Elim's Mission
Statement
"With faith in the
Triune God, the
family of Elim
Lutheran Church
proclaims the
Gospel of Jesus
Christ through
word and
sacraments. In
our life together as
a Christian
congregation, we
provide a center
for members and
community to
worship and pray;
to meet and learn;
to be welcomed,
nourished, and
strengthened; to
rest and be
comforted; to
serve; and to go
forth and witness
to the world
through the
prayerful
stewardship of our
resources.
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Emergency Food Pantry Christmas: As a change this year, we are going
to collect items for the Emergency Food Pantry. A tree will be set up in the
Narthex and everyone is asked to bring bagged items to be given to the Pantry, beginning December 1. The list of needs include peanut butter, 1# bags
of white or brown rice, toilet paper, bar soap, baby wipes, size 5 or 6 diapers,
dish soap, multi-purpose cleaner, laundry soap, basic hygiene items, and paper, plastic, and fabric grocery bags. You may also drop your donated items
off at the Pantry at 1101-4th Ave. No. between 8:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m., Monday through Friday. Put your items in the box just inside the warehouse door.
If you would prefer to support the Pantry financially, you may mail a check to
the Pantry at P.O. Box 2821, Fargo 58108, or donating on-line at emergencyfoodpantry.com. If you have scarves and mittens, you may put them under
the tree outside the office door and they will be distributed to organizations
who help those in need. Thank you for your generosity!

Did you know:
•

821 million people around the world - that's more than
1 in 10 - can't access the food they need to live active,
healthy lives.

•

According to the most recent estimates, 736 million
people live in extreme poverty on less than $1.90 per
day. That's 10% of the world's population.

•

At some point in 2017 (the most recent year available),
more than 40 million people in the United States were unsure where their next meal might
come from.

•

39.7 million Americans were living in poverty in 2017. For a family of four, this means their annual household income was below $25,094.

During the Season of Advent, beginning Sunday, November 28 through January 2, we will
be collecting loose change. The total collected will be given to ELCA World Hunger. 85% of this
donation goes directly to those facing food insecurities, hunger, and starvation, which is prevalent in our area, the United States, and the world.
A large milk jug will be placed in the narthex for you to place your gifts. Just drop in your
coins and someone will receive the gift of food. Thank you in advance.
Post COVID Church Cleaning on January 8, at 10:00: On January 9, we will again be
able to have after Worship Fellowship in the Large Fellowship Hall. However, with saying
that, it’s been a loooooooooooong time since the Church has been thoroughly cleaned, by
dusting, scrubbing, wiping down, vacuuming, decorating tables, etc. So, to get everything
ready in time for Fellowship, on Saturday, January 8, at 10:00 we are asking everyone,
regardless of your abilities, to come and help out. As with Christmas decorating, many
hands make light work and a large amount of work is accomplished in a short period of
time. There will be work that Curt, our custodian, can do, such as scrubbing halls and
steps, but there is a lot more that needs to be done. Please bring your rags and pails so
we can get it done. Pizza and soda will be provided by the church.
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November Council Meeting
Tuesday, November 16, 2021, 6 pm
Present: Abby d’Eustachio, Pastor Caroline, John Lindstrom, Jim Wolslegel, Curt Meyer, Kerri Spiering
Absent: Kacie Putz, Helen Armstrong, Karen Lind
Call to Order: Open Prayer and Devotions
Pastor Caroline provided a prayer.
Minutes:
Curt moves to approve the minutes from the October meeting. Jim seconds. Motion carries.

Committee Reports:
Treasurer’s Report:
First payment from NDSU has come in and will be reflected in next month’s Treasurer’s Report.
Kerri moves to approve Treasurer’s Report, Curt seconds. Motion carries.
Learning Committee: No report.
Worship & Music Committee:
Committee members will be notified when the next Worship & Music Committee meeting will be held.
Readers have been found for the month of December.
Property Committee:
Continued usual cleaning work around church and church grounds.
Installed outside air conditioner covers.
Stewardship Committee:
Worked with John on new quote for church insurance.
Stewardship Drive began and gave Temple Talk.
Churches United gave Temple Talk on November 14th.
Service & Outreach Committee:
Submitted article for newsletter on resuming coffee hours beginning January 2022.
Mission Support Committee:
Mission Support Committee met on Thursday, October 29 to discuss a plan of outreach for November
and December. Covid is still present in our community and many care facilities only allow family in
at this time. We will do phone outreach and set up in person visits when applicable. Pastor visits
about fifteen individual Elim members to provide prayer and communion. Covid has upset this to
phone contacting during the last month. Karen would like to help with visiting. She will start with
phone calls and schedule visits accordingly following Covid protocols.
Pastor Carol suggested we get a badge to wear, such as Elim Lutheran Church Visitation Minister, so
that if not herself, then Karen could wear to identify purpose of visiting even though not family.
If anyone is interested in helping on the mission support committee with reaching out to our home
bound members, please let Karen or the office know.
Jim moves to approve the Committee Reports. Pastor Caroline seconds. Motion carries.
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Pastor’s Report
Karen Lind is helping with visits.
Funerals – 2 (Ann Korzendorfer, Harold Brekke)
Les Henningson and former Pastor Dave Aaker died
Pastor Caroline provided a list of Elim members who have left due to deaths or transfer this past year.
The total was 22.
Kerri moves to approve the Pastor’s Report. Abby seconds. Motion carries.
Prior Business
Council discussed whether live-streamed services should be resumed in addition to offering in person
services. Decided to wait and see.
Mask mandate: Kerri moved to lift the mask mandate for individuals vaccinated. Jim seconded. Motion carried.
Revitalization update
After feedback from church members, merging or becoming a parish church with Pontoppidan
is no longer being considered.
Free Friday Sitter Service has been tabled for now.
Discussed closing due to loss of members.
New Business
Jim moved to change insurance coverage from Church Mutual to Bell Bank. Policy would basically
remain the same but be less expensive. Curt seconded. Motion carried.
Curt moved to pay Scott Strand for putting together online services during Advent due to the amount
of time it takes to put together the service. Jim seconded. Motion carried.
Jim moved to have loose offering during Advent go to Heifer Faith. Abby seconded. Motion carried.
Abby moves to adjourn, Curt seconds. Motion carries.
Next Council Meeting: Tuesday, December 14th, at 6 pm. Devotions – Jim Wolslegel
Respectfully submitted by Kerri Spiering
Treasurer’s Report
October, 2021
Balance Sheet

John Lindstrom

 The checking acct balance is $11,632.59. The balance at the beginning of the year was $19,095.73.

General Acct Fund balance is $-7,639.82.

Income and Expense (10/12 or 83.3% through the year)
 Monthly pledge income was under budget (budget $8,667.00 vs. $5,323.00).
 Monthly total income was over (budget $10,170.00 vs. $11,544.00). This includes $6,000 from COVID
relief funds.
 YTD pledge income is 69.61% of the budget $104,000 (actual $72,392.00).
 YTD total income is 82.71% of the budget $122,000.00 (actual $100,907.68). Includes $24,985.00 of
COVID Relief monies.
 Monthly expenses were under budget (budget $13,290.00 vs. $11,039.43).
 YTD expenses are 68.12% of the budget $159,338.00 (actual $108,547.50)
 The utility bill was $560.78. Paid $200 to A1 to jet the sewer line.
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Join a Committee: At the last Church Council meeting, council members discussed having regular committee meetings again. Committee meetings cannot happen without Elim member support. Committees
need your help and support. Please volunteer to join one or if asked, please say “yes I will”. Committees
are: Learning Committee, Worship/Music Committee, Property Committee, Stewardship Committee, Service/Outreach Committee, and Mission Support Committee.
Did you know...…that Bethany Retirement Living is a recognized leader in
providing quality care to the seniors in the region. Among the special services provided is care for residents with Alzheimer’s disease and other forms
of dementia. The caring employees on our Memory Care Unit are specially trained to assist the residents
and their families through a very challenging phase of their lives. In addition to the Memory Care Unit, our
caregivers on other units complete a Certified Dementia Care Specialist training program to professionally
assist residents in early stages of dementia. For more information about Bethany’s care for residents with
Alzheimer’s disease and other dementia, visit the website at www.bethanynd.org/services/memory-care/
or contact 701.239.3529.
Donate Winter Outerwear
Elim is again collecting new or clean, gently used winter outerwear, including jackets, coats, snowpants, mittens, gloves, hats, scarves, and boots, sizes infant
through adult. All winter outwear brought to the church for this project will be donated to Open Doors.
Open Doors is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) faith-based ministry and is located at 307 Main
Ave. in Fargo. They reach out to the F-M metro area by providing a free thrift store
(clothing, shoes, household items, linens, etc.) to those in need. If you are interested in donating other items to Open Doors, please call Dave at 701-799-7550 to set up an appointment. If
you have any questions, please contact Kerri Spiering at 701-298-9098.

Forecast:
Warmth

Every faith community has different guidelines for in-person worship. We are using the guidance of the
CDC, the ELCA, and what seems most appropriate for our local area at this time. Everyone’s safety is
our utmost concern!
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

If you are not feeling well, please stay home.
We will continue observing the 6’ social distancing protocol.
Masks and hand sanitizer will be available.
Pews will be roped off to aid in social distancing; however, families are able to sit together.
Please use handicapped bathroom in the lower level, one person at a time.
We will not have coffee hour until further notice.
Pre-packed communion cups (containing grape juice and a wafer) will be used for Holy Communion,
and are to be picked up be individuals as they enter. Waste containers will be available for disposal.

Also, with the start of in-person worship, it is very important to fill out your information asked for in the attendance sheets, which are in the small black folders in each pew. Elim needs accurate numbers of our
weekly attendance, as the Synod and ELCA require this number in order to keep an accurate count of
worshipping ELCA members. None of your personal information is shared with the Synod. Also, as a
congregation, Elim gives money to our Southeast North Dakota Synod, and this is based on the number
of members who are attending, communing, and/or giving offerings. In addition, we like to send notes out
to our visitors and guests, welcoming them to our church and letting them know we are glad they are
here. Without the use of the attendance folders, we would not have this information. Thank you for your
cooperation.

6

Elim Grapevine

December Services Volunteers
USHERS/GREETERS
December 5 Robert Scheer
December 12 Robert Scheer
December 19 Robert Scheer
December 24 Robert Scheer
December 26 Robert Scheer

FLOWERS
December 5
December 12
December 19
December 24
December 26

LAYREADERS
December 5 Betty Lindstrom
December 12 Barb Rising
December 19 William Merkel
December 24 Cam Merkel
December 26 Karen Lind

MISSIONARY SUPPORT
December 5
December 12
December 19
December 24
December 26

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS
None needed until further notice

FUNERAL ASSISTANT FOR DECEMBER
None needed until further notice

If you would like your readings sent hard copy, please contact Helen or Connie.

Please call Helen Armstrong at 701-230-9027 if you would like to sign up to be an
Usher, Lay Reader, or Communion Assistant.
Every Sunday is open for Missionary Support, which is $25.00 and can be given in honor of
or in memory of a loved one. If you would like to help with this ministry, please contact the
Elim office. Thank you.
Would you like to provide Altar Flowers in honor or memory of a loved one? If anyone
wishes to give flowers on any given Sunday, simply contact the church office with your
request and Connie will place your order or you may place your own order and let the office
know which Sunday they will be on the Altar.. Dalbol Flowers and Gifts allows Elim to choose
the bouquet colors and purchase both Altar bouquets for around $26.00. If you would like,
Elim office will order the flower color(s) you request. If you wish to take the flowers home with
you following worship, please let Connie know that when you call to order them. Thank you.

12/03
12/10
12/15
12/16

Margaret Turner
Bonnie Bredell
Don Kounovsky
Victoria Savanh

If your birthday should be on this list and isn’t, please contact the Elim office. I apologize for the oversight.
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In memory of Pastor Dave Aaker
ELCA Disaster

Orville & Shirley Slusher
Royce & LaVonne Black
Jennifer Rheault

EVERYTHING YOU WANTED TO KNOW ABOUT

REVELATION
BUT WERE AFRAID TO ASK
The Book of Revelation is the most misunderstood book of the Bible.
December Bible Study schedule: Wednesday, December 1, at 10:00
Wednesday, December 8, at 10:00
Wednesday, December 15, at 10:00
Wednesday, December 22, at 10:00
You may join Bible Study at any time. Hope to see you there. It should be fun, and some of the misconceptions of Revelation might be cleared up for you. Due to lack of interest, Pub Night has been cancelled. Questions – contact Pastor Caroline. Be sure to bring your Bible.

November Baptisms, Funerals, Membership Transfers In , and Transfers Out
Baptisms: None

Church
Membership

Funerals:

None

Membership Transfers Out of Elim: None
Membership Transfers In to Elim: None
Deaths: None
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A pledge is a promise we make each year telling Elim Church how much we intend to
give so the Elim budget can be set accordingly.
There are three ways to pledge:
a) fill out a weekly, monthly or annual gift amount
b) Simply Giving - enroll in automatic giving
c) bring cash or check to Elim each week and put in the offering plate during
worship

Memorial and Legacy Giving: Remembering your loved ones and your own legacy of generosity. You
may give to Elim Church’s Memorial Fund or a gift to the Elim Foundation.
We will all be making our commitment for the 2021 Ministries and Outreach on November 14th.
Example of 2021 General Fund Pledge:

I offer the following 2021 total pledge of
$ ______ weekly
$ ______ monthly
$ ______ yearly

Time and Talents:

Church Activities
Choir
Council
Flowers
Lay Reader
Usher

x 52 weeks
x 12 months
Yearly Total $ _______

Community Activities, plus many more
Emergency Food Pantry
YWCA
Bethany Auxiliary
MSUM and NDSU Crossroads
Churches United

Thank you.
Your Stewardship Chairperson, Jim Wolslegel

Following Worship on Sunday, December 19, Elim will have it’s first afterWorship Fellowship in a loooooooooooooooooog time. Those who are
able are asked to bring Christmas “goodies” to share with all, and coffee
and lemonade will be provided. Regular Sunday fellowship will begin on
January 9.
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The New Life Center Auxiliary is seeking gifts for the
residents of the New Life Center. Unwrapped gifts for
men include: winter hats, winter gloves, warm socks,
long underwear, hand warmer packets, reusable 16-24
oz. water bottles, and 16-24 oz. thermos. Please place
your unwrapped gifts in the New Life Center tote located in the Narthex of our church. Donations will be
picked up on December 9th and delivered on December 10th. Prayerfully consider donating to this
worthy cause. Thank you in advance.
Barb Rising
New Life Center Auxiliary Representative
for Elim Church Women

12th Annual “Holiday Collections”
Craft/Vendor Show
Holy Cross Catholic Church of West Fargo will host a
Craft/Vendor Show on Saturday, Dec. 4 from 9 am – 3
pm at 2711 7th St. East in West Fargo (just south of Costco). Over 70 artisans will be available for all your holiday
shopping needs. This is the largest church-held craft/
vendor show in the region. Lunch will be available for
purchase. Admission: $2.00.
For more information, please call 701-282-7217.

Beginning in January, Elim staff will
be taking comp time for national holidays that do not fall on our normal
workdays of Tuesday, Wednesday,
and Thursday. Currently, there are
11 national holidays: New Years’ Day, Martin Luther
King, Jr. Day, President’s Day, Memorial Day,
Juneteenth, Independence Day, Labor Day, Columbus
Day, Veterans’ Day, Thanksgiving, and Christmas.
What this means is that if a national holiday falls on a non
-work day, staff will take that holiday on one of our normal
work days, as other workers do. We may not all take the
same off, but, be assured, our work will get done and we
will keep everyone apprised of what is happening.
We would like to thank the Elim Council for being so generous with allowing us this comp time benefit.

Moses was the first
person with a tablet
downloading data
from the cloud.
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Coffee Hour to Resume
January 2022

The current plan is to resume serving
coffee after fellowship starting the
first Sunday of January 2022. We know people miss being able to chat
and get caught up with each other over a cup of coffee. Your safety and
health are of utmost importance, and we thank you for your patience! Any questions, please contact Kerri Spiering.

Elim Church Council
Meeting Reminder
Tuesday, December 14, at
6:00 p.m. Any and all are
invited to attend.

Choir members will be contacted prior to Sundays when choir will be singing. Rehearsals will
(likely) be the Sunday prior and the Sunday of
the day of singing.
I look forward to starting up again when we are
able. Please let me know if there are any questions. Scott

Next Revitalization Team
meeting has not been scheduled. Members will be notified before next meeting.

Lines of Communication
If anyone has any questions or concerns regarding church operations, please contact the appropriate
person below for correct information. Thank you.
Pastor Caroline - Services / Worship
Prayers
Personal concerns
Visitation Schedule
Barb Rising -

Kitchen / Altar

Curt Meyer -

Church building / property cleaning
Event set-up

Helen Armstrong, Robyn Vinje, or Scott Strand Services / Worship
Music

Unique gifts are always fun! If you are looking for a one-of-a-kind puzzle - - Handmade 550 piece, 750 piece, or 1000 piece puzzles for sale, at $15-$20 each, made
by Kim Olschlager. Please call her at (701) 781-0824 for further information. Thank you.

Elim Church Council Members

Pastor Caroline Strand, Pastor
cstrand@elim-lutheran.org
701.232.2574 - - -507.398.3166 (after office hours cell)
Abby d’Eustachio, President
Jim Wolslegel, Vice President (Stewardship)
Karen Lind, Secretary (Mission Support)
Kacie Putz (Learning)
Helen Armstrong (Worship/Music)
Kerri Spiering (Service/Outreach))
Curt Meyer (Property)
John Lindstrom (Financial)

Elim Office Hours
Monday

All Church offices are closed

Tuesday

8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Wednesday 8:00 a.m. to Noon
Thursday:

8:00 a.m. to Noon

Friday:

All Church offices are closed

Elim Grapevine
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Elim Lutheran Church
December, 2021
Sun

5

Mon

6

Worship w/
Communion10:00

Tue

7
Evergreen10 to 11
(Pastor)

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
Bible Study10:00

2

3

4

8
Bible Study10:00

9

10

11

15
Bible Study10:00

16

17

18

22
Bible Study10:00

23

24
25
Christmas
Eve
Service4:30

29

30

31

AA Mtg.-Noon

Worship &
Music mtg.after
Worship
12
13
Worship w/
Communion10:00

14
AA Mtg.-Noon

19
Worship10:00 w/
Fellowship
following

20

21
Evergreen10 to 11
(Pastor)

26
Worship10:00

27

Council mtg6:00

AA Mtg.-Noon
28
AA Mtg.-Noon
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Elim 14
Lutheran Church
321 9th Street North
Fargo, ND 58102

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

321 Ninth Street North
Fargo, ND 58102
(701) 232-2574

www.elim-lutheran.org

Caroline Strand
Connie Rawls
Curt Meyer
Robyn Vinje
Scott Strand
Katie Narum Miyamoto

“Built on a Triangle with Faith in the Triune”

Organist
Choir Director

Pastor:
Office Administrator:
Maintenance:
Music Staff:
Missionary

Monthly Newsletter
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