Peace be with you, Sisters and Brothers of Elim Lutheran Church,
In recent days I have been thinking about this last year. It has occurred to
Elim's Mission me, but not surprised me, that grief has been prevalent during the pandemic.
Statement
It is not always the typical way we think of grief, though. Usually, we think of
grief occurring as a result of the death of someone near and dear. However,
"With faith in the grief can take be caused by different happenings in one’s life.

Triune God, the
family of Elim
Lutheran Church
proclaims the
Gospel of Jesus
Christ through
word and
sacraments. In
our life together
as a Christian
congregation, we
provide a center
for members and
community to
worship and pray;
to meet and learn;
to be welcomed,
nourished, and
strengthened; to
rest and be
comforted; to
serve; and to go
forth and witness
to the world
through the
prayerful
stewardship of our
resources.

“Life is a series of hellos and good-byes, gains and losses. These come as
a matched set, and they are universal. For instance, a mother does not say
hello to a new baby without saying good-bye to pregnancy. A child cannot
begin to ride a two-wheeled bicycle without ending the ride with training
wheels. Experiencing life without loss would be like trying to create a tapestry without thread.” (A Time to Mourn, A time to Dance: Help for the Losses
in Life; Thrivent Financial for Lutherans, p. forward).
Grief is comprised of little losses which we usually ignore and big losses
which seem, at times, overwhelming. But grief is part of life. During the
COVID pandemic, some of us have lost family members or friends. Some
have lost contact and connection with others. These are examples of grief.
Recently, I received a notification from Hospice of the Red River Valley.
The article addresses different kinds of grief and offers free workshops for
support when one is suffering from a particular type of grief. Below is the list
of the workshops and the dates in 2021 when they will be taking place. If you
are interested in any of these sessions, please call the Hospice office to register at (800) 237-4629 or register online at www.bit.ly/griefclassregistration.
Hands-On Grief Education with an Artistic & Botanical Flair –
Thursday, May 6, 11:30 - 1:00; Register by April 22.
Celebrating Memories for Kids (ages 8 – 16) – Thursday, June 3,
11:30 – 1:00; Register by May 24.
Journeying Through Grief (adults) – Thursday, July 1, 11:30 –
1:00; Register by one day prior to class.
Comfort Pillows for Kids (ages 8 – 16) – Thursday, August 5,
11:30 – 1:00; Register by July 26.
Layers of Loss (loss related to the pandemic) – Thursday, September 2, 11:30 – 1:00; Register by one day prior to class.
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Pets and Loss – Thursday, October 7, 11:30 – 1:00; Register by one day prior to
class.
Grief During the Holidays – Thursday, November 4, 11:30 – 1:00; Register by one day
prior to class.
Hands-on Grief Nature Remembrance Candle – Thursday, December 2, 11:30 – 1:00;
Register by November 19.

Virtual Remembrance Services
May 6, 2021, 5:30 – 6:30; Register by one day prior to service.
October 7, 2021. 5:30 – 6:30; Register by one day prior to service.
Remember, in your grief you are not alone. I am available to guide you through your grief from
a faith perspective and there are places to go where you can receive help walking daily through
your grief. The Lord guides us as we travel through this life and helps us to learn from our grief,
no matter the kind of grief we are suffering. When we learn, we can share the burden of losses
with others and be strength for those who are sorrowful.
Always with you through Christ’s love,

Pastor Caroline

It is important that you record your information on Elim’s attendance
forms, as the Synod and ELCA require this number in order to keep an
accurate count of worshipping ELCA members. None of this information will be shared. Our benevolence to the Synod is based on our
Elim roster and the number of members who are attending, communing, and giving offerings. We realize this can be a nuisance, but we
very much appreciate your cooperation. If you are attending another
church and wish to have your membership transferred from Elim,
please contact the office of your new church and request a letter of
transfer from Elim.
We offer gently used children’s clothing and shoes to anyone at no charge. Everyone is welcome. We provide bags
to put clothing in to take home. We don’t offer diapers. We
are open the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of evey month from 11:00
a.m. to 1:00 p.m. We are located at First United Methodist
Church, 906-1st Ave. So., Fargo (please use west entrance.
To donate clothing and shoes: We also accept donations
of gently used children’s clothing and shoes. Please bring
items to our address between the hours of 8:30 to 3:00,
Monday thru Friday. Donation receipts are available. Office
phone number is 232-4416.
If you have any questions, please call Eileen at 701-7938226 or Cynthia at 701-200-3189.
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April Council Meeting
Tuesday, April 13, 2021, 6 pm

Present: Lenora Scheer, Pastor Caroline, Abby d’Eustachio, John Lindstrom, Jim Wolslegel, Karen
Lind, Kerri Spiering, and Curt Meyer
Absent: Kacie Putz
Call to Order: Open Prayer and Devotions
Pastor Caroline read Kacie’s devotions, as she was absent.
Minutes:

Jim moves to approve the minutes from the March meeting. Karen seconds. Motion carries.
Committee Reports:
Treasurer’s Report:
Kerri moves to approve Treasurer’s Report, Jim seconds. Motion carries.
Learning Committee: No report.
Worship & Music Committee:
The Worship & Music Committee will have an organizational meeting on April 20, 2021, at 10:00
a.m. at the Church.
Lenora has been talking to members to see who would be willing to help with reading, bell ringing, and ushering.
Property Committee:
Don Kounovsky trimmed the trees around the church
Pneumatic hinge on west door was repaired
Continued cleaning around church and grounds
Will begin repair work in women’s bathroom.
Stewardship Committee: No report. Jim shared an idea for individuals.
Service & Outreach Committee: No report.
Mission Support Committee:
Reached out to Lavonne and Eston about possibly continuing to help on the Outreach Committee. Will set up a time to meet.
Abby moves to approve the Committee Reports. Pastor Caroline seconds. Motion carries.
Pastor’s Report
Fern Softing passed away and there will be a Service when family determines.
Revitalization Update
Kerri will give a Temple Talk on Sunday, April 18, to update our members
Kerri moves to approve the Pastor’s Report. Abby seconds. Motion carries.

4

Elim Grapevine

Prior Business
Do we discontinue streamed services?
Kerri suggested we could have a survey in bulletin and e-mail.
For now, we will continue to live-stream through April.
New Business
Synod office had an extension in moving offices. No idea where.
Choir will resume in the fall.
Worship & Music will continue to look at alternative music.
Kerri moves to adjourn, Jim seconds. Motion carries.
Next Council Meeting: Tuesday, May 11, at 6 pm. Devotions - Lenora Scheer
Respectfully submitted by Karen Lind
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Treasurer’s Report
March, 2021

John Lindstrom

Balance Sheet
 The checking acct balance is $20,953.92. The balance at the beginning of the year was $19,095.73.

General Acct Fund balance is $1,676.51.

Income and Expense (3/12 or 25% through the year)
 Monthly pledge income was over budget (budget $8,667.00 vs. $8,949.00).
 Monthly total income was over budget (budget $10,170.00 vs. $16,413.71) due to the PPP monies.
 YTD pledge income is 21.59% of the budget $104,000 (actual $22,452.00).
 YTD total income is 24.92% of the budget $122,000.00 (actual $30,402.51).
 Monthly expenses were under budget (budget $13,290.00 vs. $10,375.03).
 YTD expenses are 18.03% of the budget $159,338.00 (actual $28,726.00)
nd
 The utility bill was $1,775.52. Paid annual Worker’s Comp premium of $249.84. Used $6,478.30 of 2
PPP monies to pay payroll and utility expenses.

Every faith community has different guidelines for in-person worship. We are using the guidance of the CDC, the ELCA, and what seems most appropriate for our
local area at this time. Everyone’s safety is our utmost concern!
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

If you are not feeling well, please stay home.
Masks will be required. Only those presiding may remove them.
We will continue observing the 6’ social distancing protocol.
Masks and hand sanitizer will be available.
Pews will be roped off to aid in social distancing; however, families are able to sit together.
Please use handicapped bathroom in the lower level, one person at a time.
We will not have coffee hour until further notice.
Pre-packaged communion cups (containing grape juice and a wafer) will be used for Holy Commu nion, and are to be picked up by individuals as they enter. Waste containers will be available for disposal.
9. Pastor Caroline will not greet congregation members before and after worship for safety reasons.
Also, with the start of in-person worship, it is very important to fill out your information asked for in the attendance sheets, which are in the small black folders in each pew. Elim needs accurate numbers of our
weekly attendance, as the Synod and ELCA require this number in order to keep an accurate count of
worshipping ELCA members. None of your personal information is shared with the Synod. Also, as a
congregation, Elim gives money to our Southeast North Dakota Synod, and this is based on the number
of members who are attending, communing, and/or giving offerings. In addition, we like to send notes out
to our visitors and guests, welcoming them to our church and letting them know we are glad they are
here. Without the use of the attendance folders, we would not have this information. Thank you for your
cooperation.
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May Services Volunteers
USHERS/GREETERS
May 2 Robert Scheer
May 9
May 16
May 23
May 30

FLOWERS
MISSIONARY SUPPORT
FUNERAL TEAM FOR MARCH

LAYREADERS
May 2 Jennifer Rheault
May 9
May 16
May 23
May 30

CHILDREN’S MESSAGES

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS
May 2
May 9
Drive-thru Communion has been suspended unless the Church again closes due to COVID,
at which time an announcement will be made. Thank you.

Please call Lenora Scheer at 701-237-9549 if you would like to sign up to be an
Usher, Lay Reader, or Communion Assistant.
Every Sunday is open for Missionary Support, which is $25.00 and can be given in honor of
or in memory of a loved one. If you would like to help with this ministry, please contact the
Elim office. Thank you.
Would you like to provide Altar Flowers in honor or memory of a loved one? If anyone
wishes to give flowers on any given Sunday, simply contact the church office with your
request and Connie will place your order or you may place your own order and let the office
know which Sunday they will be on the Altar.. Dalbol Flowers and Gifts allows Elim to choose
the bouquet colors and purchase both Altar bouquets for around $26.00. If you would like,
Elim office will order the flower color(s) you request. If you wish to take the flowers home with
you following worship, please let Connie know that when you call to order them. Thank you.

05/02
05/06
05/14
05/16
05/21

Christian Dick
Curt Meyer
Marie Lindstrom
Carol Jensen
Elaine Fiske

05/23
05/26

Ruth Idso
Dorothy Heieie
Shirley Peterson
Helen Armstrong

If your birthday should be on this list and isn’t, please contact the Elim office. I apologize for the oversight.
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None in April.

April Baptisms, Funerals, Membership Transfers In , and Transfers Out
Baptisms: None
Funerals: Fern Softing (funeral not yet scheduled)
Membership Transfers Out of Elim: None
Membership Transfers In to Elim: None
Deaths: Fern Softing
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Questions!
Call or e-mail Jim Wolslegel at 701-238-3575 or jwolslegel49@gmail.com

Did you know……that Bethany Retirement Living offers Transitional Care? If your physician recommends transitional care to help your recovery process, we can help you heal as
safely and quickly as possible. Transitional Care is available on a short-term basis for those
who are well enough to leave hospital care after an injury, illness or surgery but not quite
ready to resume all of the daily activities at home. Services include (but are not limited to)
social services, rehabilitative therapy, PT/OT/ST, diet and nutrition counseling, exercise and
social programming, pharmacy services, wellness care, spiritual care and more. For more information,
contact Heidi Escobar, Director of Admissions, at 701.239-3518 or hescobar@bethanynd.org.
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Elim Church Council
Meeting Reminder
Tuesday, May 11, at 6:00
p.m. at Elim. Any and all
are invited to attend.
From an Elim Council member: We need to be respectful to all Council
members, employees, fellow Elim members, and Elim volunteers. All have
their own unique, special gifts. We may disagree. Words need to be
thoughtful and civil, even in times of disagreement. And sometimes you
just need to walk away if that’s just not possible. Thank you.

The Revitalization Team
will meet at 4:30
at Pontoppidan on
May 11, prior to Elim’s
Council meeting.

Lines of Communication
If anyone has any questions or concerns regarding church operations, please contact the appropriate
person below for correct information. Thank you.
Pastor Caroline - Services / Worship
Prayers
Personal concerns
Visitation Schedule
Barb Rising -

Kitchen / Altar

Curt Meyer -

Church building / property cleaning
Event set-up

Lenora Scheer, Robyn Vinje, or Scott Strand Services / Worship
Music

Unique gifts are always fun! If you are looking for a one-of-a-kind puzzle - - Handmade 550 piece, 750 piece, or 1000 piece puzzles for sale, at $15-$20 each, made by Kim
Olschlager. Please call her at (701) 781-0824 for further information. Thank you.

Elim Church Council Members

Pastor Caroline Strand, Pastor
cstrand@elim-lutheran.org
701.232.2574 - - -507.398.3166 (after office hours cell)
Abby d’Eustachio, President
Jim Wolslegel, Vice President (Stewardship)
Karen Lind, Secretary (Mission Support)
Kacie Putz (Learning)
Lenora Scheer (Worship/Music)
Kerri Spiering (Service/Outreach))
Karen Lind (Mission Support)
Curt Meyer (Property)
John Lindstrom (Financial)

Elim Office Hours
Monday

All Church offices are closed

Tuesday

8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Wednesday 8:00 a.m. to Noon
Thursday:

8:00 a.m. to Noon

Friday:

All Church offices are closed
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Elim Lutheran Church Calendar
May, 2021 (subject to change)
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3

Worship with
Communion10:00

9

4

5

6

7

8

12

13

14

15

19

20

21

22

26

27

28

29

AA mtg.-Noon

10

11
AA mtg.-Noon
Revitalization
Team mtg-4:30
at Pontoppidan

Worship with
Communion10:00

16

Council-6:00 at
Elim

17

Worship-10:00

23

AA mtg.-Noon

24

Worship-10:00

30

Worship-10:00

18

25
AA mtg.-Noon

31

Memorial
Day

Pastor-vacation

Pastor-vacation
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

321 Ninth Street North
Fargo, ND 58102
(701) 232-2574

www.elim-lutheran.org

Caroline Strand
Connie Rawls
Curt Meyer
Robyn Vinje
Scott Strand
Katie Narum Miyamoto

“Built on a Triangle with Faith in the Triune”

Organist
Choir Director

Pastor:
Office Administrator:
Maintenance:
Music Staff:
Missionary
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