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Elim's Mission 

Statement 

  
"With faith in the 
Triune God, the 
family of Elim 

Lutheran Church 
proclaims the 

Gospel of Jesus 
Christ through 

word and 
sacraments.  In 
our life together 
as a Christian 

congregation, we 
provide a center 
for members and 

community to 
worship and pray; 
to meet and learn; 
to be welcomed, 
nourished, and 

strengthened; to 
rest and be 

comforted; to 
serve; and to go 
forth and witness 

to the world 
through the 

prayerful 
stewardship of our 

resources. 

When my boys were little, I made a very deliberate decision. Their father was a 
chronic alcoholic, who died 3 ½ years ago from that awful disease, and I really 
wanted them to make better choices with their lives. I was aware of the statistics 
and facts. I knew that alcoholism has strong family links and someone can be 
genetically predisposed to it. I also knew that if a person develops an unhealthy 
relationship with alcohol, and becomes addicted, they actually remain the 
emotional age that they were when they first started to drink and I really wanted 
my boys to delay that first introduction as long as possible. 
 
As a result I made a deal with my boys. I told them that if they lived Godly, 
righteous lives and made good choices and decisions, that they would each get to 
pick anywhere in the world after they graduated, I would take them on a trip there 
and teach them how to travel. And I put away money every month, for years, 
figuring it was the best investment possible in the future of my sons. 
 
My older son, Duncan, picked what he described as 
“the grand tour” and we spent a glorious month in 
Europe, when I was between calls, where I taught 
him all of the tricks of backdoor travel—how to get 
off the beaten track, meet real natives of a country 
and not just be a tourist. How to really have an 
adventure. 
 
Ian had a different kind of adventure in mind. Ever since he was a little boy, we 
always watched the Olympics together. It was a huge part of our bonding as 
mother and son. In fact, several years back, we waited with baited breath to find 
out if Chicago would get the 2016 Olympics because I told the boys if they did, we 
would try to go to at least one event, since I had always dreamed of going to an 
Olympics. 
 
Well, that must have stuck in Ian’s mind, because when it came time for him to 
select his trip, he chose the Rio Olympics—allowing me to check two items off my 
bucket list—a trip to the Olympics and my sixth continent. 
 
So for the last year, I have been preparing for this trip.  I secured lodging over a 
year ago (I was unaware that there would be such negative publicity that it would 
be easy to find good lodging) and began my search for tickets. We were able to 
get quite a few—including my favorites—swimming finals the night Michael Phelps 
will try for 2 gold medals, gold medal canoeing, and diving finals. I am so excited 
to leave for Rio on August 5 for this once-in-a-lifetime trip with Ian before he 
leaves for college (2 days after we return home!) 
 
I’m sharing this story for two reasons First, because I want you to pray for us and 
our safety during this trip (I’m not overly worried but one would be foolish not to be 
aware of concerns), as well as keeping an eye out for us at Olympic events. 

Thoughts From the Pastor  
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But there is a second reason.  When the boys were little, I decided to invest in their future. It took time 
and deliberate effort, but I knew that in the end, they would benefit and so would I, both by giving them a 
reason to make good choices and by getting to go on a grand adventure with each child alone. 
 
125 years ago, the founding members of this congregation also made a bold decision to invest not only 
in their future, but in yours as well. By planting this congregation, and by making the necessary 
sacrifices, they were able to lay the ground work for where we are today. Those members of course 
benefitted from that choice, but they also looked forward. Their choices led Elim to where it is today. 
 
And today, as members, you are faced with similar choices. Are you going to be deliberate in investing 
in the future of this congregation?  Not merely resting on the laurels of 125 years of ministry, but looking 
forward to ways you can benefit not just yourselves but those that come after you?   
 
During this time of interim you will have chance to think about who you are as a congregation 
and who you want to be in the future.  What are your dreams, your hopes, and what is your 
mission?  What are you going to do now, in terms of personal investment, to make that vision a 
reality, both as an individual member of this church and as a whole congregation, not just now, 
but into the future? 
 
The prophet Jeremiah shared God’s vision, as he was speaking to a nation at a time of 
transition, writing “For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for welfare 
and not for harm, to give you a future with hope.” (Jer. 29:11)  
 
God has plans for Elim, too, but like the people of Israel, you need to decide what you are going 
to invest in that plan, looking not just today, but to that future. I am excited to see what God can 
and will do amongst you in this time, as you lay the groundwork for the future. 
 
Peace, Pastor Paula                

Since You Asked . . .  

 
     What is the procedure for parish visitation to those in care facilities and the home 
bound and does everyone receive monthly Communion?  The pastor and the Faith 
Community Nurse (FCN) have divided all of the members who are homebound and in care 
facilities so that everyone on the list receives a monthly visit with the option of Communion if 
they wish from either the pastor or parish nurse.  They communicate with each other to 
make sure this happens and keep records between them.  One of the reasons we have team ministry is 
to share this vital part of our parish outreach.  If there are specific needs of with you are aware, please 
let Pastor Paula or Sandi know and they will reach out to offer care and visitation as is appropriate and 
desired by the member.  Obviously, because of the nature of ministry and the paramount importance of 
confidentiality, there are things that pastors and Faith Community Nurses cannot share, nor should they, 
and roles that are specific to goth a pastor and FCN, (for example, Pastor Paula wouldn’t take a blood 
pressure and Sandi won’t be doing pre-marital counseling or funerals), but both Pastor Paula and Sandi 
are committed to the needs of members of Elim and to responding when there has been a request for 
care and open to reaching in whatever way possible. 
     Do we still have a Good Samaritan Fund?  Yes, Elim still has a Good Samaritan Fund, which is 
used to help people who have small, short term needs that we can help with - whether it is to help with 
gas vouchers, diapers, small contributions to a utility bill, or help with an unexpected expense.  Pastor 
Paula administers the fund, keeps track of who is using it, as well as making sure that the individual has 
exhausted all available help at places like Central Cities Ministry and other resources provided by the 
Help Line, and uses her discretion to discern both the legitimacy and the immediacy of the need.  It is a 
way that Elim lives out the call of Jesus, who tells us that when we feed the hungry, cloth the naked, or 
attend to the needs to of the last, the lost, and the least, we are ministering to him.  If you wish to 
support the fund, make a check out to Elim, indicating that it is for the Good Samaritan Fund. 
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Would you like to sing in the Elim choir?  Everyone is 
welcome, and you don’t even need to read music!  It’s true, not all 
of our members read music; they just listen to what their neighbor 
is singing and follow that. 
 
There is really an esprit de corps in the choir and you would enjoy 
being a part of it.  We rehearse once a week on Wednesday 
evening at 7:15 for one hour.  We meet for the first time this 
season on Wednesday, September 7th, and will sing during the 

service on Sunday, September 11th (Rally Day).   (We will be singing something easy, since we only 
have that one rehearsal.) 
 
We will be welcoming our new director, Joshua Johnson, that evening.  He is a graduate student in 
choral conducting at NDSU, where he will be training with some of the region’s top choral directors.  
He graduated from the University of Mary with a major in vocal performance and loves to sing.  We 
hear he is also an accomplished pianist.  We have a lot of good music to look forward to! 
 
This is a good way to serve the Lord with your time and talent, and to add to the beauty of our worship 
services here at Elim.  If you have any questions, please feel free to call Robyn at 232-1214, or send 
an e-mail to rsvinje@cableone.net, or just catch me during coffee hour on Sunday morning.  We’d love 
to have you join us! 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 

 
Sarah Circle will meet on Monday, September 12, 2016, at the Sons of Norway, at 9:30 a.m. 

Elizabeth Circle will meet at 9:30 a.m., on Wednesday, September 21, at the Sons of Norway.  
Jean Berg will be the study leader. 

SAVE THE DATE!!!  Elim Lutheran Church Women Communion Gathering will take place on 
Saturday, September 10, at 9:30 a.m. in the Small Fellowship Hall.  Coordinator is Shirley Slusher, 
with Cindy Wolslegal, Dianne Clark, Barb Rising, and Lou Foley as hostesses.   

 
Elim Lutheran Church received a thank 

you certification from Luther Seminary for 
helping prepare leaders for Christian 

communities by providing tuition support 
for Robert Nelson during the 2015-20216 

academic year.   
 

Thank you to all for your donations for 
making this happen for Robert! 

 
 

 
Elim Lutheran Church  

will be hosting  
Sheltering Churches 

from  
December 11-18, 2016.   

More information to 
follow. 

Elim volunteers are needed at the Emergency Food Pantry for the week of August 1 to 5.  
Shifts are from 9-12 and 1-4, but if you are able to work only for an hour or 2 instead of a com-
plete shift, that would be appreciated.  If you have questions, please call Linda Olschlager at 
(701) 371-3597 or Christina at the Emergency Food Pantry at (701) 237-9337.  Thank you! 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=sheltering+churches+fargo+moorhead+logo&view=detailv2&&id=78D2170956F612FC77368BA1A16C87ECEC07B861&selectedIndex=0&ccid=Agd0i%2fvG&simid=608017991174848694&thid=OIP.M0207748bfbc67da15f81d6570a9a2f28o0
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The Big Story  

August Narrative Lectionary 
  
During the month of August we will be spending time in the Old Testament book of Job except when 

there is pulpit supply, when we will use the common lectionary. In case you miss a Sunday 
here are the texts we will be hearing during the next several weeks. 
  
July 31 - Job 3:1-10 4:1-9, 7:11-21- With Friends Like This, Who Needs Enemies  

After Job experiences all of his losses, his friends stop by to comfort him, but end up offering useless 
platitudes. The question it raises for us is how do we react to suffering—both ourselves and someone 
else’s? Are we honest or do we say only what we think we should say? Job’s laments invite us to 
reflect on how we respond to those who are walking through grief and suffering. 
 
August 7 -  Luke 12:32-40  Pulpit Supply—Where Your Treasure is, There is Your Heart 
 
August 14 - Luke 122:49-56 Pulpit Supply—The Mission of Jesus in the World 
 
August 21 - Job 14:7-15 19:23-27—I Know that My Redeemer Lives! 
 In the depths of despair, Job experiences moments of inexplicable hope, knowing that God will hear 
him and answer. He bases this assurance on God who was his hope in ages past. It is a reminder that 
though weeping may last the night, joy comes in the morning, which is key to living in faith.  
 
August 28 - Job 31:35-37; 38:1-11—God Speaks out of the Whirlwind 
After Job has complained to God, God responds by essentially saying “Who do you think you are and 
where were you when I made the world.” In the midst of our struggles with understanding the world, 
sometimes it is good to be reminded that God is God and we are not. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Are You Interested in a Bible Study or a Theology Pub Night? 
 

In September, I would love to start a weekly noon Bible Study, where interested people would meet at 
a local restaurant over their lunch and talk about the upcoming week’s texts. We would explore it, ask 
questions about it, and lay the groundwork for the next week’s sermon. I am also interested in having a 
twice a month or once a month gathering at a local pub to talk about theology, questions of faith, and 
how to connect our faith with our lives. If either of these ideas interest you, please contact me and we 
will try to get them going. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

ATTENTION THRIVENT MEMBERS 
 

Thrivent for Lutherans has a new program called “Thrivent Action Teams.”  Any Thrivent member can 
apply for a Visa Impact card of $250 to use for seed money for a fundraiser or service project. 
 
A member can apply twice during a calendar year.  If both husband and wife are members, they can each apply 
for the card. The card has to be used within 90 days of receiving it.  I recently applied for a card to use for 
supplies for our God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday and it took me about 5 minutes.   
  
Some other suggestions to use impact money for are: supplies for May Bash, diapers and nonfood items for the 
Food Pantry, meat supplies for Food Pantry Holiday baskets, winter gear for Homeless Shelter occupants, school 
kit supplies, personal care kit supplies, Sheltering Church Supplies, food supplies for church dinners, items for 
the nursery or church kitchen, supplies for WELCA events, etc. The list is endless. 
 
I would like to create a list of Elim’s Thrivent members. Please contact the Church office if you are a member and 
are interested in applying for an Impact Card. I can show you how to apply online if you need help. This is a great 
opportunity to serve our congregation and community.  
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Nurse Notes  

Submitted by Sandi Kimmet BSN, RN,FCN 
 

August is National Immunization Awareness Month!  It is important to know the facts and to 
vaccinate to protect yourself and others.  Vaccines are NOT just for kids!  The recommended schedule 
for vaccinations is updated each year by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).  A 
schedule will be available at the health board for you to look at.  It’s important for ages 0-18 to get the 

immunizations as scheduled and to be prepared to return to school.  For 
those who require a delay, pediatricians will follow and will work with parents 
to get “caught up” with others in that age range.  Those at age 12 do require 
updates to be done.  Those going off to college should receive updates and 
also the Meningoccal vaccination.  Adults-staying up to date on your 
vaccinations is also important.  You aren’t done with vaccinations yet.  Talk 

with your health care provider about any that you may be needing this year.  I urge you to consider to 
vaccinate for shingles, pneumonia, and influenza if over age 60.  Most health insurance plans pay 
100% of the cost of vaccines. 
 
Let’s not forget that the influenza vaccine for 2016-2017 will be available soon.  All those over the age 
of 6 months should be getting the vaccination! 
 
It’s back to school time!  For those returning to classes from preschool to college - have fun, learn lots, 
and find the joy in learning.  Those backpacks can get heavy.  Be sure to wear the straps over both 
shoulders!  This will evenly distribute the weight and help you to carry the load inside easier.  It puts 
less pressure on one shoulder and reduces the risk of injury to a shoulder or upper back.  Parents - 
every once in a while, weigh that backpack before it gets opened up.  Check how much your child is 
carrying.  Help them to readjust the weight and to care for self. 
 
For those of us who are not attending formal schooling - let us remain vigilant of those walking, biking, 
running, riding buses and cars to and from the schools.  Be alert!!  Give lots of room on the road.  Be 
certain you follow the laws regarding driving in a school area and follow the speed carefully. 
 
Powerful Tools for Caregivers course is coming September.  Many caregivers don ’t label 
themselves as such, they instead say “this is my spouse,” “I am a daughter or son,” “I am a grandchild,”  
“I am a parent of,” or “I just help out my neighbor.”  Even providing rides to the store or the clinic is a 
role of a caregiver.  It can be the most rewarding and the most challenging role we can ever take on.  It 
can be exhausting and exhilarating as well.  Just like in the airplanes when the steward/stewardess 
gives instructions...it is vitally important that you do self-care in order to care for another. One attendee 
responded, “This class helped me to see that I am not selfish when I need help to do something or want 
to go out to do something.”  Another said, “I learned that I am important too and that it is okay to have 
help in keeping my parent at home.”  A third just sent a message back, “We had a family meeting.  I 
was able to let them know what I needed from them for support so that I could continue providing the 
necessary care here at home.  It was hard but this course helped me to be able to speak and to be 
heard.”  If you are at home reading this, and you are feeling overwhelmed with your caregiving and are 
concerned that you may not have enough energy left, you need to attend this class.  Contact Sandi and 
she will mail a registration brochure to you. 
 

 

Did you know… 
…that Bethany Retirement Living offers Basic Care in the Towers at Bethany on University?  Basic 
Care offers services similar to Assisted Living but is available to those with limited financial resources, 
and qualified for     Medical Assistance.  Falling between Assisted Living and Skilled Nursing Care, 
Basic Care could be the perfect option for many people who are trying to determine what level of care 
is right for them.  To find out more, contact Bethany Retirement Living at 701.239.3439. 
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Memorials 

 

Undesignated 
In loving memory of Per and Thea 

Person and Ing (IH) and Elma Person, 
by Dr. and Mrs. Don Person 

August Birthdays 

8/01 Steven Hoiberg 
8/02 Wyatt Leininger 
8/05 Paul Hanson 
8/06 Richard Andring 
8/07 Ashley Leininger 
8/08 Brian Vargas 
8/09 Lisa Bickler 
 Beth Wolslegel 
8/13 Hailey Miller 
8/14 Kristi Donovan 
8/16 Nathaniel Dutt 
8/17 Kimberly Olschlager 
8/18 Emalee Lewis 
8/20 Colton Turner 
8/21 Shirley Slusher 
8/23 Jaxon Keller 
8/24 Donald Lewis 
 Nelson Rheault 
8/25 Paul Dutt 
8/26 Samantha Heimark 
 Derek Johnson 
8/29 Jack Davies 
8/31 Lily Lupu 

 
Elim 125

th
 Anniversary  

Celebration Weekend 

 
Watch your mailboxes! The week-
end schedule and registration/order 
form for the Elim 125

th 
Anniversary 

Celebration Weekend will be mailed 
soon. Saturday, October 15

th,
 is the 

open house at Elim and dinner at 
the Sons of Norway. Sunday, Octo-
ber 16

th,
 is a Celebration and Com-

munion Service followed by a ca-
tered brunch. We are requesting the 
registration/order form to be re-
turned by September 16

th
.  We hope 

you will be able to attend these spe-
cial events. 

No words can express how thankful Elim 
Lutheran Church is to its many volunteers 
and those who share their talents on a dai-
ly, weekly, monthly basis.  You are so ap-
preciated! 
 

Volunteers are seldom paid; not because 
they are worthless, but because they are 

PRICELESS!!! 

A note with regards to the above Memorial--- I visited Elim on Father’s 

Day, June 19, while in Fargo for my 60th high school reunion.  My father’s family joined Elim 100 years 
ago, my parents were married at Elim (1932) and I was baptized (1938) and confirmed (1962).  The 
enclosed gift given to the Glory of God in memory of my parents and grandparents:  Per and Thea 
Person and Ing (IH) and Elma Person.  Blessings, Dr. and Mrs. Don Person.  Aloha!  On a more per-
sonal note - it was a joy to visit Elim one last time!  I enjoyed meeting Zona Mathison and to connect 
with Pastor Luther Anderson.  I so enjoyed chatting with Ron Anderson!  I was touched by his memo-
ries of my Dad, Ing!  It brought back a flood of wonderful memories.  Thanks to Jennifer Rheault who 
took the few things I brought from previous Elim anniversaries (50th, 75th, etc.).  Thank you, Jennifer, 
for returning me to the Holiday Inn!  Blessings, Don Person 
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USHERS/GREETERS  
August 7 Derek Miller  
August 14 Curt Meyer 
August 21 Barb Rising 
August 28 Jennifer Rheault 
 
LAYREADERS  
August 7 Sandi Kimmet 
August 14 Karen Lind 
August 21 Zona Mathison 
August 28 Derek Miller 
 
COMMUNION ASSISTANTS  

August 7 Cindy Wolslegel 
August 14 Ben Lynch 
 
FLOWERS  
August 7 Open 
August 14 Open 
August 21 Open 
August 28 Open 
 
MISSIONARY SUPPORT  
August 7 Open 
August 14 Open 
August 21 Open 
August 28 Open 
 
 
 

USHERS/GREETERS  
September 4  Eston Calixte 
September 11  Open  
September 18  Open 
September 25  Open 
 
LAYREADERS  
September 4  Open 
September 11  Open 
September 18  Open 
September 25  Open 
 
COMMUNION ASSISTANTS  

September 4  Open 
September 11  Open 
 

FLOWERS  
September 4  Open 
September 11  Rally Day (Robyn Vinje) 
September 18  Open 
September 25  Open 
 
MISSIONARY SUPPORT  
September 4  Open 
September 11  Open 
September 18  Open 
September 25  Open 

Serving at Sunday Services 

Would you like to provide Altar Flowers in honor or memory of a loved one?  Even 
though potted plants are now placed on the Altar, this does not mean there cannot 
be cut flowers given in a person’s honor or memory.  If anyone wishes to give 
flowers on any given Sunday, simply contact the church office with your request 
and Connie will place your order. Dalbol Flowers and Gifts allows Elim to chose the 
bouquet colors and purchase both Altar bouquets for around $26.00. If providing 
flowers for the Altar, Elim office will order the flower color(s) you request.   

Are you willing to be a Lay Reader or Usher this summer? If so, Please call  
LaVonne  Black at (701) 232-3029 to sign up!  

 
 
Would you like to provide Missionary Support?  Every Sunday is open for Missionary 
Support, which is $25.00 and can be given in honor of or in memory of a loved one.  If 
you would like to help with this ministry,  please contact the Elim office.  
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Decade at a Glance 

Submitted by Robert Littlefield and the Centennial Planning Committee 
 

(The following article was read by Mrs. Wm. [Doris] Anderson at our “DECADE-AT-A-GLANCE” Sun-
day, October 6, 1991.) 
 
 The tenth, and final decade, of Elim’s first one hundred years began in 1981 and continued 
through 1990.  The following headlines taken from The Fargo Forum help to characterize what was 
happening in the world during this time period. 
 
 The decade began with the return of the hostages from Iran in 1981.  President Ronald Reagan 
was wounded in an assassination attempt.  The space shuttle Columbia completed its first flight, and 
Lady Di and Prince Charles were wed. 
 
 Sandra Day O’Connor was named first woman to the Supreme Court and President Reagan 
fired 12,000 federal air traffic controllers.  In January of 1982, Hector Airport recorded a wind chill read-
ing of 98 degrees below zero.  Many flights were cancelled that day. 
 
 In 1982, Barney Clark became the first recipient of an artificial heart.  In 1983, two US marshals 
were killed in a Medina, ND, shootout.  Later that year, Sally Ride became the first woman to go into 
space aboard the Challenger. 
 
 In 1984, the average price of a new single-family home broke into 6 figures, going up to 
$101,000.  The number of new sales fell off for the third month in a row.  It was decided that the US 
would admit thousands of Vietnamese children fathered by GIs. 
 
 Mikael Gorbachev was chosen to lead the Soviets following the death of Soviet leader Cher-
nenko.  Later in 1985, the US became a debtor nation for the first time since 1914.  Roger Maris dies of 
cancer in December of 1985. 
 
 The Challenger exploded in 1986 while a horrified nation watched.  All seven on board died.  
Marcos left the Phillipines and Corizon Aquino came into office.  In Russia, the Chernoble accident re-
leased deadly radiation over the region.  The first indication came when monitoring stations in Sweden 
reported abnormally high radioactivity levels. 
 
 In 1987, huge crowds attended the Billy Graham Crusade in Fargo at the NDSU Stadium.  Lat-
er that summer, the Minnesota Twins won the World Series.  George Bush and Dan Quayle were 
elected President and Vice President in 1988.  George Sinner was elected North Dakota Governor 
over George Mallberg. 
 
 The largest oil spill occurred in the Gulf of Alaska when the Exxon tanker, Valdez, ran aground 
in 1989.  In the fall of 1989, the communist bloc in Eastern Europe lost its hold on the people, flooding 
the west with people seeking freedom.  The borders were opened for the first time in nearly 25 years.  
The Cold War, as many Americans had known it, had ended. 
 
 The most recent decade of Elim’s history has been focused on reaching goals and celebrating 
the lives of Elim’s members.  In 1981, Elim celebrated its 90th birthday with the creation of a cookbook 
that has since become a valuable artifact of some of Elim’s best cooks over the years. 
 
 Pastor Young served throughout most of the decade.  Upon his retirement in 1989, Pastor Da-
vid Carlson accepted the call to Elim. 
 
 The E-100 Project was successfully completed, adding a new narthex area and an elevator to 
the front of the church.  Chairman Gordon Johnson led the committee that planned the addition and  
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Decade at a Glance (continued) 
 
Raised significant funds quite quickly from nearly all of Elim’s members to complete the project ahead 
of schedule.  A new public address system was installed, storm windows were put on the main church 
and education building windows, and an energy audit was conducted to help Elim save resources. 
 
 New tables were purchased for fellowship hall.  Through special funds from the Foundation, 
remodeling and various improvements were made to the Elim property throughout the decade.  The 
church office acquired computer equipment and a VCR and monitor were purchased. 
 
 The ELCW continued its activities with several of Elim’s women serving in leadership roles for 
the district, including:  Phyllis Young, Barbara Rising, and Cindy Wolslegel. 
 
 Efforts were made during this decade to focus on Elim’s youth and ways to keep them more 
actively involved in the life of the church.  Sunday School and Vacation Bible School activities contin-
ued, with several cooperative ventures with the youth of St. Mark’s  Church.  Several bible study clas-
ses were conducted during the decade by both Pastor Young and Pastor Carlson. 
 
 Hand chimes were added to the musical offerings of Elim in 1985.  Harold Foley started a sen-
ior hand chimes choir.  Barb Vargas worked with the youth hand chime choir.  The Senior Choir per-
formed special cantatas and programs annually. 
 
 Pastor Young and the Church Council developed an emphasis for stewardship in an effort to 
sustain a budget despite a decline in members.  Many hours by the Finance Committees over the 
years have kept Elim’s budget balanced and her programs in place.  Elim continued to support the 
Food Pantry and became an active participant in the CWS/CROP Walk for Hunger.  Support for mis-
sionaries and refuges continued throughout the decade with leadership from Florence Ryland and 
Blanche Monson, to name only a few.  The Lutheran Church in America became a part of the new 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America in 1988, placing the Elim congregation in a new district. 
 
 The last four years of the decade saw the emergence of the Centennial Committee, whose pur-
pose was to prepare for the 100th anniversary of Elim’s founding.  The celebration we have been expe-
riencing over these past ten months have been the product of this committee and the efforts of many 
others in the congregation.  It is their hope that you have enjoyed celebrating the past.  Now we must 
look ahead to the next one hundred years. 
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- Save the Date  - Churches United for the Homeless Community Picnic and Celebration will be held 
on Thursday, August 11th, from 4:30 to 7:30 p.m. at Gooseberry Park Large Picnic Shelter, 100-22nd 
Avenue South, Moorhead. 
  
- Vacation?  For some, this is home.  For many families, camping is an exciting tradition.  But 
for other families, their goal is a solid roof over their heads.  Please make a donation to provide individ-
uals and families with the support they need.  For more information, contact Churches United for the 
Homeless, 1901-1st Ave. No., Moorhead, MN.  
 

- The National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI) Connection Support Group meets the 2nd, 4th 
& 5th Thursdays from 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. at Christ the King Lutheran Church located at 1900 14th 
Street South in Moorhead. This group is a recovery support group for adults with mental illnesses re-
gardless of their diagnosis. All are peer led by trained individuals who understand the challenges we 
face. It is a flexible and casual environment. All meets are free and no registration or enrollment obliga-
tion is recovered. For more information call Marian at (218) 443-5286.  
 
- The NAMI Family Support Group takes place the 2nd Thursday of each month from 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. 
at the Christ the King Lutheran Church in Moorhead. It offers family and friends of individuals living 
with a mental illness an opportunity to meet with others who share their concerns, to compare experi-
ences and to learn form each other. Registration is not required for this free meeting. Call Denise at 
(218) 443-0161 for more information.  
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

- RedHawks Game:  As a Church, Elim members will be attending the 
Fargo Moorhead RedHawks game on August 31.  Please let Connie know 
by August 4 if you wish to attend.  Thrivent will be going on August 9th and 
they will need to know who will be attending by Tuesday, July 19.  If you 
have any questions, you may contact the Elim office.  
 
 

- God’s Work Our Hands:  Sunday, September 11, is God’s Work Our Hands Sunday.  If you are 
someone who needs assistance with completing yard work or outdoor chores, please contact the Elim 
office by September 1, to sign up for assistance in these areas. 
 
 
Want to share your computer talents?  Do you have computer skills you 
would like to volunteer to Elim?  If anyone has the gift of working with com-
puters, web development, and smaller computer issues, and would like to volun-
teer their time to help Elim’s computers, please      contact the Elim office.  Thank 
you - your talents would be greatly appreciated!  
 

Elim Office Hours –  
 
     8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. - Tuesday 
     8:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. - Wednesday thru  
  Friday  
 

St. Mark’s Office Hours –  
 
     9:30 – 4:00 - Tuesday – Friday 
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Elim Lutheran Church Council  - June, 2016 Minutes 

Meeting Called  By: Ben Lynch at 6:00 p.m. 

Prayers and Devotion: Pastor Paula Mehmel 

Recorders:  Cindy Wolslegel and Tricia Andring 
  
MINUTES 

The minutes of the previous meeting were approved. 
The Office Report was read. 
 

CONSENT AGENDA 

All Reports under the “Consent Agenda” were adopted. 
 
PRIOR BUSINESS 

First Sudanese Update: 
Committee Meetings 
Salvation Army Summer Feeding Program 
Harassment Policy 
 Ben Lynch motioned to accept the harassment policy.  Victoria Savanh 2nd.  Motion carries. 
Parish Relations Committee 
Develop Church Use Policy 
 Pastor Paula will bring to the next Council meeting 
Property Committee Update for June 
 See attached report. 
Call Committee Update 
 First meeting of the Call Committee did not happen due to bad communication.  Will reschedule 
and make sure that the date is in the bulletin and calendar, and that members of the Call Committee are 
either e-mailed or called for a reminder of the meeting. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 

Folding machine/telephone system 
 Pastor Paula will ask Connie to research folding machine information and telephone system 
information to bring before the Council at our next meeting.  Telephone system and hardware needs to 
be updated as the current system does not indicate when a line is busy.  Update also needed to provide 
pastor and nurse with a secure line for confidentiality.  We could also use a voicemail system. 
Church policies 
 See church use policy above 
Youth position 
 Changing position to “director of youth and family ministries.”  This will be an intern position so 
that we can use fund from the intern fund while we do not have a pastoral intern. 
Sandi Kimmet - presentation on building safety 
 Sandi was not present at the council meeting.  However, she supplied information on installing a 
panic button in case of emergencies.  See attached.  She researched 18 different companies and the 
one presented to the council she felt gave us the best deal.  She proposed we purchase a 2 button 
wireless system (one for the office and one for the narthex) with connections to 5 computers.  There will 
also be a monthly fee for the computer service to contact the police.  Kim motioned to accept Sandi’s 
request.  Eston seconded motion.  Motion carries. 
Door security - it was suggested that we lock the west door (door by the offices) during worship times as 
anyone can come into the building.  There was concern about some of our older choir members needing 
access to that door.  Kim will bring the idea to the choir and see what they think about the west door 
being locked.  During the week, we need to make sure the south doors are locked.  Connie and Pastor 
Paula will follow up with the AA groups to make sure only west door is being opened.  If needed, they 
can open the south door for handicap access.  Also send friendly reminders to St. Mark’s and First 
Sudanese.   

Attendees: 
Pastor Paula Mehmel, Interim Pastor 
Ben Lynch, President 
Cindy Wolslegel, Vice President 
Tricia Andring, Secretary 
John Lindstrom, Treasurer 
Royce Black, Property 
Eston Calixte, Property 
Victoria Savanh, Witness 
Kimberly Kemppanion, Worship & Music 
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Elim Church Council Minutes, June, 2016 (continued) 
 
Tricia suggested that it is important for all members of the congregation to know some basic safety 
information.  Pastor Paula will contact police to create meeting in fall for a “safety discussion.”  All will be 
invited to attend. 
RedHawks Game 
 August 9th is the date Thrivent will be going.  Are we interested in going with them?  Pastor Paula 
will send out an email with some potential dates. 
God’s Work Our Hands Sunday Event 
 God’s Work Our Hands Sunday is September 11th.  It was suggested we do something for the first 
responders in the area.  Decided that many other area congregations will be supporting them for that 
Sunday.  Decided that we will collect coats/hats/mittens to have in the office for those who need those 
items in the winter.  Monetary donations will go to the Good Samaritan fund. 
Need New Missionary 
 Tricia knows someone who is a missionary in Africa.  Will see if he needs a congregation to 
support him.  If not, we will contact the synod to find someone. 
Pulpit Supply Host 
 Need hosts for July 10th and 24th, and August 7th and 14th.  Royce volunteered LaVonne Black 
to be the host for those dates. 
 
OPEN DISCUSSION 

 Hymnals fitting in hymnal racks.  Will have two ELW books in each rack and a book cart available 
if someone is in need of more. 
 
NEXT COUNCIL MEETING July 12th, 2016, in the Small Fellowship Hall at 6:00 p.m. 
 
Communion Assistants:  July 3rd-Eston Calixte July 10th-Ben Lynch 
 
Council closed with the Lord’s Prayer 
 
Council adjourned at 8:19 p.m. by President Ben Lynch. 
 
Submitted by:  Tricia Andring, Secretary 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Treasurer’s Report 
by John Lindstrom 

 The checking account balance is $718.79.  The balance at the beginning of the year was $11,423.38.  
General Account Fund balance is now $24,538.31.  Last month the General Account balance was 
$23,616.55.  The current prior debt is $60,186.83 (which is comprised of payables to various 
dedicated funds.) 

Income and Expense (6/12 or 50% through the year) 
 Monthly pledge income was under budget (budget $10,000 vs. $8,141.67) 
 Monthly total income was under budget (budget $14,305.23 vs. $13,359.98) 
 YTD pledge income is at 42.0% of the budget $120,000 
 YTD total income is at 40.9% of the budget $171,663.33 
 Received $1,000 from St. Marks and $400 from First Sudanese for cost sharing 
 Received $100 for Missionary Support for a YTD total cost of $250 
 Monthly expenses were under budget (budget $15,134.69 vs. $14,281.74) 
 YTD expenses are at 52.2% of the budget $181,617.55 
 The utility bill for the month was $550.85.  Paid $1,500 for the administrative assistant search.  

$2,589.40 was paid from the Loriena Graf 2 fund for kitchen light replacement.  Also paid $2,700 from 
various funds for 1/2 of the air conditioning repair. 
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Attendees: 
Pastor Paula Mehmel, Interim Pastor 
Ben Lynch, President 
Cindy Wolslegel, Vice President 
Tricia Andring, Secretary 
John Lindstrom, Treasurer 
Ryan Nagel, Witness 
Kimberly Kemppanion, Worship & Music 
 

Elim Lutheran Church Council  - July, 2016 Minutes 

Meeting Called  By: Ben Lynch at 6:09 p.m. 

Prayers and Devotion: Pastor Paula Mehmel 

Recorders:  Tricia Andring 
  
MINUTES 

The minutes of the previous meeting were approved. 
The Office Report was read. 
 

CONSENT AGENDA 

Pastors Report 

 Pastor Paula asked that the synod change her status from actively looking for a call to passively 
looking for a call. 

 Pastor Paula will begin working with us to discover what is good and what we should be proud of.  
Said she will be our “cheerleader.’ 

 
Property Report 

 Painting of the sanctuary and fellowship hall went over budget.  Leftover funds from the kitchen 
lighting will be used to cover this expense. 

 
All Reports under the “Consent Agenda” were adopted. 
 
PRIOR BUSINESS 

First Sudanese Update 

 Pastor Paula attended service, continues to work on building relationships. 
St. Marks 

 Actively looking for a building 
Parish Relations Committee 
 Still in process 
Call Committee Update 
 Still trying to schedule a meeting 
Church Use Policy 
 Tricia made a motion to accept the church use policy.  Kim seconded the motion.  Motion carries 

unanimously. 
Update on folding machine (recycle?), communication exploration 
 Connie did some research on folding machings and thought there were all rather expensive.  Kim 

will follow up with Connie on folding machine. 
 Received quot3es from various internet/phone carriers.  Tricia and Ben to look at quotes and bring 

recommendations to the council. 
Website Update 
 Advertise in bulletin for volunteers. 
RedHawks Game 
 August 31st for Elim, or attend with Thrivent on August 9th 
Youth Director Search 
 Job description finalized and starting to advertise 
Missionary 
 Tricia’s former Pastor, Michael Fonner, is a missionary in Nairobi, Kenya.  She contacted him to 

see if he needed congregational support.  He responded that he would love our support and want-
ed us to be aware that he will only be a missionary for another 2-4 years and that congregations 
are required to pay for home visits.  Home visits are not required for missionaries and it is nice to 
have someone in the congregation with a personal connection.  It was decided we would pursue 
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Elim Church Council Minutes, July, 2016 (continued) 
 
 supporting Michael Fonner in his ministry if we receive synod approval. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 

Facebook 
 Kim is working with Connie to get things updated. 
 
Dog Allergies 
 Many in the congregation suffer from dog allergies.  It was asked that people not bring their dogs to 

church. 
 
Dress down/spruce up Sunday 
 September 11 is Rally Sunday and God’s Work Our Hands Sunday.  It is suggested that we suggest 

people to dress more casually and help with cleaning the church or helping clean homes of those in 
need.  Council to organize a potluck.  Future Youth and family director to organize activities for young-
er members.  Women’s group to organize cleaning of the church. 

 
Open Discussion 
 
NEXT COUNCIL MEETING:  Wednesday, August 17, 2016, in the Small Fellowship Hall at 6:00 p.m. 
 
Communion Assistants: August 7th-Cindy Wolslegel  August 14th-Ben Lynch 
 
Council closed with the Lord’s Prayer 
Council adjourned at 7:27 p.m. by President Ben Lynch 
 
Submitted by:  Tricia Andring, Secretary 
 
 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

The Other Side 
 

A sick man turned to his doctor, as he was leaving the room after paying a visit, 
and said, “Doctor, I am afraid to die.  Tell me what lies on the other side.” 
 
Very quietly the doctor said, “I don’t know.” 
 
“You don’t know?  You, a Christian man, do not know what is on the other side?” 
 
The doctor was holding the handle of the door; on the other side of which came a 
sound of scratching and whining, and as he opened the door a doog sprang into 
the room and leaped on him with an eager show of gladness. 

 
Turning to the patient, the doctor said, “Did you notice my dog?  He’s never been in this room before.  He 
didn’t know what was inside.  He knew nothing except that his master was here, and when the door 
opened he sprang in without fear.” 
 
“I know little of what is on the other side of death, but I do know one thing:  I know my Master is there, and 
that is enough.  And when the door opens, I shall pass through with no fear, but with gladness.” 
 

God promises a safe landing, not a calm passage. --- 
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