
Elim's Mission 
Statement 

  
"With faith in the 
Triune God, the 
family of Elim 

Lutheran Church 
proclaims the 

Gospel of Jesus 
Christ through 

word and 
sacraments.  In 
our life together 
as a Christian 

congregation, we 
provide a center 
for members and 

community to 
worship and pray; 
to meet and learn; 
to be welcomed, 
nourished, and 

strengthened; to 
rest and be 

comforted; to 
serve; and to go 
forth and witness 

to the world 
through the 

prayerful 

Greetings Elim Family, 
 Recently, I have been asked several questions regarding our church 
practices, which are all valid concerns. When a new pastor comes to a 
church, it is inevitable that there will be some changes made. I have been 
very careful so as not to overwhelm anyone. We have tried some new 
things. Some have worked and some have not. So, I wish to share with you 
some of my reasons for doing things that are new. 

 
Attendance Folders 
 Some have told me that they don’t like the attendance 
folders. This is done to keep accurate numbers of our weekly 
attendance. Our Synod and the ELCA “bosses” require this 
number in order to keep an accurate count of worshipping 

ELCA members. None of your personal information is shared with the 
Synod, unless you are a Council member. When one is in Council, the 
Synod and/or ELCA may send you important information. 
 Also, as a congregation, Elim gives money to our Southeast North Dakota 
Synod. Our benevolence is based on the number of members who are 
attending, communing, and giving offerings.  
 In addition, I prefer to send notes out to our visitors. It is good for us to 
follow up with these guests; then they know we are welcoming and we are 
glad they are here.  Without the use of the attendance folders, I would not 
have their contact information to do this. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer  
 As you know, early in my tenure, I tried an experiment where we pray the 
Lord’s Prayer, and everyone was invited to pray whatever form they 
preferred. However, this did not work. It may work at Luther Seminary 
where many voices speak the Lord’s Prayer differently. Now, we both pray 
the traditional version and the contemporary version on alternating 
Sundays. That way, those who prefer one version over another can have 
the chance to pray as they wish.  
 
Pastor in the Pews 
 I was recently asked why I sit in the pews during our worship time. There 
is one simple reason for that - as a pastor, I am no better nor no worse than 
anyone else. I am one of the people, one of God’s children just like you. 
Therefore, I sit with you, not in the chair near the altar, for I do not wish to 
appear higher or mightier than you. 
 

 

Thoughts from Pastor Carol 

 

Elim Lutheran Church     
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Hymns 
 I have been asked several times why we do not sing more of the older hymns. I make an honest 
attempt at choosing some of the older ones that go along with the Scripture texts and our theme 
for a Sunday. Sometimes, though, some of those older hymns do not always fit. It is important to 
have a cohesive service and that includes the hymns. Keep in mind, that when we learn some-
thing new, it keeps our minds fresh and agile. Just so you know, in our ELW, there are some 
hymns written as chant and they are extremely difficult to sing. Rarely, if ever, do I use those 
hymns.  As a reminder, the hymns we consider “old,” where at one time new hymns. 
 
Newsletter and Quarterly Statements 
 In an attempt to save funds, we are putting the newsletters and quarterly statements in a box at 
the back of the church for those individuals who regularly attend worship.  If the newsletters/
envelopes are still in the box after a week, they are sent out to you by mail.  This is definitely a 
money-saving action, as each newsletter costs 70 cents postage and statements are 55 cents 
each to send; therefore, we are saving approximately $208 per year by doing this.  $208 may not 
seem like a lot, but every little bit of savings helps our financial situation. 
 
Healing and Vacation 
 I just want to let you know that while recovering from surgery, I worked from home most days. 
The first week after surgery, I was in the hospital. But after I returned home, I made sure I did 
God’s work for Elim’s congregation. So please don’t think I took time off for fun. 
 We will be leaving after worship on August 11 and returning on August 24. That way I will only 
miss one Sunday. Aloha! (Just a hint where we will be) 
 
  If you ever have a question about something we are doing or not doing here at Elim, please be 
sure to talk with me. I appreciate your concerns. 
 
Always in Christ’s love, 

Pastor Carol  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Two hours into a flight, the pilot gets on 
the intercom.  “We just lost an engine,” 
he announces.  “It’s all right - we have 
three more.  But the flight will take us an 
hour longer.”  A half hour later:  “We just 
lost another engine.  Don’t worry; we 
have two more.  It’ll take us another two 
hours, though.”  In the back, a passen-
ger rolls her eyes.  “Great,” she says to 
her seatmate.  “If we lose the last two 
engines, we’ll be up here all day.” 

-7thspace.com 
Readers Digest 

July, 2019 

Picture Taking:  Pictures may be taken during 
church events and used for social media, news-
letter, and communication purposes.  Please let 
Pastor Carol or the office know if you would prefer 
that your picture or your children’s pictures not be 
taken or used.  Thank you. 

Worry is a conversation you have with yourself about things 
you cannot change.  Prayer is a conversation you have with 

God about things He can change. 
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Elim Church Council Minutes 
Tuesday, July 9, 2019, 6:00 p.m. 

 
Present: Cindy Wolslegel, Pastor Carol, Kjersten Nelson, LaVonne Black, and Helen Armstrong  
Not Present: John Lindstrom, Abby D’Eustachio, and Kacie Putz 
 
Call to order – Opening Prayer and devotions (Helen). Cindy will do devotions for August. 
 
Secretary’s Minutes: Helen moves to approve the June minutes. LaVonne seconds. Motion carries. 
 
Consent Agenda 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Those present reviewed the report. 
Learning Committee: No report. 
Worship Committee: Helen reports that the committee is working on condensing usher instructions to one 
page. The committee will be working with Witness and Service on Friends and Family Sunday. 
Property Committee: LaVonne noted a handicap parking sign that was knocked over. 
Stewardship Committee: No report. We will meet at the end of August. 
Witness Committee: LaVonne reports they are sending out occasional cards to homebound members. 
She has secured an usher and greeter for Friends and Family Sunday and will be meeting with Pastor 
Carol about special music for that Sunday. Abby, Helen, and Pastor Carol will help out with the lunch fol-
lowing the service. 
Service Committee: No service. 
 
Pastor Carol moves to accept the consent agenda. Helen seconds. Motion carries. 
 
Pastor’s Report 

No baptisms, no funerals, no weddings 
Curt, Shirley, Orville, LuAnn, and Peggy did a lot of nice work on plantings. 
Pastor Carol will be on vacation from after worship on Aug 11-Aug 24. 

 
Prior Business 

Air conditioning repair was back last Friday because the system is still not working well. 
No new council members 
Cindy thought the parking lot would be completed by now, but it hasn’t. 

 
New Business 

The roof is leaking again so will look into what it will take to address this. 
The service connected to the office panic button needs to be renewed.  Pastor Carol will inquire as to 

whether we could reduce the number of licenses or other potential less costly options and will dis-
cuss with Connie, then follow up with the council. 

 
Next Council Meeting:  Tuesday, August 13 at 6 pm 
 
Communion Assistants:  August 4: Cindy, August 11: TBD 
 
Meeting is Adjourned 
 
Minutes Submitted by Kjersten 
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Treasurer’s Report 
June, 2019  

John Lindstrom 
Balance Sheet 
 
 The checking acct balance is $1,544.78. The balance at the beginning of the year was $4,133.45. 

General Acct Fund balance is now –$17,892.95. Last month the General Acct Fund balance was -
$13,081.46. The current prior debt is now $141,834.55 and is comprised of payables to various dedi-
cated funds.  

 
Income and Expense (6/12 or 50% through the year)  
 
 Monthly pledge income was under budget (budget $8,667.00 vs. $5,882.00).  
 Monthly total income was under budget (budget $10,696.00 vs. $6,357.23).  
 YTD pledge income is 48.12% of the budget $104,000 (actual $50,046).  
 YTD total income is 46.54% of the budget $132,650.00 (actual $61,730.01). 
 Monthly expenses were under budget (budget $13,511.00 vs. $11,168.72). 
 YTD expenses are 50.77% of the budget $162,104.00 (actual $82,293.09). 
 The utility bill for the month was $689.91. Paid $520 for pulpit supply.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 
 
Since 2010, Bethany Retirement Living has been honoring those who have made an impact in our com-
munity and for those who call this region home.  The Senior of the Year awards program is a way to rec-
ognize the contributions of those who have influenced individual lives and shaped this area as an amaz-
ing place to live. 
 
Awards are presented in five categories:   

• Business 

• Community Involvement 

• Education/Arts 

• Faith 
Health/Wellness 

 
The only criteria to be nominated are to be aged 65 or older and to live (or have made an impact) in Cass 
or Richland Counties of North Dakota or Clay County of Minnesota. 
 
An educator.  A church volunteer.  A small business owner.  A law enforcement officer.  A scout leader.  A 
nurse.  Anyone who – publicly or in their own quiet way – has impacted the lives of those around them. 
 
Nominations are now being accepted for the 2019 Senior of the Year awards.  We’ve streamlined the 
nomination process so it is VERY easy to nominate someone to be honored. 
 
Nominate today by calling 701.478.8910 or visiting the Bethany website at bethanynd.org and clicking the 
NOMINATE ON-LINE button in the SOTY section of the front page.  Nominations are due by August 2. 
 
The 2019 Senor of the Year awards program will take place on Thursday, September 19, at the Hilton 
Garden Inn.  Social at 5:30, dinner and program at 6:30. 
 
Grant R. Richardson, Senior Executive – Development & Community Relations, 701.478.8910 
Bethany on University                     Bethany on 42nd            
201 University Dr. S, Fargo ND 58103            4255 30 Ave S, Fargo ND  58104 

www.bethanynd.org 

Senior of 

the Year 

http://www.bethanynd.org
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USHERS/GREETERS  
August   4  Robert Scheer 
August 11  LaVonne Black 
August 18  LaVonne Black 
August 25  LouAnn Dutt 
 
LAYREADERS 
August   4  Barb Rising 
August 11  Helen Armstrong 
August 18  Lenora Scheer 
August 25  Jennifer Rheault 
 
COMMUNION ASSISTANTS 
August   4  Cindy Wolslegel 
August 11 
 
FLOWERS 
August   4 
August 11  Frank Anderson 
August 18 
August 25 
 
MISSIONARY SUPPORT 
August   4 
August 11 
August 18 
August 25 
 
FUNERAL TEAM FOR AUGUST  
Elaine Fiske, Serving Group Member, if needed 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMONS 
Will resume during School year 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

USHERS/GREETERS  
September   1  Robert Scheer 
September   8  Curt Meyer 
September 15  Jack Davies, Ben Davies 
September 22  Curt Meyer 
September 29  Curt Meyer, Peggy Haugrud 
 
LAYREADERS 
September   1  Scott Strand 
September   8  Derek Miller 
September 15  Dan Rising 
September 22  Cindy Wolslegel 
September 29 
 
COMMUNION ASSISTANTS 
September   1   
September   8 
 
FLOWERS 
September   1   
September   8  Frank Anderson 
September 15   
September 22  Margery Koster 
September 29 
 
MISSIONARY SUPPORT 
September   1   
September   8 
September 15 
September 22 
September 29 
 
FUNERAL TEAM FOR AUGUST  
Shirley Slusher, Serving Group Member, if needed 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMONS 
September   1   
September 15  Kerri Spiering 
 
 

 August and September Services  

Would you like to provide Altar Flowers in honor or memory of a loved one?  Even though potted 
plants are now placed on the Altar, this does not mean there cannot be cut flowers given in a person’s 
honor or memory.  If anyone wishes to give flowers on any given Sunday, simply contact the church 
office with your request and Connie will place your order. Dalbol Flowers and Gifts allows Elim to 
chose the bouquet colors and purchase both Altar bouquets for around $26.00. If providing flowers for 
the Altar, Elim office will order the flower color(s) you request.  If you wish to take the flowers home 
with you following worship, please let Connie know that when you call to order them.  Thank you. 

Please call LaVonne Black at 701-232-3029 if you would like to sign up to be an Usher or Lay Reader. 

Every Sunday is open for Missionary Support, which is $25.00 and can be given in honor of or in 
memory of a loved one.  If you would like to help with this ministry,  please contact the Elim office.  
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             08/05  Richard Andring 
             08/08  Brian Vargas 
             08/10  Hazel Putz 
             08/17  Kim Olschlager 
             08/21  Shirley Slusher 
             08/24  Nelson Rheault 
             08/29  Jack Davies 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In Memory of Ernest Simenson 
                    Foundation              Wayne & Marcia Schott         
                    Choir                 Wayne & Marcia Schott 
                    Undesignated            Al & Delmae Johnson          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Baptisms:  None  
 
Funerals:  None 
 
Membership Transfers Out of Elim:  None 
    
Membership Transfers In to Elim:  Ryan Mitchell Stotts 

July Baptisms,  Funerals, Membership Transfers In  and Transfers Out 

 

If your birthday should be on this list and isn’t, please contact the Elim office.  I apologize for the oversight. 
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White Sauce Pasta 
Jack Davies 

1 lb. penne pasta 
3 tbsp. butter 
2 tsp. minced garlic 
3 tbsp. flour 
1 c. chicken broth 
1 c. milk 
2 tsp. dried parsley 
1/2 grated Parmesan cheese 
Salt and pepper to taste 
Cook pasta according to package directions.  Melt 
butter in a medium sauce pan, add garlic.  Cook 
for 1 minute over medium heat.  Add flour and 
cook for an additional minute, stirring constantly.  
Add milk and broth, stirring constantly.  Cook until 
sauce boils and thickens.  Add parsley and Par-
mesan cheese.  Add desired salt and pepper. 
Continue stirring until cheese has melted.  Serve 
immediately.  Pour sauce over pasta and serve.  
You may eat this as is, or add chicken.  We like 
more sauce, so we double the recipe. 

Recipe Book:  Again next year in time for the Ladies’ Salad Luncheon, I will have a                    
recipe book of your favorite recipes, which can include desserts, appetizers, main dish-
es, salads, etc., ready for everyone.  We had 22 recipes in the 2019 book, which is                 
wonderful, so let’s try to at least double that number for next year.  Please submit as 
many recipes as you’d like.  I have a mail slot by the office, so you can put your recipes 
in there if the office is closed.  I look forward to doing the recipe book again.                                   
Thank you.  Connie Rawls 

 
 
 
 
 

Picture  
Your 

Recipe  
Here 

 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED -                                     

CHILDREN’S SERMON LEADERS    
 
Elim is in desperate need of members of the  
congregation to share the Good News with our 
children on the first and third Sundays of the 
month.  If you are interested, please contact the 
office at 232-2574.  Thank you for your assis-
tance in this most important church program, 
passing our Christian heritage on to our children. 

  
Would you be able to donate a bit of your 
time once a month to help with Sunday 

School?   
 
Our Sunday School program is in need of teach-
ers and assistants, both adult and older children, 
for the upcoming Sunday School year.  Depend-
ing on the number of volunteers, you may have 
to teach/assist only minimally.  Please contact 
Jennifer at 701-241-9443, or you may call the 
Elim Office at 701-232-2574.  Thank you! 

 Would you like to make a difference by getting a bit                                           
more involved in Sunday Worship and Sunday School? 
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Serving Groups 
Will continue to be responsible for treats during Sunday morning coffee hour.  Groups will be re-
sponsible to make coffee, bring treats, serve, and clean up on their assigned week.   Following is 
a schedule for the next 3 months:  
August   4  Group 1       September   1  Group 1       October   6  Group 1 
August 11  Group 2       September   8  Group 2       October 13  Group 2 
August 18  Group 3       September 15  Group 3       October 20  Group 3 
August 25  Group 4       September 22  Group 4       October 27  Group 4 
                    September 29  Open 
Note:  When there is a funeral and the funeral home is not involved, one person from the Serving 
Group for that funeral is asked to assist the Funeral Team volunteer for that funeral only.  If a fu-
neral home is involved in the funeral, no serving group member will be needed.  Please contact 
the office if you have questions.  Thank you. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Elim Church Council Members 

Pastor Carol Strand, Pastor  
cstrand@elim-lutheran.org 

701.232.2574 - - -507.398.3166 (after office hours cell) 
 

Cindy Wolslegel, President (Bethany Representative) 
Abby d’Eustachio, Vice President (Service and Fellowship) 

Kjersten Nelson, Secretary (Stewardship) 
Kacie Putz (Learning) 

Helen Armstrong, (Worship & Music) 
LaVonne Black (Outreach) 
John Lindstrom (Financial) 

 
Are you 

looking for a 
unique gift 
for a family 

member or a gift for 
someone?   

     
Handmade 550 piece, 
750 piece, or 1000 piece 
puzzles for sale, at $15-
$20 each, made by Kim 
Olschlager.  Please call 
her at (701) 850-6365 for 
further information.  

Churches United for the 
Homeless   Shelter’s Current 

Needs List              
Funding for winter overflow; 
*Gift cards for gas and grocer-
ies (especially places near 
Bright Sky Apartments); * Dia-
pers-size 5 & 6; *Baby Formula; 
*Baby Wipes; *Twin-size blan-
kets; *Toiletries; *Alcohol-free 
cold medicine; *Bath towels; 
*New adult underwear; 
*Deodorant.  The most efficient 
way to help is through financial 
donations.      Donate online at 
churches-united.org, or by 
sending your donation to:  
Churches United for the Home-
less, 1901-1st Ave. No., Moor-
head, MN  
56560, 218-
236-0372.  
Thank you! 

Would you like to own your very 
own Elim t-shirt or would you like 
to purchase one for someone 
else?  These shirts are being sold 
as a fundraiser for Elim.  The cost 
is $20 each - $15 cost, $5 to Elim.  
Orders will be taking until Sep-
tember 3, so they will be ready if 
you wish to purchase them as 
Christmas gifts.  Order forms are  
available in the office or at your 
request.  Thank you. 

Saturday,  
September 7th, 
at 9:30, all Elim 
Church     

Women are encouraged to 
meet for a Communion Gath-
ering.  The LOVE offering will 
be gathered at this meeting.  
(This offering is given to be 
used at Elim for the 2019-2010 
budget expenses.)  Elim 
Church Women booklets will 
be distributed. 
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Please Note:  Beginning in September, Elizabeth Circle will meet the second Thursday of each month 
at the Sons of Norway. 
 
Pastor will be on vacation from after Worship on Sunday, August 11, to Friday, August 23.  Pulpit    
supply for August 18 will be Pastor Helen Beth Kuhens. 
 
The Worship & Music Committee will meet on Sunday, August 11, at 11:15 following Worship. 
 
Noisy Offering will be held on Sunday, August 18, during the 10:00 Worship Service. 
 
Choir News:  Choir rehearsal will resume in the fall.  Schedule will be published. 
 
Sunday School classes will resume in the fall. 

 
Confirmation classes will resume in the fall. 
 
Pub Night meetings will resume in the fall.  There have been requests to hold the meetings at noon 
(sack lunch meeting), early evening (5:00 p.m.), or leave them at 6:30, as they have been.  If you are 
interested in attending these meetings, please call (232-2574) or e-mail (elim@elim-lutheran.org) the 
office and let Connie know your choice.  If you don’t have a specific choice, please let that be known, 
as well.  Thank you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

Elim Office Hours: Monday    All Church offices are closed 
            Tuesday:   8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
            Wednesday and Thursday: 8:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
            Friday:      8:30 a.m. to 12:00 noon 

Lines of Communication 
 

If anyone has any questions or concerns regarding church operations, please contact the appropriate 
person below for correct information.  Thank you. 
 
Pastor Carol   Service/Worship          Curt Meyer -         Church building/property 
and Connie -  Bulletin                                Cleaning 
         Visitation 
         Prayers               Helen Armstrong     Service/Worship 
         Personal concerns        and Robyn Vinje -   Bulletin 
                                         Music                
Barb Rising -  Kitchen 
                            Shirley Slusher -    Sanctuary/Sacristy 

First Communion/Communion  Refresher 
Training, which was cancelled in February due 
to weather, has been rescheduled for October 
13, after worship in place of Sunday School.  In-
dividual notices will be sent to those who signed 
up earlier, but, just to be sure, please call the 
Elim office at 232-2574, prior to September 15 to 

re-register once again, to be sure there are materials enough 
for all.  If children are being registered, please give the ages 
of the children.  Children’s cardboard books are $8 each and 
materials for all others are $5 each.  You may make payment 
the day of the class.  Thank you. 

Tuesday, August 13, at 
6:00 p.m.  Any and all are 

invited to attend. 

Elim Church Council 
Meeting Reminder 
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Elim Lutheran Church CalendarElim Lutheran Church Calendar  

August, 2019August, 2019 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     1 2 3 

    
 
  

   Pastor-out   Educ/Comm 
Time, SSLC-
1:30 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Elim Wor./Comm. 
Serv.-10:00 
Coffee Hr-11:00 
Worship & Music 
Comm. Mtg-11:15  
Worship, SSLC-
1:30 

Elim offices 
closed 
 
 
  
  

Staff Mtg-
11:20 
Happy Hour AA 
Group-Noon 
  

  Evergreen-
10:00 
Pastor-
visitation 
(1:00) 

 Educ/Comm 
Time, SSLC-
1:30 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

Elim Wor./Comm. 
Serv.-10:00 
Coffee-11:00 
Worship, SSLC-
1:30 

Elim offices 
closed 
 
  

Happy Hour 
AA Grp-Noon 
Council Mtg-
6:00 
  

 
  

   Educ/Comm 
Time, SSLC-
1:30 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

Elim Wor./Noisy 
Offering-10:00 
Coffee Hr-11:00 
Worship, SSLC-
1:30  

 
Elim offices 
closed 
  
  

Happy Hour AA 
Group-Noon 

     
 

Educ/Comm 
Time, SSLC-
1:30 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

Elim Worship-
10:00 
Coffee Hr-11:00 
Worship, SSLC-
1:30 
  

Elim offices 
closed 
  

Pastor-Text 
Study, 11:30 
Happy Hour AA 
Group-Noon 

Pastor-visitation 
(1:00) 

 
 

 Educ/Comm 
Time, SSLC-
1:30 

       

              

Pastor-vacation 

Pastor-vacation 

Connie-
appt (out) 

Connie-out of office 

Connie-
out of 
office 
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Elim Lutheran Church 
321 9th Street North 
Fargo, ND   58102 
 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
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August 
 

August 7        
Purple Heart Day 


