
Elim's Mission 
Statement 

  
"With faith in the 
Triune God, the 
family of Elim 

Lutheran Church 
proclaims the 

Gospel of Jesus 
Christ through 

word and 
sacraments.  In 
our life together 
as a Christian 

congregation, we 
provide a center 
for members and 

community to 
worship and pray; 
to meet and learn; 
to be welcomed, 
nourished, and 

strengthened; to 
rest and be 

comforted; to 
serve; and to go 
forth and witness 

to the world 
through the 

prayerful 

This month, I am excited to share one of my favorite Christian authors with 
you. Barbara Brown Taylor is an Episcopal priest. She teaches at Piedmont 
College in Georgia and serves as an adjunct professor of Christian spirituality at 
Columbia Theological Seminary in Decatur, Georgia.  Priest Taylor has won 
numerous awards as preacher and author. I hope you enjoy her fluent, beautiful 
words as much as I do. She opens the doors for insightful and meaningful 
Christian thought and discussion.  

 
    The New York Times best-selling book of Taylor’s, 
where I encountered her writing style, is An Altar in the 
World: A Geography of Faith. Here, Taylor explores 
meaningful ways to know the sacred in all things. Each of 
the chapters in this book is a “chapter of practice,” where 
we learn to see God in the simplest of the everyday things 
we do, see, and hear. An Altar points us to the practices of 
waking up to God, paying attention, wearing skin, walking 
on the earth, getting lost, encountering others, and living 
with purpose. It also shows us the blessedness of saying 
no, of carrying water, feeling pain, being present to God, 
and pronouncing blessings. These chapters, written in 
beautiful, vivid images, show us that God is present in all 
things.  
 
    One of my favorite quotes from An Altar is:  
      …there is no spiritual treasure to be found apart from the bodily     
      experiences of human life on earth. My life depends on engaging the  
      most ordinary physical activities with the most exquisite attention I can  
      give them. My life depends on ignoring all touted distinctions between  
      the secular and the sacred, the physical and the spiritual,  the body and  
      the soul. What is saving my life now is becoming more fully human,    
      trusting that there is no way to God apart from real life in the real world. 
 
   The second book by Taylor that is very much worth reading and discussing is 
certainly important in today’s culture. There is a division in our world today that 

revolves around the distinctions between science and 
religion. Instead of these two topics being separate 
identities, Taylor’s book, The Luminous Web: Essays on 
Science and Religion, gives the reader insight into how, as 
the back cover of The Web says, to unite science and the 
unmeasurable. “Taylor suggests ways we might close the 
gap between spirit and matter, between the sacred and the 
secular. In The Luminous Web, faith and science join on a 
single path, seeking to learn the same truths about life in the 
universe.” 
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     The images written in these essays are beautiful, and certainly open one’s mind to deeper 
thought about possibilities of life and creation, and our futures and our pasts. I urge you to read this book. 
New insights into this foggy area between science, spirituality, and religion might help to allow each of us 
to rest our minds about the differences we face when it comes to creation and life. 
 
     Enjoy these books and reading. God bless you all in your learning. 
 
Pastor Carol 

 
 

An Opportunity for Service 
 

In previous years Elim has elected a delegate to the Bethany Retirement Living Cor-
poration.  
 
Our last delegate was Darrell Johnson, who passed away in December, 2017.  Some-

how the position and a candidate or candidates were not included on the ballots for 2018 or for 
2019. 
   
As one of the 38 sponsoring congregations, Elim may designate up to two voting delegates in ad-
dition to the pastor of the congregation.  The delegates meet twice a year and elect members to 
the Board of Trustees at the annual meeting in the spring.  The church delegates are encouraged 
to bring updates and new information about Bethany back to their congregations.   
Delegates from the churches must be named and designated on an annual basis and will serve 
for the remainder of the year.   
 
If you are interested in serving as an Elim delegate or have any questions regarding this position, 
please contact Cindy Wolslegel, President of the Elim Council, or Pastor Carol Strand.   

 
 
Eston’s Outreach Collection for Haiti:  The following items are need-
ed for the people of Haiti, which Eston will take with him on his trip to 
Haiti in August.  Items are to be put in the tub marked “Haiti” in the Nar-
thex.  Cash donations will also be accepted - please make your check 
payable to Elim Lutheran Church, and be sure to write Haiti donation on 

the Memo line.  It is critical for Eston’s planning to begin collecting items as soon as possible.  
Items needed:  toothbrushes, toothpaste, peanut butter, pencils/notebooks, soap, spaghetti, and 
bags of black beans.  To further assist Eston with his help for Haiti, Elim will have a special Haiti 
offering at the June 16 Service, as well as our April 28 Service.  We thank you in advance for 
your willingness to donate to our brothers and sisters in Haiti.   

Oak Grove Lutheran is looking for families to host international stu-

dents!  We are currently looking for host families that are willing to open 

their homes and hearts to students from around the globe. Host families 

come in many different shapes and sizes some are retired, others have 

small children, some have no children, while others are empty nesters or 

have high school students themselves. Could your home be the home away 

from home for one of our students? If you would like to explore this option further please feel free to con-

tact Kristi.kegel@oakgrovelutheran.com or call 701-212-5296 (cell), 701-373-7115 office.   

mailto:Kristi.kegel@oakgrovelutheran.com
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March, 2019 
 
Greetings from Kumamoto.  We are currently getting ready for the cherry blossom season while we are 
finishing the school year (March 20) and preparing for the new school year (April 1).  It is always busy 
around here! 
 

 
Home assignment 2018.  Even though it was almost 6 months ago, this is my first 
newsletter after home assignment.  So - just to recap, we survived another home as-
signment!!  It was a great opportunity to spend time with family and have English im-
mersion for Jun.  (Pic top left:  Jun in the airport in Seat-
tle.  He got to the top of the gangway and screamed, 
“We are in AMERICA!” even though it felt like 2am!!)  We 
spent the first few weeks in Seattle in the Northwest 
Washington Synod.  Jun went to a Montessori School, 
“The Children’s School,” and we did some of the touristy 
things.  (Pic middle left:  June and some new friends.  

Pic right:  Jun, the sleeping Haru and I at the 
top of the Space Needle).  After that, we moved 
on to North Dakota and stayed with my par-
ents.  We visited lots of churches - and lots of you!  It was great to see so 
many of you and share about the continuing recovery after the 2016 earth-
quake.  (God has been so good and we have even noticed more of the tem-
porary housing being taken down since we arrived back.)  Jun and Haru 
were both able to take in lots of the Minot Public Library activities for children 
and a YMCA class.  We definitely miss those types of activities here in Ku-
mamoto! 
 

Post Maternity Leave.  I started back full time on all my church 
activities after returning home last fall.  We are back in the swing 
of the youth program at Kengun where we have about 4-5 junior 
high and high school students who come on Sunday mornings.  
We also do the International Kids program on the 1st and 3rd 
Sundays of each month before the evening worship.  Last Sun-
day, Ascension Sunday, we had a group of 6 kids - mainly tod-
dlers.  They have parents from Kenya, Ireland, the US, and Ja-
pan.  Children’s sermons are quite fun with toddlers.  (Pic:  all the 
kids during my Children’s Message).  Let me know if you have 
any suggestions! 

 
School.  I started back at school on October 1, the beginning of the 2nd semester.  I have taken back all 
the jobs that I had before Haru was born, plus a few more.  This makes things difficult when I have to 
leave by 5 to pick the boys up from the kindergarten/day care on our campus.  (Japanese teachers often 
stay until 8 or 9 pm in order to finish all their work.)  I am vice in command of our Religious Committee 
which takes care of every morning worship service and all Christian activities on the high school and junior 
high side of campus.  Our chaplain, Che-sensei, is waiting for the birth of his first child - so I am on deck 
every morning to do the message at our worship service! 
 
Please pray for: 

• Erica, Erin, and Jordan who are in J3 orientation and will start teaching in April. 

• Spencer who is waiting for a visa so that he can also come to teach at Luther in April. 
 
                           Christ’s Peace & Prayers, 
 
                           Katie S. Narum Miyamoto 
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  April, 2019  
Greetings from Kumamoto.   The cherry blossoms were a little early this year and we 
have enjoyed their beauty to its fullest.  Now we start the school year and fiscal year (April 
1) with renewed vigor and excitement! 
Thank you, Koizumi-sensei.  On March 24th, the congregation of Kengun Lutheran 

Church (where I am assigned) said goodbye to Pastor Koizumi and his wife, 
Megumi.  The JELC pastors are usually moved every 6-7 years with assign-
ments being given by “Tokyo.”  However, Koizumi-sensei was allowed to 
stay with us for 15 years! His children, Fu and Kai, grew up in Kumamoto 
and attended Luther Gakuin’s sister school in Kumamoto, Kyushu Gakuin.  
They have both been amazing to watch!  Fu is finished with grad school from a prestigious 
Christian college in Kyoto and headed to Canada.  She is a representative from Japan to 
LWF and was also selected as the youth representative from the Asia region.  Kai is just 
finished with high school and is headed to a Christian university as well.  During his “gap 

year” (only a few months in Japan) he took a trip to India with the JELA mission group to make 
prosthetics for those who have lost limbs in land-mines and other reasons.  (Picture top right 
with children from the orphanage in the area.)  Koizumi-sensei has been a crucial part to the 
out-reach of Kengun Lutheran Church and has been a joy to work with for the last 15 years.  
He will be sorely missed in Kumamoto, but he will be a blessing to the congregation he will 
begin working with in Hokkaido.  (Picture left: Pastor Koizumi on his last day, taking a momen-
to picture immediately after worship at Kengun.)   (Picture right: the new picture collage of all 
the pastors who have served God at Kengun Lutheran Church, including the missionary from South Caro-
lina who started the congregation approximately 80 years ago, a blind pastor who started the ministry 
which continues today to the blind, and most recently Koizumi Motoi.) 
Kyushu Jogakuin.  Recently, I received a request for information about a graduate of our school from the 
1940’s.  It gave me the opportunity to dig into the records of this school. Kyushu 
Jogakuin was founded by Martha Akard, a missionary from South Carolina, in 1926. 
She continued as the principal of the school until WWII broke out, when the staff and 
she decided it would be safer for the school if she step down.  She left the country dur-
ing the end of the war, but quickly returned for another 10 years until her retirement in 

1955.  In 2001, when I came to Kumamoto, boys began to attend the 
school.  The name Kyushu (the island we are on) Jogakuin (private 
girls school) was retired and the name Luther was taken.  In these 90 years, the high 
school has been joined by a junior high school, a 4-year college and a kindergarten/day 
care center (where Jun and Haru now attend).  The pictures that I scanned and sent to the 
person looking for information about his mother who finished at the school in 1944 are 
now on my computer desktop and inspire me daily to work for the good of this school and 
these students.  Picture right, taken from the 70th anniversary publication: “All the students 
are bowing deeply to the Emperor’s picture and the Imperial Decree on Education.  Our 

school was one of the schools that suffered severely under military training.” Martha Akard, missionary 
from SC, is standing in the front of the chapel that our students worship in every morning.  Picture left: “In 
1943, the graduates’ memorial picture in `monpe` (wartime fashion)… Fifty-two out of fifty-four new gradu-
ates were forced to serve as Girls’ Labor Service Group in the airplane industries.”   We continue to work 
for and pray for peace on this island and this continent.  May students never have to suffer the pain and 
difficulties that their smiles must be hiding in this war-time picture.   
Please pray for: 
Erica, Jordan and Spencer who will begin teaching at Luther Gakuin when classes begin on April 15th. 
Erin who will begin teaching at our sister-school, Kyushu Gakuin. 
Those who continue to have flash-backs, even after three years, to the Kumamoto earthquake, April 14, 

2016. 
Peace in the region of Asia and around the world. 

 
Christ’s Peace&Prayers, 
Katie S. Narum Miyamoto 
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Elim Church Council Minutes 
Tuesday, April 9, 2019 

 
Present: Cindy Wolslegel, Pastor Carol, Kjersten Nelson, Abby D’Eustachio, Kacie Putz, John Lindstrom, 
and Helen Armstrong 
Not Present: LaVonne Black 
 
Call to order – Opening Prayer and devotions (Pastor Carol) 
 
Secretary’s Minutes: Helen moves to approve the March minutes. Kacie seconds. Motion carries. 
 
Consent Agenda 
 
Treasurer’s Report: We reviewed the Treasurer’s Report. 
 
Learning Committee: We re-visited the idea of making a play space in the cry room at the back of the 
church – this would have quiet toys but provide a space for kids to move around without having to go 
downstairs. Bible School will be with St. John’s again in June (Pontoppidan will participate as well.) 
 
Worship Committee: Helen reports that there will be a Palm Sunday breakfast. The committee discussed 
clarifying usher instructions. Choir will sing Palm Sunday, Easter, and Mother’s Day, then be done for the 
season. Binders are going well for the office; it is easier to follow up with visitors than when cards were 
collected at communion only. 
 
Property Committee: No report. 
 
Stewardship Committee: The committee will start considering a second Stewardship Fair for the fall. 
 
Witness Committee: No report. 
 
Service Committee: No report. 
 
Kjersten moves to accept the consent agenda. Pastor Carol seconds. Motion carries. 
 
Pastor’s Report 

Tim Johnson transferred out; Marian Holte’s funeral; 4 nursing home services and 7 member visits 
Jim Voytovich made additional computer repairs, but should be fully functional soon. 
Elim has been invited to take part in a downtown churches event, tentatively planned for Sunday 

evening, June 23. Pastor Carol will pursue involvement with this. 
Our color copies will be somewhat higher this month due to additional Lenten services. Connie is in 

talks with the current copy company to (hopefully) renegotiate the price per copy. 
Pastor Carol is scheduled for surgery on May 13, recuperation can take from a few weeks up to three 

months. 
This week, we’ll be registered for the Synod assembly, which will be the second weekend of June. 

 
Prior Business 

Elim’s Parking Lot Management Fee – John will meet with Connie about this proposal from Connie 
from last month. 

Air conditioning repair – no news. Preliminary estimates when the furnace repair company was here 
was $2,000-$3,000. 

Council Committee/Representative 
Cindy attended the Bethany annual meeting today 
No new recruits for the property committee or Council. 
Nominating Committee should consider starting recruitment around October. 
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New Business 
 
Next Council Meeting: 
 
Tuesday, May 14 at 6 pm 
 
Communion Assistants: 
 
May 5: Kacie 
May 12: Scott 
 
Meeting is Adjourned 
 
Minutes Submitted by Kjersten 
 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Treasurer’s Report 
March, 2019  

 
John Lindstrom 

Balance Sheet 
 
 The checking acct balance is $3,165.70. The balance at the beginning of the year was $4,133.45. 

General Acct Fund balance is now –$7,920.22. Last month the General Acct Fund balance was -
$5,507.39. The current prior debt is now $141,834.55 and is comprised of payables to various dedicat-
ed funds.  

 
Income and Expense (3/12 or 25% through the year)  
 
 Monthly pledge income was over budget (budget $8,667.00 vs. $9,414.00).  
 Monthly total income was over budget (budget $11,200.00 vs. $11,873.50).  
 YTD pledge income is 14.28% of the budget $104,000 (actual $24,263).  
 YTD total income is 23.62% of the budget $132,650.00 (actual $31,326.30). 
 Monthly expenses were over budget (budget $13,520.00 vs. $14,286.33). 
 YTD expenses are 25.86% of the budget $162,104.00 (actual $41,916.65) 
 The utility bill for the month was $2,241.53. Paid $552.69 for computer repair/upgrades. Paid the $250 

worker’s comp annual premium. Remitted $1,425 to the Synod for Missionary Support. This includes 
$1,100 from the Foundation. 

 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED - CHILDREN’S SERMON LEADERS:   Elim is in desperate need 
of members of the congregation to share the Good News with our children on the first and 
third Sundays of the month.  If you are interested, please contact the office at 232-2574.  
Thank you for your assistance in this most important church program. 

Would you be able to donate a bit of your time once a month to help with Sunday 
School?:  Jennifer is in need of teachers and assistants, both adult and older children, for the 
Sunday School year.  Depending on the number of volunteers, you may have to teach/assist 
only minimally.  Please contact Jennifer at 701-241-9443.  Thank you! 

PLEASE!!!  WON’T YOU HELP? 
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USHERS/GREETERS  
May   5  Robert Scheer 
May 12  Peggy Haugrud 
May 19  Eston Calixte 
May 26  Robert Scheer 
 
LAYREADERS 
May   5  Signe Nagle 
May 12  Betty Lindstrom 
May 19  Derek Miller 
May 26  Kimberly Kemppanion 
 
COMMUNION ASSISTANTS 
May   5  Kacie Putz 
May 12  Scott Strand 
 
FLOWERS 
May   5 
May 12  Frank Anderson 
May 19 
May 26 
 
MISSIONARY SUPPORT 
May   5  Jean Berg 
May 12 
May 19  Jean Berg 
May 26 
 
FUNERAL TEAM FOR MAY  
Curt Meyer, Serving Group Member, if needed 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMONS 
May   5  Pastor Carol 
May 19  Kerri Spiering 
 
 
 
 
 
 

USHERS/GREETERS  
June   2  Eston Calixte 
June   9  Robert Scheer    
June 16  Shirley Slusher 
June 23  Robert Scheer 
June 30  Robert Scheer 
 
LAYREADERS 
June   2  Cindy Wolslegel 
June   9  Scott Strand 
June 16  Barb Rising 
June 23  Linda Olschlager 
June 30  Betty Lindstrom 
 
COMMUNION ASSISTANTS 
June   2 
June   9 
 
FLOWERS 
June   2 
June   9   Frank Anderson 
June 16 
June 23 
June 30 
 
MISSIONARY SUPPORT 
June   2   Jean Berg 
June   9 
June 16 
June 23 
June 30 
 
FUNERAL TEAM FOR JUNE  
Lenora Scheer, Serving Group Member, if needed 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMONS 
June   2   Scott Strand 
June 16   Kyle Strand 
 
 

May and June Services  

Would you like to provide Altar Flowers in honor or memory of a loved one?  Even though potted 
plants are now placed on the Altar, this does not mean there cannot be cut flowers given in a person’s 
honor or memory.  If anyone wishes to give flowers on any given Sunday, simply contact the church 
office with your request and Connie will place your order. Dalbol Flowers and Gifts allows Elim to 
chose the bouquet colors and purchase both Altar bouquets for around $26.00. If providing flowers for 
the Altar, Elim office will order the flower color(s) you request.  If you wish to take the flowers home 
with you following worship, please let Connie know that when you call to order them.  Thank you. 

Please call LaVonne Black at 701-232-3029 if you would like to sign up to be an Usher or Lay Reader. 

Every Sunday is open for Missionary Support, which is $25.00 and can be given in honor of or in 
memory of a loved one.  If you would like to help with this ministry,  please contact the Elim office.  
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     05/02  Christian Dick       05/23  Charles Gast 
     05/06  Curt Meyer              Brianna Goulet 
     05/14  Marie Lindstrom      05/26  Dorothy Heieie 
     05/16  Carol Jensen             Shirley Peterson 
     05/21  Elaine Fiske             Helen Armstrong 
     05/23  Ruth Idso          05/27  Margaret Grove 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Baptisms:  Nora Ray Schmidt (4/19)  
 
Funerals:  Marian Holte (3/19), Ernest Simenson (4/26) 
 
Membership Transfers Out of Elim:  Tim Johnson (3/19) 
    
Membership Transfers In to Elim:  None in April 

 

 
In memory of Craig Proehl     Missionary Support           Jim Wolslegel 
 
In memory of Marian Holte     Altar Guild                Elaine Fiske   
                    Undesignated              Orville & Shirley Slusher   
                    Undesignated              Cash 
                    Flower Fund               Dan & Barb Rising 
                    Sunday School             Cash 
                    General Fund              Dorothy Heieie  
In memory of Hallie Anderson   Undesignated              Richard Petersson      

If your birthday should be on this list and isn’t, please contact the Elim office.  I apologize for the oversight. 

April Baptisms,  Funerals, Membership Transfers In  and Transfers Out 
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Did you know……………that Bethany Retirement Living is one of the 15 largest employers in 
the region, according to the Fargo Moorhead West Fargo Chamber of Commerce?  More than 
800 professionals serve residents in roles as nurses, nursing assistants, dietary and house-
keeping staff, Chaplaincy, engineers, social services, administrative, activities and therapy.  If 
you know of someone who would like to join the Bethany team, contact Human Resources at 

Bethany at 701.239.3522 or visit our website at www.bethanynd.org/careers. 

 

Newsletters and Quarterly Offering Statements:  If you are currently receiving Elim’s 
monthly newsletter by mail, in order to save postage, we ask that you pick up your, or 
your family member’s newsletter, in the Narthex when the current one is printed.  Mailing 
labels will be affixed to the newsletters of the individuals who are currently receiving 
them by mail.  If you are unable to pick your newsletter up, please call the church office, 
232-2574.  Any shut-ins or anyone who does not regularly attend Worship will have 
their monthly newsletter mailed out to them.  As with the monthly newsletters, the quar-
terly statements will be available after January 8, April 8, July 8, and September 8 in the 
baskets at the back of the church.  If anyone would like theirs mailed, please contact the 
office.  Thank you. 

Elim will be combining with St. John and Pontoppidan for Vacation Bible School 
this year from June 9 to 12, at St. John Lutheran, for preschool thru Grade 5.  A 
meal will be offered before evening programming.  In the meantime, adult volun-
teers and youth helpers are needed for Grades 6-12.  The following supplies are 
also needed:  clean, empty soup cans and toilet paper rolls.  More information 
will follow, but if you have any questions, please  contact Tricia Andring at 218-
443-8078. 

  Hamburger Vegetable 
Soup 

 
 

Jack Davies 
 
1 lb. hamburger - brown 
with onion (salt optional) 
 
Add:  6 cups water 
    2 cups carrots 
    2 cups potatoes 
    1 -  8 oz tomato sauce 
    2 tsp Worcestershire sauce 
    2 beef bouillon cubes 
    1 cup egg noodles (wide) 
    *Add 1/2 tsp brown sugar 
 

 

Thank you, my Elim friends, for your 
prayers and concerns during Ann’s       
medical issues.  It meant a lot to me. 

Adeline Geist 

Recipe Book:  Again next year in time for 
the Ladies’ Salad Luncheon, I will have a 
recipe book of your favorite recipes, which 
can include desserts, appetizers, main 
dishes, salads, etc., ready for everyone.  
We have 22 recipes in the 2019 book, 
which is wonderful, so let’s try to at least 
double that number for next year.  Please 
submit as many recipes as you’d like.  I 
look forward to doing the recipe book 
again.  Thank you. 
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 In honor of Easter, by Jean Berg 
 

In honor of Easter, by Kerri Spiering 
 

In memory of parents, Sidney & Ida Slusher, Robert & Rosina Erickson, and grandson, William Slusher,  
by Duane & Becky Slusher 

 
In honor of Jamey & Samantha, Kyle, Gracie, & Gwenny, by Scott & Carol Strand 

 
In memory of Ed and loved ones, by Robyn Vinje 

 
In memory of Marlin & Emily Lindquist, and Matt Mathison & Rick Mathison, by Diane Lindquist and Jeff 

Huggett & family 
 

In memory of Arlie & Delores, David “Swede,” Meghan, and Tom & Joyce Lewis, by Arlinda Lewis 
 

In memory of loved ones, by Dan & Barb Rising 
 

In memory of loved ones, by Laurine & Don Kounovsky 
 

In memory of husband, Boyd, by Elaine Fiske 
 

In memory of Frank Pierce, by Bev Pierce, Kim Pierce, Jan & Mitch Wittmayer & family,                             
Frank & Mary Pierce & family 

 
In memory of Lloyd & Gladys Brekke, by Mavis Madsen 

 
In memory of Hallie Anderson & Adam Melle, by Ron, Paul, Beth, & Mark Anderson 

 
In memory of Clarence “Ed” Brewer (Grandpa), by Kimberly Kemppanion 

 
In memory loved ones, by Duane & Linda Olschlager 

 
In memory of Richard Madsen, by Scott & Donna Turner 

 
In memory of our son, Paul, by Les & Helen Henningson 

 
In memory of loved ones, by Bonnie Duggan, Dianne Clark, & Barb Green 

 
In memory of Eunice & Kristin, by Les Wassberg 

 
In memory of Harry & LeVoyne Littlefield, by Robert & Kathy Littlefield 

 

Thank you, Elim members and friends, for providing the lovely garden flowers this 
Easter Season in honor and memory of your loved ones. 
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(for God’s Global Barnyard) 
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Serving Groups 
Will continue to be responsible for treats during Sunday morning coffee hour.  Groups will be re-
sponsible to make coffee, bring treats, serve, and clean up on their assigned week.   Following is 
a schedule for the next 3 months:  
 
May   5  Group 1          June   2   Group 1         July   7   Group 1 
May 12  Group 2          June   9   Group 2         July 14   Group 2 
May 19  Group 3          June 16   Group 3         July 21   Group 3 
May 26  Group 4          June 23   Group 4         July 28   Group 4 
                     June 30   Open 
 
Note:  When there is a funeral and the funeral home is not involved, one person from the Serving 
Group for that funeral is asked to assist the Funeral Team volunteer for that funeral only.  If a fu-
neral home is involved in the funeral, no serving group member will be needed.  Please contact 
the office if you have questions.  Thank you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Elim Church Council Members 

Pastor Carol Strand, Pastor  
cstrand@elim-lutheran.org 

701.232.2574 - - -507.398.3166 (after office hours cell) 
 

Cindy Wolslegel, President  
Abby d’Eustachio, Vice President (Service and Fellowship) 

Kjersten Nelson, Secretary (Stewardship) 
Kacie Putz (Learning) 

Helen Armstrong, (Worship & Music) 
LaVonne Black (Outreach) 
John Lindstrom (Financial) 

Are you looking for a unique gift for a family member or a gift for someone?      
Handmade 550 piece, 750 piece, or 1000 piece puzzles for sale, at $15-$20 
each, made by Kim Olschlager.  Please call her at (701) 850-6365 for further 
information.  Thank you. 

ELCA News 

Fargo Cluster Gathering will be held at Norman Lutheran Church, 16803-452nd St. SE, Kindred on Sat-
urday, May 4, from 8:30 to 12:30.  The theme is “Claim Your Purpose” and the speaker is Natalie Dawn 
Hanson. 

 
Sarah Circle will meet on Monday, May 13, at 10:00 a.m. at the Sons of Norway. 
 
Elizabeth Circle will meet on Wednesday, May 17, at 10:00  at the Sons of Norway. 
 

Bible Study will be held on Tuesday, June 11, at 9:30 at Fry’n Pan on Main (use June issue of Gather 
magazine) and Tuesday, July 9, at Fry’n Pan on Main (use July/August issue of Gather magazine). 

Churches United for the Homeless Shelter’s Current Needs List:  *Funding for winter over-
flow; *Gift cards for gas and groceries (especially places near Bright Sky Apartments); * Diapers-
size 5 & 6; *Baby Formula; *Baby Wipes; *Twin-size blankets; *Toiletries; *Alcohol-free cold 
medicine; *Bath towels; *New adult underwear; *Deodorant.  The most efficient way to help is 
through financial donations.  Donate online at churches-united.org, or by sending your donation 

to:  Churches United for the Homeless, 1901-1st Ave. No., Moorhead, MN  56560, 218-236-0372.  Thank 
you! 
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Choir News:  Choir rehearsal will be held on the noted Sundays at 9:00.  If you have any 
questions, please contact Scott Strand at (507) 358-4297. 

Choir Schedule 
    Date              Description                  Choir Anthem/Notes 
    May 5             Choir Rehearsal 
    May 12            Choir Rehearsal & Anthem         “My Faith Has Found a  
                                            Resting Place”     

 
Confirmation Classes will be held on Wednesday, May 1, May 8, May 15, and May 22.  Classes will 
then resume in the fall. 
 
Christopher Johnson, PhD, MSW, LCSW, from the Rape and Abuse Crisis Center will be speak-
ing during Elim’s 10:00 Worship Service on Sunday, May 5.  Chris has been the chief executive officer 
of the Rape and Abuse Crisis Center since January, 2014.  He earned a Bachelor’s of Social Work de-
gree from Minnesota State University, Moorhead, a Master’s of Social Work degree from the University 
of Minnesota, and a Doctor of Philosophy in Education with a focus on Institutional Analysis from North 
Dakota State University.  Prior to taking the helm at RACC, he held multiple direct practice and admin-
istrative roles focusing on case management, group facilitation, program evaluation/development and 
organizational leadership within various human service organizations.  Chris has devoted time to 
teaching undergraduate courses, presenting to various stakeholder groups, and serving on multiple 
committees focused on promoting safe and healthy communities.  He has extensive experience 
providing and evaluating trauma-informed programming with at-risk and homeless youth, and currently 
serves on the board of directors of the Council on Abused Women’s Services (CAWS).  Chris lives in 
Fargo with his wife, Ashley, and their children, Alexandra and Carter. 
 
 

Elim Church Council Meeting will be held on Tuesday, May 7, at 6:00 p.m.   

The Worship & Music Committee will meet at 5:30 on Tuesday, May 7. 
 
 

Noisy Offering will be held on Sunday, May 19, during the 10:00 Worship Service. 
 
Pub Night will be not  be held in May.  Meetings will resume in the fall. 

Elim Office Hours: Monday    All Church offices are closed 
            Tuesday:   8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
            Wednesday and Thursday: 8:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
            Friday:  8:30 a.m. to 12:00 noon 

Lines of Communication 
 

If anyone has any questions or concerns regarding church operations, please contact the appropriate 
person below for correct information.  Thank you. 
 
Pastor Carol   Service/Worship          Curt Meyer -         Church building/property 
and Connie -  Bulletin                                Cleaning 
         Visitation 
         Prayers               Helen Armstrong     Service/Worship 
         Personal concerns        and Robyn Vinje -   Bulletin 
                                         Music                
Barb Rising -  Kitchen 
                            Shirley Slusher -    Sanctuary/Sacristy 
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 Elim Lutheran Church CalendarElim Lutheran Church Calendar                                                                                

May, 2019  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 2 3 4 

      Confirmation 
Class-6:00 

   Educ/Comm 
Time, SSLC-
1:30 

 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

Choir Rehearsal- 
9:00 
Elim Wor./Comm. 
Serv./ Children’s 
Message-10:00  
Speaker-Chris 
Johnson, Rape & 
Abuse Crisis Ctr. 
Worship/Music 
Comm. Mtg-10:45 
Coffee Hr-11:00 
Worship, SSLC-
1:30 

 

Elim offices 
closed 
 
 
  
  

Staff Mtg.-
11:20 
Happy 
Hour AA 
Group-
Noon 
Worship & 
Music 
Comm 
mtg.-5:30 
Church 
Council 
mtg.-6:00 
 
  

Confirmation 
Class-6:00 

Evergreen- 
10:00 

  Large       
Fellowship 
Hall           
reserved-
11:00 to 2:30 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

Choir Rehearsal- 
9:00 
Elim Wor./Comm. 
Serv.-10:00 
Coffee-11:00 
Worship, SSLC-
1:30 
 
 
 

 

Elim offices 
closed 
Sarah Circle-
10:00 
  
  
  
  

Happy 
Hour AA 
Group-
Noon 
 
  
  

Elizabeth Circle 
– 10:00 
Confirmation 
Class-6:00 

   Educ/Comm 
Time, SSLC-
1:30 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

Elim Wor./Comm. 
Serv./ Children’s 
Message/Noisy 
Offering-10:00 
Coffee Hr-11:00 
Worship, SSLC-
1:30 

Elim offices 
closed 
  
  

Pastor-
Text Study, 
11:30-1:00 
Happy Hour 
AA Group-
Noon 
  
  

Confirmation 
Class-6:00 

    Educ/Comm 
Time, SSLC-
1:30 

26 27 28 29 30 31 
 

Elim Worship-
10:00 
Coffee Hr-11:00 
Worship, SSLC-
1:30 
  

Elim offices 
closed 
  

Staff Mtg.-
11:20 
Happy Hour 
AA Group-
Noon 
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Elim Lutheran Church 
321 9th Street North 
Fargo, ND   58102 
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