Elim Lutheran Church
All scheduled activities are subject to change.

Thoughts
from Pastor
Carol

Greetings Dear Ones,

Elim's Mission Here we are in the month of November. My
Statement
heart is heavy these days because of all the
things we have had to endure these past
"With faith in the months. We are still dealing with this COVIDTriune God, the
19 virus. There continues to be racial unrest
family of Elim
Lutheran Church in our country. The presidential elections
have caused much uproar. In addition, each
proclaims the
Gospel of Jesus of us has to work through our own individual issues and problems.
Christ through Please know that I am deeply grieving the opportunity to be with you all. I
miss worshipping together (as I write this we remain open for in person worword and
sacraments. In ship), but who knows what the next weeks will bring. I miss sharing the
our life together peace that passes all understanding and our services the way they used to
as a Christian be (we Lutherans do like our music). I miss doing home, senior residence,
congregation, we and hospital visits with those who are unable to come to church. And I miss
provide a center hugs.

for members and
community to
worship and pray;
to meet and learn;
to be welcomed,
nourished, and
strengthened; to
rest and be
comforted; to
serve; and to go
forth and witness
to the world
through the
prayerful
stewardship of our
resources.

Please know that I continue to offer prayers for the world and all in need, as
we pray weekly in our Prayers of the People. I also keep all our Elim family in
my prayers. Each and everyone of you is carried deeply in my heart.
As we continue to journey in the midst of a global pandemic, I am reminded
as Thanksgiving approaches that we still have much to be thankful for. We
are abundantly given life’s necessities by the God who loves all beyond compare. We have food, family, friends, and roofs over our heads. The changing
seasons are a gift which I’ve come to appreciate, except for maybe all the
wind. But even in that, I’ve grown to enjoy the whisper of the wind through
the trees or it’s howl as our windows rattle. And I am truly grateful for each of
you and give thanks to God you.
Please continue to raise up your prayers to the
God who hears them all, asking God to care for
this world in times such as these. God bless you
all and know that I miss you.
Be devoted to one another in love. Honor one another above yourselves. (Romans 10:12)
Together with Christ,
Pastor Carol
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Elim Church Council is reactivating a procedure that has gone by the wayside for the past couple of
years. As Council Committee heads, you are asked to submit your written Committee Report to the office
1 week prior to the month’s Council meeting. This report will then be included in the individual Council
packets for each meeting. If you do not have a written report for that month, please let the office know
that, as well. Thank you.
Also, Elim’s next Council meeting (subject to change) will be held on Tuesday, November 10, at 6:00
in the Church. If you have any comments, you may contact a Council member or Pastor ahead of time,
or you are more than welcome to attend the meeting to voice your opinion in person. Thank you.

When you wish someone

Bible Study: Due to COVID, Elim will NOT be holding the Revelation: Myth or Truth Bible Study. These
sessions will be held at a later date, yet to be determined.

Did you know...…that nearly 350 volunteers assist the paid staff at Bethany Retirement Living? Volunteers, representing our sponsor churches through the Auxiliary,
as well as individuals from schools, colleges, businesses and the community at
large, serve the residents by helping out in the business office, helping with activities, caring for plants, serving as companions to residents, delivering mail, conducting events and countless other rewarding tasks. If you want to volunteer, contact
Bethany at 701.239.3246 or 701.478.8904 or visit Bethany’s web site at
www.bethanynd.org/volunteer.
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October Council Meeting
Wednesday, October 14, 2020
6 pm

Present: Helen Armstrong, LaVonne Black, Lenora Scheer, John Lindstrom, Pastor Carol Strand, Jim
Wolslegel
Absent: Abby d’Eustachio, Kjersten Nelson, Kacie Putz
The meeting was called to order by Jim Wolslegel (in the absence of the President, Vice President, and
Secretary) at 6:05 pm, October 14, 2020.
Pastor Carol opened with prayer.
The September 2020 Secretary’s minutes were reviewed. Helen Armstrong made the motion to approve,
Pastor Carol Seconded the motion, and Council voted to approve.
The Treasurer’s Report was given by John Lindstrom. The income through September 2020 is lower
than the budgeted amounts. Our custodian Curt Meyer and our worship accompanist Robyn Vinje are now
receiving their pay after the church being closed during the middle of March through the middle of October. The utilities will be going up due to furnace use during the colder weather.
Consent Agenda
There was no Learning Committee report. Pastor Carol reported that Jennifer Rheault, with assistance
from Kacie Putz, will send out Sunday School material to our students weekly. Sunday School can be an
at home activity for families. Pontoppidan Lutheran Church has purchased craft materials for our students
to use as Jennifer wishes.
Helen Armstrong presented the Worship Committee report. There was a request by a congregation
member to change the flowers behind the altar to autumn-colored flowers. Pastor Carol will take care of
this. There will be an honoring of the 2020 confirmands at the Reformation Service on October 25, 2020,
because there was no congregational service for Confirmation. Discussion was held about humming or
singing with masks and special music during worship.
The Property Committee report was presented by Jim Wolslegel. There were sewer issues due to tree
roots growing into our sewer pipes. The issue was repaired, but no bill has been received yet. Questions
were asked about the ventilation in the sanctuary regarding the stained-glass windows. The windows are
unable to be opened. It has been requested to keep the south doors closed during worship because it is
too cold. It was decided to continue to keep the ceiling fans running on Sundays for air circulation.
No Stewardship Committee report was given.
Lenora Scheer gave the Service/Outreach Committee report. Discussion regarding community outreach
was discussed. The decision to do one ingathering per month. The sites where donation materials will be
given are the New Life Center, Rape and Abuse Center, Emergency Food Pantry, and Open Doors. Open
Doors will receive outdoor winter wear throughout the winter months. Also discussed was a new Veterans’
Center near the Sons of Norway.
Pastor’s Report
Pastor Carol reported that a second copyright license needed to be purchased in addition to the CCLI license we already own. The second license is provided by One License. The Council made motion, seconded, and approved the motion that the church office remains closed on Fridays. During the pandemic,
there are very few people coming into the office. The phone message will be changed to reflect Pastor’s
home phone number in case of emergencies.
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The Mission Support Committee continues to send out greeting cards for members’ birthdays, as reported by LaVonne Black.
A motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report and the Consent Agenda was made by Helen Armstrong, seconded by LaVonne Black, and approved by the Council.
Prior Business
Helen Armstrong questioned the responsibility of the Council to allow the church to remain open when
COVID-19 cases are approximately three times worse than when we were closed previously. Council discussed the responsibility and care for our members when we are holding worship services. It was decided
to hold a special meeting on Tuesday, October 27, at 5:00 pm, to make decisions. The congregation will
receive letters to give their views.
New Business
During COVID, we will change the way we celebrate in-worship Communion. Pastor Carol will explain the
procedure when and if this begins.
Next Council Meeting – Tuesday, November 10, 2020 at 6:00 pm
Meeting closed with the Lord’s prayer and adjourned at 7:17 pm.

Respectively submitted by Pastor Carol Strand in the absence of the Council Secretary

September, 2020, Treasurer’s Report

John Lindstrom

Balance Sheet
 The checking acct balance is $21,070.08. The balance at the beginning of the year was $1,476.82.

General Acct Fund balance after June is $5,597.00.

Income and Expense (9/12 or 75% through the year)








Monthly pledge income was under budget (budget $8,667.00 vs. $6,499.00).
Monthly total income was under budget (budget $10,251.00 vs. $7,075.24).
YTD pledge income is 68.86% of the budget $104,000 (actual $71,617.70).
YTD total income is 84.35% of the budget $123,000.00 (actual $103,746.50).
Monthly expenses were under budget (budget $13,279.00 vs. $8,872.12).
YTD expenses are 61.6% of the budget $159,338.00 (actual $98,149.50)
The utility bill was $398.72.
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November Services Volunteers
USHERS/GREETERS
Nov. 1
Nov. 8
Nov. 15
Nov. 22
Nov. 24?
Nov. 29

FLOWERS
MISSIONARY SUPPORT
FUNERAL TEAM FOR FEBRUARY

LAYREADERS
Nov. 1
Nov. 8
Nov. 15
Nov. 22
Nov. 24?
Nov. 29

CHILDREN’S MESSAGES

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS
Nov. 1
Nov. 8
Communion will be held on the 1st and 2nd Sundays of each month.

Please call Helen Armstrong at 701-230-9027 if you would like to sign up to be an
Usher, Lay Reader, or Communion Assistant.
Every Sunday is open for Missionary Support, which is $25.00 and can be given in honor of
or in memory of a loved one. If you would like to help with this ministry, please contact the
Elim office. Thank you.
Would you like to provide Altar Flowers in honor or memory of a loved one? If anyone
wishes to give flowers on any given Sunday, simply contact the church office with your
request and Connie will place your order or you may place your own order and let the office
know which Sunday they will be on the Altar.. Dalbol Flowers and Gifts allows Elim to choose
the bouquet colors and purchase both Altar bouquets for around $26.00. If you would like,
Elim office will order the flower color(s) you request. If you wish to take the flowers home with
you following worship, please let Connie know that when you call to order them. Thank you.

11/02
11/05
11/08
11/09

Rebecca Slusher
Zona Mathison
Kerri Spiering
Corbin Andring
Bonnie Duggan

11/11
11/14
11/17
11/27

Barbara Rising
Fern Softing
Ryan Nagle
Frank Anderson

If your birthday should be on this list and isn’t, please contact the Elim office. I apologize for the oversight.
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In memory of Milt Moen

Altar Guild
Undesignated
In memory of Alma Becker
Altar Guild
In memory of Lou Foley’s brother
Undesignated
In memory of Adeline Geist’s sister Undesignated
In honor of daughter’s wedding
Undesignated

Dan & Barb Rising
Helen Armstrong
Orville & Shirley Slusher
Helen Armstrong
Helen Armstrong
Rich & Nancy Wales

Welcome everyone, especially children,
as they are the Church’s future!
“People were bringing little children to Jesus in order that he might touch
them; and the disciples spoke sternly to them. But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and said to
them, ‘Let the little children come to me; do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of
God belongs. Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will never enter it.’ And he took them up in his arms, laid his hands on them, and blessed them.”—Mark 10:13-16
(NRSV).
We all know this story and these words of Jesus, and I suspect we all think fondly on them. What a kind,
child-loving man Jesus was. But in practice—at least when it comes to worship—I suspect some of us are
a bit more like the disciples, occasionally “stern” about the presence of children in worship, particularly
when we perceive that presence as disrupting our own worship experience.
Having children in worship is an inherent paradox. On the one hand, if we take Jesus’ words seriously, our
faith demands that we welcome children in our midst just as we would welcome Jesus. This isn’t a part of
the levitical code that we can argue is irrelevant today, this isn’t something we can argue Paul just wrote
on a bad day, it’s not an enigmatic passage from the latter half of Daniel—this is a point straight from the
horse’s mouth, and it deserves our attention. Regardless of whether Jesus actually spoke the words, the
fact that they appear in three of four gospels means that they were an important part of the early Christian
tradition. It is not a Christian church that does not welcome children in its midst.
October Baptisms, Funerals, Membership Transfers In , and Transfers Out
Baptisms: None
Funerals: None
Membership Transfers Out of Elim: None
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Elim choir is looking for singers. I would like to extend an invitation
to all members of Elim to participate when choir resumes. Everyone
is welcome to participate regardless of your experience. We have
had a wonderful time praising the Lord through our music. We rehearse each Sunday morning at 9:00 and sing for Worship when
scheduled. If you can’t commit to being a full time member, you are
still welcome to participate when you are able. If you have questions,
please contact me at 507-358-4297, or sdstrand@mauiblues.com.
Thanks and blessings! Scott Strand, Choir Director

Elim Church Council
Meeting Reminder

Ben Lynch
810 - 4th St. So., Apt. 224
Moorhead, MN 56560
218-979-3629

Tuesday, November 10, at
6:00 p.m. Any and all are
invited to attend.

Lines of Communication
If anyone has any questions or concerns regarding church operations, please contact the appropriate
person below for correct information. Thank you.
Pastor Carol - Services / Worship
Prayers
Personal concerns
Visitation Schedule
Connie -

Bulletin / Newsletter

Barb Rising -

Kitchen

Curt Meyer, - Church building / property
Jim Wolslegel Cleaning
Event set-up
Helen Armstrong, Robyn Vinje, or Scott Strand Services / Worship
Music
Shirley Slusher - Sanctuary / Sacristy

Unique gifts are always fun! If you are looking for a one-of-a-kind puzzle - - Handmade 550 piece, 750 piece, or 1000 piece puzzles for sale, at $15-$20 each, made by Kim Olschlager.

Elim Church Council Members

Pastor Carol Strand, Pastor
cstrand@elim-lutheran.org
701.232.2574 - - -507.398.3166 (after office hours cell)
Abby d’Eustachio, President
Kacie Putz, Vice President (Learning)
Kjersten Nelson, Secretary (Stewardship)
Helen Armstrong, (Worship/Music)
Lenora Scheer (Service/Outreach))
LaVonne Black (Mission Support)
Jim Wolslegel (Property)
John Lindstrom (Financial)

Temporary Elim Office Hours
(Until regular Worship resumes)
Monday

All Church offices are closed

Tuesday:

8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

Wednesday and Thursday: 8:00 a.m. to
Noon
Friday:

All Church offices are closed
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Elim Lutheran Church Calendar
November, 2020 (subject to change)
Sunday

1

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

2

3

4

5

6

7

9

10

11

12

13

14

Elim Worship/
Comm. Serv.10:00
Daylight
Savings
Time Ends

8
Elim Worship/
Comm. Serv.10:00

15

Council
meeting6:00

16

17

18

19

20

21

23

24

25

26

27

28

Elim Worship10:00

22
Elim Worship10:00

29
Elim Worship10:00

Give
Thanks

30
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Elim Home Visitor
321 9th Street North
Fargo, ND 58102
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

321 Ninth Street North
Fargo, ND 58102
(701) 232-2574

www.elim-lutheran.org

Carol Strand
Connie Rawls
Curt Meyer
Robyn Vinje
Scott Strand
Katie Narum Miyamoto

“Built on a Triangle with Faith in the Triune”

Organist
Choir Director

Pastor:
Office Administrator:
Maintenance:
Music Staff:
Missionary

††††††††††
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