Elim Lutheran Church
Thoughts from Pastor Carol

Elim's Mission
Statement
"With faith in the
Triune God, the
family of Elim
Lutheran Church
proclaims the
Gospel of Jesus
Christ through
word and
sacraments. In
our life together
as a Christian
congregation, we
provide a center
for members and
community to
worship and pray;
to meet and learn;
to be welcomed,
nourished, and
strengthened; to
rest and be
comforted; to
serve; and to go
forth and witness
to the world
through the
prayerful

Rodgers’ and Hammerstein’s song “June is Bustin’ Out All Over,” from the
musical Carousel, begins with the lyrics: June is bustin’ out all over, all over the
meadow and the hills… I like this song, not because it makes a lot of sense when
you read the rest of the words. In fact, it’s rather cheesy. But it’s a great reminder
that winter doesn’t last forever. Sometimes, it just seems like it.
Here we are well into Spring. The trees have leaves and perennials are
blooming. The birds are singing, and in our part of town, we see construction all
over our neighborhood. It’s a good sign that life is not always dark, cold, and
gloomy, and God provides for us in so many ways. During this season, we can be
especially thankful for the sunshine and warmth, the flowers and trees.
Church business goes on as usual during the summer months. During vacations and get-aways, we sometime forget to send in our monthly or weekly offerings and pledges. The bills and payments do not take vacations in the summer,
though I wish they would. However, I would like to offer this gentle nudge: If you
are gone for a Sunday or two, please remember to submit your offering. It can
sometimes be challenging to fulfill our financial responsibilities if we don’t receive
all the offerings promised to Elim. If it would be easier for you to submit your offerings, Simply Giving is a great option. Just call Connie in the church office, and she
will help you set up this automatic way to make your donation.
Thank you for your continued gifts, used for doing God’s good work in this
world and our church. Your generosity is greatly appreciated, and sometimes, we
don’t thank you often enough. So from the bottom of my heart, thank you, thank
you, thank you!
I would also like to say thank you for something else. As you read this, I will
be recovering from my third knee surgery in a little over a year. It has been a struggle, but hopefully, things are getting back to normal. It is my deepest appreciation
for all you have done and are doing for me…the cards, prayers, and visits. Once
again I say thank you, thank you, thank you.
I am looking forward to being with you soon. May God continue to bless you.
Enjoy these warm days of Spring and Summer. See you soon.
In Christ’s love,
Pastor Carol
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Picture Taking: Pictures may be taken during church events and used
for social media, newsletter, and communication purposes. Please let
Pastor Carol or the office know if you would prefer that your picture or
your children’s pictures not be taken or used. Thank you.

Eston’s Outreach Collection for Haiti: The following items are needed for
the people of Haiti, which Eston will take with him on his trip to Haiti in August.
Items are to be put in the tub marked “Haiti” in the Narthex. Cash donations
will also be accepted - please make your check payable to Elim Lutheran
Church, and be sure to write Haiti donation on the Memo line. It is critical for
Eston’s planning to begin collecting items as soon as possible. Items needed:
toothbrushes, toothpaste, peanut butter, pencils/notebooks, soap, spaghetti,
and bags of black beans. To further assist Eston with his help for Haiti, Elim will have a special Haiti offering at our June 16 Service. We thank you in advance for your willingness to donate to our brothers and
sisters in Haiti.

Vitalant, formerly United Blood Services, is in need of volunteers to
make phone calls to recruit previous blood donors, blood runners to
pick up/drop off products at blood drives/hospitals, and clerical work.
Please call 701-365-8911 or e-mail slizotte@vitalant.org, or call
Mara Dokukin at 701-365-8910 or e-mail mdokukin@vitalant.org.

Yamaha player
organ for
give away
Excellent condition!
First come, first served.
Organ must be picked
up by individal. Please
call 701-232-2574 to
make arrangements.
Oak Grove Lutheran is looking for families to host international students! We are currently looking for host families that are willing to open
their homes and hearts to students from around the globe. Host families
come in many different shapes and sizes some are retired, others have
small children, some have no children, while others are empty nesters or
have high school students themselves. Could your home be the home away
from home for one of our students? If you would like to explore this option further please feel free to contact Kristi.kegel@oakgrovelutheran.com or call 701-212-5296 (cell), 701-373-7115 office.
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Elim Church Council Minutes
Tuesday, May 7, 2019

Present: Cindy Wolslegel, Pastor Carol, Kjersten Nelson, John Lindstrom, LaVonne Black, and Helen
Armstrong
Not Present: Abby D’Eustachio and Kacie Putz
Call to order – Opening Prayer and devotions (Pastor Carol). Kjersten will do devotions in June. Helen
will do them in July. Cindy (August).
Secretary’s Minutes: Pastor Carol moves to approve the April minutes. John seconds. Motion carries.
Consent Agenda

Treasurer’s Report: Income was over budget this month, but so were expenses.
Learning Committee: No report
Worship Committee: Helen reports that the God Works Our Hands service will be on September 8.
Friends and Family Sunday is set for September 29. There are a few more updates to be made to the
Usher Instructions. The committee discussed having smaller print bulletins for general use, with some
large print bulletins available for those who request them. The committee discussed letting funeral serving
groups know as soon as the funerals are scheduled.
Property Committee: Pastor Carol reports that the AC repair is done. During the repair, Home Heating
noted an issue with the furnace motor, but he was able to repair it at much lower cost. LaVonne suggests
the men’s bathroom could use some updating.

Stewardship Committee: The committee will be meeting on Sunday after church.
Witness Committee: LaVonne notes they have visited four people and sent out Easter cards. They will
coordinate with the Worship Committee on Friends and Family Sunday.
Service Committee: No report.
Helen moves to accept the consent agenda. LaVonne seconds. Motion carries.
Pastor’s Report
One baptism (Nora Ray Schmidt, 4/21); one funeral (Ernie Simenson, 4/26)
Downtown churches event will be rescheduled as all parks were already booked for 6/23
Some shrubbery died over the course of the winter and will need to be replaced. Connie has been
planting perennial seeds.
Pastor Carol will have surgery on May 13, with 6 weeks to 3 months of recovery. She has arranged for
Pulpit Supply for 5 weeks. The Synod has agreed to help out if recovery takes longer than 6
weeks.
Large Fellowship Hall will be used on July 3 for Les Wassberg’s 100th birthday. LaVonne suggests a
gift from the congregation.
Prior Business
Elim’s Parking Lot Management Fee – John met with Connie and Curt regarding the fees. They
worked out:
The parking lot checking total is capped at $3,500
Any amount over $3,500 will be paid back to Elim unless there are major upcoming parking lot
expenditures
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The Elim management fee is a flat $75 + 74% of net parking lot income for the month
15% of gross will remain in parking lot checking
This will generally add up to the current formula
Air conditioning repair is complete, waiting for final total
Council Committee/Representative
Bethany Representative is Cindy for the year.
New Business
Next Council Meeting: Tuesday, June 11 at 6 pm
Communion Assistants:

June 2: Cindy
June 9: Kjersten

Meeting is Adjourned
Minutes Submitted by Kjersten
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Treasurer’s Report
April, 2019
Balance Sheet

John Lindstrom

 The checking acct balance is $4,932.92. The balance at the beginning of the year was $4,133.45.

General Acct Fund balance is now –$10,350.44. Last month the General Acct Fund balance was $7,920.22. The current prior debt is now $141,834.55 and is comprised of payables to various dedicated funds.

Income and Expense (4/12 or 33% through the year)








Monthly pledge income was over budget (budget $8,667.00 vs. $12,727.00).
Monthly total income was over budget (budget $11,200.00 vs. $14,669.33).
YTD pledge income is 35.57% of the budget $104,000 (actual $36,990).
YTD total income is 34.67% of the budget $132,650.00 (actual $45,995.63).
Monthly expenses were over budget (budget $13,519.00 vs. $17,099.55).
YTD expenses are 36.41% of the budget $162,104.00 (actual $59,016.20).
The utility bill for the month was $1,126.28. Paid $416.94 for computer repair/upgrades. Paid the semi
-annual property insurance premium of $2,815. Also paid $480.64 for can liners, towel rolls and buffer
pads and $249 for our annual Church software fee.

Would you be able to donate a bit of your time once a month to help with Sunday
School?: Jennifer is in need of teachers and assistants, both adult and older children, for the
Sunday School year, which begins on September 8. Depending on the number of volunteers,
you may have to teach/assist only minimally. Please contact Jennifer at 701-241-9443, or
you may call the Office at 701-232-2574. Thank you!
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED - CHILDREN’S SERMON LEADERS: Elim is in desperate need
of members of the congregation to share the Good News with our children on the first and
third Sundays of the month. If you are interested, please contact the office at 232-2574.
Thank you for your assistance in this most important church program.

5

Elim Home Visitor

Elim Lutheran
Church Foundation News
The Elim Foundation continues to provide earnings from investments to aid local, statewide, and
worldwide missions in their out-reach efforts. The organizations are always appreciative of these funds as
shown from excerpts from recent thank you letters:
Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch
Thank you for representing God’s love, the greatest love of all. Your gift is an affirmation of your belief in the potential of each child who comes to the Ranch to find hope and healing. You bring the love of
God to life in each child’s day. Thank you for your kindness and for joining us in the good work of helping
at-risk kids and their families succeed in the name of Christ.
Joy Ryan, President and CEO
SSLCD, Grand Rapids, MI
We once again sincerely thank you for your kind and generous gift on behalf of our International
South Sudanese Ministry. We continue midwife training clinics, training pastors in the South Sudanese
refugee camps, teaching trauma healing techniques, and faith development.
Robert W. Mueller, Secretary/Treasurer
Rape and Abuse Crisis Center
Thank you from the bottom of our hearts. We were honored to receive your Giving Hearts donation.
Your support enables our agency to provide crisis intervention and counseling to victims of domestic violence, sexual assault, and child sexual abuse. Your gift also helps to provide educational programs to students, businesses, organizations, and community groups as we strive to implement our vision of promoting and creating a society free from personal abuse. We are grateful for your continued support of our
center.
Christopher Johnson, Chief Executive Officer
Concordia College
We extend our heartfelt gratitude for your congregation’s recent gift to Concordia College. Through
our mission that inspires and innovation that moves learning into action, Concordia generates leaders
ready to meet the world’s unscripted challenges with imagination, analytical insight, and compassion.
When you rise in support, you sustain the mission of Concordia College, creating opportunities for our students to become responsibly engaged as thoughtful and informed global citizens. Thank you for your investment in Concordia College.
Teresa Haaland, Vice President for Advancement
Ron Anderson, Elim Foundation
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June and July Services
USHERS/GREETERS
June 2
Eston Calixte
June 9
Robert Scheer
June 16
LaVonne Black
June 23
Robert Scheer
June 30
Robert Scheer
LAYREADERS
June 2
Cindy Wolslegel
June 9
Scott Strand
June 16
Barb Rising
June 23
Linda Olschlager
June 30
Betty Lindstrom
COMMUNION ASSISTANTS
June 2
Cindy Wolslegel
June 9
Kjersten Nelson
FLOWERS
June 2
June 9
Frank Anderson
June 16
June 23
June 30
MISSIONARY SUPPORT
June 2
Jean Berg
June 9
June 16
June 23
June 30

USHERS/GREETERS
July 7 Betty Lindstrom
July 14 Robert Scheer
July 21
July 28 Robert Scheer
LAYREADERS
July 7 Betty Lindstrom
July 14 Lenora Scheer
July 21 Cindy Wolslegel
July 28 Scott Strand
COMMUNION ASSISTANTS
July 7
July 14
FLOWERS
July 7
July 14 Frank Anderson
July 21
July 28
MISSIONARY SUPPORT
July 7
July 14
July 21
July 28
FUNERAL TEAM FOR JUNE
Karen Lind, Serving Group Member, if needed

CHILDREN’S SERMONS
July 7 Karen Lind
FUNERAL TEAM FOR JUNE
Lenora Scheer, Serving Group Member, if needed July 21 Pastor Carol
CHILDREN’S SERMONS
June 2
Scott Strand
June 16
Kyle Strand

Please call LaVonne Black at 701-232-3029 if you would like to sign up to be an Usher or Lay Reader.
Every Sunday is open for Missionary Support, which is $25.00 and can be given in honor of or in
memory of a loved one. If you would like to help with this ministry, please contact the Elim office.
Would you like to provide Altar Flowers in honor or memory of a loved one? Even though potted
plants are now placed on the Altar, this does not mean there cannot be cut flowers given in a person’s
honor or memory. If anyone wishes to give flowers on any given Sunday, simply contact the church
office with your request and Connie will place your order. Dalbol Flowers and Gifts allows Elim to
chose the bouquet colors and purchase both Altar bouquets for around $26.00. If providing flowers for
the Altar, Elim office will order the flower color(s) you request. If you wish to take the flowers home
with you following worship, please let Connie know that when you call to order them. Thank you.
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06/04
06/05
06/06
06/07
06/09
06/13
06/14
06/18
06/21

Ron Anderson
Janet Monson
Cam Merkel
Ben Lynch
Geri Nelson
Cormac Nelson Nagle
Eston Calixte
John Gast
Robert Littlefield

06/21
06/22
06/23
06/25
06/26
06/27
06/30

Derek Miller
Kimberly Kemppanion
Allison Rheault
Dorothy Tilleraas
Beverly Pierce
Ann Johnson
Lou Foley
Sharon Gast
Signe Nelson Nagle

If your birthday should be on this list and isn’t, please contact the Elim office. I apologize for the oversight.

In memory of Ernest Simenson

Foundation
General Fund

Elaine Fiske
Royce & LaVonne Black
Lou Foley
Dianne Clark
Dan & Barb Rising
Orville & Shirley Slusher
Ron Anderson
Don & Laurine Kounovsky
Sharon Rostad
Dorothy Heieie
Jim Voytovich
Jean Berg
Gwen Pitsenbarger

Altar Guild
Choir
Undesignated

In memory of Hallie Anderson

Foundation

Additions from February, 2019, Newsletter:
In memory of Hallie Anderson
In memory of Betty Lund

Joann Roti
Foundation

Elaine Fiske

Foundation

Elaine Fiske

May Baptisms, Funerals, Membership Transfers In and Transfers Out
Baptisms: None
Funerals: None
Membership Transfers Out of Elim: None
Membership Transfers In to Elim: None
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Vacation Bible School: ROAR! Life is Wild. God is Good. Vacation Bible School will be
held from Sunday, June 9, through Wednesday, June 12, from 5:30 to 7:30, at St. John Lutheran Church. Supper will be served beforehand with a free will offering. Register online:
http://www.vbspro.events/p/events/stjohnpont
Also, Elim members are asked to bring toilet paper rolls and soup cans to Worship on Sunday for
VBS. You may give them to Tricia or drop them off at the Pontoppidan office. Thank you.

Recipe Book: Again next year in time for
the Ladies’ Salad Luncheon, I will have a
Amazing Almond Bars
recipe book of your favorite recipes, which
can include desserts, appetizers, main
Helen Stevenson dishes, salads, etc., ready for everyone.
We have 22 recipes in the 2019 book,
Crust:
2 c. flour
which is wonderful, so let’s try to at least
1/2 c. powdered sugar
double that number for next year. Please
1 c. butter, softened
submit as many recipes as you’d like. I
Mix and put in an ungreased 9x13 pan.
have a mail slot by the office, so you can
Bake at 350 for 20-25 minutes.
put your recipes in there if the office is
closed. I look forward to doing the recipe
Filling:
8 oz. softened cream cheese
book again. Thank you. Connie Rawls
2 eggs
1/2 c. sugar
1 tsp. almond extract
Mix and pour onto hot crust and return to
oven and bake 15-20 minutes. Cool and
frost.
Frosting: 1 1/2 c. powdered sugar
1/4 c. melted butter
1 1/2 tbsp. sugar
1 tsp. almond extract
Mix and frost bars, top with slivered
almonds.

Our mother, Marlys, Marcia, and Shelia, and our Schott
and Perez families, want to give a heartfelt thanks to
Pastor Carol Strand, Elaine Fiske, and Robert and Linda
Gylland, who have been our support, especially in this
last year of Dad’s failing health. We also thank all of our
family, relatives, and friends who have visited our parents these past years, the circle of prayer from Elim, and
Elim members.

Newsletters and Quarterly Offering
Statements: If you are currently receiving Elim’s monthly newsletter by mail, in order to
save postage, we ask that you pick up your, or your family member’s newsletter, in the
Narthex when the current one is printed. Mailing labels will be affixed to the newsletters
of the individuals who are currently receiving them by mail. If you are unable to pick
your newsletter up, please call the church office, 232-2574. Any shut-ins or anyone
who does not regularly attend Worship will have their monthly newsletter mailed out to
them. As with the monthly newsletters, the quarterly statements will be available after
January 8, April 8, July 8, and September 8 in the baskets at the back of the church. If
anyone would like theirs mailed, please contact the office. Thank you.
Did you know……………that Bethany Retirement Living is one of the 15 largest employers in
the region, according to the Fargo Moorhead West Fargo Chamber of Commerce? More than
800 professionals serve residents in roles as nurses, nursing assistants, dietary and housekeeping staff, Chaplaincy, engineers, social services, administrative, activities and therapy. If
you know of someone who would like to join the Bethany team, contact Human Resources at
Bethany at 701.239.3522 or visit our website at www.bethanynd.org/careers.
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Serving Groups
Will continue to be responsible for treats during Sunday morning coffee hour. Groups will be responsible to make coffee, bring treats, serve, and clean up on their assigned week. Following is
a schedule for the next 3 months:
June 2
June 9
June 16
June 23
June 30

Group 1
Group 2
Group 3
Group 4
Open

July 7
July 14
July 21
July 28

Group 1
Group 2
Group 3
Group 4

August 4
August 11
August 18
August 25

Group 1
Group 2
Group 3
Group 4

Note: When there is a funeral and the funeral home is not involved, one person from the Serving
Group for that funeral is asked to assist the Funeral Team volunteer for that funeral only. If a funeral home is involved in the funeral, no serving group member will be needed. Please contact
the office if you have questions. Thank you.
ELCA News.
Bible Study will be held on Tuesday, June 11, at 9:30 at Fry’n Pan on Main (use June issue of
Gather magazine) and Tuesday, July 9, at Fry’n Pan on Main (use July/August issue of Gather
magazine).

Allison Ann Rheault will graduate from Fargo South
High School, on Sunday, June 2, 2019, at 6:00 p.m., at
the FargoDome.
Congratulations and our very best to you in all your
future endeavors!
your Elim family
Churches United for the Homeless Shelter’s Current Needs List: *Funding for winter overflow; *Gift cards for gas and groceries (especially places near Bright Sky Apartments); * Diaperssize 5 & 6; *Baby Formula; *Baby Wipes; *Twin-size blankets; *Toiletries; *Alcohol-free cold medicine; *Bath towels; *New adult underwear; *Deodorant. The most efficient way to help is through
financial donations. Donate online at churches-united.org, or by sending your donation to: Churches
United for the Homeless, 1901-1st Ave. No., Moorhead, MN 56560, 218-236-0372. Thank you!
Are you looking for a unique gift for a family member or a gift for someone?
Handmade 550 piece, 750 piece, or 1000 piece puzzles for sale, at $15-$20
each, made by Kim Olschlager. Please call her at (701) 850-6365 for further information. Thank you.

Elim Church Council Members

Pastor Carol Strand, Pastor
cstrand@elim-lutheran.org
701.232.2574 - - -507.398.3166 (after office hours cell)
Cindy Wolslegel, President (Bethany Representative)
Abby d’Eustachio, Vice President (Service and Fellowship)
Kjersten Nelson, Secretary (Stewardship)
Kacie Putz (Learning)
Helen Armstrong, (Worship & Music)
LaVonne Black (Outreach)
John Lindstrom (Financial)
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Choir News: Choir rehearsal will resume in the fall.
Confirmation Classes will resume in the fall.
Pub Night meetings will resume in the fall.

Elim Church Council Meeting will be held on Tuesday, June 11, at 6:00 p.m.
Noisy Offering and Haiti Collection will both be held on Sunday, June 16, during the 10:00 Worship
Service.
Streets Alive 2019! In a joint effort to bring attention to the downtown Lutheran churches, Elim, St.
Mark’s, Good Shepherd, and Pontoppidan will be hosting a booth at Fargo’s Streets Alive, on Broadway, on Sunday, June 23, from 1-5 p.m. Six people have signed up but we are still in need of 2 people
to work at our Streets Alive! booth from 4-5 p.m. on Sunday, June 23. If you would like to help out,
please contact the Office and let Connie know your t-shirt size. The volunteers can be from 5th grade
through adult, although the children will have to accompanied by an adult, and each volunteer will be
given a free Elim t-shirt. Please call the office at 232-2574 by May 26 if you would like to volunteer or
have any questions, at which time we will need your t-shirt size. It would be greatly appreciated if you
would give 1 hour of your time on Sunday, June 23, from 4-5 p.m. It will be great way to meet others
who serve in our extended ELCA family. Thank you! Thank you! Thank you!

To each man…whether you
have fathered a child,
mentored a child, loved a
child, or protected a child…
THANK YOU!
May your day be blessed!
Lines of Communication
If anyone has any questions or concerns regarding church operations, please contact the appropriate
person below for correct information. Thank you.

Pastor Carol Service/Worship
and Connie - Bulletin
Visitation
Prayers
Personal concerns
Barb Rising - Kitchen

Curt Meyer -

Church building/property
Cleaning

Helen Armstrong
and Robyn Vinje -

Service/Worship
Bulletin
Music

Shirley Slusher -

Sanctuary/Sacristy

Elim Office Hours: Monday
All Church offices are closed
Tuesday:
8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Wednesday and Thursday: 8:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Friday: 8:30 a.m. to 12:00 noon
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Elim Lutheran Church Calendar
June, 2019
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1
Educ/Comm
Time, SSLC1:30

*Calendar events and times
subject to change, depending
on Pastor Carol’s recovery.

2

3

4

Elim Wor./Comm.
Serv./ Children’s
Mssage-10:00
Coffee Hr-11:00
Worship, SSLC1:30

Elim offices
closed

*Pastor-Text
Study, 11:301:00
Happy Hour
AA GroupNoon

9

10

11

Elim Wor./Comm.
Serv.-10:00
Worship/Music
Comm. Mtg-10:45
Coffee-11:00
Worship, SSLC1:30

Elim offices
closed

Bible Study9:30, Fryn’
Pan
Staff Mtg.,11:20
Happy Hour
AA GroupNoon
Church Council mtg.-6:00

16

17

18

Elim Wor./ Children’s Message/
Noisy Offering10:00
Haiti Sunday Collection
Coffee Hr-11:00
Worship, SSLC1:30

Elim offices
closed

24

25

Elim Worship10:00
Coffee Hr-11:00
Worship, SSLC1:30

Elim offices
closed

Staff Mtg.11:20
Happy Hour AA
Group-Noon

Elim Worship10:00
Coffee Hr-11:00
Worship, SSLC1:30

6

7

8
Educ/Comm
Time, SSLC1:30

12

13

14

15
Educ/Comm
Time, SSLC1:30

19

*Pastor-Text
Study, 11:301:00
Happy Hour AA
Group-Noon

23

30

5

20

21

*Parkview
Terrace-9:00
*Mhd. Rehab.-10:00

26

27

22
Educ/Comm
Time, SSLC1:30

28

29
Educ/Comm
Time, SSLC1:30

e
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Elim Lutheran
Church
321 9th Street North
Fargo, ND 58102

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

321 Ninth Street North
Fargo, ND 58102
(701) 232-2574

www.elim-lutheran.org

“Built on a Triangle with Faith in the Triune”

Organist
Choir Director

Pastor:
Carol Strand
Office Administrator/Secretary: Connie Rawls
Maintenance:
Curt Meyer
Music Staff:
Robyn Vinje
Scott Strand
Katie Narum Miyamoto
Missionary
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