Elim Lutheran Church

Thoughts
from Pastor
Carol

Elim's Mission
Statement
"With faith in the
Triune God, the
family of Elim
Lutheran Church
proclaims the
Gospel of Jesus
Christ through
word and
sacraments. In
our life together
as a Christian
congregation, we
provide a center
for members and
community to
worship and pray;
to meet and learn;
to be welcomed,
nourished, and
strengthened; to
rest and be
comforted; to
serve; and to go
forth and witness
to the world
through the
prayerful
stewardship of our
resources.

Greetings to All,
Even though these last several months have been disappointing for our
Elim Lutheran family, due to the pandemic shutdown, there is one event that
has occurred that is joyous. On Saturday, August 22nd, we celebrated the Affirmation of Baptism (Confirmation) for three young people of Elim. You might
wonder why, in recent years, we hear Affirmation of Baptism instead of Confirmation. It is in this rite of the church that young people affirm for themselves what their parents and sponsors promised for them at their baptisms.
The quote for the promises of baptism from our Evangelical Lutheran Worship book is this:
Parents and sponsors, as you bring this child to receive the gift of bap
tism, you are entrusted with responsibilities: to live with him/her among
God’s faithful people, bring him/her to the word of God and the holy sup
per, teach him/her the Lord’s Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Command
ments, place in his/her hands the Holy Scriptures, and nurture him/her in
faith and prayer, so that your child may learn to trust God, proclaim Christ
through word and deed, care for others and the world God made, and
work for justice and peace. Do you promise to help your child grow in the
Christian faith and life?
These vows are serious business, not only for the child but also the parents
and sponsors. And now it is the time when these young adults take seriously
these commitments and make these promises for themselves.
Ben Davies, Jack Davies, and Signe Nelson Nagle have made their commitments to God and the church in the Affirmation of Baptism on Saturday,
August 22nd. They have spent two years training and learning more deeply
what it means to be a Christian and a member of the Church Universal. Elim
Lutheran Church should be proud of these three members of the Church who
now have all the rights within the church and are considered adults in our
membership.
Perhaps it would be a nice gesture to send a card of congratulations or give
each of them a call letting them know you are proud of their efforts and
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arriving at this milestone in their lives.
(And just as a side-note for this important time, the families felt it was best to have this be a family-only event during this time of the COVID 19 pandemic. Their wish was for all to be safe. Thank
you for understanding.)
Congratulations and God’s blessings to Ben, Jack, and Signe. May the peace of God surround you always.
In Christ’s love,

Pastor Carol

or

equals

Are you one of many Elim members who have been waiting to receive Holy Communion? At the
Church Council meeting on July 14, it was decided to offer Communion by one of two ways either drive-through Communion or call-in Communion.
Drive-through Communion will be offered 2 Wednesdays in September, where an individual(s) would drive
through the south driveway of the Church. Pastor will serve you Communion while you remain in your vehicle.
Call-in Communion will also be offered 2 Wednesdays in September, where an individual can either call
the church, (701) 232-2574, 1 day ahead to schedule a time to call Pastor to bless the juice/wine and
bread you have in your home, or you may call the Pastor directly by calling (507) 398-3166.
Drive-through Communion Schedule for September Wednesday, September 9 - 6:30 to 7:15 p.m. in Elim’s south drive
Wednesday, September 23 - 6:30 to 7:15 p.m. in Elim’s south drive
Call-in Communion Schedule for September (call church 1 day ahead to schedule) Wednesday, September 16 - 2 to 3 p.m. and 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday, September 30 - 2 to 3 p.m. and 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.
Please note: If needed, new Communion dates will be posted in mid-September for October
Did you know…that Bethany Retirement Living is a recognized leader in providing
quality care to the seniors in the region. Among the special services provided is
care for residents with Alzheimer’s disease and other dementia. The caring employees on our Memory Care Unit are specially trained to assist the residents and
their families through a very challenging phase of their live. Endings & Beginnings
is a program offered twice yearly by Bethany to help family members understand
and deal with the changes being experienced by their loved one with Alzheimer’s.
For more information about Bethany’s care for residents with Alzheimer’s disease
and other dementia, contact Abbie Breidenbach, Director of Social Services, at
abreidenbach@bethanynd.org or 701.239.3225.
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August Church Council Meeting
Tuesday, August 11, 2020, 6:00 p.m.
Present: Abby d’Eustachio, Jim Wolslegel, LaVonne Black, Lenora Scheer, Pastor Carol, Kjersten
Absent: Kacie Putz, John Lindstrom, Helen Armstrong
Jim moves to approve the minutes from July. LaVonne seconds. Motion carries.

Treasurer’s Report: Pastor Carol notes that our monthly income is over budget and monthly expenses
are under budget. Jim moves to accept the report. Lenora seconds. Motion carries.
Committee Reports:
Learning Committee: No report. Pastor Carol will talk to Kacie and Jennifer to see if there are plans for
Sunday School. Pastor Carol is considering some ways to do Bible study. When Bible study does resume,
Pastor Carol plans to study Revelations.
Worship Committee: Confirmation will take place on Saturday, August 22 outside of the church, but attendance is restricted to immediate family only.
Property Committee: Jim reports they’ve been doing some work. There had been some water damage on
the east side of the church; Les Rheault repaired it. Added a motion detector light to Door 3. Fixing up
stained ceiling tile in the entryway. Pastor Carol comments that the building looks good!
Stewardship Committee: No report
Witness Committee: LaVonne placed phone calls to all the homebound members; Pastor Carol is following up on some who LaVonne hasn’t been able to reach. LaVonne thanks Lenora and Robert Scheer for
handing out water. LaVonne brings up the possibility of a socially-distanced fellowship time.
Service Committee: Lenora reports they have handed out over 300 bottles of water, and she replenished
the fridge with donations. Lenora also gathered information about services available close to Elim. Leaders of the neighborhood association approached Lenora about Elim sending a representative to the neighborhood association meeting.
Mission Support Committee: Pastor Carol reports the missionary was planning on coming to visit this
month, but was cancelled due to the pandemic.
Pastor Carol moves to approve the consent agenda. Kjersten seconds. Motion carries.
Pastor’s Report
Pastoral acts: 1 baptism, non-member wedding (did not attend, due to COVID tests that did not come
back in time to travel.)
Vacation days: August 18 – 22
Kjersten moves to accept the Pastor’s report. Abby seconds. Motion carries.
Prior Business
Remaining closed? Most Fargo churches intend to stay closed until at least September 3. There are fewer
churches open than closed. Lenora notes there are a lot of things that need to be attended to before we
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can open. For example, will we want to include a waiver when we do re-open? What might we do about
ventilation, given that our windows don’t open? Pew pads would need to be removed/cleaned; Pastor
Carol will have Connie check into professional cleaning. Hand sanitizer will need to be replenished.
Jim moves that we make a decision on when to open at our next council meeting on September 8, and
that we establish a committee to make some decisions about how, specifically, to do that. Lenora seconds. Motion carries.
New Business
Next Council Meeting: Tuesday, September 8 at 6 pm
No communion assistants needed at this time.

Let the minutes reflect that Jim has a nice backyard for council meetings!
Jim moves to adjourn the meeting. Pastor Carol seconds.
Submitted by Kjersten

July, 2020, Treasurer’s Report

John Lindstrom
Balance Sheet
 The checking acct balance is $23,313.28. The balance at the beginning of the year was $1,476.82.
General Acct Fund balance after June is $7,786.46.

Income and Expense (7/12 or 58.3% through the year)








Monthly pledge income was under budget (budget $8,667.00 vs. $8,265.00).
Monthly total income was over budget (budget $10,251.00 vs. $13,171.27).
YTD pledge income is 54.7% of the budget $104,000 (actual $56,891.70).
YTD total income is 71.78% of the budget $123,000.00 (actual $88,294.26).
Monthly expenses were under budget (budget $13,279.00 vs. $8,776.19).
YTD expenses are 50.53% of the budget $159,338.00 (actual $80,507.80)
Paid $310.20 to fix soffit on Church exterior and $299.88 for the annual subscription to the CRS emergency response system.

Elim Church Council is reactivating a procedure that has gone by the wayside for the past couple of
years. As Council Committee heads, you are asked to submit your written Committee Report to the office 1 week prior to the month’s Council meeting. This report will then be included in the individual Council packets for each meeting. If you do not have a written report for that month, please let the office know
that, as well. Thank you.
Also, Elim’s next Council meeting will be held on Tuesday, September 8, in the Church, where the main
topic will be the decision on reopening the Church. If you have any comments, you may contact a Council member or Pastor ahead of time, or you are more than welcome to attend the meeting to voice your
opinion in person. Thank you.
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We would like to thank everyone who has sent or brought in your offerings
during the Church’s closing, to keep the building expenses paid. We consider each and everyone of you a blessing. With this, we ask that you
continue sending in your offerings so we do not fall behind in our monetary obligations. We will get through this, but not without one another.

NEWS FROM THE 2020 ASSEMBLY
The 2020 Synod Assembly is over and it was historic.
This is the first virtual assembly in the Eastern North Dakota
Synod. The big news coming from the assembly this year is a
new bishop was elected out from a well-qualified slate of candidates.
Reverend Tessa Moon-Leiseth, our Bishop-Elect will be installed
on October 31, 2020. Bless Bishop-Elect’s new ministry.
A special thank you goes out to Cindy Wolslegel and Pastor Carol
for representing Elim at the 2020 Assembly.
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September Services Volunteers
USHERS/GREETERS

FLOWERS

LAYREADERS

MISSIONARY SUPPORT

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS

FUNERAL TEAM FOR FEBRUARY
CHILDREN’S MESSAGES

Please call Helen Armstrong at 701-230-9027 if you would like to sign up to be an
Usher, Lay Reader, or Communion Assistant.
Every Sunday is open for Missionary Support, which is $25.00 and can be given in honor of
or in memory of a loved one. If you would like to help with this ministry, please contact the
Elim office. Thank you.
Would you like to provide Altar Flowers in honor or memory of a loved one? Even though
potted plants are now placed on the Altar, this does not mean there cannot be cut flowers
given in a person’s honor or memory. If anyone wishes to give flowers on any given Sunday,
simply contact the church office with your request and Connie will place your order. Dalbol
Flowers and Gifts allows Elim to choose the bouquet colors and purchase both Altar bouquets
for around $26.00. If providing flowers for the Altar, Elim office will order the flower color(s)
you request. If you wish to take the flowers home with you following worship, please let
Connie know that when you call to order them. Thank you.
Did you know…..that – in addition to nearly 550 human residents – Bethany Retirement Living is home to several animals. Dogs, cats, birds and fish have been
an important part of the whole-person care provided to residents. Countless
studies have shown the positive impact of having pets around to provide entertainment, activity and improvement to a variety of health factors – as well as an
opportunity to give and receive a little LOVIN’. Bethany’s pets are cared for by
employees and volunteers. If you’d like to help, please contact Community Life
at 701.239.3246 or 701.478.8904.

09/09
09/13
09/15
09/16
09/18

Marilea Braemer
Dan Rising
Linnea Anderson
Jean Berg
Duane Olschlager

09/21
09/28
09/29
09/30

George Lewis
Edna Lewis
Kaisen Savanh
Cindy Wolslegel

If your birthday should be on this list and isn’t, please contact the Elim office. I apologize for the oversight.

7

Elim Home Visitor

No memorials received in August.

Congratulations,
Signe Nelson
Nagle, Jack
Davies, and Ben
Davies, on your
Confirmation. We
wish you success
in your life...both in
your faith in God
and in your
pursuits of life.
Blessings to
all of you!

August Baptisms, Funerals, Membership Transfers In , and Transfers Out
Baptisms: Jackson James Dutt (7/31/20)
Funerals: None
Membership Transfers Out of Elim: None
Membership Transfers In to Elim: None
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Elim choir is looking for singers. I would like to extend an invitation to all
members of Elim to participate in the choir when Worship Services resume. Everyone is welcome to participate regardless of your experience. We have had a
wonderful time praising the Lord through our music. We rehearse each Sunday
morning at 9:00 and sing for Worship when scheduled. If you can’t commit to being a full time member, you are still welcome to participate when you are able. If
you have questions, please contact me at 507-358-4297, or
sdstrand@mauiblues.com. Thanks and blessings! Scott Strand, Choir Director

Address Changes:
Mavis Madsen
108-5th St. NW
West Fargo, ND 58078
Margaret Grove
4420-37th Ave. So., #609
Fargo, ND 58104-3401
Telephone Number Changes:
Zona Mathison: 218-443-1725
Ruth Idso: 701-347-3615
Margaret Grove: 701-365-4784
Fern Softing: 701-347-3521

Unique gifts are always fun! If you are looking for a one-of-a-kind puzzle - - Handmade 550 piece, 750 piece, or 1000 piece puzzles for sale, at $15-$20 each, made by Kim Olschlager.
Please call her at (701) 781-0824 for further information. Thank you.

Elim Church Council Members

Pastor Carol Strand, Pastor
cstrand@elim-lutheran.org
701.232.2574 - - -507.398.3166 (after office hours cell)
Abby d’Eustachio, President
Kacie Putz, Vice President (Learning)
Kjersten Nelson, Secretary (Stewardship)
Helen Armstrong, (Worship/Music)
Lenora Scheer (Witness/Service)
LaVonne Black (Mission Support)
Jim Wolslegel (Property)
John Lindstrom (Financial)

Temporary Elim Office Hours
(Until regular Worship resumes)
Monday

All Church offices are closed

Tuesday:

8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

Wednesday and Thursday: 8:00 a.m. to
Noon
Friday:

All Church offices are closed
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Elim Church Council
Meeting Reminder
Tuesday, September 8, at
6:00 p.m. Any and all are
invited to attend.

Cream Cheese Bars
2 tubes regular crescent rolls
2 - 8 oz. bars cream cheese
1 c. white sugar
1 1/4 tsp. vanilla
1/4 c. melted butter
Cinnamon sugar

Luscious Rhubarb Cake
2 layer white cake mix
4 c. chopped rhubarb (fresh is best)
1 c. white sugar
1 pint cream

Prepare batter for white cake mix; pour in
greased 9 x 13 pan. Cover batter with 4 c.
chopped rhubarb; sprinkle with 1 c. sugar.
Pour 1 pint cream over all. Bake at 350
degrees for 50 to 60 minutes.
Note: Cream and rhubarb sink to the
bottom, forming a custard layer. Store
leftovers in refrigerator.

Spread 1 tube crescent rolls in bottom of 9
x 13 pan. Beat together cream cheese,
sugar, and vanilla; spread on top of rolls.
Spread 2nd tube of crescent rolls on top of
cream cheese mixture (I do this on the
counter). Brush top of crescent rolls with
butter, then sprinkle with cinnamon sugar.
Bake in 350 degree oven for 20 to 30
minutes. Store leftovers in refrigerator.
Note: You may half this recipe in 8” or 9”
square pan and works very well.

Lines of Communication
If anyone has any questions or concerns regarding church operations, please contact the appropriate
person below for correct information. Thank you.
Pastor Carol - Services / Worship
Prayers
Personal concerns
Visitation Schedule
Connie -

Bulletin / Newsletter

Barb Rising -

Kitchen

Curt Meyer - Church building / property
Cleaning
Event set-up
Helen Armstrong, Robyn Vinje, or Scott Strand Services / Worship
Music
Shirley Slusher - Sanctuary / Sacristy
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Elim Lutheran Church Calendar
September, 2020
Sunday

6

13

Monday

7

14

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3

4

5

8

9

10

11

12

Council
meeting6:00
(discuss
decision on
re-opening)

Drive-thru
Communion
6:30 to 7:15
(south drive)

15

16

17

18

19

24

25

26

Call-in
Communion
2 to 3 and
6:30 to 7:30
(call office to
schedule 1
day prior)

20

21

22

23
Drive-thru
Communion
6:30 to 7:15
(south drive)

27

28

29

30
Call-in
Communion
2 to 3 and
6:30 to 7:30
(call office to
schedule 1
day prior)
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Elim Lutheran Church
12
321 9th Street North
Fargo, ND 58102

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

321 Ninth Street North
Fargo, ND 58102
(701) 232-2574

www.elim-lutheran.org

Carol Strand
Connie Rawls
Curt Meyer
Robyn Vinje
Scott Strand
Katie Narum Miyamoto

“Built on a Triangle with Faith in the Triune”

Organist
Choir Director

Pastor:
Office Administrator:
Maintenance:
Music Staff:
Missionary

††††††††††

Monthly Newsletter
September, 2020

