Lenten blessings,
Lenten and early Spring greetings. I would like to share with you some thoughts

Elim's Mission and ideas for new things at Elim. These tentative plans are on hold for now during
the COVID pandemic. I am attempting to do some future planning.
Statement
"With faith in the
Triune God, the
family of Elim
Lutheran Church
proclaims the
Gospel of Jesus
Christ through
word and
sacraments. In
our life together
as a Christian
congregation, we
provide a center
for members and
community to
worship and pray;
to meet and learn;
to be welcomed,
nourished, and
strengthened; to
rest and be
comforted; to
serve; and to go
forth and witness
to the world
through the
prayerful
stewardship of our
resources.

First, I would like to say a deep and heartfelt thank you to those who served in
the elected positions this past year. Although each of you elected were required to
fulfill their positions for an extra five weeks, I am deeply grateful for the willingness
to serve. God bless you and thank you.
It was suggested a few weeks ago by one of our members to post a daily statement of encouragement, a day brightener, or a quip on Elim’s Facebook page to
help make your day better. I am doing an informal survey to see if this idea is of
interest to anyone. Please contact the church office with your “yes let’s do it” or “no,
I’m not interested.” The office number is 232-3574. Thank you to the congregation
member for giving me this idea.
Last week, I received a notice from the ELCA about an old ministry being made
new again. This is a quilt ministry, where congregation members make quilts to
send to people in need. These quilts are shipped to people all around the globe.
Providing warmth, protection from rain or excessive heat, or possible wrapping a
child in the quilt to make carrying the little one easier to carry are some of the uses
of these quilts. This ministry has changed, as the directions are now provided to
create EASY, handmade quilts. There are several sewing and non-stitching steps in
the process. Please let me know by phone if this is something you’d like to pursue
when the church is fully open again. My personal number is 507-398-3166, or you
may call the church office.
The remainder of the services during Lent, the midweek services, Palm/Passion
Sunday, Maundy Thursday, and Good Friday will all be streamed. However, on
Easter Sunday, there will be an in-person Easter worship service, along with a
streamed service. There will be more on Easter Sunday at a later time.
The Book of Revelation, the last book of our Bible, is one of the most misunderstood books in the Bible. It is a fascinating and meaningful book. Here at Elim, I will
be hosting a Bible Study on this book, but I would like to know of your interest.
Please let me know, either by phone (numbers above) or email of your interest. The
time for this study will be scheduled when the Pandemic is over.
After being isolated for so long, I assume you are ready for something to get you
out of the house? Thus, I have been dwelling on new things to do and ways to
serve. May we all continue to do God’s work in a broken world. Our hands and
hearts are needed to love and serve, as well as keeping our minds always on
Christ.
Work willingly at whatever you do, as though you were working for the Lord rather
than for people. (Colossians 3:23-24)
Peace,

Pastor Carol
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Elim Congregation Members, As the seasons change and the
weather gets colder, our expenses are increasing and the church is
having a hard time keeping up. We really need your help in our time
of need through pledges, prayers, and offerings. Please remain diligent so that we can continue to meet our expenses to keep the
church running so we can continue to love and serve others in the
community, as we should.

Are you handy with a needle and thread? If so, please contact Pastor Carol, as she
needs
alterations done on her robe. Thank you.

We offer gently used children’s clothing and shoes to anyone
at no charge. Everyone is welcome. We provide bags to put
clothing in to take home. We don’t offer diapers. We are
open the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of evey month from 11:00 a.m.
to 1:00 p.m. We are located at First United Methodist
Church, 906-1st Ave. So., Fargo (please use west entrance.
To donate clothing and shoes: We also accept donations
of gently used children’s clothing and shoes. Please bring
items to our address between the hours of 8:30 to 3:00, Monday thru Friday. Donation receipts are available. Office
phone number is 232-4416.
If you have any questions, please call Eileen at 70179308226 or Cynthia at 701-200-3189.
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Forecast:
Warmth

As this project was SO successful the last couple of years,
again this winter, Elim is collecting new or clean, gently used
winter outerwear, including jackets, coats, snowpants, mittens, gloves, hats, scarves, and boots, sizes infant through
adult. We collect items throughout the year, so they are ready
when people need them. Prior to dropping your donations at
Elim, please sort by men’s, women’s, children’s, and boots.
You are asked to sort as Open Door has lost many volunteers
due to COVID. All winter outwear brought to the church for
this project will be donated to Open Door, which is a nondenominational, non-profit organization, and accepts all sizes
of clothing, then disburses the clothing to individuals free-ofcharge. Thank you.

Elim Church Council is reactivating a procedure
that has gone by the wayside for the past couple of
years. As Council Committee heads, you are
asked to submit your written Committee Report to
the office 1 week prior to the month’s Council meeting. This report will then be included in the individual Council packets for each meeting. If you do not
have a written report for that month, please let the
office know that, as well. Thank you.
Also, Elim’s next Council meeting (subject to
change) will be held on Tuesday, March 9, at 6:00
at the Church. If you have any comments, you may
contact a Council member or Pastor ahead of time,
or you are more than welcome to attend the meeting to voice your opinion in person. Thank you.

If you normally receive your newsletter by e-mail and have not received it by the first of the month,
please check your spam and junk
folders to see if it is in there. If not,
it could be an issue with your email provider blocking e-mails from
Elim. If you would please contact them to make
sure Elim’s e-mails are on the “whitelist” so e-mails
are not blocked. If you have any further issues,
please contact the church office at 232-2574.
Thank you.

Did you know...…that Bethany Retirement Living is now offering ASSISTED LIVING SHORT STAYS? The warm environment and services we offer make Bethany
a great option for seniors who want to give their normal caregivers a break, need to
recover after surgery or another medical issue, or who want to test the waters of
senior living. Our assisted living communities offer freedom from daily chores like
cooking, laundry and housekeeping. Your assisted living services can be customized to meet your unique needs. Both all-inclusive and individually customized service options are available. For information about short-stay Assisted Living, contact
Bethany Towers at 701.239.3739 or visit the website at https://www.bethanynd.org/
assisted-living-short-stay-suites/.
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Elim Church Council Minutes
Tuesday, February 9, 2021
6 pm

Present: Lenora Scheer, Pastor Carol, LaVonne Black, Abby D’Eustachio, John Lindstrom, Helen Armstrong, Kacie Putz, Jim Wolslegel, and Kjersten Nelson (coldest week of the year and everyone’s present!)
Pastor Carol opened the meeting with a prayer.
Minutes:
Helen moves to approve the minutes from the January meeting. Jim seconds. Motion carries.

Committee Reports:
Treasurer’s Report:
John notes that we are already $3800 in the red, due primarily to reduced income; expenses are also reduced. We also paid property taxes this month.
There was discussion about future possibilities for federal assistance.
Jim moved to accept the Treasurer’s report. Abby seconded. Motion carried.
Learning Committee: Kacie reports that Jennifer just delivered the next round of supplies for Sunday
School. This has been great for our kids.

Worship Committee: Helen reports that the committee recommended that Pastor Carol continues to work
from home as needed for health reasons. Robin continues to come to church to play and Scott records to
incorporate into the virtual services. Wednesday night Lenten services will be virtual. Thanks to those who
have been reading! Lenora asks about drive-through communion. Pastor Carol reports there have been
anywhere from 3 (in recent weeks) to 9.
Property Committee: Jim reports that a water sensor has been installed so that Curt is alerted if anything
goes wrong with the water.
Stewardship Committee: No report.
Service Committee: No report
Mission Support Committee: No report

Pastor Carol moves to approve the consent agenda. LaVonne seconds. Motion carries.
Pastor’s Report
No baptisms, weddings, funerals.
Pastor Carol noted that holding the annual meeting in February is not consistent with our bylaws. After a
short discussion, there was consensus that this was necessary due to COVID circumstances.
There is a list of members who, by policy, will be removed from the membership list. After discussion, we
decided to leave these members on the membership list for another year.
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Helen moves the following: Ash Wednesday services will be in person (and live-streamed), but it is expected that attendance will be small enough that distancing will be possible. The service and annual
meeting on February 28th will also be in person and live-streamed, as will Easter Sunday (April 4).
Jim seconds. Motion carries.
LaVonne moves to approve the Pastor’s report. Abby seconds. Motion carries.
Prior Business
No prior business
New Business

The Nominating Committee has presented a report and slate for the Annual Meeting ballot.
Helen moves to accept the Annual Meeting report. Abby seconds. Motion carries.
Abby moves to accept the ballot and Nominating Committee report. Pastor Carol seconds. Motion carries.
Foundation report. Jim moves to approve the Elim Foundation minutes and disbursements. Pastor Carol
seconds. Motion carries.
Revitalization Committee. The committee met today and is researching options to present to the Council
and congregation. Some options include renting office space, talking to Pontoppidan about a possible
merger, assessing the value of the property and cost of necessary repairs.
Thank you from Pastor Carol to those Council members who are completing their terms. The pandemic
has been particularly difficult! LaVonne thanks Pastor Carol for her leadership during this time.
Next Council Meeting: Tuesday, March 9 at 6 pm
Submitted by Kjersten Nelson

January, 2021, Treasurer’s Report

John Lindstrom

Balance Sheet
 The checking acct balance is $15,420.96. The balance at the beginning of the year was $19,095.73.

General Acct Fund balance after January is -$3,806.45.

Income and Expense (1/12 or 8.3% through the year)








Monthly pledge income was under budget (budget $8,667.00 vs. $5,502.00).
Monthly total income was under budget (budget $10,170.00 vs. $5,672.00).
YTD pledge income is 5.29% of the budget $104,000 (actual $5,502.00).
YTD total income is 4.65% of the budget $122,000.00 (actual $5,672.00).
Monthly expenses were under budget (budget $13,295.00 vs. $9,478.45).
YTD expenses are 5.95% of the budget $159,338.00 (actual $9,478.45)
The utility bill was $1,481.68. Paid the property taxes of $1,193.30.
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March Services Volunteers
USHERS/GREETERS
March 7
March 14
March 21
March 28

MISSIONARY SUPPORT

LAYREADERS
March 7
March 14
March 21
March 28

CHILDREN’S MESSAGES

FUNERAL TEAM FOR MARCH

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS
March 7
March 14
FLOWERS
Drive-thru Communion will be held the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of each month at the South
entrance until Church reopens. If schedule changes, a notification will be sent out.

Please call Helen Armstrong at 701-230-9027 if you would like to sign up to be an
Usher, Lay Reader, or Communion Assistant.
Every Sunday is open for Missionary Support, which is $25.00 and can be given in honor of
or in memory of a loved one. If you would like to help with this ministry, please contact the
Elim office. Thank you.
Would you like to provide Altar Flowers in honor or memory of a loved one? If anyone
wishes to give flowers on any given Sunday, simply contact the church office with your
request and Connie will place your order or you may place your own order and let the office
know which Sunday they will be on the Altar.. Dalbol Flowers and Gifts allows Elim to choose
the bouquet colors and purchase both Altar bouquets for around $26.00. If you would like,
Elim office will order the flower color(s) you request. If you wish to take the flowers home with
you following worship, please let Connie know that when you call to order them. Thank you.

03/03
03/05
03/13
03/20
03/27
03/29

Lincoln Dick
Marilyn Dolezal
Meya Savanh
LouAnn Dutt
Adeline Geist
Glenn Paulson
Royce Black
Betty Christianson

If your birthday should be on this list and isn’t, please contact the Elim office. I apologize for the oversight.
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In memory of

Hallie Anderson

General Fund

Dale & Liz Anderson

February Baptisms, Funerals, Membership Transfers In , and Transfers Out
Baptisms: None
Funerals: None
Membership Transfers Out of Elim: None
Membership Transfers In to Elim: None
Deaths: None
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Elim Church Council
Meeting Reminder
Tuesday, March 9, at 6:00
p.m. Any and all are
invited to attend.
From an Elim Council member: We need to be respectful to all Council
members, employees, fellow Elim members, and Elim volunteers. All have
their own unique, special gifts. We may disagree. Words need to be
thoughtful and civil, even in times of disagreement. And sometimes you
just need to walk away if that’s just not possible. Thank you.
Lines of Communication
If anyone has any questions or concerns regarding church operations, please contact the appropriate
person below for correct information. Thank you.
Pastor Carol - Services / Worship
Prayers
Personal concerns
Visitation Schedule
Connie -

Bulletin / Newsletter

Barb Rising -

Kitchen

Curt Meyer, - Church building / property
Jim Wolslegel Cleaning
Event set-up

Helen Armstrong, Robyn Vinje, or Scott Strand Services / Worship
Music

Unique gifts are always fun! If you are looking for a one-of-a-kind puzzle - - Handmade 550 piece, 750 piece, or 1000 piece puzzles for sale, at $15-$20 each, made by Kim
Olschlager. Please call her at (701) 781-0824 for further information. Thank you.

Elim Church Council Members

Pastor Carol Strand, Pastor
cstrand@elim-lutheran.org
701.232.2574 - - -507.398.3166 (after office hours cell)
Abby d’Eustachio, President
Kacie Putz, Vice President (Learning)
Kjersten Nelson, Secretary (Stewardship)
Helen Armstrong, (Worship/Music)
Lenora Scheer (Service/Outreach))
LaVonne Black (Mission Support)
Jim Wolslegel (Property)
John Lindstrom (Financial)

Temporary Elim Office Hours
(Until regular Worship resumes)
Monday

All Church offices are closed

Tuesday:

8:00 a.m. to 1:15 p.m.

Wednesday and Thursday: 8:00 a.m. to
Noon
Friday:

All Church offices are closed
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Elim Lutheran Church Calendar
March, 2021 (subject to change)
Sunday

Monday

1

7

8

Streamed
Worship Service with Holy
Communion10:00

14

15

Streamed
Worship Service with Holy
Communion10:00

21

22

Streamed
Worship Service-10:00

28

Streamed
Palm Sunday
Worship
Service-10:00
Annual Mtg.11:00

29

Tuesday

Wednesday

2

3

AA mtg.Noon

Streamed Lenten
Service-6:30 (no
in-person Worship)

9

10

AA mtg.Noon
Council6:00

Drive-thru
Comm.-5:30 to
6:15, south entrance
Streamed Lenten
Service-6:30 (no
in-person Worship)

16

17

AA mtg.Noon

Streamed Lenten
Service-6:30 (no
in-person Worship)

23

24

AA mtg.Noon

Drive-thru Communion-5:30 to
6:15, south entrance
Streamed Lenten
Service-6:30 (no
in-person Worship)

30

31

AA mtg.Noon

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

4

5

6

11

12

13

18

19

20
Hello
Spring!

25

26

27
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Elim 10
Lutheran Church
321 9th Street North
Fargo, ND 58102

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

321 Ninth Street North
Fargo, ND 58102
(701) 232-2574

www.elim-lutheran.org

Carol Strand
Connie Rawls
Curt Meyer
Robyn Vinje
Scott Strand
Katie Narum Miyamoto

“Built on a Triangle with Faith in the Triune”

Organist
Choir Director

Pastor:
Office Administrator:
Maintenance:
Music Staff:
Missionary

Monthly Newsletter
March, 2021

