Elim Lutheran Church
Thoughts from Pastor Carol
This is how the April newsletter would have looked had we not had the
COVID-19 virus pandemic. Please know that all Services and events
have been cancelled until further notice. Also, the office will be open
Elim's Mission only on Tuesday from 8:30 to 2:00. Thank you and please stay safe.
Statement
"With faith in the
Triune God, the
family of Elim
Lutheran Church
proclaims the
Gospel of Jesus
Christ through
word and
sacraments. In
our life together
as a Christian
congregation, we
provide a center
for members and
community to
worship and pray;
to meet and learn;
to be welcomed,
nourished, and
strengthened; to
rest and be
comforted; to
serve; and to go
forth and witness
to the world
through the
prayerful
stewardship of our
resources.

Dearest Elim Family,
It is my hope that you are well and healthy. This certainly can be a scary
time for all of us. The unknowns around this COVID-19 virus might fill us with
despair, which is completely normal. However, to offer you some comfort, I
will share with you my go-to phrase. There is no unknown that is too big for
God to handle. Please use this in whatever way you’d like, so it can be of
benefit to you. Remember that God is our Shield, our Healer, our Comforter.
We can trust in the God of all who loves all people.
Some of you have self-quarantined and some of you have been quarantined by medical necessity. If you are with family
or if you are alone, I
would like to offer some suggestions of things to
do when TV gets boring, the news gets to be too much, or you just need something new. I know
that this is happening, because our “Twin Cities son” is going crazy, according to his words. As an ultimate extrovert, he likes to be out and around people all the time. And so does his mom (Pr. Carol), for that matter.
How about reading a book or magazine that’s been sitting around for a long
time and you haven’t had time for it? Or better yet – what about the Bible?
Every time I read a Biblical text, I discover something new. If you have a jigsaw puzzle, pull it out, flip over all the pieces, and put it together piece by
piece.

If you are lonely, why not text, email, or call someone you haven’t talked to
recently and catch up with one another? Or what about scripting a handwritten note and putting it in your mailbox? In this day of technology, it is special
to get and honest-to-goodness piece of mail to hold on to and read.
Do crossword puzzles and word searches. This can engage the brain instead of sitting around and dwelling on worst case scenarios. And for those
of you who are creative, try painting, coloring, or any kind of crafting. You
never know what you might come up with.
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At the Strand household, since we are home without meetings, we are doing some home projects that have been needed for quite a while. We are also doing a much-needed top to bottom
cleaning. Our home will be in tip-top shape. As we are home for more time now, that will certainly
be nice.
There is one thing that we need to be aware of. Elim will still be required to pay our bills during
this slow down/shut down. The heat has been shut down to 62 degrees in the office, the kitchen,
fellowship halls, and classroom areas, while in the sanctuary, it remains at 70 degrees as required for the organ. We are taking special care to use very little electricity, in hope to lower the
utility bills.
We are asking, if you are able, to please continue to send in your offering. If you contact the
office, offering envelopes can be sent out to you. Or you can send a check with a brief note letting Connie know what your check is for. Or even better, Connie will be able to set you up with
Simply Giving, an automatic offering plan. This can be done on a temporary basis or for a longer
time period. Please prayerfully consider this part of your stewardship for Elim Lutheran Church.
God bless you all. Know that you are all in my prayers in this difficult and challenging time. I
close with this reminder that comes to us from Jesus’ own voice:
Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives.
Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid. (John 14:27 NRSV)
Always and forever, living in the peace and light of Christ,

Pastor Carol

For the summer months (Memorial
Day through Labor Day),
the Elim office will have new hours:

Tuesday, Wednesday,
Thursday - 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

It takes 20 seconds to say
the Lord’s Prayer, the same
amount of time we should
all be washing our hands
to stay safe and healthy.

Unique gifts are always fun! If you are looking for a one-of-a-kind puzzle - - Handmade 550 piece, 750 piece, or 1000 piece puzzles for sale, at $15-$20 each,
made by Kim Olschlager. Please call her at (701) 781-0824 for further information. Thank you.
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March, 2020
Greetings from Kumamoto. Many of you have asked about how things are going in Japan with the
new COVID19 virus. We are doing alright. School at Luther has been cancelled until March 15th, but
many schools have cancelled all the way through the end of the school year in March. We are hoping
to be have our students come for a short time next week, but no one is too optimistic. Please continue
to pray for Japan and Asia as a whole as we battle the forefront of this epidemic.
The Corona Virus in Kumamoto. Kumamoto Prefecture (population 1.75 million) has had 5 cases of
the new COVID19 virus, all secluded in one family. However, the first case was a health care worker
with no explainable connection to travel or to others with the virus, and so Kumamoto has been very
nervous about a major outbreak. We continue to stay vigilant, staying in when possible, but also going
out when necessary. Kids are playing outside while on this long break and the normal spring vacation
homework has been prepared for all levels (even elementary school kids normally have spring vacation homework between school years!)
The Impact at Luther. We were blessed to have been able to finish our high school graduation before the Prime Minister’s edict to cancel classes. We also finished our final exams and were in the
school year’s final activities. (Yes, we have classes for another three weeks after the final exams are
finished.) We have had to postpone all of our overseas and domestic trips that were planned to finish
out the school year: a ski trip for our high school first years, a Europe trip for our Arts Course, a Korean trip for 15 students, and our America study tour to Oak Grove Lutheran School in Fargo. We are
officially postponing all of these activities in the hopes that we will be able to offer our students these
opportunities later on.
Japan and Masks. Even without infectious diseases, Japanese people ignore much of the scientific
studies and American doctors suggestions to not wear masks. Some students in our classes wear
masks every day. I teach a class called Presentation English where students are required to (take off
their masks and) do presentations. Some students find it very difficult to take off their masks in public,
let alone stand in front of their peers AND speak English. In my opinion, it creates a psychological barrier for some students.
2019-2020 Luther missionaries. The J3 program is an ELCA Global Missions program which means
“Japan 3-years.” Every April, the J3’s at Luther usually include 1 new person and 2 returnees. Then
the next year, 1 returnee and 2 new people. However, this year, we have had 3 new people! Erica,
Jordan and Spencer are just finishing their first year at Luther. It has been a challenging year, but we
have survived. I am looking forward to the 2020 school year as it means that we will have 3 returnees
who can take care of lesson planning and know a little bit more about what to expect at Luther. If you
know anyone who is interested in spending 6 months learning Japanese and doing orientation, then 2
years teaching English in Kumamoto, please let me know!
Almost elementary school! We can’t believe it has been almost 6 years since life changed. Jun will
celebrate his 6th birthday soon and will become a 1st grader in April! He and dad watched lots of the
Rugby World Cup and he even went to a rugby club sport activity during the tournament with his
friends!
Home assignment 2020. I am beginning to prepare for my home assignment for this coming summer. With many things up in the air, I ask for your support and prayers as we begin to make plans. I
hope to see many of you this year.

4

Elim Home Visitor

Please pray for:
• Erica, Jordan and Spencer who will, Lord willing, begin their second year of teaching at Luther in April.
• Erin who will continue teaching at our sister-school, Kyushu Gakuin.
th
• Those who are remembering the 9 anniversary of the March 11, 2001 earthquake, tsunami and nuclear disaster in Fukushima and the Eastern area of Japan.
• Governments around the world who are making major decisions that will impact the daily lives of the
citizens of their countries.
Christ’s Peace & Prayers,
Katie S. Narum Miyamoto

Forecast:
Warmth

We are still collecting warm outerwear to donate to Open Doors,
which is a non-denominational, non-profit organization, and accepts
all sizes of clothing, then disburses the clothing to individuals freeof-charge. Please leave your donations in, or just outside the
office. Thank you.

New Book

The Girl in the Photograph by Sen. Byron Dorgan: The true
story of a Native American child, lost and found in America.
Through the story of Tamara, an abused Native American child,
former North Dakota senator Byron Dorgan describes the plight of
many children living on reservations--- and offers hope for the future. Thank you to Shirley Slusher for this book donation.
Thank you,
Marie Lindstrom

Library
Lingo

* summary provided by the book cover

DID YOU KNOW…………………that Bethany Retirement Living offers Basic Care in the

Towers at Bethany on University? Basic Care offers services similar to Assisted Living
but is available to those with limited financial resources, and qualified for Medical Assistance. Falling between Assisted Living and Skilled Nursing Care, Basic Care could
be the perfect option for many people who are trying to determine what level of care is
right for them. To find out more, contact Joyce at Bethany Retirement Living at
701.239.3439.
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March Church Council Minutes
Tuesday, March 10, 2020
6 pm

Present: Pastor Carol, Kacie Putz, Jim Wolslegel, John Lindstrom, Lenora Scheer, Lavonne Black, Kjersten Nelson, Abby D’Eustachio
Not Present: Helen Armstrong
Call to order
Pastor Carol opens with prayer.
Secretary’s Minutes: Jim moves to approve. Kacie seconds. Motions carries.
Consent Agenda
Treasurer’s Report: John notes that in two months, we’ve overspent by $7,700. Total income was up, but
expenses were over budget. Our income is about 1 percentage point behind where we should be at this
point of the year, and our expenses are about .5 percentage point ahead. One big expense this year was
a $6,600 snow removal bill, which the Rehabilitate Fund covered.
Jim moves to accept the Treasurer’s Report. Pastor Carol seconds. Motion carries.
Learning Committee: Kacie reports that she and Jennifer are working on a small program for Palm Sunday. Jim noted there are church camps; Pastor Carol will talk to Jennifer about sharing information with
the Sunday School kids.
Worship Committee: Helen is gone, no report.

Property Committee: Jim reports that Peggy has been working on changing things over for spring. Pastor
Carol updates on the South Sudanese congregation, they are scheduled to be out by March 15. Lenora
notes that if we have a building sharing situation in the future, we need a written agreement.
Stewardship Committee: The Revitalization Committee met for the first time, to brainstorm in categories of
financial, building, and outreach. Brainstorming began, got some creative ideas, but ran out of time and
will meet again on April 15. Pastor Carol reports that we’re off to a good start.
Witness Committee: LaVonne continues to send out greeting cards, make phone calls, and make visits
along with Eston. The committee also continues to work on planning for the Friends and Family service.
Service Committee: Lenora met with Pastor Carol to clarify the goals of the committee. Lenora convened a
meeting after church this month. She has broken the committee’s work into five areas: coffee serving;
downtown neighborhood team (which could include an umbrella drive for shelters, has acquired a realtors’
box to put information out, and suggests we put out some cold water in the summer for those who need it);
inactive member contact team; shut-in team; and fellowship team. Lenora spoke with the coffee-servers,
and they have indicated a need for new contact lists and a plan for the fifth Sundays of months (this question can go to the Worship Committee).
Jim also asked about an updated directory. We also discussed the possibility of kids going to the national
assembly.
Pastor Carol moves approve the consent agenda. LaVonne seconds. Motion carries.
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Pastor’s Report
Pastor Carol and Connie are staying alert to updates on coronavirus; they will participate in a ND
Health Dept webinar tomorrow. There are no current plans to close, as it is important to stay in
touch particularly with our elderly members. Lenora asks if we have trained individuals who can
use the AEDs. Pastor Carol notes there are clear directions on those.
Kacie moves to approve the Pastor’s report. Kjersten seconds. Motion carries.
Prior Business
Joint Good Friday service will be held with Pontoppidan and St. Mark’s at St. Mark’s location (Temple
Beth El, 809 11th Ave S, Fargo). There will be a play so looking for participants; each congregation
is responsible for recruiting four people. There will be about two rehearsals. Anyone interested
should contact Pastor Carol.

New Business
None
Open Discussion
None
Next Council Meeting:
Tuesday, April 14 at 6 pm
Communion Assistants:
April 5: Kacie

April 12: Kjersten

April 19: Jim

April 26: John

Meeting is Adjourned
Lenora moves to adjourn. Jim seconds.
Minutes Submitted by Kjersten
Treasurer’s Report
February, 2020
Balance Sheet

John Lindstrom

 The checking acct balance is -$170.44. The balance at the beginning of the year was $1,476.82. Gen-

eral Acct Fund balance after two months is -$7,736.37. The current prior debt is $171,643.96 and is
comprised of payables to various dedicated funds.

Income and Expense (2/12 or 16.67% through the year)








Monthly pledge income was over budget (budget $8,667.00 vs. $9,105.00).
Monthly total income was under budget (budget $10,254.00 vs. $9,729.99).
YTD pledge income is 14.15% of the budget $104,000 (actual $14,711).
YTD total income is 15.76% of the budget $123,000.00 (actual $19,390.78).
Monthly expenses were under budget (budget $13,295.00 vs. $13,054.87).
YTD expenses are 17.02% of the budget $159,338.00 (actual $27,127.15)
The utility bill for the month was $1,840.51. Paid the Worker’s Comp premium of $250, a furnace repair of $420 and the copier maintenance contract of $394.73. Sent Missionary Support money to the
Synod of $1,025 of which $1,000 was from the Foundation. Elim received a snow removal bill for 2019
and 2020 of $6,134.19. It was decided to pay this bill from the Elim Rehabilitat fund.
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April Services Volunteers
USHERS/GREETERS
April 5
April 12
April 19
April 26

FLOWERS
April 5
April 12
April 19
April 26

LAYREADERS
April 5
April 12
April 19
April 26

MISSIONARY SUPPORT
April 5
April 12
April 19
April 26

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS
April 5
April 12
April 19
April 26

FUNERAL TEAM FOR MARCH
Karen Lind, Serving Group Member, if needed
CHILDREN’S MESSAGES
April 5
April 19

Please call Helen Armstrong at 701-230-9027 if you would like to sign up to be an
Usher, Lay Reader, or Communion Assistant.

Every Sunday is open for Missionary Support, which is $25.00 and can be given in honor of or in memory of a
loved one. If you would like to help with this ministry, please contact the Elim office. Thank you.
Would you like to provide Altar Flowers in honor or memory of a loved one? Even though potted plants are now
placed on the Altar, this does not mean there cannot be cut flowers given in a person’s honor or memory. If
anyone wishes to give flowers on any given Sunday, simply contact the church office with your request and
Connie will place your order. Dalbol Flowers and Gifts allows Elim to choose the bouquet colors and purchase
both Altar bouquets for around $26.00. If providing flowers for the Altar, Elim office will order the flower color(s)
you request. If you wish to take the flowers home with you following worship, please let Connie know that when
you call to order them. Thank you.

04/07
04/11
04/12
04/15
04/17

Delphine Neubauer
Ryan Stotts
Jennifer Rheault
Mark Mathison
Scott Johnson

04/19
04/20
04/21
04/30

Betty Lindstrom
Grace Strand
Marshel Putz
Kacie Putz

If your birthday should be on this list and isn’t, please contact the Elim office. I apologize for the oversight.
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In honor of Linda & Duane Olschlager’s
50th wedding anniversary

Altar Guild

Peggy Haugrud

March Funerals, Membership Transfers In and Transfers Out
Baptisms: None
Funerals: None
Membership Transfers Out of Elim: None
Membership Transfers In to Elim: None
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Elim choir is looking for singers. I would like to extend an invitation to all members of Elim to participate in the choir. Everyone is welcome to participate regardless
of your experience. We all have a wonderful time praising the Lord through our music. We rehearse each Sunday morning at 9:00 and sing for Worship when scheduled. If you can’t commit to being a full time member, you are still welcome to participate when you are able. If you have questions, please contact me at 507-358-4297,
or sdstrand@mauiblues.com. Thanks and blessings! Scott Strand, Choir Director
Date

Description

April 5

Choir Rehearsal

April 12

Choir Rehearsal & Anthem

April 19

Choir Rehearsal

April 26

Choir Rehearsal

May 3

No choir rehearsal

May 10

Choir Rehearsal & Anthem

Notes
TBD (Easter Sunday)

TBD

Serving Groups
Will continue to be responsible for treats during Sunday morning coffee hour. Groups will be responsible to make coffee, bring treats, serve, and clean up on their assigned week.
April 5
April 12
April 19
April 26

Group 1
Group 2
Group 3
Group 4

May 3
May 10
May 17
May 24
May 31

Group 1
Group 2
Group 3
Group 4
Open

June 7
June 14
June 21
June 28

Group 1
Group 2
Group 3
Group 4

Note: When there is a funeral and the funeral home is not involved, one person from the Serving
Group for that funeral is asked to assist the Funeral Team volunteer for that funeral only. If a funeral home is involved in the funeral, no serving group member will be needed. Please contact the office if you have questions. Thank you.

Elim Church Council Members

Pastor Carol Strand, Pastor
cstrand@elim-lutheran.org
701.232.2574 - - -507.398.3166 (after office hours cell)
Abby d’Eustachio, President
Kacie Putz, Vice President (Learning)
Kjersten Nelson, Secretary (Stewardship)
Lenora Scheer (Service & Outreach)
Helen Armstrong, (Worship & Music)
LaVonne Black (Mission Support)
Jim Wolslegel (Property)
John Lindstrom (Treasurer)

Elim Office Hours
Monday
All Church offices are closed
Tuesday:
8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Wednesday and Thursday: 8:30 a.m. to
2:00 p.m.
Friday:
8:30 a.m. to 12:00 noon
Elim Summer Office Hours
(Memorial Day thru Labor Day)
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday:
8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

10

Elim Home Visitor

Elim Church Council
Meeting Reminder

All events are subject to change.
Communion will be offered through Easter Sunday.

Tuesday, April 14, at 6:00
p.m. Any and all are
invited to attend.

Sunday School will be held each Sunday during Worship.
Choir rehearsal will be held at 9:00 a.m. on Sunday, April 5.

Worship & Music Committee will meet on Sunday, April 5, at 11:15 following Worship.
Elizabeth Circle will meet on Thursday, April 9, at 10:00 a.m.
Maundy Thursday Services will be held on Thursday, April 9, at 6:30 p.m.
Sarah Circle will meet on Monday, April 13, at 10:00 a.m.
Staff meeting will be held on Tuesday, April 14, at noon.
Revitalization Committee will meet on Wednesday, April 15, at 5:15. Feel free to bring a brown bag
lunch if you’d like.

Confirmation will be held on Wednesday, April 15, April 22, and April 29, at 6:45.
Pub Night will be held on Thursday, April 16, at 6:30 at Old Broadway.
ELCA Spring Potluck Salad Luncheon will be held on Saturday, April 18, at 11:30.
Noisy Offering will be taken at the 10:00 a.m. Service on Sunday, April 19.
Bible Study will be held on Tuesday, April 21, at 9:30, in the Lounge.
Pub Night will be held on Thursday, March 19, at 6:30, at Old Broadway.
Lines of Communication
If anyone has any questions or concerns regarding church operations, please contact the appropriate
person below for correct information. Thank you.
Pastor Carol - Services / Worship
Prayers
Personal concerns
Visitation Schedule
Connie - Bulletin / Newsletter
Barb Rising - Kitchen

Curt Meyer / Jim Wolslegel

Church building / property
Cleaning
Event set-up

Helen Armstrong, Robyn Vinje, or
Scott Strand - Services / Worship
Music
Shirley Slusher - Sanctuary / Sactisty
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Elim Lutheran Church Calendar
April, 2020
(All dates and events subject to change)
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

1
Text Study11:30
Lenten Service-6:30

Thursday

2

7

8

Elim offices
closed

Happy Hour
AA GroupNoon

Text Study11:30

13

14

15

16

Elim offices
closed
Sarah Circle10:00

Staff mtg.noon
Happy Hour
AA Grp-Noon
Church
Council-6:00

Text Study11:30
Revitalization mtg.5:15
Conf.-6:45

Parkview
Terrace-9:00
Mhd. Rehab.
-10:00
Pub Night6:30 (Old
Broadway)

19

20

21

22

23

Choir rehearsal
Elim Wor./ Comm.
Serv/Child. Msge/
Noisy Offering10:00
Coffee Hr-11:00

Elim offices
closed

Bible Study9:30
Happy Hour
AA GroupNoon

Text Study11:30
Central
Cities mtg.12:00
Conf.-6:45

26

27

28

29

Choir rehearsal
Elim Wor./ Comm.
Serv-10:00
Coffee Hr-11:00

Elim offices
closed

Happy Hour
AA Grp-Noon

Text Study11:30
Conf.-6:45

Choir rehearsal
Elim Wor./ Comm.
Serv. / Children’s
Message-10:00
Coffee Hr-11:00
Worship & Music
Meeting-11:15
Worship, SSLC1:30

12
Easter Sunday
Choir rehearsal
Elim Wor/Comm.
Serv.-10:00
Coffee-11:00

Saturday

3

4

10

11

First Call
Meeting1:00 – 2:30

6

5

Friday

9
Elizabeth
Circle-10:00,
Evergreen10:00
Maundy
Thursday
Service w/
Comm.-6:30

30

Joint
Good
Friday
Service
at
Pontoppidan
-6:30

17

18
ELCA Spring
Potluck
Salad
Luncheon11:30

24

25
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Elim Lutheran Church
12
321 9th Street North
Fargo, ND 58102

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

321 Ninth Street North
Fargo, ND 58102
(701) 232-2574

www.elim-lutheran.org

“Built on a Triangle with Faith in the Triune”

Organist
Choir Director

Pastor:
Carol Strand
Office Administrator/Secretary: Connie Rawls
Maintenance:
Curt Meyer
Music Staff:
Robyn Vinje
Scott Strand
Katie Narum Miyamoto
Missionary
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