Elim Lutheran Church
Thoughts from Pastor Carol

Elim's Mission
Statement
"With faith in the
Triune God, the
family of Elim
Lutheran Church
proclaims the
Gospel of Jesus
Christ through
word and
sacraments. In
our life together
as a Christian
congregation, we
provide a center
for members and
community to
worship and pray;
to meet and learn;
to be welcomed,
nourished, and
strengthened; to
rest and be
comforted; to
serve; and to go
forth and witness
to the world
through the
prayerful
stewardship of our
resources.

February is the month of love. And maybe here, it should be Love with a capital
L, reminding us that God is, or should be, the ultimate Love of our lives. We certainly do love our God. However, in spite of our humanness, I would like to think
we do the best that we are capable of in loving God by loving our neighbor.
Perhaps a better way to think of February is to include the reflection time of
Lent and how these six weeks lead us to the Love that passes all human understanding. By caring for others AND ourselves, we are answering the call to live
lives of love, as God has intended.
All lives are gifts from God. Matthew 22:37-39 tells us we are to love God first
and all others second. Also, we hear Jesus say, “…when you care for others, you
are caring for me...” (Matthew 25:40-45). So once again, the ultimate Love cares
for us with a love that is self-sacrificing for all. That, my friends, is an amazing
Valentine’s story.
So as we reflect upon the love and care for others, and ourselves, we look
ahead to Lent. This year’s midweek Lenten reflections are based upon the care
for ourselves so we are better fit to love all others. We will hear about living well
spiritually, financially, intellectually, socially, vocationally, and physically. God
gives us the gifts of our bodies, minds, and souls, and we are responsible to care
for these precious gifts that we are given.
As the Season of Lent draws near, let us all adopt best practices for loving as
we have been loved and caring for others as we have been cared for.
Love in Christ,

Pastor Carol
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Ash Wednesday Services with Communion will be held February 26,
at 6:30 pm. All Wednesday Lenten services will be at 6:30. The theme of
Lent this year is “Living Well: A Lenten Journey,” which is a journey with
a focus on living well spiritually, financially, intellectually, socially, vocationally, and physically. The Worship & Music Committee and the Council
have decided that during the Lenten season, Communion will be offered
every Sunday. We pray these additional days of offering this Sacrament
will strengthen our bodies and souls for the service of our Lord during the
coming year. If you would like to volunteer to be a Communion Assistant
for March 15, 22, or 29, please call Helen Armstrong at 701-230-9027 (all
digits must be dialed). Please leave a message if there is no answer.

Top Ten Most Needed Items at a Food Pantry
Canned meats (tuna, ham, chicken, etc.
Additional kid-friendly options:
Canned meals
100% fruit rolls
(soup, stews, Chef Boyardee, chili, etc.)
Raisins
Peanut butter
Graham crackers
Cereal (hot, cold, low sugar)
Cheese and crackers
Canned fruits
Unsweetened applesauce
Rice
Fruit cups
Pasta/sauce
Pretzels
Pancake mix/syrup
Granola bars (without peanuts)
Canned vegetables
100% fruit juices in single
Personal care items/
serving boxes
feminine hygiene products
Shelf milk
**Keep in mind that canned foods with pop-top lids are a bonus! They are kid-friendly and great for individuals who do not have a can opener.
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Elim Lutheran Church
Inclement Weather Policy - Amended by Council
In case of inclement weather, a timely decision will be made by 8:00 a.m. for Sunday Worship and 4:00 p.m. for Wednesday evening services/activities by the Pastor and/or Council President.
Notification for Saturday events will be made in the similar way 2 hours prior to the
start of the event.
Tune into the following radio and TV stations for cancellation notifications:
KVLY (Channel 11) and KXJB (Channel 4)
WDAY TV (Channel 6)
WDAY AM and WDAY FM Radio
KFGO Radio
Also, any cancellations will be posted on Elim’s Facebook page.
If Fargo schools are closed, all Church events/meetings for that day will be cancelled.
If a meeting is scheduled and has to be cancelled, it is up to the Chairperson of the Committee to reschedule the meeting within the next 10 days.
The church will remain locked during the closings.

In the event of inclement weather during a work day, the Church office will follow the guidelines of the Fargo school system – if the schools are closed, the office will be closed. However, in case of emergency,
you may contact Pastor Carol or Connie on their cell phones.
Pastor Carol 507-398-3166
Connie Rawls 701-520-7073
***Connie has a list of people who requested to be called but if you would like to receive a call in
case of inclement weather, please call the office and give your name and telephone number.

Cold Weather Safety for Older Adults
Is There Help for My Heating Bills? If you are having a hard time paying your heating bills, the Low
Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) helps eligible low-income families with home heating
costs. Both homeowner and renter households are eligible for the program. You can get an application
from Cass County Social Services or at Valley Senior Services office. For more information, call the Fuel
Assistance office at 241-5761 or a Resource Specialist at 293-1440 or toll-free at 1-877-827-1916.
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Again this winter, Elim is collecting new or clean, gently used winter
outerwear, including jackets, coats, snowpants, mittens, gloves, hats,
scarves, and boots, sizes infant through adult. Please drop your donations off in the Elim office. All winter outwear brought to the church
for this project will be donated to Open Doors, which is a nondenominational, non-profit organization, and accepts all sizes of clothing, then disburses the clothing to individuals free-of-charge. Thank
you.

EMOJI PRAYER REMINDERS
Pray for someone you know who is sad and ask God to
comfort them.

Thank God for your family and the people who love you.
Pray for someone who is hurt and ask God to help them get
better.
Thank God for giving you friends and people who make
you laugh.
Ask God to help you forgive someone who makes you
angry.
Praise God for the beautiful world He has made all around
us.

Thank you to all who donated mittens, hats, and
scarves for the Elim Mitten
Tree. Your generous gifts
will be greatly appreciated
this cold winter. The items
collected were given to the
Open Doors.

Pray for someone who is sick and ask God to help them
feel better.

Thank God for giving you clothes to wear and a place to
live.
DID YOU KNOW……………that Bethany Retirement Living has been selected by Dako-

ta Medical Foundation and the Impact Institute to participate in this year’s Giving
Hearts Day? This 24-hour on-line giving opportunity enables donors from anywhere to
make an on-line contribution to Bethany Retirement Living and have their gift multiplied
through matching funds made available by DMF and other generous donors. Contributions of $10 or more made to Bethany on Thursday, February 13 at givingheartsday.org will be matched. It’s easy. It’s fast. AND, your gift is matched. Support
Bethany on Giving Hearts Day, Thursday, February 13. Call 701.478.8910 for more
information.
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January Church Council Minutes
Tuesday, January 14, 2020, 6 p.m.

Present: Cindy Wolslegel, Kjersten Nelson, LaVonne Black, John Lindstrom, Pastor Carol, Abby D’Eustachio, Kacie Putz, and Helen Armstrong
Call to order
Pastor Carol opens with prayer.
Devotions: Kacie: February
LaVonne: May

Cindy: March
Kjersten: June

Helen: April
Abby: July

Secretary’s Minutes: Helen notes that the next meeting in the minutes should be Tuesday, January 14
(not February 11). LaVonne moves to approve the December minutes as amended. Pastor Carol seconds.
Motion carries.
Consent Agenda
Treasurer’s Report: John reports that we finished the year with a general fund deficit of a little over
$29,000. For December, pledged income was over budget. Overall income was slightly under budget due
to lower income from parking. Total income for the year was 92 percent of what was budgeted. The year’s
expenses were 96 percent of what was budgeted, but the budget overall is a deficit budget.
Learning Committee: Kacie reports that Sunday School is back in session.
Worship Committee: Helen reports that the committee met on Sunday. Scott is redoing the choir schedule.
The committee discussed having communion every Sunday. After discussion, LaVonne moves to implement weekly communion (at least four Sundays per month), beginning with a trial period running from Ash
Wednesday to Easter. Helen seconds. Motion carries.
LaVonne discussed Friends and Family Sunday with the committee. It will take place the third Sunday of
September. Abby will help with decorations once a theme is established.
Property Committee: No report.
Stewardship Committee: Pastor Carol reports that she had a meeting with Bishop Terry before he left the
position. They discussed stewardship and discussed a program called Consecration Sunday; the synod
provides resources for launching the program and it culminates in a meal where the church discusses
stewardship. Some churches have had good results with this program. Pastor Carol and Kjersten will meet
with Jess Daum at the Synod to discuss further and report back. Cindy notes we have done something
similar in the past.

Witness Committee: LaVonne has made visits the past two months to the homebound, Eston has joined
her. The committee members will send out Easter cards to homebound members.
Service Committee: Abby has restocked gluten-free options for after-church fellowship. Pastor Carol and
Abby will discuss Lent meals.
Kacie moves to accept the consent agenda. Abby seconds. Motion carries.
Pastor’s Report
No pastoral acts
Pastor Carol donated nine 2019vacation days back to Elim.
Pastor Carol will be gone for the service on the annual meeting weekend but will be back for the
annual meeting.
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Pastor Carol reinforces the importance of maintaining confidentiality with sensitive Council items
Estimated Building Expenses – John provides a report of what 2019 building expenses were
(~$56,000)
South Sudanese Church – if Elim chooses to end this relationship, the Synod staff suggested setting
an end-date that would allow a month to find a new space. Kacie moves to meet with the Synod to
communicate to the South Sudanese Church that it is time to find a new space. Abby seconds.
Motion carries. Pastor Carol and Kjersten’s meeting with Synod staff will include this topic.
Revisiting the inclement weather policy – it was recently moved from 7 am to 8 am. After discussion,
Council decides to keep the new 8 am policy.
The Council reviewed the Church Office report. Kjersten moves to approve the report. Kacie seconds.
Motion carries.

Prior Business
Constitution Update – it is the secretary’s responsibility to submit the constitution updates to the Synod when approved
Nominating Committee status – Cindy has some suggestions that she needs to follow up with
Financial reports
2020 Budget. Kjersten moves to approve the 2020 budget. Pastor Carol seconds. Motion carries.
New Business
AA Group rent will increase to $40/month
Open Discussion: None
Next Council Meeting: Tuesday, February 11 at 6 pm
Communion Assistants:

Meeting is Adjourned

February 2: Kacie
February 9: Kjersten
February 26 (evening): Abby
Minutes Submitted by Kjersten

Treasurer’s Report
December, 2019
Balance Sheet

John Lindstrom

 The checking acct balance is $1,476.82. The balance at the beginning of the year was $4,133.45.

General Acct Fund balance is now –$29,809.41. Last month the General Acct Fund balance was $30,465.49. The current prior debt is now $141,834.55 and is comprised of payables to various dedicated funds.

Income and Expense (12/12 or 100% through the year)








Monthly pledge income was over budget (budget $8,666.00 vs. $9,172.00).
Monthly total income was under budget (budget $13,066.00 vs. $13,391.00).
YTD pledge income is 98.54% of the budget ($104,000 (actual $102,484.00).
YTD total income is 92.71% of the budget $132,650.00 (actual $122,985.55).
Monthly expenses were under budget (budget $13,493.00 vs. $12,410.49).
YTD expenses are 96.46% of the budget $162,104.00 (actual $156,361.73).
The utility bill for the month was $1287.89.
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February Services Volunteers
USHERS/GREETERS
February 2 LaVonne Black
February 9 Rob Scheer
February 16 Rob Scheer
February 23 Duane & Linda Olschlager

FLOWERS
February 2
February 9
February 16
February 23

LAYREADERS
February 2 Helen Armstrong
February 9 Betty Lindstrom
February 16 Peggy Haugrud
February 23 Lenora Scheer

MISSIONARY SUPPORT
February 2
February 9
February 16
February 23

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS
February 2 Kacie Putz
February 9 Kjersten Nelson
February 26 Abby d’Eustachio

FUNERAL TEAM FOR FEBRUARY
Curt Meyer, Serving Group Member, if needed
CHILDREN’S MESSAGES
February 2 Scott Strand
February 16 Karen Lind

Please call Helen Armstrong at 701-230-9027 if you would like to sign up to be an
Usher, Lay Reader, or Communion Assistant.
Every Sunday is open for Missionary Support, which is $25.00 and can be given in honor of or in memory of a
loved one. If you would like to help with this ministry, please contact the Elim office. Thank you.
Would you like to provide Altar Flowers in honor or memory of a loved one? Even though potted plants are now
placed on the Altar, this does not mean there cannot be cut flowers given in a person’s honor or memory. If
anyone wishes to give flowers on any given Sunday, simply contact the church office with your request and
Connie will place your order. Dalbol Flowers and Gifts allows Elim to choose the bouquet colors and purchase
both Altar bouquets for around $26.00. If providing flowers for the Altar, Elim office will order the flower color(s)
you request. If you wish to take the flowers home with you following worship, please let Connie know that when
you call to order them. Thank you.

02/06
02/08
02/12
02/15

Catrina Gullickson
Sheri Seefried
Abby d’Eustachio
John Lindstrom
Linda Olschlager

02/21
02/22
02/26

Donovan Lynch
Lenora Scheer
Katie Merkel
Orville Slusher

If your birthday should be on this list and isn’t, please contact the Elim office. I apologize for the oversight.
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In memory of Tim Johnson

Undesignated
Undesignated
Undesignated
Altar Guild

Elaine Fiske
Lou Foley
Royce & LaVonne Black
Peggy Haugrud

In memory of Charles Gast

Undesignated
General Fund
General Fund

Elaine Fiske
Sharon Gast family
Dan & Barb Rising

In memory of Ron Moe

Undesignated

Elaine Fiske

Attention Snowbirds! Please notify us at
701-232-2574 or elim@elim-lutheran.org
to change your winter address or put a
hold on newsletters while you are gone for
the winter. It will help us save on paper
and postage. You may find our newsletters at http://elim-lutheran.org/newsletters2 if you want to keep up to date with them.
Thank you.
January Funerals, Membership Transfers In and Transfers Out
Baptisms: None
Funerals: None
Membership Transfers Out of Elim: None
Membership Transfers In to Elim: None
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Elim choir is looking for singers. I would like to extend an invitation to all members of Elim to participate in the choir. Everyone is welcome to participate regardless
of your experience. We all have a wonderful time praising the Lord through our music. We rehearse each Sunday morning at 9:00 and sing for Worship when scheduled. If you can’t commit to being a full time member, you are still welcome to participate when you are able. If you have questions, please contact me at 507-358-4297,
or sdstrand@mauiblues.com. Thanks and blessings! Scott Strand, Choir Director
Date

Description

February 2

Choir Rehearsal

February 9

Choir Rehearsal & Anthem

February 16

No choir rehearsal

February 23

Choir Rehearsal

March 1

Choir Rehearsal & Anthem

March 8

Choir Rehearsal

March 15

Choir Rehearsal & Anthem

March 22

Choir Rehearsal

March 29

Choir Rehearsal & Anthem

Serving Groups
Will continue to be responsible for treats during Sunday morning coffee hour. Groups will be responsible to make coffee, bring treats, serve, and clean up on their assigned week.
February 2 Group 1
March 1
Group 1
April 5 Group 1
February 9 Group 2
March 8
Group 2
April 12 Group 2
February 16 Group 3
March 15
Group 3
April 19 Group 3
February 23 Group 4
March 22
Group 4
April 26 Group 4
March 29
Open
Note: When there is a funeral and the funeral home is not involved, one person from the Serving
Group for that funeral is asked to assist the Funeral Team volunteer for that funeral only. If a funeral home is involved in the funeral, no serving group member will be needed. Please contact the office if you have questions. Thank you.
Unique gifts are always fun! If you are looking for a one-of-a-kind puzzle - - Handmade 550 piece, 750 piece, or 1000 piece puzzles for sale, at $15-$20 each, made by Kim Olschlager.
Please call her at (701) 781-0824 for further information. Thank you.

Elim Church Council Members

Pastor Carol Strand, Pastor
cstrand@elim-lutheran.org
701.232.2574 - - -507.398.3166 (after office hours cell)
Cindy Wolslegel, President (Bethany Representative)
Abby d’Eustachio, Vice President (Service and Fellowship)
Kjersten Nelson, Secretary (Stewardship)
Kacie Putz (Learning)
Helen Armstrong, (Worship & Music)
LaVonne Black (Outreach)
John Lindstrom (Financial)

Elim Office Hours
Monday

All Church offices are closed

Tuesday:

8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

Wednesday and Thursday: 8:30 a.m. to
2:00 p.m.
Friday:

8:30 a.m. to 12:00 noon
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Sunday School will be held each Sunday during Worship.
Worship & Music Committee will meet on Sunday, February 2, at
11:15 following Worship.
Confirmation will be held on Wednesday, February 5, 12, and 19., at
6:45 p.m.
Brady McClaflin, Churches United, will present a Temple Talk at
Worship on Sunday, February 9.

Elim Church Council
Meeting Reminder
Tuesday, February 11, at
6:00 p.m. Any and all are
invited to attend.

Sarah and Elizabeth Circles will meet jointly on Thursday, February 13, at 10:00 a.m. at Fryn Pan on
Main.
Noisy Offering will be taken at the 10:00 a.m. Service on Sunday, February 16.
Greg Webster of the Gideon’s will present a Temple Talk at Worship on Sunday, February 16.
Bible Study will be held on Tuesday, February 18, at 9:30, in the Lounge.
Pub Night will be held on Thursday, February 20, at 6:30, at Old Broadway.
Ash Wednesday Service with Communion will be held on Wednesday, February 26, at 6:30 p.m.

Lines of Communication
If anyone has any questions or concerns regarding church operations, please contact the appropriate
person below for correct information. Thank you.
Pastor Carol - Services / Worship
Prayers
Personal concerns
Visitation Schedule
Connie - Bulletin / Newsletter
Barb Rising - Kitchen

Curt Meyer - Church building / property
Cleaning
Event set-up
Helen Armstrong, Robyn Vinje, or
Scott Strand - Services / Worship
Music
Shirley Slusher - Sanctuary / Sactisty
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Elim Lutheran Church Calendar
February, 2020
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1
Educ/Comm
Time, SSLC1:30

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

Choir rehearsal
Elim Wor./
Comm. Serv. /
Children’s Message-10:00
Coffee Hr-11:00
Worship & Music
Meeting-11:15
Worship, SSLC1:30

Elim offices
closed

Staff mtg.noon
Happy Hour
AA GroupNoon

Text Study11:30
Confirmation6:45

First Call
Meeting1:00 to 2:30

9

10

11

12

13

Choir rehearsal
Elim Wor.
(Temple TalkBrady McClaflin,
Churches United) / Communion
Serv.-10:00
Coffee-11:00
Worship, SSLC1:30

Elim offices
closed

Happy Hour
AA Grp-Noon
Pastor-visit.
(11:00 x2)
Church
Council-6:00

Text Study11:30
Confirmation6:45

Sarah and
Elizabeth
Circle-10:00
Evergreen10:00

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

Elim Wor.
(Temple TalkGreg Webster,
Gideon’s) /
Children’s
Message / Noisy
Offering-10:00
Coffee Hr-11:00
Worship, SSLC1:30

Elim offices
closed

Bible Study9:30
Happy Hour
AA GroupNoon

Text Study11:30
Pastor-visit.
(1:00 & 1:30)
Confirmation6:45

Parkview
Terrace-9:00
Mhd. Rehab.
-10:00
Pastor-visit.
(11:00)
Pub Night6:30 (Old
Broadway)

Pastor-visit.
(10:30)
Pastor-visit.
(1:00, 1:30)

Educ/Comm
Time, SSLC1:30

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

Choir rehearsal
Elim Worship10:00
Coffee Hr-11:00
Worship, SSLC1:30

Elim offices
closed

Happy Hour
AA Grp-Noon

Text Study11:30
Ash
Wednesday
Services with
Communion6:30

Educ/Comm
Time, SSLC1:30

14

15
Educ/Comm
Time, SSLC1:30
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Elim Lutheran Church
12
321 9th Street North
Fargo, ND 58102

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

321 Ninth Street North
Fargo, ND 58102
(701) 232-2574

www.elim-lutheran.org

“Built on a Triangle with Faith in the Triune”

Organist
Choir Director

Pastor:
Carol Strand
Office Administrator/Secretary: Connie Rawls
Maintenance:
Curt Meyer
Music Staff:
Robyn Vinje
Scott Strand
Katie Narum Miyamoto
Missionary
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