Dearest Elim Family and Friends,
As you read this, please know I’m writing this in the middle of December so I can

Elim's Mission finish in time for the deadline to submit this article. In fact, it will be a couple of
weeks before the end of December, so with everything going on in the United States
Statement

and COVID, things could likely change between the writing and the reading of the
"With faith in the latest newsletter.
Triune God, the
Even though we don’t know when our doors will open, there are some things we
family of Elim
can
look forward to when things get back to get back to normal:
Lutheran Church
proclaims the
Bible Study and Pub Night – topic: Truth and Myth of Revelation.
Gospel of Jesus
Sunday School – fun and learning with Jennifer Rheault.
Christ through
In-person worship – singing and sharing Holy Communion.
word and
Choir – singing together for praise to the Lord.
sacraments. In
After-worship social time – talk to and reconnect with friends.
our life together
as a Christian
These are just a few of things we have been missing and can anticipate returning
congregation, we to. We can also look ahead to serving our neighbors in stronger and more personal
provide a center ways. We’ve been able to do this minimally while our doors are closed temporarily.
for members and However, there have been a few things accomplished as out reach to our communicommunity to
ty: members distributed cold water to homeless this past summer as well as so
worship and pray; much that others do, one of our families has provided personal health care products
to meet and learn; for those in need, one has provided socks and wrapped Christmas treats, several
to be welcomed, have donated to project warmth, some have sent cards to our homebound memnourished, and bers. There are likely more good works than I am not aware of, but I commend the
strengthened; to Elim family for the outreach you provide to others. I am grateful for all of you do.
Thank you. Thank you. Thank you.
rest and be
comforted; to
I pray each of you stays healthy and that the global pandemic ends soon. But I
serve; and to go
also
thank God for the opportunities to spend more time with our families, for deeper
forth and witness
conversations
via phone with those we cannot see, and for the love of God that
to the world
holds
us
tenderly
during these challenging times.
through the
prayerful
Happy New Year. May God continue to bless you and be gracious to you.
stewardship of our
May God’s light shine upon you in 2021.
resources.
Always in Christ,

Pastor Carol

As God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility,
meekness, and patience. (Col 3:12 NRSV)
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Forecast:
Warmth

As this project was SO successful last year, again this winter,
Elim is collecting new or clean, gently used winter outerwear,
including jackets, coats, snowpants, mittens, gloves, hats,
scarves, and boots, sizes infant through adult. We collect
items throughout the year, so they are ready when people
need them. Prior to dropping your donations at Elim, please
sort by men’s, women’s, children’s, and boots. You are asked
to sort as Open Door has lost many volunteers due to COVID.
All winter outwear brought to the church for this project will be
donated to Open Door, which is a non-denominational, nonprofit organization, and accepts all sizes of clothing, then disburses the clothing to individuals free-of-charge. Thank you.

If you normally receive your newsletter by e-mail and have not received it by the
first of the month, please check your spam and junk folders to see if it is in there.
If not, it could be an issue with your e-mail provider blocking e-mails from Elim. If
you would please contact them to make sure Elim’s e-mails are on the “whitelist”
so e-mails are not blocked. If you have any further issues, please contact the
church office at 232-2574. Thank you.

Elim Congregation Members,
As the seasons change and the weather starts getting colder, our expenses are increasing and the church is having a hard time keeping up.
We really need your help in our time of need through pledges, prayers,
and offerings. Please remain diligent so that we can continue to meet
our expenses to keep the church running so we can continue to love and
serve others in the community, as we should.
-Abby d'Eustachio, Elim Church Council President
Elim Church Council is reactivating a procedure that has gone by the wayside for the past couple of
years. As Council Committee heads, you are asked to submit your written Committee Report to the office
1 week prior to the month’s Council meeting. This report will then be included in the individual Council
packets for each meeting. If you do not have a written report for that month, please let the office know
that, as well. Thank you.

Also, Elim’s next Council meeting (subject to change) will be held on Tuesday, January 12, at 6:00 at
the Church. If you have any comments, you may contact a Council member or Pastor ahead of time, or
you are more than welcome to attend the meeting to voice your opinion in person. Thank you.
Did you know…..…Bethany Retirement Living strives to meet not only the physical
and health needs of our residents but their social and spiritual needs, as well. To
that end, in addition to regular worship opportunities and individual ministry, Bethany’s Chaplain, Pastor Phil Larson, records a weekly devotion that is posted on
Bethany’s Facebook page. If you need or want a timely and inspirational message
to start your week, visit and like the Bethany Retirement Living page on Facebook.
To reach Pastor Phil directly, call 701.239.3234 or email plarson@bethanynd.org.
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Elim Church Council Minutes
Tuesday, December 8, 2020, 6:03 p.m.
Opening Prayer for Council – December 8, 2020
Let us pray.
Lord God, You are the most Holy One, the King of kings and Lord of lords, that guides
us on life’s pathways and directs our days and deeds.
We ask You this night, as we attempt to the good work of Your church, to guide and
direct us again, according to Your will. Help us to make wise decisions, according to
what You want us to accomplish. And watch over all those who suffer in any way.
In your most Holy Son’s name, Jesus the Messiah. Amen.

Present: Helen Armstrong, LaVonne Black, Abby d’Eustachio, John Lindstrom, Lenora Scheer, Jim
Wolslegel, LeNora Scheer, Pastor Carol Strand
Kjersten Nelson and Kacie Putz – (via conference call)
The meeting was called to order by President Abby d’Eustachio at 6:05 pm, December 8, 2020.
The Secretary’s minutes from the November, 2020 Council meetings. Pastor Carol made the motion to
approve, LaVonne Black seconded the motion, and Council voted to approve.
The Treasurer’s Report was given by John Lindstrom. The income is approximately $700 lower
than at the same time last year, because there is no loose change in the offering. The correction was
made to show the income was approximately $11,000 lower than at the same time last year. There was
an error in the minutes regarding the Treasurer’s report for November. That has been corrected to show
made to show the income was approximately $11,000 lower than at the same time last year. The sewer
bill was paid from the Lorena Graf and the Foundation. The utility bill has increased due to the colder
weather. Jim Wolslegel made the motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report and Abby d’Eustachio seconded. Council voted to approve.
Consent Agenda
There was no written report for the Learning Committee report. Kacie Putz reported verbally that
Sunday School is still being held virtually (in the homes of Elim families). Kim Stromberg, Pontoppidan
Lutheran Church, is still supplying craft materials for Elim’s students. No Bible study at this time.
The Worship Committee report: Thank you to Connie Rawls, Curt Meyer, and Pastor Carol for
decorationg the sanctuary and to Scott Strand for producing the streamed worship services.
The Property Committee report was presented by Jim Wolslegel. Peggy Haugrud decorated the
front of the church for Christmas. Bell Bank is being looked at regarding a new church insurance policy.
The Stewardship Committee report was given. Kjersten Nelson reported the Stewardship letter
and pledge cards are going out this week.
The Service/Outreach Committee: Nothing new to report.
The Mission Support Committee: LaVonne Black will be sending out Christmas cards to Elim’s
homebound.
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A motion to approve the Consent Agenda was made by Helen Armstrong, seconded Jim
Wolslegel, and approved by the Council.
Pastor’s Report
Orville and Shirley Slusher have transferred out of Elim.
The Missionary Convenant Contract requires renewal. Elim donates $25 per month. Jim
Wolslegel made the motion to renew the covenant and Helen Armstrong seconded it. The
Council voted to approve the renewal of our missionary.
Pastor will be having surgery on January 14, 2021 and will need just 3 or 4 days off if the
outcome of the surgery is as expected.
Pastor’s Report was approved by the Council after Lenora Scheer made the motion to approve and Abby d’Eustachio seconded the motion.
Prior Business
There was no prior business discussed.
New Business
There is a Nominating Committee, Helen Armstrong, Karen Lind, and Linda Olschlager,
working on the election ballot to be presented at the Annual Meeting.
Annual meeting scheduling was discussed. Elim’s Constitution says the meeting should
be held in January. Pastor Carol will check with the Synod office regarding rescheduling due to
the COVID pandemic.
A Constitutional Amendment regarding a change in the number of members elected for
Synod Assembly. The new wording for item C5.04 in Elim’s Constitution will be voted on and will
read: This number is based on membership, so as of January 1, 2021, Elim shall be represented
by its Pastor and the number of members as required by the Eastern North Dakota Synod.
Annual reports are due to the church office by the end of the first week of January.
Lavonne Black made the motion to approval the New Business and Abby d’Eustachio seconded the motion. The Motion passed with Council approval.
Open Discussion – A Council Member requested that there is a need for respect at Elim.
All Elim members, Council members, Staff, Employees, and Volunteers should all be respected.
All people have their own special gifts and ideas. And remember to speak thoughtfully.
Next Council Meeting – Tuesday, January 12, 2021 at 6:00 pm
Meeting closed with the Lord’s prayer and adjourned at 6:48 pm.
Respectively submitted by Pastor Carol Strand in the absence of the Council Secretary
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November, 2020, Treasurer’s Report

John Lindstrom

Balance Sheet
 The checking acct balance is $15,057.13. The balance at the beginning of the year was $1,476.82.

General Acct Fund balance after October is -$415.95.

Income and Expense (11/12 or 91.6% through the year)








Monthly pledge income was under budget (budget $8,667.00 vs. $7,122.00).
Monthly total income was under budget (budget $10,251.00 vs. $7,173.88).
YTD pledge income is 83.32% of the budget $104,000 (actual $86,655.70).
YTD total income is 96.73% of the budget $123,000.00 (actual $118,978.38).
Monthly expenses were under budget (budget $13,266.00 vs. $9,814.69).
YTD expenses are 74.93% of the budget $159,338.00 (actual $119,394.33)
The utility bill was $625.15. Paid semi-annual property premium of $3,145.50. Paid $7,845 for sewer
repairs. This was paid from Foundation earnings, memorial fund earnings and the original Loriena
Graf repair fund.

Seize the moment!
Remember all those women on the
Titanic who waved off the dessert cart.

-Erma Bombeck
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January Services Volunteers
USHERS/GREETERS
Jan. 3
Jan. 10
Jan. 17
Jan. 24
Jan. 31

FLOWERS
MISSIONARY SUPPORT
FUNERAL TEAM FOR FEBRUARY

LAYREADERS
Jan. 3
Jan. 10
Jan. 17
Jan. 24
Jan. 31

CHILDREN’S MESSAGES

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS
Jan. 3
Jan. 10
Drive-thru Communion will be held the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of each month at the South
entrance until Church reopens. If schedule changes, a notification will be sent out.

Please call Helen Armstrong at 701-230-9027 if you would like to sign up to be an
Usher, Lay Reader, or Communion Assistant.
Every Sunday is open for Missionary Support, which is $25.00 and can be given in honor of
or in memory of a loved one. If you would like to help with this ministry, please contact the
Elim office. Thank you.
Would you like to provide Altar Flowers in honor or memory of a loved one? If anyone
wishes to give flowers on any given Sunday, simply contact the church office with your
request and Connie will place your order or you may place your own order and let the office
know which Sunday they will be on the Altar.. Dalbol Flowers and Gifts allows Elim to choose
the bouquet colors and purchase both Altar bouquets for around $26.00. If you would like,
Elim office will order the flower color(s) you request. If you wish to take the flowers home with
you following worship, please let Connie know that when you call to order them. Thank you.

01/02
01/04
01/05
01/06
01/17

Gwen Pitsenbarger
Ben Davies
Greg Nelson
Evie Andring
Andrea Dick

01/23 Scott Strand
01/24 Donna Turner
Tricia Andring
01/28 Marlys Simenson
01/30 Aaron Putz

If your birthday should be on this list and isn’t, please contact the Elim office. I apologize for the oversight.
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None in December.

December Baptisms, Funerals, Membership Transfers In , and Transfers Out
Baptisms: None
Funerals: None
Membership Transfers Out of Elim: None
Membership Transfers In to Elim: None
Deaths: None
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Elim Church Council
Meeting Reminder
Tuesday, January 12, at
6:00 p.m. Any and all are
invited to attend.
From an Elim Council member: We need to be respectful to all Council
members, employees, fellow Elim members, and Elim volunteers. All have
their own unique, special gifts. We may disagree. Words need to be
thoughtful and civil, even in times of
disagreement. And sometimes you
just need to walk away if that’s just not possible. Thank you.
Lines of Communication
If anyone has any questions or concerns regarding church operations, please contact the appropriate
person below for correct information. Thank you.
Pastor Carol - Services / Worship
Prayers
Personal concerns
Visitation Schedule
Connie -

Bulletin / Newsletter

Barb Rising -

Kitchen

Curt Meyer, - Church building / property
Jim Wolslegel Cleaning
Event set-up

Helen Armstrong, Robyn Vinje, or Scott Strand Services / Worship
Music

Unique gifts are always fun! If you are looking for a one-of-a-kind puzzle - - Handmade 550 piece, 750 piece, or 1000 piece puzzles for sale, at $15-$20 each, made by Kim
Olschlager. Please call her at (701) 781-0824 for further information. Thank you.

Elim Church Council Members

Pastor Carol Strand, Pastor
cstrand@elim-lutheran.org
701.232.2574 - - -507.398.3166 (after office hours cell)
Abby d’Eustachio, President
Kacie Putz, Vice President (Learning)
Kjersten Nelson, Secretary (Stewardship)
Helen Armstrong, (Worship/Music)
Lenora Scheer (Service/Outreach))
LaVonne Black (Mission Support)
Jim Wolslegel (Property)
John Lindstrom (Financial)

Temporary Elim Office Hours
(Until regular Worship resumes)
Monday

All Church offices are closed

Tuesday:

8:00 a.m. to 1:15 p.m.

Wednesday and Thursday: 8:00 a.m. to
Noon
Friday:

All Church offices are closed
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Elim Lutheran Church Calendar
January, 2021 (subject to change)
Sunday

3

Monday

4

Live-Streamed
Worship Service with Holy
Communion10:00

10

Tuesday

5

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

6

7

8

9

12

13

14

15

16

AA Meeting-Noon
Council
meeting6:00

Drive-thru
Communion
-5:30 to
6:15, south
entrance

AA Meeting-Noon

11

Live-Streamed
Worship Service with Holy
Communion10:00

Pastor-out of office

17

18

Live-Streamed
Worship Service-10:00

24 / 31
Live-Streamed
Worship Service-10:00

19

20

21

22

23

26

27

28

29

30

AA Meeting-Noon

Drive-thru
Communion
-5:30 to
6:15, south
entrance

AA Meeting-Noon

25
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Elim Lutheran Church
10
321 9th Street North
Fargo, ND 58102

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

321 Ninth Street North
Fargo, ND 58102
(701) 232-2574

www.elim-lutheran.org

Carol Strand
Connie Rawls
Curt Meyer
Robyn Vinje
Scott Strand
Katie Narum Miyamoto

“Built on a Triangle with Faith in the Triune”

Organist
Choir Director

Pastor:
Office Administrator:
Maintenance:
Music Staff:
Missionary
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