Dear Elim family and friends,

Elim's Mission Have you ever been to a movie? Do those previews, now called trailers, enStatement
tice you? They are supposed tease you enough so you come to see the latest flick. Our granddaughters see trailers on TV and the next step, after
"With faith in the hearing them talk about the up-coming new film, is to take them when the
Triune God, the film is released.
family of Elim
So here is your trailer, your preview, for the next live
Lutheran Church
and in-person Fall and Winter 2021 latest events:
proclaims the
• Services (with the addition of a new and meaningful
Gospel of Jesus
liturgy).
Christ through
• Return of Sunday School.
word and
sacraments. In
• Return of social time after church.
our life together
• Tuesday morning (the day may change) Bible study
as a Christian
– the topic – you’ll have to wait and see.
congregation, we
• Pub night with the yet to be revealed topic (see bulprovide a center
let above).
for members and
• Caring for our neighbors, whoever they may be, in new ways.
community to
worship and pray; • Changes in our choir.
to meet and learn; • God’s Work Our Hands Sunday (formerly known as Rally Sunday).
to be welcomed, • Discussions on becoming a parish are continuing.
nourished, and
I am looking forward to some exciting changes at our church home and I
strengthened; to hope you are as excited as I am, especially since the Pandemic is hopefully
rest and be
behind us and things flat-lined for months. May God bless our work in the
comforted; to
church and in the world.
serve; and to go
And please remember dear ones, change is good. With change comes
forth and witness
growth. If Jesus had not changed the world, the warring Romans might still
to the world
rule the earth, the Christian church universal may never have grown in such
through the
proportions, and our understanding of love for one another might still be in its
prayerful
stewardship of our infancy. Change is good. Change is necessary. And we will be renewed.
(The changes that are happening here at Elim are not drastic.)
resources.
The new moon, as its name suggests, renews itself; how marvelous it is in
this change, a beacon to the hosts on high, shining in the vault of the heavens! (Sirach 43:8 NRSV)
Peace and blessings,

Pastor Caroline
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July Council Meeting
Tuesday, July 13, 2021, 6 pm

Present: Abby d’Eustachio, Pastor Caroline, Curt Meyer, Jim Wolslegel, John Lindstrom, Lenora
Scheer, Kerri Spiering, Karen Lind
Absent: Kacie Putz
Call to Order: Open Prayer and Devotions
Jim provided a prayer.
Minutes:
Jim moves to approve the minutes from the June meeting. Pastor Caroline seconds. Motion carries.
Committee Reports:
Treasurer’s Report:
John reported that the second PPP loan was forgiven.
Karen moves to approve Treasurer’s Report. Jim seconds. Motion carries.
Learning Committee:
No report.
Worship & Music Committee:
At our last meeting, we had a few questions about several topics and discussed them. We all
seemed satisfied after we finished.
The Fourth of July service was discussed.
Wanted to make it patriotic song with national pride.
Before the service, a decision was made to move the flags to the altar.
It seemed more respectful there.
At our next meeting, we will begin planning the fall services.
If you have any ideas, we’d be pleased to hear from you.
Property Committee:
Ordered and installed 2 low voltage air conditioners for office on advice of electrician ($160
each)
Too old, high voltage, flips circuit breaker for computers and air conditioners
Sprayed church for weeds
Took down wasp nest on south side of church
Continued usual cleaning work around church grounds
NDSU parking lot contract has been finalized and signed
Begins September 1, 2021, through August 31, 2022
Stewardship Committee:
No report
Service & Outreach Committee:
No report.
Mission Support Committee:
No report.
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Abby moves to approve the Committee Reports. Kerri seconds. Motion carries.

Pastor’s Report
Revitalization Update
Committee work continues to look at a Parish Model between the 2 churches.
Pastor shared Scott’s spreadsheet of live stream views, which the numbers of those viewing
have declined during worship.
Council decided to end for summer months
Council will revisit this again in September.
Kerri moves to approve the Pastor’s Report. Abby seconds. Motion carries.
Prior Business: Nothing
New Business
As we resume activities after COVID, Jim moves that each Committee work to set goals for
the next 6 months prior to our August Council meeting.
Pastor Caroline seconds. Motion carried.
Pastor Caroline shared how violence in Haiti has affected Eston’s family.
He lost a nephew in June to gang violence.
Jim moves to distribute the remaining $240.00 in Haitian fund to Eston’s family at this
time of need. Pastor seconds. Motion carries.
Karen moves to adjourn, Lenora seconds. Motion carries.
Next Council Meeting: Tuesday, August 10, at 6 pm. Devotions - Kerri Spiering
Respectfully submitted by Karen Lind
Join a Committee: At the last Church Council meeting, council members discussed having regular committee meetings again. Committee meetings cannot happen without Elim member support. Committees
need your help and support. Please volunteer to join one or if asked, please say “yes I will”. Committees
are: Learning Committee, Worship/Music Committee, Property Committee, Stewardship Committee, Service/Outreach Committee, and Mission Support Committee.
Treasurer’s Report
June, 2021

John Lindstrom
Balance Sheet
 The checking acct balance is $17995.75. The balance at the beginning of the year was $19,095.73.
General Acct Fund balance is $3,680.00.
Income and Expense (6/12 or 50.0% through the year)





Monthly pledge income was under budget (budget $8,667.00 vs. $5,998.00).
Monthly total income was under budget (budget $10,170.00 vs. $6,049.35).
YTD pledge income is 41.58% of the budget $104,000 (actual $43,239.00).
YTD total income is 52.74% of the budget $122,000.00 (actual $64,340.41). Includes $18,985.00 of
2nd PPP monies.
 Monthly expenses were under budget (budget $13,290.00 vs. $11,036.01).
 YTD expenses are 41.2% of the budget $159,338.00 (actual $65,647.07)
 The utility bill was $456.10.
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It is important that you record your information on Elim’s attendance forms, as
the Synod and ELCA require this
nuxmber in order to keep an accurate
count of worshipping ELCA members.
None of this information will be shared.
Our benevolence is based on our Elim
roster and the number of members who
are attending, communing, and giving
offerings. We realize this can be a nuisance, but we very much appreciate your
cooperation.

We offer gently used children’s clothing and shoes to anyone at no
charge. Everyone is welcome. We
provide bags to put clothing in to take
home. We don’t offer diapers. We
are open the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of
evey month from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. We are located at First United Methodist Church, 906-1st Ave. So.,
Fargo (please use west entrance.
To donate clothing and shoes: We also accept donations of gently used children’s clothing and shoes.
Please bring items to our address between the hours of
8:30 to 3:00, Monday thru Friday. Donation receipts
are available. Office phone number is 232-4416.

Are you looking for an older air conditioner for your home or shop? Elim
Lutheran Church has two office air conditioners for you! Donations will be
accepted for these items, which will be available until August 31, then they will
be given to the New Life Center. Please contact Curt Meyer, custodian, at
701-793-6799, or you may contact the church office at 701-232-2574.
Thank you.

Every faith community has different guidelines for in-person worship. We are
using the guidance of the CDC, the ELCA, and what seems most appropriate for
our local area at this time. Everyone’s safety is our utmost concern!
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

If you are not feeling well, please stay home.
Masks are not required if you have been fully vaccinated for COVID.
We will continue observing the 6’ social distancing protocol.
Masks and hand sanitizer will be available.
Pews will be roped off to aid in social distancing; however, families are able to sit together.
Please use handicapped bathroom in the lower level, one person at a time.
We will not have coffee hour until further notice.
Pre-packed communion cups (containing grape juice and a wafer) will be used for Holy Communion,
and are to be picked up be individuals as they enter. Waste containers will be available for disposal.

Also, with the start of in-person worship, it is very important to fill out your information asked for in the attendance sheets, which are in the small black folders in each pew. Elim needs accurate numbers of our
weekly attendance, as the Synod and ELCA require this number in order to keep an accurate count of
worshipping ELCA members. None of your personal information is shared with the Synod. Also, as a
congregation, Elim gives money to our Southeast North Dakota Synod, and this is based on the number
of members who are attending, communing, and/or giving offerings. In addition, we like to send notes out
to our visitors and guests, welcoming them to our church and letting them know we are glad they are
here. Without the use of the attendance folders, we would not have this information. Thank you for your
cooperation.
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August Services Volunteers
USHERS/GREETERS
August 1
August 8
August 15
August 22
August 29

FLOWERS
August 1
August 8
August 15
August 22
August 29

LAYREADERS
August 1
August 8
August 15
August 22
August 29

MISSIONARY SUPPORT
August 1
August 8
August 15
August 22
August 29

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS
August 1
August 8

FUNERAL TEAM FOR AUGUST
CHILDREN’S MESSAGES

Drive-thru Communion has been suspended unless the Church again closes due to COVID,
at which time an announcement will be made. Thank you.

Please call Helen Armstrong at 701-230-9027 if you would like to sign up to be an
Usher, Lay Reader, or Communion Assistant.
Every Sunday is open for Missionary Support, which is $25.00 and can be given in honor of
or in memory of a loved one. If you would like to help with this ministry, please contact the
Elim office. Thank you.
Would you like to provide Altar Flowers in honor or memory of a loved one? If anyone
wishes to give flowers on any given Sunday, simply contact the church office with your
request and Connie will place your order or you may place your own order and let the office
know which Sunday they will be on the Altar.. Dalbol Flowers and Gifts allows Elim to choose
the bouquet colors and purchase both Altar bouquets for around $26.00. If you would like,
Elim office will order the flower color(s) you request. If you wish to take the flowers home with
you following worship, please let Connie know that when you call to order them. Thank you.

08/05
08/10
08/17
08/29

Richard Andring
Hazel Putz
Kim Olschlager
Jack Davies

If your birthday should be on this list and isn’t, please contact the Elim office. I apologize for the oversight.
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In memory of Fern Softing
In memory of Les Wassberg

Undesignated

Ed & Lani McAuley

Undesignated

Gwen Pitsenbarger

Pastor’s Final Summer Worship Series:
Sinner Turned Servant
August 1 - Tax collector
August 8 - Rejector
August 15 - Sermon by Bishop Tessa during Synod Assembly
August 22 - Crucifier of Christians
August 29 - Prostitute
September 5 - Intolerant one
On behalf of Elim, a “Thinking of You” card was sent to Pastor David Aaker, 10258 Cavell Circe, Bloomington, MN 55438.

July Baptisms, Funerals, Membership Transfers In , and Transfers Out
Baptisms: None
Funerals: Judith Ann Meyers (memorial service at gravesite)
Membership Transfers Out of Elim: None
Membership Transfers In to Elim: None
Deaths: Les Wassberg (in June)
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AmazonSmile is a simple way for you to support your favorite charitable organization every time you shop, at no cost to you. AmazonSmile is available
at smile.amazon.com on your web browser and can be activated in the Amazon
Shopping app for iOS and Android phones. When you shop with AmazonSmile,
you’ll find the exact same low prices, vast selection and convenient shopping experience as Amazon.com,
with the added benefit that AmazonSmile will donate 0.5% of your eligible purchases to the charitable organization of your choice. You can choose from over one million organizations to support (ours is Elim
Lutheran Church, Fargo, ND).
On your first visit to AmazonSmile, you will be prompted to select a charitable organization to receive donations from your future eligible AmazonSmile purchases. We will remember your selected charity whenever you shop at smile.amazon.com or with AmazonSmile activated in the Amazon Shopping app, and
then every eligible purchase you make through AmazonSmile will result in a donation for your selected
charity. AmazonSmile will occasionally contact you about donation amounts disbursed to your chosen
charity or about the program. half of the Worship & Music Committee and Church
CounThrivent News: Thrivent Action Teams
Are you aware of any unmet needs in the community that you want to impact? With Thrivent Action Teams you can bring a team together and take
action - a one-time fundraiser, service activity, or education event that can be completed within 90 days.
Thrivent members are able to apply for two Thrivent Action Team grants of up to $250 each per
year. This program allows members to quickly identify a need, receive resources, and put together a plan
to help affect change in their community and to serve members and society by guiding both to be wise
with money and live generously. Although one does need to be a Thrivent member to complete the application, participants on the team do not need to be Thrivent members.

Thrivent Action Teams are just one of the ways Thrivent members come together to learn, have fun, help
others and provide a way for members to give back to their communities. To learn more about Thrivent
Financial Action Teams visit www.Thrivent.com/actionteam/.

Live streaming of Sunday
Services will end for the
summer. Church Council
will revisit this option again
at the September Council
meeting. Please share any comments regarding
this option with Council members prior to the
September 14 meeting. We are so grateful to
Scott Strand for his services providing this
through COVID.

Sunday bulletin deadline is
the Wednesday morning
prior to the Sunday the announcement is to be in the
bulletin.
Monthly newsletter deadline
is
the 15th of the month prior to the month the announcement is to be in the newsletter.
If you have information that needs to be in either
the bulletin or newsletter and it’s past the deadline,
please contact Connie in the office at 232-2574 and
we can work with you. Thank you.

Did you know...…that Bethany Retirement Living is sponsored
by 36 congregations of the ELCA, including this one!? Delegates from sponsoring churches elect the Board of Trustees at
the Annual Meeting in April. The Board is charged with overseeing the policies and operations of Bethany Retirement Living. AND, members of this church are donors, advocates for Bethany and active in the Auxiliary that helps
enrich the quality of life for the residents. To learn more, visit Bethany’s web site at www.bethanynd.org.
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Elim Church Council
Meeting Reminder
Tuesday, September 14,
at 6:00 p.m. Any and all
are invited to attend.
From an Elim Council member: We need to be respectful to all Council
members, employees, fellow Elim members, and Elim volunteers. All
have their own unique, special gifts. We may disagree. Words need to
be thoughtful and civil, even in times of disagreement. And sometimes
you just need to walk away if that’s just not possible. Thank you.

The Revitalization Team
will meet at 4:30
on Tuesday, September 14,
prior to Elim’s Council
meeting.

Lines of Communication
If anyone has any questions or concerns regarding church operations, please contact the appropriate
person below for correct information. Thank you.
Pastor Caroline - Services / Worship
Prayers
Personal concerns
Visitation Schedule
Barb Rising -

Kitchen / Altar

Curt Meyer -

Church building / property cleaning
Event set-up

Helen Armstrong, Robyn Vinje, or Scott Strand Services / Worship
Music

Unique gifts are always fun! If you are looking for a one-of-a-kind puzzle - - Handmade 550 piece, 750 piece, or 1000 piece puzzles for sale, at $15-$20 each, made by Kim
Olschlager. Please call her at (701) 781-0824 for further information. Thank you.

Elim Church Council Members

Pastor Caroline Strand, Pastor
cstrand@elim-lutheran.org
701.232.2574 - - -507.398.3166 (after office hours cell)
Abby d’Eustachio, President
Jim Wolslegel, Vice President (Stewardship)
Karen Lind, Secretary (Mission Support)
Kacie Putz (Learning)
Helen Armstrong (Worship/Music)
Kerri Spiering (Service/Outreach))
Karen Lind (Mission Support)
Curt Meyer (Property)
John Lindstrom (Financial)

Elim Office Hours
Monday

All Church offices are closed

Tuesday

8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Wednesday 8:00 a.m. to Noon
Thursday:

8:00 a.m. to Noon

Friday:

All Church offices are closed

Elim Grapevine
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Elim Lutheran Church Calendar
August, 2021
Sunday

1

Monday

2

Worship with
Communion10:00

Tuesday

3

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

4

5

6

7

11

12

13

14

Worship &
Music Comm.
mtg-9:30
AA mtg.-Noon

8

9

Worship with
Communion10:00

15

10
AA mtg.-Noon

Synod
Assembly

Church Council
mtg-6:00 p.m.

16

Worship-10:00

17

18

19

20

21

25

26

27

28

AA mtg.-Noon

Synod
Assembly

22

23

Worship-10:00

9
Worship-10:00

24
AA mtg.-Noon

30

31
AA mtg.-Noon
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Elim Church
Grapevine
321 9th Street North
Fargo, ND 58102

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

321 Ninth Street North
Fargo, ND 58102
(701) 232-2574

www.elim-lutheran.org

Caroline Strand
Connie Rawls
Curt Meyer
Robyn Vinje
Scott Strand
Katie Narum Miyamoto

“Built on a Triangle with Faith in the Triune”

Organist
Choir Director

Pastor:
Office Administrator:
Maintenance:
Music Staff:
Missionary

Monthly Newsletter
August, 2021

