Elim Home Visitor
November, 2016

Thoughts From the Pastor
The “giving season” is upon us. Every charitable organization will tell you that the
two month period between Halloween and New Year’s Eve is the most vital time
for them in the quest to make their annual budget. Because of the focus on
abundance and gratitude during Thanksgiving, and the gifts we associate with the
Three Kings at Christmas, it becomes somehow easier to open our hearts and our
wallets to others.

Elim's Mission
It is also “stewardship time” in most churches. As a pastor, I
Statement
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proclaims the
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have traditionally taken a pretty low key approach to
stewardship. In fact, in 27 years of ministry, I have never given
“the money sermon” during a stewardship drive. That is
deliberate and intentional. As a pastor, I would prefer to link
the message you hear during worship each week to the offering
by simply announcing the offering with a few sentences connecting what you just
heard in the sermon with your response to God’s word by giving your offering. I
believe that giving is an act of worship and so I prefer to focus on it briefly on a
regular basis, as opposed to preaching a sermon that focuses purely on financial
gifts.

However, from time to time, I am asked about giving. “Just how much should I
give?” The short answer is start with the Biblical model of a tithe and move
beyond that to give your offering, above and beyond tithe God asks of us. Tithing
is deliberately setting aside 10% of your earnings to give back to God through your
church and other godly charitable organizations.
Some people wonder why God established this as an expectation of us. It was, I
think, because God wanted us to get a better perspective on our “stuff.” Everything
belongs to God. As the saying goes, “you can’t take it with you.” (Or my personal
favorite—“hearses don’t come with U-Hauls.”) We truly don’t “own” anything. As
the Psalmist wrote, “The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it.”
By deliberately giving to God 10 percent of what really all is God’s, we gain a new
perspective on it. It isn’t ours. It is God’s. And we are able to use it freely—but
giving a percentage back frees us up from a mindset that makes us think it is ours.
If you ask anyone who tithes they will tell you that this concept of giving works, and
it works better for your heart, your soul, AND your budget than you could ever
possibly imagine. I don’t know how, but I do know that it works. I started tithing
when I was twelve and it has worked for me during times of hardship and times of
plenty, without fail. I consider becoming a tither at a young age one of the great
gifts of my life.
I have yet to find a former tither, because once you start, you realize that you no
longer struggle with a lot of the budget issues you had previously, and in fact, you
have even more to give. I always get skeptical looks when I say that, but I truly
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believe the best way to deal with money stress in your life is to honestly give tithing a try for a few
months. I doubt you will ever quit.
However, if you are not at the point in your faith where you are ready to give away ten percent of your
income, C.S. Lewis gives us another paradigm to consider in his classic book, Mere Christianity. Lewis
writes “I do not believe one can settle how much we ought to give. I am afraid the only safe rule is to
give more than we can spare. In other words, if your expenditure on comforts, luxuries, amusements,
etc. is up to the standard common among those with the same income as our own, we are probably
giving away too little. If our charities do not at all pinch or hamper us, I should say they are too small.
There ought to be things we should like to do and cannot do because our charitable expenditures
excludes them.”

While I believe, and know in my own life, that tithing, and then giving offerings beyond a tithe, actually
helps you redefine what you need and frees you to really live life abundantly, Lewis makes a good point
for those who are reflecting on their giving. Are you just giving what is left over after you’ve spent all you
can on yourself, making sure your wants and needs are covered before you consider the needs of
others? Do you struggle with whether you can “afford” to give to a hunger appeal or the needs of the
homeless because you can’t afford it, but then drop $20 without thinking on empty calories at a sporting
or entertainment event? Or do you sacrifice something you may want to do because you deliberately
made a choice to use that money on others, not yourself?
On Nov. 20, we will have an opportunity, as part of our service, to make a pledge for the work of Elim in
the coming year, as well as offer up our talents and gifts in service. It will not be the focus of the service,
but it will be a chance to be deliberate about what you give—and whatever you choose to do, I
encourage you to make it a regular, steady commitment to the work of the Lord, not a “pay per view”,
scatter shot, I give when I’m there approach to giving. Pray about it, and then respond to those prayers
as an act of worship.
I encourage giving because I know at its core it is a spiritual issue. It is not about “making budget.” It is
about recognizing the one who gave his all for us, and in responding to that gift he gave, finding what it
means to really and truly live abundantly.
Peace, Pastor Paula
E-Mail Issues: If you send an e-mail to Pastor Paula, please use the following address until
further notice: pmehmel@far.midco.net. Thank you.
Alternative Ideas For Christmas
If you don’t feel like giving Uncle Lou another tie he will never wear, or your parents a knick-knack they
don’t need in an already overcrowded house, why not consider an alternative idea for Christmas giving.
You can give a gift to World Hunger to buy rabbits for a Ugandan Village in someone’s honor, or money
to buy trees in the desert of South Africa. The ELCA has an excellent booklet full of alternative giving
ideas at www.ELCA.org/goodgifts or you can check with Pastor Paula, who has a copy of the book.
Why not consider a gift in honor of the homeless child whose birth we celebrate to someone who really
needs it?
REMEMBER TO VOTE NOVEMBER 8
As Christians, we are called to participate in the political process in this world as well as being
concerned about the life in the world to come. So take advantage to the privilege we have as Americans,
as well as remembering your obligation as a Christian citizen and VOTE. Besides being a Christian
commitment, you also forfeit your right to complain about what is happening in the country if you don’t
vote. And just as important, no matter who wins, remember to pray for our elected officials, and
especially our president-elect, on November 9, as well as our nation as we seek to heal some of the
wounds that have resulted from this long and divisive election season.
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The Big Story
November 6–All Saints Sunday
During worship we will be ringing the bell in memory of loved ones who have died in the past year, as
well as having an opportunity to place a rock in the baptismal fountain in memory of any loved ones
who have entered into life eternal.
November 13-Intern Emily Martin returns

Our intern from last year, Emily Martin, will be returning to Elim to share the sermon during the worship
service. She was unable to attend for the 125th due to a Candidacy Retreat so we are delighted it
worked for her to visit this weekend.
November 20-Service of Affirmation of Baptism and Celebration of Gifts
As part of this service of Affirmation of Baptism on Christ the King Sunday, we will have a chance to
acknowledge Jesus as the King of our lives by offering up our time, talents and treasures to the Lord
and make a pledge for the next year.
November 22-Service of Thanksgiving on a Tuesday Night
This year our Thanksgiving Worship will be held on Tuesday evening, as we join with St. Mark’s and
First Sudanese to thank God for the gifts we have received and rejoice in God’s presence in our lives,
as the author of all good gifts.
November 27-First Sunday in Advent
We will kick off the new Church Year, where we will focus on the book of St. Matthew, with a “wake up
call” to keep watch for the movement of Christ around and among us.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Advent Soup and Sandwich Meal and Worship
This Advent we will once again be having worship, followed by
a Soup and Sandwich meal, as we prepare for the coming
Christ. Worship will be held at 6:00, using Holden vespers.
Our theme will be “Tidings of Comfort and Joy.” We will look
at how the angels came to different Biblical characters,
including Zechariah, Joseph, Mary and Shepherds, speaking
to their fear, confusion, doubt and curiosity.
After the service, we will have a soup and sandwich meal. Pastor Paula is incredibly excited about this
aspect of the evening, as she fancies herself a pretty good soup cook and since she is an empty
nester, she doesn’t get much of an opportunity to cook. So, she is planning on making a couple of
different kinds of soup each Wednesday, one hearty and one less so, along with either barbeques or
hot ham and cheese. She will then have a free will offering for the meal, which will be designated to a
source she will announce prior to the services. (In other words, she hasn’t decided for sure yet.) She
is also an avid baker of Christmas treats, and since she has diabetes, should not be an avid eater, so
she will also have Christmas goodies available. Please join us for worship and a meal, for a time to
prepare for the coming Christ as a church family.
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Since you asked…………

What is a vulnerable adult? During my presentation on dealing with members of the
community who may be using our building or we may encounter in the parking lot, I
mentioned that if you have a concern about a vulnerable adult, you should contact the
police. After the talk I was asked what a vulnerable adult was, so I thought I should
clarify. According to the North Dakota Century Code, Vulnerable Adults are defined as people over
the age 18 who are considered vulnerable if they are at risk of harm due to the presence or threat of
abuse, neglect or exploitation. Neglect is the failure of a caregiver to provide services needed to maintain physical and mental health or keep them safe. The vulnerable adult is also defined as having a
substantial mental or functional impairment and the inability to care for oneself.
Who can call in with a concern about a vulnerable adult? Any medical professional is required by federal law. Pastors and church staff are now mandated professionals as well. However, anyone who
has a concern should call. These calls are anonymous and names will not be reported to individuals.
What happens? A call is made to a state phone number, a review is done to determine if immediate
danger exists and if law enforcement is needed or if a social worke needs to do a follow up..
What if help is refused? If no harm to others or no crime committed, monitoring may occur and the
individual has a right to say no. The Health Department may pursue legal action to protect a vulnerable adult from abuse or neglect if needed and the Attorney General legal department becomes involved.
If there is an immediate danger to a vulnerable adult: CALL 911! Police will respond and they will help
to make determinations needed. For example, if you see someone in the parking lot at risk don’t hesitate to call. Otherwise, a person can call Protective Services in ND, 1-855-462-5462, option 2. You
can leave a message or speak with someone during office hours. As Christians, we need to be concerned about the last, the lost and the least—the most vulnerable amongst us—and “be our brother (or
sister’s) keeper once in a while as part of the body of Christ.
Why are we having Thanksgiving Worship on Tuesday this year? Over the years, as a pastor, I
notice an increasing decline in the number of people at Thanksgiving Worship on the Wednesday before Thanksgiving. As a result, I once suggested moving it to a Tuesday evening and we had increased participation since people weren’t getting ready for the big meal or waiting for loved ones to
get home. Since Thanksgiving isn’t a “church holiday” but rather a secular one, the service of worship
around it has flexibility. I made this suggestion to both the Council and the Worship and Music Committee and they both agreed to give it a try at Elim.
What is this Street Store we are having at Elim? A young woman I have known for many, many
years (she was my older son’s prom date and my younger son’s “wife” in a musical) is a senior at
NDSU majoring in Social Work. For her senior project, they needed to initiate a project to be part of
FM Homeless and Hungry Week as part of the FM Coalition for Homeless Persons. One of those activities is a street store. The idea is to set up a “store” with various essentials for anyone who is in
need to come and take for free (all thos items being donations, of course). Because it is cold, they
needed an indoor space. Erin asked if she could use Elim as a space and I ran it by the church leadership and got approval. It is a one-time event that will allow us to help those in our midst who go without
during this difficult time of the year. It you wish to help with this store, there is a donation box in Elim,
with all those donations going towards our street store in November. We are looking for coffee, sugar,
winter gear, clothing, household goods, and non-perishable food items. One of the wonderful things
about Elim is its willingness to help the last, the lost, and the least.
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Nurse Notes

Submitted by Sandi Kimmet BSN, RN,FCN
November 6, 11-1: Family and Friends CPR session will be held. You will learn the basics
of CPR and how to use the AED. There will be no certification afterwards because there is no test.
Council members are strongly encouraged to attend. Please RSVP by November 1, to the church
office. A light lunch will be provided. Any Strand, RN, will be the instructor.
Nursing Students from Concordia are shadowing with Sandi again this year. They are seniors
and will have pinning and graduation in May. The first duo, Kayla and Reba, were doing visits and did
the bulletin board in October. Betsy and Grant will be here in November. If you see them, please
introduce yourself. To those who have allowed them to visit with me...THANK YOU!

November is Hospice and Palliative Care Month. Palliate means “to ease” and is offered to improve the
qualify of life through prevention and relief of suffering. Hospice is a form of palliative care that is
typically provided in the last 6 months of life, with comfort as the main focus. Palliative care is at any
stage of life. Many of you may be familiar with the Palliative Unit that is at Sanford Health and used by
all the hospitals. Hospice of the Red River Valley is establishing a program for palliative care to be
provided at a facility or in the home. They actively work with other medical providers with specific
disease directed therapies. Both of these programs are about living life to the best of the person’s
abilities for that day. The focus is not about dying, but about living life as able with the time that is left.
If you have any questions, please contact Red River Valley Hospice at 356-1600.
Bible Verse of the Month:
God.” Corinthians 10:31.

“So, whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of

CHANGE YOUR CLOCKS, smoke and carbon monoxide detector batteries
on November 6th, as that is when Daylight Savings Time begins. “Fall back”
Sharing of the Peace: If you wish during the Sharing of Peace, you
may share a hand wave, the peace sign, or a nod. Let’s keep one another as healthy as
possible. If you develop a cough, please be sure to cover your mouth and nose – use a
tissue and wash hands often.
Elim Lutheran Church has been instrumental in the Emergency Food Pantry’s efforts since
the beginning. The need for an emergency food pantry was discussed in a Moorhead State
University class in 1970 and 1971. During these years the pantry was housed in a church
and a volunteer’s basement. In 1972, the Emergency Food Pantry (EFP) was officially
organized. During that first year, 180 deliveries fed 603 people in need. Elim Lutheran
Church in Fargo became the new official home. Volunteers built new shelves and the pantry
found it a challenge to pay for the $114 for the shelving. The pantry ws run out of an
11
1/2’ x 13 1/2’ room at Elim. The church paid for the electric bills. Food and financial donations were
inconsistent throughout the first years. In December, 1978, 100 Christmas baskets were delivered.
The pantry’s finances were strong at the start of 1979. In April, the pantry relocated from Elim to the
Unitarian Fellowship building. Elim was given a plaque for being the pantry’s home from 1972 to 1979.
In 1984, 150 Christmas baskets were prepared. As of August 1, 1985, the Emergency Food Pantry
was operating on its own with one paid staff and many volunteers. In 1988, the EFP moved into the
former fire station at 1438 North 10th Street in Fargo. Ten years later, in 1998, EFP provided food
baskets to 12,676 individuals. The following decade brought more growth and stability. In 2008, EFP
provided food baskets to 21,153 individuals. Throughout the years the need to fee the hungry gew
even greater and Elim continued to support EFP through donations and volunteers. In 2012, it became
time to relocate again. The Emergency Food Pantry relocated to its current location at 1101-4th
Avenue North in Fargo. In 2015, EFP provided food baskets to 52,295 individuals.
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Family and Friends CPR
Class will be held on
Sunday, November 6, from
11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. in
the Small Fellowship Hall
area. This is a basic course on CPR
and the use of the AED will be reviewed, as well. Anyone age 10 and
over are welcome to attend. Please
RSVP to the Church office by November 1. A small lunch will be available.

Handi-Wheels
Transportation’s
Extra Mile
Event:
14th
Annual
Spaghetti Dinner and Silent Auction is
scheduled for Saturday, November 12,
2016, at Hope Lutheran Church, 2900
North Broadway, Fargo, from 4:008:00pm. This event raises funds to
support Handi-Wheels’ mission of
providing accessible transit services to
individuals that are disabled, elderly,
and/or low-income. Tickets are adults:
$10 and children under 12: $6. Tickets
can be purchased online at www.handi
-wheels.org, by calling the HandiWheels office at (701)232-3231, or can
be purchased at the door.

11/01
11/02
11/04
11/05
11/06
11/07
11/08
11/09
11/11
11/12

11/13

11/14
11/16
11/17
11/18
11/20
11/21
11/24
11/25
11/27
11/28

November Birthdays

Dennis Nedrebo
Rebecca Slusher
Jayden Calixte-Kajtaz
Kerri Spiering
Janae Stangeland
Jeffrey Lewis
Corbin Andring
Bonnie Duggan
Barbara Rising
Kimberly Pierce
Eunice Wassberg
Benjamin JystadSpar
Evelyn Koskela
Molly Kreil
Jennifer Miller
Merri Verghis
Ave Schmidt
Fern Softing
Darryan Nedrebo
Jon Slusher
Ryan Nagle
Emma Dutt
Gene Lileks
Zachary Duggan
Josiah Carpenter
Benjamin Lind
Jane Moll
Frank Anderson
Ann Korzendorger

October Baptisms,
Funerals,
Membership Transfers In
Membership Transfers Out
Baptisms
None in October

Funerals
None in October

Membership Transfers
in to Elim
Peggy Haugrud

Membership
Transfers out of Elim
None in October
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Serving at November and December Services
USHERS/GREETERS
November 6 Derek Miller, Eston Calixte
November 13 Rob Scheer, Dorothy Heieie
November 20 Roy and LaVonne Black
November 22 Shirley Slusher
November 27 Curt Meyer
November 30 Elaine Fiske
LAYREADERS
November 6 Kimberly Kemppanion
November 13 Barb Rising
November 20 Elaine Fiske
November 22 not needed
November 27 Betty Lindstrom
November 30 not needed
COMMUNION ASSISTANTS
November 6 Samantha Kimmet, Sandi Kimmet
November 13 Curt Meyer, Derek Miller
FLOWERS
November 6

USHERS/GREETERS
December 4 John Lindstrom, Rob Scheer
December 7 Pastor Les Wassberg, Karen Lind
December 11 Rob Scheer, Tim Johnson
December 14 Pastor Les Wassberg, Karen Lind
December 18 Rob Scheer, LaVonne Black
December 21 Pastor Les Wassberg, Karen Lind
December 24 Don Kounovsky, Curt Meyer
December 25 Scott Johnson, Eston Calixte
LAYREADERS
December 4 Karen Lind
December 11 Linda Olschlager
December 18 Derek Miller
December 24 not needed
December 25 Frank Anderson
COMMUNION ASSISTANTS
December 4 Linda Olschlager, Barb Rising
December 11 Samantha Kimmet, Sandi Kimmet

FLOWERS
December 4 In Memory of Jim Lundstrom
December 11 In Memory of Frank Anderson’s
mother’s birthday, the late LaVern
Anderson, December 15, and in honor of
Frank and Linnea’s son, Bridger and
MISSIONARY SUPPORT
daughter-in-law, Sara, who’s birthdays
November 6 In Honor of Zona Mathison birthday
are December 17 and December 24,
November 13 In Memory of Rick Mathison
respectively
November 20 Open
December 18 Open
November 27 Open
December 25 Open
In Honor of Fern Softing’s 90th
birthday
November 13 Open
November 20 Open
November 27 Frank Anderson’s 65 birthday

MISSIONARY SUPPORT
December 4 Open
December 11 Open
December 18 Open
December 25 Open
Are you willing to be a Lay Reader or Usher? If so, please call LaVonne Black at (701) 2323029 to sign up!
Would you like to provide Missionary Support? Every Sunday is open for Missionary
Support, which is $25.00 and can be given in honor of or in memory of a loved one. If you

Would you like to provide Altar Flowers in honor or memory of a loved one? Even
though potted plants are now placed on the Altar, this does not mean there cannot
be cut flowers given in a person’s honor or memory. If anyone wishes to give
flowers on any given Sunday, simply contact the church office with your request
and Connie will place your order. Dalbol Flowers and Gifts allows Elim to chose the
bouquet colors and purchase both Altar bouquets for around $26.00. If providing
flowers for the Altar, Elim office will order the flower color(s) you request.
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Elim Lutheran Church Council
September 15, 2016, Minutes

Meeting Called By: Ben Lynch, President
Prayers and Devotion: Pastor Paula
Recorder: Cindy Wolslegel, Acting Secretary
MINUTES
Minutes of August, 2016, meeting - approved
Connie wrote a thank you note to the Council for
approving the purchase of the folding machine, stating
it saves her even more time than she expected.
Additions to the Agenda - Eston’s request for Haiti assistance

Attendees Pastor Paula Mehmel, Interim Pastor
Ben Lynch, President
Cindy Wolslegel, Vice-President
Royce Black, Property
Eston Calixte, Property
Victoria Savanh, Witness
Kimberly Kemppanion, Worship & Music

CONSENT AGENDA
Pastor’s Report Pastor Paula will be gone one weekend in November
Treasurer’s Report (enclosed) Note that parking places are now being rented on a 12-month basis, resulting in over $2,000
income per month. An administrative fee of $120 per month is being charged due to purchase of
additional signs and some addition work by secretary.
Learning Committee No report
Worship Committee Discussed wireless mic issues; reminder for ushers during communion; to only excuse one side of
sanctuary at a time when there is only one assistant; revisit worship in the park for next summer;
evidence of some abuse of piano in large fellowship hall so Connie posted a sign on piano;
established settings to be used on Sundays of the month-1st and 3rd setting 8, 2nd and 4th setting
3, 5th setting 10
Property Committee Updates tabled until roofing update
Stewardship Committee No report
Witness Committee No report
Service Committee No report
Nurse’s Report No report
PRIOR BUSINESS
First Sudanese Update
Request for Elim to be fiscal agent for congregation, involves our treasurer to keep books and pay
their 2 or 3 bills each month (John is willing), Pastor Paula has been administering communion for
them and is willing to help with any grant writing needed. She considers this her mission work in
the community and will not be part of her commitment to Elim. Motion for Elim to act as fiscal
agent made by Royce, seconded by Eston. Motion passed.
Parish Relations Committee
Ben will be calling a meeting of the committee soon
Call Committee Update
Pastor Charlie has provided several dates for meetings and members are being polled for
Preferences
Update on telephone/paging/intercom system, Elim website, and Internet exploration Recommend a free 2-week trial use of BridgeElement, which designs and maintains church
websites and provides a content management system. Hosting cost is $29/month, will help with
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Website set-up for no additional fee, 5GB storage, and enables online giving. Funds for this
purpose are already in the administration budget. Council asked hat secretary and Pastor utilize
the trial offering and make a decision at the conclusion of the trial. Initiation of trial period
determined by Connie and Pastor.
Youth/Family Director Search A couple leads, nothing confirmed.
Missionary Update In process of setting up support of a new missionary - this person is known to Trisha.
125th Anniversary RSVP Council asked to complete reservation form if not already turned in.
Roofing Update Roofing business retained pending congregational approval for elease of undesignated funds
totaling $47,000 in previous bequests from Dorothy Peterson, Naomi Larson, and Loreina Graf.
Plans are to get the work done yet this fall, weather permitting.
Restroom Remodel, Nelson Window Update Nelson Windows to begin replacing windows on Monday, September 19 - should take about 1 1/2
weeks. New toilets, sinks, and counters installed in 2 bathrooms and stalls will be replaced before
125th. A larger sign for the handicapped restroom is also being ordered.
Dishwasher has been leaking badly Estimate is $600 to fix it; solenoid valve needs replacing. Needs to be fixed before anniversary.
Motion to authorize up to $1,000 for repairs made by Ben, seconded by Cindy. Motion passed.
NEW BUSINESS
Membership Update As members have been contacted for the picture directory and the anniversary activities,
membership updates have been received and it looks like our membership will be closer to 200,
not specified as baptized for confirmed.
Holiday Schedule Thanksgiving, Advent - discussion about having Thanksgiving service on Tuesday evening to
enable participation in worship and also allow people to celebrate with distant friends/families and/
or prepare for Thursday celebration. Advent services will be on Wednesday eenings, using
Holden Vespers, and Pastor Paula will make soups. Will be looking for help in serving, clean-up,
and other possible offerings.
Security Cameras (not 24/7 live coverage) Current system not working with new computer systems and estimates for upgrades have been
high. Ben will check out systems carried by Costco. Also asking Connie to check for a laptop
dedicated to old system.
Flower Landscaping Custodian would like someone else to take over planting and maintenance of landscaping around
church due to difficulty kneeling and additional time given to parking lot management. Council
opted to table this concern until spring and possibly form a work group or task force to work on
this.
Eston and Haiti Eston is planning a trip to Haiti again this winter and is requesting funds to help pay school tuition
for children or replenish freezers taken over last year. Motion to continue support process same
as last year made by Ben, seconded by Kim. Motion carried.
Next Council meeting: Tuesday, October 11, 2016, at 6:00 p.m. in Large Fellowship Hall
Communion Assistants:

October 2 - Ben Lynch, Derek Miller
October 9 - Kimberly Kemppanion, Eston Calixte

Submitted by, Cindy Wolslegel, Acting Secretary
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Elim Lutheran Church Council
October 11, 2016, Minutes

Meeting Called By: Ben Lynch, President, at 6:09 p.m.
Prayers and Devotion: Pastor Paula
Recorder: Tricia Andring
MINUTES
The minutes of the previous meeting were approved.
The Office Report was read.

Attendees:
Pastor Paula Mehmel, Interim Pastor
Ben Lynch, President
Cindy Wolslegel, Vice President
Tricia Andring, Secretary
John Lindstrom, Treasurer
Ryan Nagel, Witness
Kimberly Kemppanion, Worship & Music
Royce Black, Property
Victoria Savanh, Witness

CONSENT AGENDA
Pastor’s Report (oral report) - Security Meeting - police charge $1,500 to do an
event. October 23rd we will either have someone
from Churches United, a counselor whom Pastor Paula knows, or Pastor Paula to discuss.
- Hally-Bo-Yah - October 29th from 5-8 p.m. This will be a fundraiser also sponsored by
Thrivent Financial.
- Pastor Paula in Uganda January 23rd-February 6 for continuing education
- Pastor Paula will no longer be seeking a full time call. She has decided to stay as interim
pastor. She will be willing to lead us in a discussion regarding out position on same sex
marriage. As Pastor Paula has decided to stay with us, she and the Bishop are
encouraging the call committee to slow down Master Sight profile (MSP) to reflect us
accurately. The suggestion is to not begin work on the MSP until January.
Treasurer’s Report (enclosed) - Concerns over the General Account Fund Balance. How can we gently make people
aware of our current situation? Pastor Paula to do a “Since you asked” in the bulletin.
Learning Committee - No report
Worship Committee (oral report) - Thanksgiving Eve service will be on Tuesday before Thanksgiving. Hoping to catch people
before they leave for the holiday. We will combine with St. Mark’s. Pastor Paula to reach out to
First Sudanese and see if they would like to join us as well. We will also worship together for
Christmas Eve.
- Robyn and Alpha plan to do a double piano music together for both church services.
- Advent Services - We will use Holden Evening Prayer. Pastor Paula will provide meals, she will
need help with clean-up/set-up. 6:00 worship, 6:30 evening meal.
- December 11th, Children’s Program
- October 30th, Reformation Sunday
- November 20th, Confirmation
- November 6th, All Saints’ Sunday - glass bead in water for a memorial
Property Committee - No report
Stewardship Committee - November 13th, “Consecration Sunday”
Witness Committee - No report
Service Committee - No report
Nurse’s Report - No report
All Reports under the “Consent Agenda” were adopted.
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PRIOR BUSINESS
Parish Relations Committee - hoping to be finalized this coming Sunday
Call Committee Update - no report
Update on telephone, computer, and Internet - Websie to go up after 125th. Website design by
BridgeElement. We will have a 2-week trial with them. Rick Andring to meet with Pastor Paula
and Connie as he may be able to assist us with our computer needs.
Restroom Remodel - Window Update - windows done, need erisers on toilets in women’s bathroom
Flower Landscaping - Peggy Haugrud, Kathy Card, and LuAnn Dutt
Holiday Schedule - see Worship notes
Missionary - Tricia will follow up
NEW BUSINESS
Membership Update - table after November
Security Camera - current one is freezing and we cannot update. Connie suggested - Brickhouse
Security. 2 cameras, SD adapters for about $400. No monthly fee. Cameras would be 32GB SD
cards with 20 hours of video. 30 day return policy.
Confirmation Cake - Connie will order
Concordia Concert Tickets - Pastor Paula to find out how many are interested and then order.
Thanksgiving Service/Pie - we will need people to bring pie for the Tuesday service.
Computer (Jim’s e-mail to Pastor) - see prior business for computer information.
Furnace - was not working on Sunday. A couple pieces were not soldered together after their
work this summer. All is working now.
Homeless Distribution - Senior Social work major at NDSU wants to use our space as a
distribution center for her program. This will be a one-time event.
Haiti - will discuss with Eston and see what we can do
Open Discussion
- Annual meeting will be January 22nd after worship. Blizzard make-up to be held February 15.
NEXT COUNCIL MEETING: November 16, 2016, at 6:00 p.m.
Council closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
Council adjourned at 7:37 p.m. by President Ben Lynch.
Submitted by: Tricia Andring, Secretary
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Treasurer’s Report, September, 2016
by John Lindstrom
 The checking account balance is $2,892.10. The balance at the beginning of the year was
$11,423.38. General Account Fund balance is now - $31,686.41. Last month, the General Account
Fund balance was $28,161.33. The current prior debt was reduced by $1,000 to $59,186.83 because
of member contributions. The prior debt is comprised of payables to various dedicated funds.
Income and Expense (9/12 or 75.0% through the year)
 Monthly pledge income was under budget (budget $10,000 vs. $6,863.67)
 Monthly total income was under budget (budget $14,305.23 vs. $9,452.23)
 YTD pledge income is at 62.3% of the budget $120,000
 YTD total income is at 66.1% of the budget $171,663.33
 Received $25 for Missionary Support for a YTD total cost of $350
 Monthly expenses were under budget (budget $15,134.69 vs. $12,977.31)
 YTD expenses are at 74.3% of the budget $181,617.55
 The utility bill for the month was $713.52. Paid $3,000 to fulfill Elim’s obligation to Austin Nelson to
help with his tuition. Paid $791 to upgrade the bathroom lights and $17,000 to start the reroofing of
the church. These expenditures were made from designated funds and not the general fund.
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Theology Pub Night will be held on Thursday, November 10, at 7 p.m. at
Ushers. We will gather in the fine Lutheran tradition of “table talk” for theological
conversation. Your suggestions and input are most appreciated and former Intern
Emily Martin will be joining us.
Being Mortal: Free screening and discussion of the Emmy-nominated PBS FRONTLINE documentary “Being Mortal.” Based on the best-selling book by Dr. Atul Gawande, this film explores the
hopes of patients and families facing terminal illness and their relationships with the doctors, nurses,
and family members who care for them. A panel discussion featuring Dr. Tricia Langlois with Hospice
of the Red River Valley, Dr. Steven Briggs with Sanford Health, and Dr. Walter Johnson with Essentia
Health will follow the screening at Dakota Medical Foundation, on November 15, from 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Pre-registration is required by November 8 because of limited space at (701) 356-1521 or bit.ly/
beingmortalfargo. Sponsored by Hospice of the Red River Valley, Honoring Choices North Dakota,
Essential Health, and Sanford Health.
Homeless and Hungry Awareness Week - November 13-19, 2016
Open Mic Night at the Red Raven, 916 Main Avenue, Fargo, on Thursday, November 17,
from 7-9 p.m. “One Voice” for the Homeless and Hungry.
FM Street Store: Free essentials for those in need on Saturday, November 19, 2016, from 124 p.m. at Elim Lutheran Church. Drop gently used items at NDSU, Community Living Services,
Elim Lutheran Church, and other area churchs. Contact FMHAW16@gmail.com or (701) 7152648 for more information.
Service of Thanksgiving on Tuesday Evening: A combined service of Thanksgiving with Elim Lutheran Church, St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, and First Sudanese
Church will be held on Tuesday evening, November 22, at 7:00 p.m. Everyone is
invited to attend this unique Service of Thanksgiving on a Tuesday evening! We will
be serving pie following worship. There will be a sign-up sheet to bring pies.
December 1 is World AIDS Day, a day that has been celebrated since 1988 as
a day to pray for, support and remember those who are living with HIV/AIDS,
their loved ones, and those who have died. This will be service of sharing and
music, with 2-3 special speakers, a performance by the FM Gay Men's Chorus, and an opportunity to remember those whom we have lost. A free-will offering will support the Minnkota Health Project, a program that provides services to HIV+ individuals in North Dakota, Minnesota, and South Dakota.
World AIDS Day Service
“Positive Voices, Hopeful Songs"
Thursday, December 1 at 7:00 p.m.
St. Mark's Lutheran Church (at Elim)
321 9th Street N., Fargo, ND 58102
Elim Office Hours –
8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. - Tuesday
8:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. - Wednesday thru
Friday

St. Mark’s Office Hours –
9:30 – 4:00 - Tuesday – Friday
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Elim Master Calendar
November, 2016
November 1 – Tuesday
 Happy Hour (women only) AA Group – Noon in the Small Fellowship Hall
 St. Mark’s Church Council meeting – 6:00 p.m.
November 2 - Wednesday
 Living Sober AA Group – 5:30 in the Small Fellowship Hall
 Elim choir rehearsal – 7:15 p.m.
November 3 – Thursday
 Pastor Paula out of office
 AA Group – Noon in the Small Fellowship Hall
November 4 - Friday
 Pastor Paula and Pastor Joe out of office
November 5 - Saturday
 Education & Community Time, Sudanese Lutheran Church – 1:30 p.m.
November 6 - Sunday
 St. Mark’s Coffee Hour – 9:30 a.m. in Large Fellowship Hall
 Elim Worship and Communion Service – 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary
 Elim Coffee Hour – 10:30 a.m. in the Large Fellowship Hall
 Elim Property Committee Meeting – 10:30 in the Large Fellowship Hall
 Family & Friends CPR Class – 11:00 in the Small Fellowship Hall
 St. Mark’s Worship Service – 11:00 a.m.in the Sanctuary
 Family and Friends CPR Class – 11:00 a.m., Small Fellowship Hall
 First Sudanese Worship Service – 1:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary
November 7 - Monday
November 8 - Tuesday
 Pastor Paula out of office
 Happy Hour (women only) AA Group – Noon in the Small Fellowship Hall
November 9 - Wednesday
 Living Sober AA Group – 5:30 in the Small Fellowship Hall
 Elim choir rehearsal – 7:15 p.m.

November 10 – Thursday
 Elim Staff Meeting – 11:00 a.m.
 AA Group – Noon in the Small Fellowship Hall
 Pub and Theology Night – 7:00 p.m. at Ushers
November 11 - Friday
November 12 - Saturday
 Education & Community Time, Sudanese Lutheran Church – 1:30 p.m.
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November 13 - Sunday
 St. Mark’s Coffee Hour – 9:30 a.m. in Large Fellowship Hall
 Elim Worship and Communion Service – 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary (Putz Baptism)
 Elim Coffee Hour – 10:30 a.m. in the Large Fellowship Hall
 St. Mark’s Worship Service – 11:00 a.m.in the Sanctuary
 First Sudanese Worship Service – 1:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary
November 14 – Monday
 Sarah Circle meeting – 10:00 at Sons of Norway
November 15 - Tuesday
 Happy Hour (women only) AA Group – Noon in the Small Fellowship Hall
 Elim Council Meeting – 6:00 p.m.
November 16 – Wednesday
 Babywearing – 9:30 a.m.
 Elizabeth Circle meeting – 10:00 at Sons of Norway
 Living Sober AA Group – 5:30 in the Small Fellowship Hall
 Elim choir rehearsal – 7:15 p.m.
November 17 - Thursday
 AA Group – Noon in the Small Fellowship Hall
 Open Mic Night at the Red Raven, 916 Main Avenue, Fargo - 7-9 p.m.
November 18 - Friday
November 19 – Saturday
 Sandi off
 Street Store – 12-4 p.m., Large Fellowship Hall
 Education & Community Time, Sudanese Lutheran Church – 1:30 p.m.
November 20 - Sunday
 St. Mark’s Coffee Hour – 9:30 a.m. in Large Fellowship Hall
 Elim Worship – 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary
 Elim Coffee Hour – 10:30 a.m. in the Large Fellowship Hall
 St. Mark’s Worship Service – 11:00 a.m.in the Sanctuary
 First Sudanese Worship Service – 1:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary
 Elim Worship & Music Committee Meeting – 7:00 p.m.
November 21 - Monday
 Sandi off

November 22 - Tuesday
 Happy Hour (women only) AA Group – Noon in the Small Fellowship Hall
 Elim, St. Mark’s, First Sudanese Thanksgiving Service – 7:00 p.m. followed by pie and coffee
November 23 - Wednesday
 Living Sober AA Group – 5:30 in the Small Fellowship Hall
 Elim choir rehearsal – 7:15 p.m.
November 24 - Thursday
 Happy Thanksgiving
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November 25 - Friday
November 26 - Saturday
 Education & Community Time, Sudanese Lutheran Church – 1:30 p.m.
November 27 - Sunday
 St. Mark’s Coffee Hour – 9:30 a.m. in Large Fellowship Hall
 Elim Worship – 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary
 Elim Coffee Hour – 10:30 a.m. in the Large Fellowship Hall
 St. Mark’s Worship Service – 11:00 a.m.in the Sanctuary
 First Sudanese Worship Service – 1:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary
November 28 – Monday

November 29 - Tuesday
 Happy Hour (women only) AA Group – Noon in the Small Fellowship Hall
November 30 - Wednesday
 Living Sober AA Group – 5:30 in the Small Fellowship Hall
 Elim choir rehearsal – 7:15 p.m.

Sarah Circle will meet on Monday, November 14, 2016, at the Sons of Norway, at 10:00
a.m.
Elizabeth Circle will meet on Wednesday, November 16, 2016, at the Sons of Norway
at 10:00 a.m.

Would you like to sing in the Elim choir? Everyone is welcome, and you
don’t even need to read music! It’s true, not all of our members read music;
they just listen to what their neighbor is singing and follow that.
This is a good way to serve the Lord with your time and talent, and to add to
the beauty of our worship services here at Elim. If you have any questions,
please feel free to call Robyn at 232-1214, or send an e-mail to
rsvinje@cableone.net, or just catch me during coffee hour on Sunday morning. We’d love to have you
join us!

Elim Lutheran Church
will be hosting
Sheltering Churches from
December 11-18, 2016.
More information to follow.
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