
                                                                       December, 2016 

Elim's Mission 
Statement 

  
"With faith in the 
Triune God, the 
family of Elim 

Lutheran Church 
proclaims the 

Gospel of Jesus 
Christ through 

word and 
sacraments.  In 
our life together 
as a Christian 

congregation, we 
provide a center 
for members and 

community to 
worship and pray; 
to meet and learn; 
to be welcomed, 
nourished, and 

strengthened; to 
rest and be 

comforted; to 
serve; and to go 
forth and witness 

to the world 
through the 

prayerful 
stewardship of our 

resources. 

For the past several years, during the month of November, I devoted my Facebook 
page status updates to gratitudes.  Each day, I would reflect on something for 
which I was grateful and share it, as a way of developing an “attitude of gratitude,” 
which conveniently coincided with Thanksgiving. 
 
This year, however, I decided to do something different. I am not exactly sure 
why—I just wasn’t “feeling it” on November 1, and decided instead to put off my 
deliberate reflections until December and refocus them.  Rather than posting one 
gratitude a day for each day in December, I opted to post one place where I was 
finding hope in the world for each day of Advent. 
 
I have already decided to modify that initial plan a bit to go along with each of the 
candles in the Advent Wreath—so I will focus on Hope, Peace, Love and Joy and 
ways and places I see these things reflected in the world, during each of the four 
weeks of Advent. Then, for the 12 Days of Christmas, as we await the coming of 
the Magi in Epiphany, I am going to reflect on the gifts I see in the world around 
me. 
 
Although I am only a few days into this journey, I am finding myself grateful that I 
made the change. Not because it is easy—on the contrary, it is considerably more 
challenging than finding gratitudes—but rather because I know it is very good for 
me. 
 
It could become easy, I think, to be filled with despair these days. With the 
increase in racial and ethnic hate crimes, the loss of civility, and the deep divide in 
our nation, as rules of common decency are sometimes thrown out in favor of 
confrontation, there are days when the world indeed seems as bleak and dreary 
as an overcast and rainy day in North Dakota after the ground has frozen and 
everything has turned to brown. 

 
However, whenever that gloom sets in, it becomes vital to 
focus on the light. Albus Dumbledore, in the Harry Potter 
Series, once told Harry “Happiness can be found, even in the 
darkest of times, if one only remembers to turn on the light.” 
And seeking hope (and peace, love and joy) in the world is a 
wonderful way to turn on the light around us. 
 

One of the reasons that Advent is placed at the time it is in the cycle of the year is 
because, in the Northern Hemisphere, where the liturgical year was established, it 
coincides with the darkest days of the year, when there is less light each day. 
 
No one knows exactly when Jesus was born, so the establishment of the “official” 
date of his birth was set to be in conjunction with the winter solstice—the darkest 
day of the year. After that day, each day brings more and more light—just as the 
Light of the World came to shine in the darkest days of our world and in our lives. 

Thoughts From the Pastor  
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And when we light the Advent Candles in the days leading up to the celebration of Jesus’ birth, we also 
are reminded of the light that the Coming Christ brings to our lives—with each candle adding to the 
glowing presence Christ brings to the world. 
 
By focusing on places where we see hope, we are saying no to the darkness.  We are turning on the 
Light of Christ as we see it reflected in the world.  And when we see it reflected in the world, we are also 
able to let our light shine before others to reflect God’s love, and in doing that become agents of hope for 
others. 
 
So, if you are feeling dreary or down, despondent or full of despair—do not give in to the darkness. Look 
to the light of Christ, who promises to be with us always, and who fills us with hope when we place our 
trust in him. We just need to be willing to see it, and then be it, living as People of Hope in a darkened 
world. 
 
Peace,  Pastor Paula 
 

         

   

 

E-Mail Issues:  If you send an e-mail to Pastor Paula, please use the following address until 
further notice:  pmehmel@far.midco.net.  Thank you. 
 

 
 

 

Do you have someone who is hard to buy   

Christmas presents for?  Check below - - - 

 
If you don’t feel like giving Uncle Lou another tie he will never wear, or your parents a knick-knack they 
don’t need in an already overcrowded house, why not consider an alternative idea for Christmas giving. 
You can give a gift to World Hunger to buy rabbits for a Ugandan Village in someone’s honor, or money 
to buy trees in the desert of South Africa. The ELCA has an excellent booklet full of alternative giving 
ideas at www.ELCA.org/goodgifts  or you can check with Pastor Paula, who has a copy of the book. 
Why not consider a gift in honor of the homeless child whose birth we celebrate to someone who really 
needs it?  Or, you could purchase a soccer ball and/or bicycle pump to be donated to Haiti.  Please drop 
these items by the Elim office by December 20.  Thank you in advance for your generosity! 

 
 
Looking for a unique Christmas present for a family member or a gift for 
someone?  Handmade 550 piece, 750 piece, or 1000 piece puzzles for sale, 
made by Kim Olschlager.  Please call her at (701) 446-6109 for further 
information. 

Who are our new missionaries and why are we sponsoring them? 
The reason for choosing Michael Fonner as our missionary is because 
he has a person connection to our members, Tricia and Rick Andring.  
Tricia and Rick lived in Vermont for awhile and while there, they attend-
ed Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church in Montpelier, VT, where Mi-
chael was serving as pastor.  During this time the Andring family and 
the Fonner family developed a great friendship that has continued on 
after both families left the area. 

mailto:pmehmel@far.midco.net
http://www.ELCA.org/goodgifts
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The Big Story  

 

December 4, 2016—Second Sunday of Advent 
 
We will focus on John the Baptist, as well the ideal qualities of a ruler who comes in the name of the 
Lord as we are reminded that our salvation does not come from earthly rulers but from God alone. 
 

December11-Children’s Christmas Program 
 
The sermon at this service will be provided by the children at Elim, as they share the joy of Christ’s 
coming, and we are able to see it through the eyes of children. 
 

December 18- Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 
We will look at the story of Jesus birth through the eyes of Joseph, who truly was caught between a 
rock and a hard place, and yet remained faithful to Mary, and ultimately to God. 
 

December 24-Christmas Eve Worship at 4:30 
 

Our Christmas Eve Worship this year will be a joint service with St. Mark’s and First Sudanese. It will 
be a traditional service, with Carols, Candlelight and Communion. Pastor Paula will also have a gift for 
everyone who attends—A Sweet Story that uses candy as a way to share the Christmas Story. 
 

December 25-Christmas Morning Worship 
 

Christmas Day falls on a Sunday this year and our worship service will be a Festival Worship with 
Communion Service with Carols and special music from Pastor Paula’s two sons. 
 
 

WEDNESDAY ADVENT WORSHIP  
 

This year we will be having Wednesday night worship during Advent, using the popular Holden 
Vespers Service for our liturgy. This is a simple service that focuses on reflection and quiet in 
the midst of the busyness of the season.  Worship begins at 6:00 p.m., followed by a Soup 
and Sandwich Supper, provided by Pastor Paula, with a free will offering that will be shared 
with Eston’s Haitian Mission and Refugee Relief. 
 
The theme for the Series is “Tidings of Comfort and Joy” as we look at the four angel stories 
that surround Jesus birth.  The themes for each week, and the soups Pastor Paula will be 
making are: 
 
Nov. 30 The Angel Speaks to Zechariah’s Fear  Wild Rice and Greek Chick Pea 
 
Dec. 7  The Angel Speaks to Joseph’s Confusion Chicken Tortilla and Egg Lemon  
 
Dec. 14 The Angel Speaks to Mary’s Doubt  Zuppa Toscana and Potato Leek 
 
Dec. 21 The Angel Speaks to the Shepherds’ Curiosity Cheesy Cheeseburger and  
         Curried Corn Chowder 
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Nurse Notes  

Submitted by Sandi Kimmet BSN, RN,FCN 
 

Stressors are all around us, every day of the year and even at Christmas.  We each handle 
stress in a variety of ways that often depend on the circumstances.  Remember that those around us 
may have stressors, too, so let's all try to shower one another with sprinkles of Christ this season.  What 
would Jesus do?  This Christmas season I send these wishes for you: 
                                

BE GOOD TO YOU 
 

Be yourself - truthfully 
Accept yourself - gratefully 

Value yourself - joyfully 
Forgive yourself - completely 
Treat yourself - generously 

Balance yourself - harmoniously 
Bless yourself  - abundantly 
Trust yourself - confidently 

Love yourself - wholeheartedly 
Empower yourself - prayerfully 
Give yourself - enthusiastically 

Express yourself - radiantly  
                                           (author unknown) 

 
 
Sharing of the Peace:  If you wish during the Sharing of Peace, you don ’t have to 
shake hands, but you may share a hand wave, the peace sign, or a nod.  Let’s keep one 
another as healthy as possible.  If you develop a cough, please be sure to cover your 
mouth and nose – use a tissue and wash hands often  
 
 
 
 

Sunday School Program and News 

 
 
Don’t Miss It!!!!!  The Elim Sunday School children will present The Christmas Tree, 
The Christmas Story according to Luke’s Gospel on Sunday, December 11th, during the 
regular worship service.  Cookies and cocoa will be served in the fellowship hall after 
worship.  Come and join the fun! 
 
 More Sunday School News: 

     * Youth Christmas program rehearsal, December 10, at 10:00 a.m. 
     * Last day of Sunday School is December 11, to resume on February 5    
       
 
Mitten Tree:  The children will be collecting items for the Elim mitten tree 
during Advent.  Warm gloves, mittens, hats, and scarves will be donated to Churches 
United for the Homeless.  Donations can be placed under the tree located by the 
Church office through December 18th. 
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December Birthdays 

12/01 Sarah VanRaden 
 Kjersten Nelson 
 Anthony Kunz 
 Dana Jystad 
12/03 Margaret Turner 
12/04 Michael Block 
 Dannelle Verghis 
12/05 Valborg Plambeck 
12/08 Michelle Dutt 
12/11 Sandra Owens 
12/13 Julie Dutt 
12/14 Rachel Stangeland 
12/15 Donald Kounovsky 
12/16 Victoria Savanh 
12/18 Ruth Franzen 
12/20 Hallie Anderson 
12/21 Noella Ramirez 
12/27 Nick Gaudin 
12/29 Autumn Kunz 
12/31 Jackson Koller 
 
 
 
 
 

Memorials 

 
   In Memory of Marlys Norquist - 
 
   Orville & Shirley Slusher-Undesignated 
   Betty Lindstrom-General Fund 
   Dan & Barb Rising-Altar Guild 
    

 
 

December Choir            
Rehearsals 

 
December   4 - “The Promised One” 
December   7 - 7:15 
December 11 - “Prepare the Way” 
December 14 - 7:15 
December 18 - “Come, Lord Jesus” 
December 21 - 7:15 (as needed) 
December 24 - “O Holy Night / Adeste 
   Fideles 
December 25 - no choir 
December 28 - no rehearsal 

 

November Baptisms,  

Funerals, 

Membership Transfers In  

Membership Transfers Out 

Baptisms 
 
 

Aaron Allan Putz 
Hazel Frances Putz 

 
 

  

Funerals 
 
 

Gary Armstrong (9/16) 
 
 

  

Membership Transfers 
in to Elim 

 
Peggy Haugrud 
Kaci Putz 
Marshel Putz 

 
  

Membership        
Transfers out of Elim 

  
Mike and Pastor Sue 
Koesterman and family 

 

  During this Christmas 
 season, you have the             
 opportunity to help create a 
lovely festive environment at Elim.  If 
you would like to be a part of contrib-
uting to this setting by purchasing a 
poinsettia in memory of or in honor of a 
loved one, please contact the Elim of-
fice at (701) 232-2597 by December 7.  
If you have an order form from Church, 
please submit it to the office prior to 
December 7.  Thank you. 
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USHERS/GREETERS  
December 4 John Lindstrom, Rob Scheer 
December 7 Pastor Les Wassberg, Karen Lind 
December 11 Rob Scheer, Tim Johnson 
December 14 Pastor Les Wassberg, Karen Lind 
December 18 Rob Scheer, LaVonne Black 
December 21 Pastor Les Wassberg, Karen Lind 
December 24 Don Kounovsky, Curt Meyer 
December 25 Scott Johnson, Eston Calixte 
 
LAYREADERS  
December 4 Karen Lind 
December 11 Linda Olschlager 
December 18 Derek Miller 
December 24 not needed 
December 25 Frank Anderson 
 
COMMUNION ASSISTANTS  
December 4 Linda Olschlager, Royce Black 
December 18 Samantha Kimmet, Kimberly  
    Kemppanion 
 
FLOWERS  
December 4 In Memory of Jim Lundstrom 
December 11 In Memory of Frank Anderson’s 
 mother’s birthday, the late LaVern 
 Anderson, December 15, and in honor of 
 Frank and Linnea’s son, Bridger and 
 daughter-in-law, Sara, who’s birthdays 
 are December 17 and December 24, 
 respectively 
December 18 Open 
December 25 Open 
 
MISSIONARY SUPPORT  
December 4 Open 
December 11 Open 
December 18 Open 
December 25 Open 

USHERS/GREETERS  
January 1 Scott Johnson, LaVonne Black 
January 8 Jim Wolslegel, Barb Rising 
January 15 Dorothy Heieie, Jardy Wasmoen 
January 22 Rob Scheer, Shirley Slusher 
January 29  Rob Scheer, Scott Johnson 
 
LAYREADERS  
January 1 Tim Johnson 
January 8 Frank Anderson 
January 15 Cindy Wolslegel 
January 22 Josh Johnson 
January 29 Lenora Scheer 
 
COMMUNION ASSISTANTS 
January 1 Sandi Kimmet 
January 8 Curt Meyer 
 
FLOWERS 
January 1 Frank Anderson 
January 8 Open 
January 15 Open 
January 22 Open 
January 29 Open 
 
MISSIONARY SUPPORT 
January 1 Open 
January 8 Open 
January 15 Open 
January 22 Open 
January 29  Open 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Serving at  December and January Services    

Would you like to provide Altar Flowers in honor or memory of a loved one?  Even 
though potted plants are now placed on the Altar, this does not mean there cannot 
be cut flowers given in a person’s honor or memory.  If anyone wishes to give 
flowers on any given Sunday, simply contact the church office with your request 
and Connie will place your order. Dalbol Flowers and Gifts allows Elim to chose the 
bouquet colors and purchase both Altar bouquets for around $26.00. If providing 
flowers for the Altar, Elim office will order the flower color(s) you request.   

Are you willing to be a Lay Reader or Usher?  If so, please call LaVonne  Black at (701) 232-3029 
to sign up!  

Would you like to provide Missionary Support?  Every Sunday is open for Missionary Support, 
which is $25.00 and can be given in honor of or in memory of a loved one.  If you would like to 
help with this ministry,  please contact the Elim office.  
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Elim Lutheran Church Council 

November 15, 2016, Minutes 
 

Meeting Called By: Ben Lynch, President, at 6:00 p.m. 
Prayers and Devotion:  Pastor Paula Mehmel 
Recorder:  Tricia Andring 
 
Open Prayer and Devotions 
 
MINUTES 
The minutes of the previous meeting were approved.  Cindy 
Wolslegel motioned, Kimberly Kemppanion seconded.  Motion 
carried. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
Pastor’s Report - 
 - Pastor Paula’s role as an interim - Membership update, constitution revision suggestions, job  
 descriptions, budget suggestions.  Doing a lot of problem solving.  
 - Would like April 30th off as ELCLA missionary work in Cambodia.  Motion by Ben Lynch, second  
 by Cindy Wolslegel.  Motion carried. 
Worship Committee - 
 - Oral report.  Meet on 11/13.  Josh, choir director, will be sigining for Advent worship services on  
 7th and 14th.  Duncan, Pastor Paula’s son, will sing on the 21st.  Tricia will direct for Christmas 
 Eve.  No communion on December 11, due to Pastor Paula’s absence - the children’s program 
 will be the sermon for that Sunday.  Pastor Paula to see if Jardy, youth and family ministry 
 director, will lead the service that Sunday. 
Treasurer’s Report (enclosed)  
Nurse’s Report (enclosed) 
Property Committee - 
 - Terminated  working with FM Mechanical for our furnace.  Now working with Home Heating and  
 they have been here quite a bit fixing things that were not properly completed by FM Mechanical.  
 Many expenses.  May need to approach congregation to get more $ to work with.  Council 
 approval to allow Home Heating to continue working on furnace as needed. 
No other reports 
 
PRIOR BUSINESS 
Parish Relations Committee  
 - We have 3 members from Council, have not been able to find 3 congregation members.  Ben will  
 continue to work on this. 
Call Committee Update 
 - Will meet again on January 12 
Update on folding machine, telephone, website, Internet exploration  
 - Received quote from MIDCO for Internet servicing.  There is a small rush to determine who we  
 would like to go with as MIDCO is currently in our area installing lines.  Determined we would have 
 Connie get quotes from Consolidated Communications (current provider) and CableOne as well.  
 Looking at upgrading our Internet speed to 60 MB as opposed to the 5 we currently receive. 
Furnace 
 - See property report 
Missionary 
 - Tricia made contact and has not heard back but did receive their newsletter.  Will forward to  
 Connie to put in newsletter. 

Attendees - 
Pastor Paula Mehmel, Interim Pastor 
Ben Lynch, President 
Cindy Wolslegel, Vice-President 
Tricia Andring, Secretary 
John Lindstrom, Treasurer 
Royce Black, Property 
Eston Calixte, Property 
Victoria Savanh, Witness 
Kimberly Kemppanion, Worship & Music 
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NEW BUSINESS 
Membership Update - 
 - Working on updating our active vs. inactive membership.  Inactive status is defined as no giving  
 in 2 years and has not attended a service in 2 years.  To change from an inactive status one only 
 needs to attend a communion service or give an offering. 
Security Camera 
 - Table to next meeting 
Update Constitution 
 - Pastor Paula is suggesting we look at the constitution and update.  There are some updates  
 within the ELCA that have been made that we need to update.  She also thinks we need to look at 
 adjusting our numbers for committee/call committee and quorum.  Once Membership update is 
 complete we will have a better idea of what these numbers should be. 
Concordia Concert Tickets 
 - Pastor Paula needs to know ASAP.  Only had responses from 5 or so people. 
Annual Meeting 
  - Pastor Paula will bring proposed agenda to next meeting.  Committee reports need to be in by  
 December 15th. 
Large Lights in West Stairway 
 - Table to next meeting 
Duplicates of Orange Master Key 
 - Do we need to make more?  Pastor Paula to research and update who all has keys.  We may  
 make more keys in the meantime.  It was suggested that the added groups/First Sudanese we  
 may be low on master keys. 
New Purchasing Limit for Property Committee 
 - Hasn’t been updated since the 1980’s - we will update with our other constitutional updates. 
Budget 
 - Jim and John usually go over December and January.  Pastor Paula suggested that once budget  
 is complete we go to Lorena Graf Committee and ask for 2 funds.  One is providing a fund for the  
 new pastor to update the Pastor’s office, particularly chairs.  The second would be so set money 
 (aside) for advertising. 
Haiti 
 - Eston suggested we take $500 from Haiti fund to send to Haiti for roofing projects.  Ben Lynch  
 motioned, Victora Savanh seconded.  Motion carried.  Eston needs a donation of 10 deflated 
 soccer balls and a bicycle pump for Haiti as well.  Pastor Paula suggested that for a Christmas gift, 
 families ask for a soccer ball to be donated to Haiti. 
 
Open Discussion 
 - Public health issues backed up by support of Council 
 
Next Council meeting:  Tuesday, December 13, in the upstairs Lounge at 6:00 p.m. (we are 
sheltering homeless this week) 
 
Communion Assistants: December 4: Royce Black 
    December 18: Kimberly Kemppansion 
 
Council closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
Council adjourned at 8:25 p.m. by President Ben Lynch 
Submitted by:  Tricia Andring, Secretary 
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Treasurer’s Report, October, 2016 
By John Lindstrom 

 The checking account balance is $2,077.42.  The balance at the beginning of the year was 
$11,423.38.  General Account Fund balance is now - $29,726.82.  Last month, the General Ac-
count Fund balance was $31,686.41.  The current prior debt is $59,186.83 as is comprised of paya-
bles to various dedicated funds. 

Income and Expense (10/12 or 83.3% through the year) 
 Monthly pledge income was over budget (budget $10,000 vs. $11,857.67) 
 Monthly total income was over budget (budget $14,305.23 vs. $16,782.69) 
 YTD pledge income is at 72.2% of the budget $120,000 
 YTD total income is at 69.9% of the budget $171,663.33 
 Received $50 for Missionary Support for a YTD total cost of $400 
 Monthly expenses were under budget (budget $15,134.69 vs. $14,823.10) 
 YTD expenses are at 79.2% of the budget $181,617.55 
 The utility bill for the month was $666.10.  Paid $440.00 for piano tuning, $375.22 for Sunday 

school materials and $392 for computer repairs from the general fund.  Paid an additional $4,766 to 
upgrade the bathrooms, $20,720 for window upgrades and $262.86 to fix the dishwasher.  These 
expenditures were made from the designated funds and not the general fund. 

 
 

Constitutional Changes 
One of the responsibilities of an Interim Pastor is to help update the Constitution after reviewing it.  The 
Constitution requires that the congregation be made aware of any proposed amendments to it at least 
30 days prior to the meeting to discuss those changes. To that end, these are the proposals I made to 
the Council. If they are approved by the Council they will be presented at the annual meeting and this 
serves the purpose of providing 30 day notice 
 
These are my recommendations: 
 
C10.04 Twenty-five voting members shall constitute a quorum or 20 percent of active voting member-
ship, whichever is fewer. 
C12.01 Amend council membership to 8 members plus pastor.  
 
In the bylaws—I am recommending deleting C13.03.and replacing it with the wording and formation 
outlined in the ELCA Model Constitution.  “Mutual Ministry Committee shall be appointed jointly by 
the president and the rostered minister. Term of office shall be two years, with three members to be 
appointed each successive year.” I will go over the role of this committee at the annual meeting and in 
a Since You Asked, if this recommendation is approved.** 
 
C13.03.93 Amend the call committee to six voting members and two alternates. 

 

Since you asked………… 

How do the staff divide their responsibilities?  In the coming weeks and months, I am 
going to go over the specific responsibilities of each position at Elim, since one of my roles 
as an Interim Pastor is to go through job descriptions and roles, and as I do that, I plan to 
share some of that in this venue. That said, it is also very important to know that first and 
foremost, the staff works together as a team. We have regular staff meetings where we discuss issues 
and activities in the congregation and often each member of the staff has a different role to play in 
making those things a success. The Bible is very clear that the church is the body of Christ, where eve-
ryone has their role in making the body work together for the glory of God, and as a staff, we like to re-
flect that same attitude, doing what we are called to do, as a staff team, for the good of the congrega-
tion. If you have any questions about specific roles and responsibilities, do not hesitate to ask me. I will 
gladly explain what I can, whenever I can. 

file:///C:/Users/Leah%20Boock/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/YMAHU870/December%20worship.docx#_ftn1#_ftn1
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From Bishop Terry A. Brandt, Eastern North Dakota Synod, 

ECLA (excerpt) 

 

“At a recent staff planning retreat, the synod staff took time to list what God 
has accomplished in our 2 years of having the honor of serving you.  When 
we completed the list, we knew why we are a bit tired, but more importantly 
we knew why we are filled with passion and energy for the years to come.  
God is up to something very, every exciting in this synod.”  … “ With 
your support and partnership, we will continue to respond to the call of God 
as we move into our next campaign of “Global Church.”’ 
 

Serving Congregations 
 Facilitated and completed 45 call processes with our congregations. 
 Energized by over 1200 youth who participated in our synod’s fall middle school and senior high 

retreats. 
 Engaged with 29 congregations in congregational renewal work involving our synod’s Re-Rooting in 

God’s Mission and/or Discovering Hope processes and resources. 
 Accompanied 15 congregations through our synod’s ministry review process. 
 Worked with 15 congregations on updating their constitutions. 
 Served up 314 gallons of coffee at the last two synod assemblies 
 
Calling and Equipping Leaders 
 Supported the entrance of 13 people on a path for ordained ministry, and hosted 31 individuals 

attending our synod’s first discernment of call event. 
 Offered senior pastor leadership course involving 20 pastors from around our synod. 
 Provided 5 church council training events impacting 163 lay and rostered leaders from 34 different 

congregations. 
 Strengthened congregational stewardship ministry through 6 training events impacting 241 individuals 

from 79 different congregations. 
 
Cultivating Grass-Roots Efforts and Collaborations 
 Cultivated 3 different grass-roots gatherings and collaborations with pastors doing redevelopment, 

interim pastors and chaplains. 
 Facilitated area conversations involving congregations coming together to explore, wonder and 

consider ministry they could so together for the sake of the Gospel. 
 Initiated interfaith, multi-cultural and evangelizing church ready benches. 
 
Supporting Missions and Ministries 
 Given over $1,000,000 to support churchwide ministries and over $500,000 given to our synod 

ministry partners like Dacotah Oyate, Native American Christian Ministry, North Dakota Campus 
Ministry and Luther Seminary. 

 Nurtured ongoing mission developments, new mission starts and mission imagination projects in 6 
locations throughout our synod. 

 Support 12 people who have ridden 1492 miles on a bike to raise awareness and money for ELCA 
World Hunger. 

 Provided over $200,000 were issued in grants from the Eastern North Dakota Synod Endowment 
Fund. 

 
“May God richly bless you and your congregation in discerning how to end this year and how God is 
leading you in the year to come.  Please know I welcome the opportunity to visit with councils and would 
be delighted to join you for any conversation you deem helpful.  In Christ, Bishop Terry A. Brandt” 
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December 1 is World AIDS Day, a day that has been celebrated since 1988 
as a day to pray for, support and remember those who are living with HIV/
AIDS, their loved ones, and those who have died. The World AIDS Day Ser-
vice will be held at St. Mark’s at 7:00 p.m., on Thursday, December 1.  This 
will be a service of sharing and music, with 2-3 special speakers, a perfor-

mance by the FM Gay Men's Chorus, and an opportunity to remember those whom we have lost. A 
free-will offering will support the Minnkota Health Project, a program that provides services to HIV+ 
individuals in North Dakota, Minnesota, and South Dakota.    
     
WELCA Cozy Christmas will be held on Saturday, December 3, at 9:30 a.m. in the Large Fellow-
ship Hall.  Bring a $5 gift and plan to have loads of fun!!! 
 
Concordia Christmas Concert will be held at 2:00 p.m. on Sunday, December 4. 
 
Theology Pub Night will be held on Tuesday, December 6, at 7:30 p.m. at 
Sazorec Alley We will gather in the fine Lutheran tradition of “table talk” for theo-
logical conversation. Your suggestions and input are most appreciated.  
 
Angel of Hope:  Pastor Paula will be conducting the Angel of Hope service this year, which will 
be held at the north end of Island Park on Tuesday, December 6, at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Gifts Needed for the New Life Center:  The following unwrapped Christmas gifts are needed for 
the men at the New Life Center:  stocking caps, work gloves, ski gloves, socks (white or colored crew 
socks – not “tube” socks), thermal underwear (tops and bottoms – M, L, XL, XXL), white undershirts 
(M, L, XL, XXL), and underwear/boxer shorts (M, L, XL, XXL).  Please bring your unwrapped gifts to 
Elim before December 9 and place them in the plastic box in the Narthex.  If you have any questions, 
please contact Dorothy Heieie.  Thank you for your generosity! 

 
 
Sarah Circle will meet on Monday, December 12, 2016, at 10:00 a.m. in the Small 
Fellowship Hall. 
 
 

Elizabeth Circle will meet on Wednesday, December 14, 2016, at the Sons of Norway 
at 10:00 a.m. 
 

Would you like to sing in the Elim choir?  Everyone is welcome, and you don ’t 
even need to read music!  It’s true, not all of our members read music; they just listen to 
what their neighbor is singing and follow that.  This is a good way to serve the Lord with 
your time and talent, and to add to the beauty of our worship services here at Elim.  If 
you have any questions, please feel free to call Robyn at 232-1214, or send an e-mail to 

rsvinje@cableone.net, or just catch her during coffee hour on Sunday morning.  We’d love to have you 
join us! 

Elim Office Hours –  
 
     8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. - Tuesday 
     8:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. - Wednesday thru  
  Friday  

 
St. Mark’s Office Hours –  
 
     9:30 – 4:00 - Tuesday – Friday 
 



Elim Home Visitor 12 

 

Elim Master Calendar 

December, 2016 

December 1 - Thursday 
 St. Mark’s newsletter mailing – 9:30 in the Small Fellowship Hall 
 University Manor – 10:00 
 Elim staff meeting – 11:00 in the Lounge 
 
December 2 - Friday 
 
December 3 - Saturday 
 WELCA Cozy Christmas – 9:30 in the Small Fellowship Hall 
 Education & Community Time, Sudanese Lutheran Church – 1:30 p.m. 
 
December 4 – Sunday 
 St. Mark’s Coffee Hour – 9:30 a.m. in the Large Fellowship Hall 
 Elim Worship and Communion Service – 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary  
 Elim Coffee Hour – 10:30 a.m. in the Large Fellowship Hall  
 St. Mark’s Worship Service – 11:00 a.m.in the Sanctuary 
 First Sudanese Worship Service – 1:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary 
 Concordia Christmas Concert – 2:00 p.m. 
 
December 5 - Monday 
 
December 6 - Tuesday 
 Happy Hour – Noon 
 Angel of Hope Service – 7:00 south side of Island Park 
 Theology Pub Night – 7:30 at Sazorec Alley 
 
December 7 – Wednesday 
 Sandi – out of office 
 Living Sober – 5:30 in the Small Fellowship Hall 
 Elim Advent Service – 6:00 Worship, 6:30 Meal 
 Elim choir rehearsal – 7:15 p.m. 
 
December 8 - Thursday 
 Interim Minister’s Meeting – 1:00 
 SAI Christmas Festival and Meeting – 7:00 p.m. in Sanctuary, followed by lunch 
 
December 9 - Friday 
 
December 10 – Saturday 
 Elim Youth Christmas program rehearsal – 10:00 a.m. 
 Education & Community Time, Sudanese Lutheran Church – 1:30 p.m. 
 
December 11 – Sunday 
 Sheltering Churches – Hosted by Elim 
 St. Mark’s Coffee Hour – 9:30 a.m. in the Large Fellowship Hall 
 Elim Worship, Sunday School Program – 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary, with cookies and cocoa 

to follow after worship 
 Last day of Sunday School – to resume on February 5th 
 Elim Coffee Hour – 10:30 a.m. in the Large Fellowship Hall  
 Short Elim Congregational Meeting regarding furnace expenses - following worship  
 St. Mark’s Worship Service – 11:00 a.m.in the Sanctuary 
 First Sudanese Worship Service – 1:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary 
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December 12 - Monday 
 Sheltering Churches – Hosted by Elim 
 Sarah Circle Meeting – 10:00 in the Small Fellowship Hall 

 
December 13 - Tuesday 
 Sheltering Churches – Hosted by Elim 
 Happy Hour – Noon 
 Elim Council Meeting – 6:00 in the Lounge 

 
December 14 – Wednesday 
 Sheltering Churches – Hosted by Elim 
 Elizabeth Circle meeting – 10:00 at Sons of Norway 
 Living Sober – 5:30 in the Small Fellowship Hall 
 Elim Advent Service – 6:00 Worship, 6:30 Meal 
 Elim choir rehearsal – 7:15 p.m. 
 
December 15 – Thursday 
 Sheltering Churches – Hosted by Elim 
 Elim staff meeting – 10:30 in the Lounge 
 
December 16 – Friday 
 Sheltering Churches – Hosted by Elim 
 

 December 17 – Saturday 
 Sheltering Churches – Hosted by Elim 
 Education & Community Time, Sudanese Lutheran Church – 1:30 p.m. 
 
December 18 - Sunday 
 St. Mark’s Coffee Hour – 9:30 a.m. in Large Fellowship Hall 
 Elim Worship and Communion Service – 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary  
 Elim Coffee Hour – 10:30 a.m. in the Large Fellowship Hall  
 Elim Music & Worship Committee Meeting – 10:45 
 St. Mark’s Worship Service – 11:00 a.m.in the Sanctuary 
 First Sudanese Worship Service – 1:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary 
 
December 19 - Monday 
 
December 20 - Tuesday 
 Happy Hour – Noon 
 
December 21 - Wednesday 
 Living Sober – 5:30 in the Small Fellowship Hall 
 Elim Advent Service – 6:00 Worship, 6:30 Meal 
 Elim choir rehearsal – 7:15 p.m. 
 
December 22 - Thursday 
 
December 23 - Friday 
 
December 24 - Saturday 
 Education & Community Time, Sudanese Lutheran Church – 1:30 p.m. 
 Elim Christmas Eve Service – 4:30 p.m. 
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December 25 – Sunday 
 St. Mark’s Coffee Hour – 9:30 a.m. in Large Fellowship Hall 
 Elim Christmas Worship – 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary  
 Elim Coffee Hour – 10:30 a.m. in the Large Fellowship Hall  
 St. Mark’s Worship Service – 11:00 a.m.in the Sanctuary 
 First Sudanese Worship Service – 1:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary 
 
December 26 - Monday 
 
December 27 - Tuesday 
 Happy Hour – Noon 
 
December 28 – Wednesday 
 Living Sober – 5:30 in the Small Fellowship Hall 
 No Elim choir rehearsal 
 
December 29 – Thursday 
 St. Mark’s newsletter mailing – 9:30 a.m. 
 
December 30 - Friday 
  

December 31 - Saturday 
 Education & Community Time, Sudanese Lutheran Church – 1:30 p.m. 
 

 
 

 
 
Who is the Real Virgin? 
A ten-year-old, under the tutelage of her grandmother, was becoming quite 
knowledgeable about the Bible.  Then one day she floored her grandmoth-
er by asking, "Which virgin was the mother of Jesus?  The virgin Mary or 
the King James Virgin?" 
 

What Are The Three Gifts? 
While participating in a chruch Christmas pageant many years past, I had the good fortune to be cho-
sen as the narrator. Each rehearsal went off well and then on the night of the show, I, in a loud and 
penetrating voice announced the gifts of the Magi as "gold, Frankenstein and myrrh." 
 
No Room In The Inn? 
A boy wanted to be Joseph in the Sunday School pageant. He was cast as the landlord and objected 
loudly, but to no avail. When the pageant was presented, Mary and Joseph knocked on the door and 
asked him if he had a room for them. The boy smiled and said, "Yes, sure. Lots of room. Come on in!" 
 
True story 
The nativity play was going as planned and Joseph and Mary were going from house to house knock-
ing on the doors and asking it there was any room for them. As they continued to get "no room" an-
swers a little voice called from the back "YOU SHOULD HAVE BOOKED!" bringing the house down. 
 
Going the wrong way in the "Advent Rush" 
While a man had gone out driving to do some Christmas shopping, his wife had been watching TV 
when she heard the announcer say, "be very careful and watch driving on I5 today, there is a motorist 
driving the wrong way"! His wife got hold of him on the cell phone to warn him, and his reply was: "You 
tell me, there are hundreds of them here". 
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Elim Lutheran Church 
321 9th Street North 
Fargo, ND   58102 
 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
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