Greetings to you as the unofficial Season of Fall begins,

Elim's Mission This time of year when leaves are changing color and apples are being harStatement
vested typically excites me. I look forward to Sunday School and Confirmation starting up again. Beginning services with a fuller sanctuary and God’s
"With faith in the Work Our Hands Sunday are highlights of this time of year. The plan for BiTriune God, the ble Study and Pub Night is to study the Book of Revelation.

family of Elim
Lutheran Church
proclaims the
Gospel of Jesus
Christ through
word and
sacraments. In
our life together as
a Christian
congregation, we
provide a center
for members and
community to
worship and pray;
to meet and learn;
to be welcomed,
nourished, and
strengthened; to
rest and be
comforted; to
serve; and to go
forth and witness
to the world
through the
prayerful
stewardship of our
resources.

Right now, though, I am worried and frustrated by the COVID situation worldwide. With the Delta and Lambda variants of this virus being more easily
passed from person to person, I really don’t know what to say at this time for
our typical Fall activities. Below is what was posted last month in our August
Grapevine.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Services (with the addition of a new and meaningful liturgy addition to our
liturgy)
Return of Sunday School
Return of social time after church
Tuesday morning (the day may change) Bible study
Pub night
Caring for our neighbors, whoever they may be, in new ways
Choir and new music opportunities
God’s Work Our Hands Sunday (formerly known as Rally Sunday)
Discussions on becoming a parish are continuing

At the time of this writing, I am hoping we will be able to continue as planned
with all these things happening here at Elim. The question I have is this: will
these events and plans be safe for all our people? I am sorry I am not able to
give you a definitive answer right now. Be assured that as soon as we have
some answers for you, you will be notified either by email, Facebook, or a
postcard or letter.
Times like these are difficult and challenging for all of us. I pray God will continue to watch over us and keep us healthy and safe from the effects of this
virus. God’s love is never failing, even when times are uncertain.
Protect me, O God, for in you I take refuge. (Psalm 16:1 NRSV)
Peace be with you all,

Pastor Caroline
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August Council Meeting
Tuesday, August 10, 2021, 6:05 pm

Present: Jim Wolslegel, Curt Meyer, John Lindstrom, Helen Armstrong, Kerri Spiering, Abby
d’Eustachio, Pastor Caroline, Karen Lind. Visitor: Peggy Haugrud
Absent: Kacie Putz
Call to Order: Open Prayer and Devotions. Kerri provided a prayer.
Minutes:
Kerri moves to approve the minutes from the July meeting. Pastor Caroline seconds. Motion carries.
Committee Reports:
Treasurer’s Report:
Elim received a $6,000 grant from the Small Business Administration.
Elim received a generous memorial from the Margaret Grove Estate. Pastor moves to use the
memorial funds in the general account. Jim seconds. Motion carries.
Kerri moves to approve Treasurer’s Report. Abby seconds. Motion carries.
Learning Committee:
No report.
Worship & Music Committee:
Helen has agreed to complete Lenora’s term on Council. Kerri moves to accept Helen back
on Council. Abby seconds. Motion carries.
Worship & Music Committee met on August 4th for planning and will have a regularly scheduled meeting the first Wednesday of each month at 5 p.m.
Robyn will be gone the next 4 Sundays.
Property Committee:
Curt shared how the south garden of the church has had more issues with garbage and human waste.
Stewardship Committee:
Jim shared his goal of calling Elim members to ask questions he has prepared. His goal is
to get a clearer idea of what our actual membership is.
With Les Wassberg and Lenora Scheer’s deaths, membership is 117 members.
Service & Outreach Committee:
Kerri shared a goal of reviewing and reorganizing Elim Service Groups. Another goal is to
encourage participation with FM Food Pantry and warm coats and cold weather gear.
Mission Support Committee:
Kerri and Karen met this month to go over the description of both committees in Elim constitution in order to set clear goals for the upcoming months of 2021.
Pastor Caroline and Karen met to further discuss the work of Mission Support committee and
Service and Outreach committee. Both committee's work within our local church community, and larger metro community. We found agreements on our committee goal focus.
Mission support committee will work to carry out goals for uplifting Elim’s Mission Statement,
focusing more with our congregation than global mission.
Goal # 1
Visiting and reaching out to Elim members who are inactive, sick, infirmed and imprisoned.
Pastor Caroline shared how HIPA laws make it challenging even for pastors to know
when people need visits. Pastor shared an example of a parish program that supports
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individuals to have an hour training session prior to visiting members. Karen will reach out to
individuals who would like to support the work of this committee.
Goal #2
Educate and encourage members to participate in monetary support to our ELCA Missionary.
Keep the congregation informed of how this mission work is being carried out. Reach out
with letters of support and share correspondence in the Elim monthly Grapevine newsletter.
Jim moves to approve the Committee Reports. Karen seconds. Motion carries.
Pastor’s Report
Pastor Caroline shared how we need to elect a representative to the Synod Assembly. Kerri
moves that Dianne Clark be our Synod rep. Pastor seconds. Motion carries.
Pastor shared COVID concerns with variants, causing a rise in active cases. Karen moves
to bring back mask mandate for Sunday services until further notice. Kerri seconds. Motion carries.
Helen moves to have Veterans’ Day a holiday for staff. Abby seconds. Motion carries.
Helen moves to approve the Pastor’s Report. Abby seconds. Motion carries.
Prior Business
The Revitalization Committee would like to share their report at a Congregational Meeting on
Sunday, September 19th. Abby moves to have the meeting. Curt seconds. Motion carries.
Council members shared the goals they have for Committee work. A common thread was reestablishing fellowship among our members, beyond Sunday Worship as we go forward
after the COVID pandemic.
Abby moves to adjourn, Jim seconds. Motion carries. Meeting adjourns at 7:45 p.m.
Next Council Meeting: Tuesday, September 14th, at 6 pm. Devotions - Karen Lind.
Respectfully submitted by Karen Lind
Join a Committee: At the last Church Council meeting, council members discussed having regular committee meetings again. Committee meetings cannot happen without Elim member support. Committees
need your help and support. Please volunteer to join one or if asked, please say “yes I will”. Committees
are: Learning Committee, Worship/Music Committee, Property Committee, Stewardship Committee, Service/Outreach Committee, and Mission Support Committee.
Treasurer’s Report
July, 2021
Balance Sheet

John Lindstrom

 The checking acct balance is $13,273.99. The balance at the beginning of the year was $19,095.73.

General Acct Fund balance is $-6,003.42.

Income and Expense (7/12 or 58.3% through the year)





Monthly pledge income was under budget (budget $8,667.00 vs. $6,017.00).
Monthly total income was under budget (budget $10,170.00 vs. $6,239.46).
YTD pledge income is 47.36% of the budget $104,000 (actual $49,256.00).
YTD total income is 57.85% of the budget $122,000.00 (actual $70,579.87). Includes $18,985.00 of
2nd PPP monies.
 Monthly expenses were under budget (budget $13,290.00 vs. $10,936.22).
 YTD expenses are 48.06% of the budget $159,338.00 (actual $76,583.29)
 The utility bill was $638.90. Paid $360.74 for Synod Assembly registration, $249.99 for quarterly elevator maintenance and $406.04 for AC units and other building maintenance supplies.
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It is important that you
record your information on
Elim’s attendance forms,
as the Synod and ELCA
require this nuxmber in
order to keep an accurate
count of worshipping ELCA members. None
of this information will be shared. Our benevolence is based on our Elim roster and
the number of members who are attending,
communing, and giving offerings. We realize this can be a nuisance, but we very much
appreciate your cooperation.
On Sunday, September
19, immediately following the 10:00 worship
service, we will be holding an interim Congregational Meeting. The
Revitalization Team will
be informing the congregation about what is happening with the
study of future plans for Elim. There will be
time for questions following the presentation.
You are invited to this meeting and urged to
attend. Thank you.

If you are not currently receiving The Grapevine newsletter
by e-mail or hard copy, and
would like to, please contact
the Church office at 701-2322574 or elim@elimlutheran.com and we will see
you receive it on a monthly
basis. We will need either
your mailing or e-mail address
in order to do so. Also, if you have e-mail and the
church office is unaware of it, please provide us with
your e-mail address, to be kept in-office only, so any
information being sent out via e-mail will be sent to you.
Thank you.

Every faith community has different guidelines for in-person worship. We are
using the guidance of the CDC, the ELCA, and what seems most appropriate for
our local area at this time. Everyone’s safety is our utmost concern!
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

If you are not feeling well, please stay home.
Masks are required whether you have been vaccinated or not.
We will continue observing the 6’ social distancing protocol.
Masks and hand sanitizer will be available.
Pews will be roped off to aid in social distancing; however, families are able to sit together.
Please use handicapped bathroom in the lower level, one person at a time.
We will not have coffee hour until further notice.
Pre-packed communion cups (containing grape juice and a wafer) will be used for Holy Communion,
and are to be picked up be individuals as they enter. Waste containers will be available for disposal.

Also, with the start of in-person worship, it is very important to fill out your information asked for in the attendance sheets, which are in the small black folders in each pew. Elim needs accurate numbers of our
weekly attendance, as the Synod and ELCA require this number in order to keep an accurate count of
worshipping ELCA members. None of your personal information is shared with the Synod. Also, as a
congregation, Elim gives money to our Southeast North Dakota Synod, and this is based on the number
of members who are attending, communing, and/or giving offerings. In addition, we like to send notes out
to our visitors and guests, welcoming them to our church and letting them know we are glad they are
here. Without the use of the attendance folders, we would not have this information. Thank you for your
cooperation.
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September Services Volunteers
USHERS/GREETERS
September 5 Robert Scheer
September 12 Robert Scheer
September 19 Robert Scheer
September 26 Robert Scheer

FLOWERS
September 5
September 12
September 19
September 26

LAYREADERS
September 5 Barb Rising
September 12 Betty Lindstrom
September 19 Karen Lind
September 26 Helen Armstrong

MISSIONARY SUPPORT
September 5
September 12
September 19
September 26

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS
September 5
September 12

FUNERAL TEAM FOR SEPTEMBER

If you would like your readings sent hard copy,
please contact Helen or Connie.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGES

Drive-thru Communion has been suspended unless the Church again closes due to COVID,
at which time an announcement will be made. Thank you.

Please call Helen Armstrong at 701-230-9027 if you would like to sign up to be an
Usher, Lay Reader, or Communion Assistant.
Every Sunday is open for Missionary Support, which is $25.00 and can be given in honor of
or in memory of a loved one. If you would like to help with this ministry, please contact the
Elim office. Thank you.
Would you like to provide Altar Flowers in honor or memory of a loved one? If anyone
wishes to give flowers on any given Sunday, simply contact the church office with your
request and Connie will place your order or you may place your own order and let the office
know which Sunday they will be on the Altar.. Dalbol Flowers and Gifts allows Elim to choose
the bouquet colors and purchase both Altar bouquets for around $26.00. If you would like,
Elim office will order the flower color(s) you request. If you wish to take the flowers home with
you following worship, please let Connie know that when you call to order them. Thank you.
Marilea Bramer
Dan Rising
Linnea Anderson
Jean Berg
Duane Olschlager
George Lewis
Edna Lewis
Kaisen Savanh
Cindy Wolslegel

09/09
09/13
09/15
09/16
09/18
09/21
09/28
09/29
09/30

If your birthday should be on this list and isn’t, please contact the Elim office. I apologize for the oversight.
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In memory of Lenora Scheer

Undesignated

Food Pantry
General Fund

Music
In memory of M. Mutzenberger

Choir
Missionary Support
Undesignated
Missionary Support
Undesignated

Jim Voytovich
Helen Armstrong
Dawn Dexter
Dan & Barb Rising
Gwendolyn Lunde
Betty Lindstrom
Mr. & Mrs. Don Peterson
Carol Lorentz
Jim & Cindy Wolslegel
Don Kounovsky
John & Marie Lindstrom
Orville & Shirley Slusher
Mr. & Mrs. Howard Richardson
Mr. & Mrs. Phillip Loy
Pat Jilek
LouAnn Dutt
Peggy Haugrud
Curt Meyer
Lou Foley
Kerri Spiering
Duane & Linda Olschlager
Miscellaneous - cash
Royce & LaVonne Black
Robyn Vinje
Elaine Fiske
Dan & Barb Rising
Helen Stevenson
LouAnn Dutt
Lou Foley
Joe & Dawn Grannis

August Baptisms, Funerals, Membership Transfers In , and Transfers Out
Baptisms: None
Funerals: Lenora Scheer
Membership Transfers Out of Elim: None
Membership Transfers In to Elim: None
Deaths: Lenora Scheer (in July)
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This year on September 12, for God’s work. Our hands. Sunday,
we will be completing 2 activities.
The FIRST ACTIVITY will again be the “6 Can Soup Recipe.” We are asking each family to provide
the following ingredients to make one pot of soup. They are:
1-10.5 oz. can tomato soup
1-14.5 oz. can chicken broth
1-14.5 oz. can corn

1-14.5 oz. can mixed vegetables
1-14.5 oz. can diced tomatoes
1-14.5 oz. can chili beans

If you are unable to provide all the ingredients for a pot of soup, anything you are able to contribute would be greatly appreciated. On God’s work. Our hands. Sunday, we will assemble the cans
into large paper bags with the ingredients listed on the outside and the recipe on the inside. We
have an individual who volunteered to be responsible to lead the packaging, but we need at least
9 more people to assist putting the bags together. Please contact the Elim office by September 7
if you would like to help.
Our SECOND ACTIVITY is in support of the healing of the children at Dakota Boys and Girls
Ranch, which they refer to as Honey Sunday. They are asking for a donation of $10 per bottle of
honey, $7 of which goes to the Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch and $3 stays here are Elim. Payments are to be cash or check only, made payable to Elim. We will need about 3 volunteers to
take honey orders and collect payments, so please contact the Elim office by September 7 if you
like to help out. If you have a “honey lover” in your family, please consider donating to DBGR
and Elim by purchasing 1 or more bottles on God’s work. Our hands. Sunday. Your donations will be very much appreciated!

Thrivent News: Thrivent Action Teams
Are you aware of any unmet needs in the community that you want to impact? With Thrivent Action Teams you can bring a team together and take
action - a one-time fundraiser, service activity, or education event that can be completed within 90 days.
Thrivent members are able to apply for two Thrivent Action Team grants of up to $250 each per
year. This program allows members to quickly identify a need, receive resources, and put together a plan
to help affect change in their community and to serve members and society by guiding both to be wise
with money and live generously. Although one does need to be a Thrivent member to complete the application, participants on the team do not need to be Thrivent members.
Thrivent Action Teams are just one of the ways Thrivent members come together to learn, have fun, help
others and provide a way for members to give back to their communities. To learn more about Thrivent
Financial Action Teams visit www.Thrivent.com/actionteam/.
Did you know...that Bethany Retirement Living offers a
broad range of senior care services to meet just about any
need a senior may have? At Bethany on University, Skilled
Nursing Care, Memory Care, Transitional Care, Basic Care,
short stays and Assisted Living are available. Bethany on
42nd features Skilled Nursing Care, Assisted Living, Senior Living with Services, and Senior Apartments.
Ethos Home Care offers services in your own home. Are you looking for living opportunities for someone
you love? Visit our web site at www.bethanynd.org or call Bethany on University at 701.239.3000 or
Bethany on 42nd at 701.478.8900.
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Elim Church Council
Meeting Reminder
Tuesday, September 14,
at 6:00 p.m. Any and all
are invited to attend.
From an Elim Council member: We need to be respectful to all Council
members, employees, fellow Elim members, and Elim volunteers. All
have their own unique, special gifts. We may disagree. Words need to
be thoughtful and civil, even in times of disagreement. And sometimes
you just need to walk away if that’s just not possible. Thank you.
Team meeting on Tuesday,
September 14, at 4:30.
Lines of Communication
If anyone has any questions or concerns regarding church operations, please contact the appropriate
person below for correct information. Thank you.
Pastor Caroline - Services / Worship
Prayers
Personal concerns
Visitation Schedule
Barb Rising -

Kitchen / Altar

Curt Meyer -

Church building / property cleaning
Event set-up

Helen Armstrong, Robyn Vinje, or Scott Strand Services / Worship
Music

Unique gifts are always fun! If you are looking for a one-of-a-kind puzzle - - Handmade 550 piece, 750 piece, or 1000 piece puzzles for sale, at $15-$20 each, made by Kim
Olschlager. Please call her at (701) 781-0824 for further information. Thank you.

Elim Church Council Members

Pastor Caroline Strand, Pastor
cstrand@elim-lutheran.org
701.232.2574 - - -507.398.3166 (after office hours cell)
Abby d’Eustachio, President
Jim Wolslegel, Vice President (Stewardship)
Karen Lind, Secretary (Mission Support)
Kacie Putz (Learning)
Helen Armstrong (Worship/Music)
Kerri Spiering (Service/Outreach))
Curt Meyer (Property)
John Lindstrom (Financial)

Elim Office Hours
Monday

All Church offices are closed

Tuesday

8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Wednesday 8:00 a.m. to Noon
Thursday:

8:00 a.m. to Noon

Friday:

All Church offices are closed
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Elim Lutheran Church Calendar
September, 2021
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

1

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

2

3

4

9

10

11

15

16

17

18

22

23

24

25

29

30

Worship &
Music mtg.5:00

5

6

Worship with
Communion10:00

12
Worship with
Communion &
Blessing of
Backpacks for
Students &
Teachers10:00

19

Evergreen-10
to 11 (Pastor)

Pastor–
meeting

13

14

Les
Wassberg
funeral 4:00 p.m.

AA mtg.-Noon
Revitalization
Team mtg.-4:30
Church Council
mtg-6:00 p.m.

20

21
Evergreen-10
to 11 (Pastor)

Interim Congregational
mtg. following
Worship in
Sanctuary

26

8

AA mtg.-Noon

Worship-10:00

Worship-10:00

7

AA mtg.-Noon

27

28
AA mtg.-Noon
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

321 Ninth Street North
Fargo, ND 58102
(701) 232-2574

www.elim-lutheran.org

Caroline Strand
Connie Rawls
Curt Meyer
Robyn Vinje
Scott Strand
Katie Narum Miyamoto

“Built on a Triangle with Faith in the Triune”

Organist
Choir Director

Pastor:
Office Administrator:
Maintenance:
Music Staff:
Missionary
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