund from Lorena Graf?) 
 New Laptop - Sandi’s laptop died, it was a hand-me-down.  Laptop or tablet would be fine.  Rick 

Andring may be able to find something for her - Tricia will talk with him. 
 Annual Report Deadline:  December 30, 2016 
 * Witness Committee - Ryan and Victoria on Committee (Service and Worship combined) 
 * No Bethany report - Darrel was sick and no one took over. 
 Kitchen Certification/Kitchen Cleaning Responsibilities - do we want to do recertification?  Will 

look into after annual meeting.  Have rotating schedule between the 3 churches for cleaning 
responsibilities.  Currently not really being taken care of.  Create list of items needed to be addressed. 

 Annual Meeting Agenda - Ben and Pastor Paula to go over 
 

Open Discussion 
 
NEXT COUNCIL MEETING:  January 10, 2016, 6:00 p.m. 
 

Attendees - 
Pastor Paula Mehmel, Interim Pastor 
Ben Lynch, President 
Cindy Wolslegel, Vice-President 
Tricia Andring, Secretary 
Ryan Nagel, Witness 
Royce Black, Property 
Eston Calixte, Property 
Victoria Savanh, Witness 
Kimberly Kemppanion, Worship & Music 
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Communion Assistants: January 1 - Ben Lynch 
    January 8 - Royce Black 
 
Council closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
Council adjourned at 7:50 p.m. by President Ben Lynch 
Submitted by:  Tricia Andring, Secretary 
 
 

Treasurer’s Report, November, 2016 
By John Lindstrom 

 The checking account balance is $2,026.24.  The balance at the beginning of the year was 
$11,423.38.  General Account Fund balance is now - $33,630.30.  Last month, the General Account 
Fund balance was $ 29,726.82.  The current prior debt is $55,186.83 as is comprised of payables to 
various dedicated funds. 

Income and Expense (11/12 or 91.7% through the year) 
 Monthly pledge income was under budget (budget $10,000 vs. $8,036.67) 
 Monthly total income was under budget (budget $14,305.23 vs. $12,690.89) 
 YTD pledge income is at 78.9% of the budget $120,000 
 YTD total income is at 77.3% of the budget $171,663.33 
 Received $100 for Missionary Support for a YTD total cost of $500 
 Monthly expenses were over budget (budget $15,134.69 vs. $16,594.37) 
 YTD expenses are at 91.6% of the budget $181,617.55 
 The utility bill for the month was $710.57  Paid $2,848.50 for semi-annual property insurance and 

$782.04 for quarterly copier lease from the general fund.  Paid an additional $14,668.05 to finish the 
roof repair, $597 for bathroom faucets and $4,517.50 for heating system repair.  These expenditures 
were made from various designated funds. 

 
 

LIBRARY LINGO - 
 
New DVDs - Thank you to Jennifer, Les, Nelson, and Allison Rheault, and 
Charles Nelson for the generous gift of the following DVDs given to the Sunday 
School children in loving memory of Tommy Nelson. 
 
Finding Dory:  From the Academy Award winning creators of Finding Nemo comes an epic 
undersea adventure filled with imagination, humor, and heart.  When Dory, the forgetful blue tang, 
suddenly remembers she has a family who may be looking for her, she, Marlin, and Nemo take off on a 
life-changing quest to find them...with help from Hank, a cantankerous octopus; Baily, a beluga whale 
who’s convinced his biological sonar skills are on the fritz; and Destiny, a nearsighted whale shark! 
 
The Boxtrolls:  A magical family adventure about heroes of all shapes and sizes.  Quirky, 
mischievous and good-hearted, these box-wearing creatures have lovingly raised a human boy named 
Eggs in a charming cavern below the bustling streets of Cheesebridge.  But when evil Archibald Snatcher 
decides to capture the lovable misfits, it’s up to Eggs and his feisty young friend, Winnie, to save the 
Boxtrolls. 
 
Ice Age:  Collision Course:  Your favorite Ice Age heroes are back and cooler than ever in this 
animated adventure that’s mammoth-sized fun for the whole family.  Scrat’s epic pursuit of the elusive 
acorn catapults him into the universe, where he accidentally triggers a series of cosmic events that 
threaten the Ice Age world.  Now the entire herd must work together on a hilarious journey, filled with 
nonstop action and colorful new characters, in order to survive the global Scrat-tastrophe. 
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Library Lingo (continued) 

  

NEW ADULT BOOKS - 
 
90 Minutes in Heaven  by Don Piper:   
As he is driving home from a minister's conference, Baptist minister Don Piper collides with a semi-truck 
that crosses into his lane. He is pronounced dead at the scene. For the next 90 minutes, Piper 
experiences heaven where he is greeted by those who had influenced him spiritually. He hears beautiful 
music and feels true peace. Back on earth, a passing minister who had also been at the conference is led 
to pray for Don even though he knows the man is dead. Piper miraculously comes back to life and the 
bliss of heaven is replaced by a long and painful recovery. For years Piper kept his heavenly experience 
to himself. Finally, however, friends and family convinced him to share his remarkable story. 
 
Bonhoeffer: Pastor,Martyr, Prophet, Spy  by Eric Metaxas:   
As Adolf Hitler and the Nazis seduced a nation, bullied a continent, and attempted to exterminate the 
Jews of Europe, a small number of dissidents and saboteurs worked to dismantle the Third Reich from 
the inside. One of these was Dietrich Bonhoeffer—a pastor and author. In this New York Times best-
selling biography, Eric Metaxas takes both strands of Bonhoeffer’s life—the theologian and the spy—and 
draws them together to tell a searing story of incredible moral courage in the face of monstrous evil. 
Metaxas presents the fullest accounting of Bonhoeffer’s heart-wrenching decision to leave the safe haven 
of America to return to Hitler’s Germany, and sheds new light on Bonhoeffer’s involvement in the famous 
Valkyrie plot and in “Operation 7,” the effort to smuggle Jews into neutral Switzerland. In a deeply moving 
narrative, Metaxas uses previously unavailable documents, including personal letters, detailed journal 
entries, and firsthand personal accounts, to reveal dimensions of Bonhoeffer's life and theology never 
before seen. 
 
A Witness: The Haiti Earthquake, a Song,  Death and Resurrection  by Renee Splichal Larson:   
This book is written by a North Dakota author. She vividly shares the survival of a devastating earthquake 
in Haiti in 2010. As you read the factual experiences she shares, you will feel her grief and love. Her faith 
in a loving God was shaken and her spiritual journey was difficult; but after years of healing and 
experiencing God’s love, this 27 year old widow proclaims that in Christ love and life conquers death. 
Today Renee is a pastor in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. She presently serves as a pastor 
at Heart River Lutheran Church in Mandan. 
 
NEW DVDs - 
 
90 Minutes in Heaven:   Based on a true account and the best-selling book comes this feature film 
adaptation. During the 90 minutes he is declared dead after a traffic accident, Don Piper experiences 
love, joy and life like he’s never known. But when he finally wakes in the hospital, Heaven’s bliss is 
replaced by excruciating pain and emotional turmoil. With the support of his family and community, Don 
clings to his faith and fights to recover the life he’s lost. It’s an emotional and inspiring story of 
perseverance that will bring hope and encouragement to all who see it. 
 
Enchanted:  A fairy tale comes to life in this thoroughly original Disney classic. It ’s the ultimate fish-
out-of-water adventure. For princess-to-be Giselle, life is a fairy tale until she’s banished from the 
animated land of Andalasia and thrust into the very unmagical, live-action world of modern-day 
Manhattan. When a cynical, no-nonsense divorce lawyer comes to her aid, little does he realize this joyful 
wide-eyed innocent is about to enchant him. 
 
Hachi: A Dog’s Tale: Based on one of the most treasured and heartwarming true stories ever told 
about Professor Parker Wilson, a distinguished scholar who discovers a lost Akita puppy on his way home 
from work. Despite initial objections from his wife, Hachi endears himself into the family and grows to be 
Parker’s loyal companion. As their bond grows deeper, a beautiful friendship unfolds embodying the true 
spirit of family and loyalty, while inspiring the hearts of an entire town. 
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Library Lingo (continued) 

 
Ice Age: The Meltdown:  Your favorite sub-zero heroes are back for another incredible animated 
adventure in the super-cool sequel to the global hit comedy Ice Age. The action heats up and so does 
the temperature for Manny, Sid, Diego and Scrat. Trying to escape the valley to avoid a flood of trou-
ble, the comical creatures embark on a hilarious journey across the thawing landscape and meet Ellie, 
a female woolly mammoth who melts Manny’s heart. 
 
The Chronicles of Narnia: The Voyage of the Dawn Treader:  Return to the magic and wonder of 
C.S. Lewis’ epic work in this third installment of the beloved fantasy adventure series. When Lucy and 
Edmund Pevensie, along with their cousin Eustace, are swallowed into a painting and transported back 
to Narnia, they join King Caspian and a noble mouse aboard the magnificent ship The Dawn Treader. 
The courageous voyagers travel to mysterious islands, confront mystical creatures, and reunite with 
the Great Lion Asian on a mission that will determine the fate of Narnia itself. (The Elim Library has the 
first two DVDs.) 
 
Coat of Many Colors:   Experience the magic and warmth of the inspiring true story of living leg-
end Dolly Parton's remarkable upbringing in the Tennessee Great Smokey Mountains in 1955. This 
story takes place inside the tight-knit Parton family as they struggle to overcome devastating tragedy 
and discover the healing power of love, faith and a raggedy patchwork coat - vividly described in the 
well-known song of the film's title - that helped make Parton who she is today.  
 
Christmas Oranges:  Share a slice of Christmas sweetened with friendship in this poignant 
Christmas story based on a classic holiday tale. In a town not so far away and a time not so long ago, 
baby Rose was left at Greenwoods Orphanage, where Mrs. Hartley and the children under her care 
become the young child's family. But when tragedy strikes, Rose loses the only home she has ever 
known and is abruptly shipped to Irongates a place that seems as cold and cruel as her previous home 
was kind. The strict headmaster immediately seems to dislike her. When she learns that every Christ-
mas Mr. Crampton's generous brother gives an orange to each child, Rose waits in eager anticipation. 
However, on Christmas morning, Rose is devastated when she learns Mr. Crampton is punishing her 
again. But Christmas is a time of miracles.  
 
The Jungle Book: In an epic Disney adventure, Mowgli, a man-cub raised in the jungle by a family 
of wolves, embarks on a captivating journey of self-discovery when he's forced to abandon the only 
home he's ever known. It features an all-star voice cast including Bill Murray, Ben Kingsley and Scarlett 
Johansson. 
 
The Last Straw:  It's Christmas break at the McDonald house, but silent nights and days are no-
where to be found. With the children's constant bickering, pretty packages and a sweet-smelling tree 
don't come close to filling the McDonald home with the true spirit of the first Christmas. Then Mom re-
members an old tradition of building a soft bed for Baby Jesus one straw at a time. Each time someone 
secretly does something nice for another family member, he or she gets to add a single straw to the 
manger. Soon the children's quarreling and negative feelings subside and the homemade crib is over-
flowing. But for one family member, a required act of kindness becomes more that he can take. In-
spired by a true story and filled with both heart and humor, "The Last Straw" may forever change the 
way your family celebrates Christmas. 
 
Zootopia:  From Walt Disney Animation Studios comes a comedy-adventure set in the modern 
mammal metropolis of Zootopia. Determined to prove herself, Officer Judy Hopps, the first bunny on 
Zootopia's police force, jumps at the chance to crack her first case -- even if it means partnering with 
scam-artist fox Nick Wilde to solve the mystery. Enjoy this hilarious adventure full of action and heart. 
It's big fun for all shapes and species! 
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Library Lingo (continued) 

 
NEW CHILDREN’S BOOKS - 
 
Samson’s Gift by Ellen Jean Diederich 
This delightful book tells the story of Samson, an orphaned lamb who is raised by Tedra, the Shep-
herd’s daughter. The story is ‘told’ by Samson and relates to him growing up and what happens one 
very special night when he and Tedra meet three wise men who are following a star. Terda and Sam-
son join them, finding a newborn baby lying in a manger full of straw. Samson volunteers his fleece to 
protect the precious child. The book is beautifully illustrated throughout by a local artist and author, and 
it would be a great story to use with children of all ages at Christmas time.  
 
God’s Little Zoo board books written by Cathy Drinkwater Better and illustrated by Gillian Rob-
erts: 
 I Didn’t Mean To Do It 
 I Made a Mess 
 It’s Fun to Share 
 Thinking of Others 
 
Just a reminder that we have a number of easy reading short novels with Christmas themes in case 
you are looking for a way to relax during the holidays.  
 

Please stop by to “check them out”,       Marie Lindstrom   

 
* some summaries provided by the book/DVD covers and amazon.com 
 
 

 
NOTE:  Pastor Paula will be out of the office from January 23 to February 7. 
 

 
 
Sarah Circle meeting on Monday, January 9, at 10:00 a.m. at Sons of Norway. 
 
 

 
Theology Pub Night will be held on Tuesday, January 17, at 7:00 p.m. at The    
Boiler Room. 
 

 
 
Elizabeth Circle meeting on Wednesday, January 18, at 10:00 a.m. at Sons of Norway.  Hel-
en Stevenson will be Study Leader. 
 

 
 
 

Elim Office Hours –  
     8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. - Tuesday 
     8:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. - Wednesday thru  
  Friday  

St. Mark’s Office Hours –  
     9:30 – 4:00 - Tuesday – Friday 
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Since you asked………… 

 
Can you explain a bit about the congregational meeting where we didn’t have quorum 
and what we will do about rescheduling?  On December 11, we had a congregational 
meeting where we did not have quorum.  In fact, two members of the executive committee 
were not present because of illness.  Tricia Andring chaired the meeting, as was appropriate, since she 
is the elected Council Secretary and on the Executive Committee the role of chair moves through offic-
ers per Roberts Rules of Order.  We could not have the meeting without quorum as the vote would 
have been invalid.  The meeting itself was not required by the Council, because there are designated 
funds that are available to pay for the work on the furnace, but it was desirable to have it as a matter of 
good policy, so that everyone was aware of the situation.  (Essentially, we fixed our furnace for about 
$4,000, but another process was required that could run up to $7,000 that will clean the existing sys-
tem.  It is essential to do this to preserve the furnace and make it run efficiently - otherwise it is like 
changing the oil but not the filter, or vice versa.)  Because it is unlikely that we will have quorum prior to 
the annual meeting, the matter will be tabled until then, at which point the congregation will be informed 
of the situation and if the congregation desires, it can vote on the allocation of the funds.  As I said, be-
cause there were already funds available and this could be seen as a covered expense by those funds, 
it wasn’t imperative but I am a firm believer in transparency and advised the Council to be as transpar-
ent as possible by having the meeting.  Given the immediacy of the need (furnaces are kind of im-
portant), they moved forward the process to approve the work at the last Council meeting, as is allowa-
ble. 
 
An issue raised by this lack of quorum will be addressed at the annual meeting, where the Council ap-
proved an amendment to our constitution to change our quorum to 25 people or 20% of the active 
membership, whichever is less.  While it takes a vote at two consecutive congregational meetings to 
put the amendment in place, the Council will also introduce a Standing Resolution to amend the quor-
um to 25 immediately.  If that Standing Resolution is passed without opposition, it can become the or-
ders of the day until the amendment is enacted, which would effectively change the quorum to 25 mov-
ing forward. 
 
 
 
Since I Know Someone is Going to Ask…. Why are we singing Christmas Carols during Com-
munion?  There is always an on-going debate in churches over Christmas carols.  Some people 
want to hold fast to only singing Advent Hymns during the season of Advent, while others wonder why 
the time for Christmas carols is so short. Over the years, I have worked out what I believe is a good 
compromise—I try to use Advent hymns, which are so beautiful, during worship in Advent—with the 
exception being the last Sunday of Advent, when the texts lend themselves to Christmas carols. How-
ever, singing carols during Communion is absolutely appropriate, since they speak of Christ coming 
and being present, and Christ is never more present than in the bread and wine. I will be using some 
Christmas carols during Advent Wednesday Worship as well, as the texts there will also make that ap-
propriate. I believe this option provides a win/win for everyone as we deal with liturgical issues, and I 
am always about win/win situations. 
 
 
 
What is the plan at the annual meeting with regard to Elim’s wedding policy?  Last year at the 
annual meeting, the discussion about whether the pastor at Elim can perform same sex marriages in 
the sanctuary as a representative of Elim was tabled. (The pastor at that time had been doing same 
sex marriages in other locations, which is common and accepted practice.) This year at the annual 
meeting, I (Pastor Paula) will begin the process of guiding the congregation as you discern what the 
church position on this matter is. This is very important to do as any pastor coming to serve at Elim 
needs to know in advance what the policy is or what the congregation is thinking. 
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Since you asked…………(continued) 

 
The first step in this process will take place at the meeting. What we are going to do is take a “shy Luther-
an ballot” to essentially take the congregation’s temperature and see what people are thinking. Members 
of Elim at the meeting will be asked to put a number between 1 and 6 on a sheet of paper, indicating 
where they stand on the topic of same sex marriages in the sanctuary sanctioned by Elim. 1 means com-
pletely opposed and 6 means completely in favor.  A 3 or 4 means “while I may not support/oppose it per-
sonally, I recognize we are a diverse congregation and I can live with whatever we decide, because the 
unity of the church is more important than my opinion on this matter.” This is not a vote and results will 
not be given in vote form. It is never helpful to have votes on this kind of issue because that makes it 
even more divisive and destructive. However, if it is apparent that there is a general consensus based on 
the ballots, which I will examine, that will make the way forward clear. For example, if 50 people vote and 
five mark 1, and twenty-five mark 3 or 4 and twenty mark 6, it is obvious that the consensus is to have 
sanctioned same sex marriages in the sanctuary. Conversely, if twenty mark 1, twenty-five 3 or 4, and 
five mark 6, then the conversation about having them in the sanctuary ceases for now, as there isn’t sup-
port for it. If either of these scenarios play out, I will announce that there is a consensus and what it is. I 
won’t announce “the vote” but will have the ballots available if anyone wants to verify it after the meet-
ing—without having a formal count announced. 
 
If there is not consensus, I will begin holding a series of Bible Studies or discussions to help people un-
derstand the issues surrounding same sex marriage to facilitate mutual understanding. If there is consen-
sus, we will likely have similar discussions available for the same reason. There will not be any discus-
sion or debate at the annual meeting about the subject. Experience has shown that this is never helpful 
and only hurtful to congregational unity to hold these discussions outside of the realm of a Scripture 
Study. Minds are rarely changed and feelings are often hurt.  We will not debate or discuss the issue of 
homosexuality.  The ELCA in 2009 determined that our denomination ordains members of the GLBTQ 
community and that within our denomination people can oppose that due to their bound conscience, but 
that they need to accept that we are a denomination that welcomes and includes all of God’s children and 
affirms who each of us is as God created us.  
 
The purpose of this “shy Lutheran ballot” is not to engage in a debate or discussion. It is simply to find out 
what people are thinking and make a plan to move forward based on that information.  The truth is, a lot 
of people make a lot of assumptions about what other people are thinking and this is a simple way to 
move beyond assumptions. 
 
There are two reasons knowing where we are as a congregation is important, beyond the policy itself.  
One is, as I mentioned, to be clear with a new pastor as it will impact who will be open to exploring the 
call.  The second is because Elim will be engaging in a directed advertising campaign in the next year, 
lifting up the wonderful qualities of a “small church with a big heart” in the city and many people who are 
exploring congregations will want to know where the church stands on this issue. Who and how people 
are targeted and what means we use to advertise will be determined by where the congregation stands. 
 
The process will be quick—I will re-explain what I have written here, pass out the shy Lutheran ballots, 
and then examine them and announce if we have consensus or not, and if not, the plans to move for-
ward.  I will be firm that there will be no discussion in this context, in the interest of the health of the con-
gregation and honoring each other.  But once we have an idea where the congregation stands, there will 
be opportunity, in a spiritual and respectful venue, to discuss this. 
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Since you asked…………(continued) 

 
Why are we not renewing our kitchen certification?   I recommended to the Church Council that 
we do not renew our kitchen certification because I am firm believer that it is never a good idea to have 
something like that if it isn’t absolutely necessary.  I spoke with the city coordinator for kitchen health li-
censing after the bill for $150 came and she confirmed my feelings about kitchen certification.  The only 
reason any church is ever required to have a license is if they are renting their church out for financial 
gain—such as a senior meal service or as a kitchen for a bakery, etc. We are allowed to have meals as 
we do and the occasional church dinner/free will offering soup and sandwich meal, etc. as long as it is 
not a permanent or regular commercial venture.  In fact, we open ourselves up to an increased liability if 
we do have it licensed because then it would be easier to sue us if something were to happen at a church 
event precisely because we are licensed.  The city coordinator said very very few churches have this in 
place and she strongly suggested that we do not renew our license this year and save ourselves the 
$150. In speaking to Sandi Kimmet, the Faith Community Nurse, she informed me that the idea came 
from Pastor Sue, who had had hopes of the kitchen being used by groups who would pay for use.  How-
ever, given the change of pastors and the fact that no groups are currently using it for that purpose, it 
makes sense to let it lapse. If there is ever an opportunity to use it for such purposes, we can renew it at 
that time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BIRTH KITS FOR SUDANESE REFUGEE CAMPS IN UGANDA 
 
On January 23, Pastor Paula will be travelling to a refugee camp in Ugan-
da, focusing on work with women and trauma healing. Since she travels 
light, she wants to fill her suitcases with birth kits for women in the camps, 
who need to provide their own kits when they go to the hospitals. If you 
would like to support her in this mission and provide a birth kit, here is a list 
of items needed. 
 
Those who would like to participate in this ministry to the people in the 
Ugandan Refugee Camps are asked to provide items that will be placed 
into "birth kits" to help a pregnant woman in this impoverished camp have a 
healthy birthing experience. Approximate costs are given in parentheses just for reference-you may find 
them cheaper. 
 
Nail brush ($2.70)  
Small bottle of hand sanitizer ($1.25) 
Hand Towel ($2.00)  
One shoe lace ($1.00) 
Two 4"x4" Sterile gauze pads, still in the wrapper (These are sold in packs of 10 for about $5) 
One single-edge razor blade or retractable knife. 
Small flash light ($3-$4) 
 
You may also include a small donation ($10) to be included in each birth kit. What we heard from the 
women in the camps and confirmed when we were at the health facilities is that they frequently do not 
have needed supplies such as antibiotics, IV fluids or tubing, syringes, Tylenol, etc. and they send the 
family out to the pharmacy to get them. We will ensure that the money is kept and distributed as needed 
to the women. 
 
As we celebrate the infant Jesus, it seems appropriate to think of babies who are still born in similar cir-
cumstances and to give concrete help to them, as we wish we could have to Jesus. 
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Elim Master Calendar 

January, 2017 

January 1 – Sunday 
 St. Mark’s Coffee Hour – 9:30 a.m. in the Large Fellowship Hall 
 Elim Worship and Communion Service – 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary  
 Elim Coffee Hour – 10:30 a.m. in the Large Fellowship Hall  
 St. Mark’s Worship Service – 11:00 a.m.in the Sanctuary 
 First Sudanese Worship Service – 1:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary 
 
January 2 – Monday 
 St. Mark’s Church Council meeting – 6:00 p.m. 
 
January 3 - Tuesday 
 Happy Hour – Noon 
   
January 4 – Wednesday 
 Living Sober – 5:30 in the Small Fellowship Hall 
 No Elim choir rehearsal – choir to come to worship at 9:00 Sunday morning for practice 
 
January 5 - Thursday 
 Elim Staff meeting – 11:00 a.m. 
 
January 6 - Friday 
 
January 7 – Saturday 
 Education & Community Time, Sudanese Lutheran Church – 1:30 p.m. 
 
January 8 – Sunday 
 St. Mark’s Coffee Hour – 9:30 a.m. in the Large Fellowship Hall 
 Elim Worship and Communion Service – 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary  
 Elim Coffee Hour – 10:30 a.m. in the Large Fellowship Hall  
 St. Mark’s Worship Service – 11:00 a.m.in the Sanctuary 
 St. Mark’s Semi-Annual Budget Meeting - Noon 
 First Sudanese Worship Service – 1:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary 
 
January 9 - Monday 
  Sarah Circle Meeting – 10:00 at Sons of Norway 

 
January 10 – Tuesday 
 UN-decorate the Church (volunteers needed) – 9:30 a.m. 
 Happy Hour – Noon 
 Elim Church Council Meeting – 6:00 p.m. 
 
January 11 – Wednesday 
 Living Sober – 5:30 in the Small Fellowship Hall 
 Elim choir rehearsal – 7:15 p.m. 
 
January 12 – Thursday 
 
January 13 – Friday 
 

 January 14 – Saturday 
 Education & Community Time, Sudanese Lutheran Church – 1:30 p.m. 



Elim Home Visitor 15 

 

January 15 - Sunday 
 St. Mark’s Coffee Hour – 9:30 a.m. in Large Fellowship Hall 
 Elim Worship  – 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary  
 Elim Coffee Hour – 10:30 a.m. in the Large Fellowship Hall  
 Elim Music & Worship Committee Meeting – 10:45 
 St. Mark’s Worship Service – 11:00 a.m.in the Sanctuary 
 First Sudanese Worship Service – 1:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary 
 
January 16 - Monday 
 
January 17 - Tuesday 
 Happy Hour – Noon 
 Theology Pub Night – 7:00 p.m. at the Boiler Room 
 
January 18 – Wednesday 
 Elizabeth Circle – 10:00 at Sons of Norway (Helen Stevenson, Study Leader) 
 Living Sober – 5:30 in the Small Fellowship Hall 
 Elim choir rehearsal – 7:15 p.m. 
 
January 19 - Thursday 
 
January 20 - Friday 
 
January 21 - Saturday 
 Education & Community Time, Sudanese Lutheran Church – 1:30 p.m. 
 
January 22 - Sunday 
 St. Mark’s Coffee Hour – 9:30 a.m. in Large Fellowship Hall 
 Elim Worship – 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary  
 Elim Coffee Hour – 10:30 a.m. in the Large Fellowship Hall  
 Elim Annual Meeting – following Worship 
 St. Mark’s Worship Service – 11:00 a.m.in the Sanctuary 
 First Sudanese Worship Service – 1:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary 
 
January 23 – Monday 
 Pastor Paula – out of office 
 
January 24 – Tuesday 
 Pastor Paula – out of office 
 Happy Hour – Noon 
 
January 25 – Wednesday 
 Pastor Paula – out of office 
 Living Sober – 5:30 in the Small Fellowship Hall 
 Elim choir rehearsal – 7:15 p.m. 
 
January 26 – Thursday 
 Pastor Paula – out of office 
 St. Mark’s Newsletter Mailing – 9:30 a.m. 
 
January 27 – Friday 
 Pastor Paula – out of office 
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January 28 - Saturday 
 Education & Community Time, Sudanese Lutheran Church – 1:30 p.m. 
 
January 29 - Sunday 
 St. Mark’s Coffee Hour – 9:30 a.m. in Large Fellowship Hall 
 Elim Worship – 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary  
 Elim Coffee Hour – 10:30 a.m. in the Large Fellowship Hall  
 St. Mark’s Reconciling in Christ (RIC) Sunday and Potluck – 11:00 a.m. 
 First Sudanese Worship Service – 1:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary 
 
January 30 – Monday 
 Pastor Paula – out of office 
 
January 31 – Tuesday 
 Pastor Paula – out of office 
 Happy Hour – Noon 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Thank you to those members who have returned their pledge forms and stew-
ardship forms for 2017.  Even if you are not making a specific pledge this 
year, it is still helpful to know if you will be able to contribute.  There are 
pledge forms and stewardship forms at the back of the church, or you 
may call the Elim office at 232-2574 for one.  Thank you. 

 
Did You Know...that Bethany Retirement Living has been selected by Dakota 
Medical Foundation and the Impact Institute to participate in this year’s Giving Hearts 
Day?  This 24-hour on-line giving opportunity enables donors from anywhere to make 
an on-line contribution to Bethany Retirement Living and have their gift multiplied 
through matching funds made available by DMF and other generous donors.  Contri-
butions of $10 or more made to Bethany on Thursday, February 9, at impackgive-
back,org will be matched.  It’s easy.  It’s fast.  AND, your gift is matched.  Support 
Bethany on Giving Hearts Day, Thursday, February 9.  Call (701) 478-8910 for more information. 

Tuesday, January 10,  at 9:30 

Volunteers are 

needed to help 

UN-decorate 

the Church 

from its Christ-

mas décor.  

Thank you. 
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Elim Lutheran Church 
321 9th Street North 
Fargo, ND   58102 
 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
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