Elim Lutheran Church
Thoughts from Pastor Carol

Elim's Mission
Statement
"With faith in the
Triune God, the
family of Elim
Lutheran Church
proclaims the
Gospel of Jesus
Christ through
word and
sacraments. In
our life together
as a Christian
congregation, we
provide a center
for members and
community to
worship and pray;
to meet and learn;
to be welcomed,
nourished, and
strengthened; to
rest and be
comforted; to
serve; and to go
forth and witness
to the world
through the
prayerful

Blessed are you, O God of our ancestors, and blessed is
your name in all generations forever. Let the heavens and
the whole creation bless you forever. (Tobit 8:5 NRSV)
As I write April’s newsletter article, I am looking out the
window at an epic winter storm that is covering a vast
expanse of our country: Nebraska, Colorado, Wyoming, the
Dakotas, Minnesota. Yuk! I don’t know about you, but after
this horrendous winter, I am dreaming about green grass
and trees, spring tulips, and the delightful, sweet scent of lilacs. I am ready for
spring, warmth, and being able to sit outside and enjoy the sun.
These past months, the ELCA has been rewriting the Visions and Expectations for
the ministers of Word and Sacrament and ministers of Word and Service (pastors
and deacons). The rewriting of this document spells out all expectations for those
called to ministry in the ELCA. The new version, titled Trustworthy Servants of the
People of God, in its new draft, is clear and concise. For me, the best two pieces
of this manuscript are the coverage for the inclusivity of those who serve, and also,
that it addresses the care of God’s creation. We don’t find creation care covered in
much of the literature that addresses the call of those serving in ELCA. I am
extremely glad to see this included.
With that being said, it is not simply up tothe Church’s leaders to take care of
creation. It is each of our responsibilities. Our family strives to be more “green” as
we move forward with our daily lives. We are planning to plant more trees as soon
as the weather allows, and in that planting, we are including trees and shrubs that
attract bees and Monarch butterflies. We are going to have our first Fargo garden
this year, growing some of our own vegetables. We limit our use of water,
electricity, and recycle as much as possible, staying away from the use of plastics
and pesticides.
One family does not make much of a difference in the care of creation, but just
think what a difference our Elim family can make. Or what about the community of
Fargo? If we share this concern with our friends and neighbors, imagine what our
community, our state, our country can do when this message is shared. Let each
of us take part in caring for this beautiful world God has given us, preserving its
beauty for generations to come. This world is all we have. Let us be good
stewards of this precious gift, given to us by God for our joy and use.
And in this effort, we ask God to help us.
Yours in Christ,

Pastor Carol
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An Opportunity for Service
In previous years Elim has elected a delegate to the Bethany Retirement Living Corporation.

Our last delegate was Darrell Johnson, who passed away in December, 2017. Somehow the position and a candidate or candidates were not included on the ballots for 2018 or for
2019.
As one of the 38 sponsoring congregations, Elim may designate up to two voting delegates in addition to the pastor of the congregation. The delegates meet twice a year and elect members to
the Board of Trustees at the annual meeting in the spring. The church delegates are encouraged
to bring updates and new information about Bethany back to their congregations.
Delegates from the churches must be named and designated on an annual basis and will serve
for the remainder of the year.
If you are interested in serving as an Elim delegate or have any questions regarding this position,
please contact Cindy Wolslegel, President of the Elim Council, or Pastor Carol Strand.
Eston’s Outreach Collection for Haiti: The following items are needed for the people of Haiti, which Eston will take with him on his trip to
Haiti in August. Items are to be put in the tub marked “Haiti” in the Narthex. Cash donations will also be accepted - please make your check
payable to Elim Lutheran Church, and be sure to write Haiti donation on
the Memo line. It is critical for Eston’s planning to begin collecting items
as soon as possible. Items needed: toothbrushes/ toothpaste, peanut butter, pencils/notebooks,
soap, spaghetti, and bags of black beans. To further assist Eston with his help for Haiti, Elim will
have 2 special Haiti offerings - at the April 28 and June 16 Services. We thank you in advance
for your willingness to donate to our brothers and sisters in Haiti.

Church Locked For Worship: On Sunday, February 24, we began to lock the west door of
the Church at 10:00 for Sunday Worship, and a sign will be put on the door, directing individuals to go to the south door for Worship.

A general Spring Cleaning of the Church has been scheduled for the week
between Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday to “spiff” up our Church for Easter
and also for the ladies’ Spring Potluck Salad Luncheon. Cleaning may be done
anytime on Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday, but only during the day on
Thursday and Friday, due to Maundy Thursday and Good Friday services.
There is a listing of breakdown of areas to be cleaned and number of people
needed for each area on the bulletin board downstairs, so please sign your
name to the area you’d like to be responsible for. Cleaning will consist of dusting, vacuuming, wiping off, etc. - everything other than scrubbing the floors, as Curt will do that. Please
bring your own rags, bucket, and vacuum, and any other supplies not supplied by the Church. Pastor and
Connie will take care of the upper floor. We thank you so much for donating your time to do this!
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Elim Church Council Minutes
Tuesday, March 12, 2019
Present: Cindy Wolslegel, Pastor Carol, Kjersten Nelson, and LaVonne Black
Not Present: Abby D’Eustachio, Kacie Putz, John Lindstrom and Helen Armstrong
Call to order – Opening Prayer and devotions (Pastor Carol)

Secretary’s Minutes: Pastor Carol moves to approve the February minutes. LaVonne seconds. Motion
carries.
Consent Agenda
Treasurer’s Report: We reviewed the Treasurer’s Report.
Learning Committee: No report.
Worship Committee: No report.
Property Committee: No report.
Stewardship Committee: No report.
Witness Committee: LaVonne reports that the committee is visiting homebound members. Pastor Carol
says that one person they visited told her they really appreciated the visit from the committee.
Service Committee: No report.

Kjersten moves to accept the consent agenda. Cindy seconds. Motion carries.
Pastor’s Report
No baptisms, funerals, weddings
Eston is hoping to plan further out for his Haiti trip this year. Karen is submitting reimbursements for
Lenten meals; Pastor Carol will talk with Karen about how this is happening. We discussed options
for raising funds for the Haiti trip. LaVonne suggested having one or two Haiti Sundays, where we
could have a special appeal for the trip. The first one is scheduled for April 28, the second on June
16.
Jim Voytovich has been working on the computers with more work coming. Pastor Carol will talk with
him about at what point it makes more sense to purchase new computers.
Gackle Emmanuel Lutheran Youth Group requested to stay in the building overnight on 3/29. Cindy
notes they’ve stayed here before. Kjersten moves to approve their request to stay here. Cindy seconds. Motion is approved.
Two piles have been hauled away, but more took its place. The Northern covered a large part of the
cost of the loads that have been taken out.
Prior Business
Elim’s Parking Lot Management Fee – Connie has suggested reducing the payment from the parking
fund to Elim from 15% of gross to a flat $75 monthly fee. This could be adjusted if there is too
much in the parking fund. We will table this until next month so we can get John’s perspective on
this. Curt has asked to put off March’s payment until April; that should be fine, Pastor Carol will
discuss this with John.
Air conditioning repair – no news
Council Committee/Representative
Property Committee – Curt is working to identify members for this committee.
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New Business
Foundation budget: Kjersten moves to approve the foundation’s allocation. Pastor Carol seconds. Motion carries.
Open Discussion:
Next Council Meeting:
Tuesday, April 9 at 6 pm
Communion Assistants:
April 7: Cindy
April 14: Kjersten
April 18:
April 21:
Meeting is Adjourned
Minutes Submitted by Kjersten
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Treasurer’s Report
February, 2019
Balance Sheet

John Lindstrom

 The checking acct balance is $5,847.27. The balance at the beginning of the year was $$4,133.45.

General Acct Fund balance is now –$5,507.39. Last month the General Acct Fund balance was
$993.39. The current prior debt is now $141,834.55 and is comprised of payables to various dedicated
funds.

Income and Expense (2/12 or 16.6% through the year)








Monthly pledge income was under budget (budget $8,667.00 vs. $5,515.00).
Monthly total income was under budget (budget $10,700.00 vs. $6,881.61).
YTD pledge income is 14.28% of the budget $104,000 (actual $14,849).
YTD total income is 14.66% of the budget $132,650.00 (actual $19,452.80).
Monthly expenses were under budget (budget $13,524.00 vs. $13,382.39).
YTD expenses are 17.04% of the budget $162,104.00 (actual $27,630.32)
The utility bill for the month was $2,267.17. Paid quarterly copier maintenance contract of $376.97.
There was a $52 usage fee for black copies. The city is now charging a storm sewer fee of $24/month
for 3 of Elim’s parking lot properties. This is over and above the normal water and sewer usage fee.
Had to borrow app $7,700 from the Intern fund to cover the General Fund expenses.

PLEASE!!! WON’T YOU HELP?
Would you be able to donate a bit of your time once a month to help with Sunday
School?: Jennifer is in need of teachers and assistants, both adult and older children, for the
Sunday School year. Depending on the number of volunteers, you may have to teach/assist
only minimally. Please contact Jennifer at 701-241-9443. Thank you!
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED - CHILDREN’S SERMON LEADERS: Elim is in desperate need
of members of the congregation to share the Good News with our children on the first and
third Sundays of the month. If you are interested, please contact the office at 232-2574.
Thank you for your assistance in this most important church program.
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April and May Services
USHERS/GREETERS
April 7 Eston Calixte
April 14 Duane & Linda Olschlager
April 18 Duane & Linda Olschlager
April 19 LaVonne Black
April 21 Curt Meyer
April 28 Jim Wolslegel
LAYREADERS
April 7 Elaine Fiske
April 14 Dan Rising
April 18 Lenora Scheer
April 19 Lenora Scheer
April 21 Betty Lindstrom
April 28 Abby d’Eustachio

USHERS/GREETERS
May 5 Robert Scheer
May 12
May 19
May 26 Robert Scheer
LAYREADERS
May 5 Signe Nagle
May 12 Betty Lindstrom
May 19
May 26
COMMUNION ASSISTANTS
May 5
May 12

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS
April 7 Cindy Wolslegel
April 14 Kjersten Nelson-Nagle
April 18 Shirley Slusher
April 21 Scott Strand

FLOWERS
May 5
May 12 Frank Anderson
May 19
May 26

FLOWERS
April 7
April 14 Frank Anderson
April 21 Easter Flowers
April 28
MISSIONARY SUPPORT
April 7 Jean Berg
April 14
April 18
April 19
April 21 Jean Berg
April 28
FUNERAL TEAM FOR APRIL
Shirley Slusher, Serving Group Member, if needed

MISSIONARY SUPPORT
May 5 Jean Berg
May 12
May 19 Jean Berg
May 26
FUNERAL TEAM FOR MAY
Curt Meyer, Serving Group Member, if needed
CHILDREN’S SERMONS
May 5 Pastor Carol
May 12 Karen Lind

CHILDREN’S SERMONS
April 7 Kyle Strand
April 21 Kerri Spiering
Please call LaVonne Black at 701-232-3029 if you would like to sign up to be an Usher or Lay Reader.
Every Sunday is open for Missionary Support, which is $25.00 and can be given in honor of or in
memory of a loved one. If you would like to help with this ministry, please contact the Elim office.
Would you like to provide Altar Flowers in honor or memory of a loved one? Even though potted
plants are now placed on the Altar, this does not mean there cannot be cut flowers given in a person’s
honor or memory. If anyone wishes to give flowers on any given Sunday, simply contact the church
office with your request and Connie will place your order. Dalbol Flowers and Gifts allows Elim to
chose the bouquet colors and purchase both Altar bouquets for around $26.00. If providing flowers for
the Altar, Elim office will order the flower color(s) you request. If you wish to take the flowers home
with you following worship, please let Connie know that when you call to order them. Thank you.
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04/07
04/12
04/15
04/17

Delphine Neubauer
Jennifer Rheault
DeSean Demontigny
Mark Mathison
Scott Johnson

04/19
04/20
04/21
04/30

Betty Lindstrom
Grace Strand
Marshel Putz
Kacie Putz

If your birthday should be on this list and isn’t, please contact the Elim office. I apologize for the oversight.

March Baptisms, Funerals, Membership Transfers In and Transfers Out
Baptisms: None in March
Funerals: None in March
Membership Transfers Out of Elim: None in March
Membership Transfers In to Elim: None in March

Elim Home Visitor
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Chancel Easter Memorial Garden Flowers 2019
During this Easter season, you have the opportunity to help create an Easter Memorial Garden at Elim
with an array of spring flowers by giving a donation to purchase a plant or flowers in memory of, or in
honor of, a loved one. Thank you.
_____ Enclosed is $_____ to be used to order a plant.
_____ I shall pick it up after the Easter Worship Service.
_____ I will leave the plant at the church so that it can be delivered to a shut-in or hospitalized member, or friend of the church.

This plant is given in loving honor/memory (please specify in honor or memory) of
_________________________________________________________________________________
by _______________________________________________________________________________
Name ____________________________________________________________________________
Address __________________________________________________________________________
Phone ___________________________________________________________________________

This form must be returned to the church office by Friday, April 12, 2019.

Newsletters: If you are currently receiving Elim’s monthly newsletter by mail,
in order to save postage, we ask that you pick up your, or your family member’s newsletter, in the Narthex when the current one is printed. Mailing labels
will be affixed to the newsletters of the individuals who are currently receiving
them by mail. If you are unable to pick your newsletter up, please call the
church office, 232-2574. Any shut-ins or anyone who does not regularly attend
Worship will have their monthly newsletter mailed out to them. Thank you.
Did you know…………that Bethany Retirement Living offers a broad range of senior
care services to meet just about any need a senior may have? At Bethany on University, Skilled Nursing Care, Memory Care, Transitional Care, Basic Care, and Assisted Living are available. Bethany on 42nd features Skilled Nursing Care, Transitional Care, Assisted Living, and Senior Apartments. Ethos Home Care & Hospice
offers services in your own home. Are you looking for living opportunities for someone you love? Visit our web site at www.bethanynd.org or call Bethany on University
at 701.239.3000 or Bethany on 42nd at 701.478.8900.
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Serving Groups
Will continue to be responsible for treats during Sunday morning coffee hour. Groups will be responsible to make coffee, bring treats, serve, and clean up on their assigned week. Following is
a schedule for the next 3 months:
April 7
April 14
April 21
April 28

Group 1
Group 2
Group 3
Group 4

May 5
May 12
May 19
May 26

Group 1
Group 2
Group 3
Group 3

June 2
June 9
June 16
June 23
June 30

Group 1
Group 2
Group 3
Group 4
Open

Note: When there is a funeral and the funeral home is not involved, one person from the Serving
Group for that funeral is asked to assist the Funeral Team volunteer for that funeral only. If a funeral home is involved in the funeral, no serving group member will be needed. Please contact
the office if you have questions. Thank you.
ELCA News
Sarah Circle will meet on Monday, April 8, at 10:00 a.m. at the Sons of Norway.
Elizabeth Circle will meet on Wednesday, April 17, at 10:00 at the Sons of Norway.
Mark Your Calendars!!! ELCA Spring Potluck Salad Luncheon will be held on Saturday, April 27, at
11:30 a.m.

Churches United for the Homeless Shelter’s Current Needs List: *Funding for winter overflow; *Gift cards for gas and groceries (especially places near Bright Sky Apartments); * Diaperssize 5 & 6; *Baby Formula; *Baby Wipes; *Twin-size blankets; *Toiletries; *Alcohol-free cold
medicine; *Bath towels; *New adult underwear; *Deodorant. The most efficient way to help is
through financial donations. Donate online at churches-united.org, or by sending your donation
to: Churches United for the Homeless, 1901-1st Ave. No., Moorhead, MN 56560, 218-236-0372. Thank
Are you looking for a unique gift for a family member or a gift for someone?
Handmade 550 piece, 750 piece, or 1000 piece puzzles for sale, at $15-$20
each, made by Kim Olschlager. Please call her at (701) 850-6365 for further
information. Thank you.

Elim Church Council Members

Pastor Carol Strand, Pastor
cstrand@elim-lutheran.org
701.232.2574 - - -507.398.3166 (after office hours cell)
Cindy Wolslegel, President
Abby d’Eustachio, Vice President (Service and Fellowship)
Kjersten Nelson, Secretary (Stewardship)
Kacie Putz (Learning)
Helen Armstrong, (Worship & Music)
LaVonne Black (Outreach)
John Lindstrom (Financial)
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WORKS OF LOVE
Fill a Grocery Bag for a Hungry Family
•

Canned Meats: tuna, chicken, ham

•

Canned Vegetables

•

Peanut Butter

•

Canned Fruit

•

Rice - one-pound bag white or brown rice

•

Pasta/noodles—boxes of spaghetti, lasagna,
elbow macaroni, egg noodles, penne pasta,
etc.

•

Toilet Paper

•

Personal Hygiene Products - shampoo/
conditioner, deodorant, lotion, baby wipes,
toothbrush/toothpaste, feminine hygiene
products, etc.

•

Bar Soap
Please bring your donations on or before
Sunday, April 7, when we will bless them
during Worship.
Thank you for your donations!
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Choir News: Choir rehearsal will be held on the noted Sundays at 9:00. If you have any
questions, please contact Scott Strand at (507) 358-4297.
Choir Schedule
Date
Description
Choir Anthem/Notes
April 7
Choir Rehearsal & Anthem
“A Communion Invitation”
April 14
Choir Rehearsal & Anthem
“Palm Sunday”
April 21 (Easter Sunday) Choir Rehearsal & Anthem
“This is the Day: Rejoice!”
April 28
Choir Rehearsal
May 5
Choir Rehearsal
May 12
Choir Rehearsal & Anthem
“My Faith Has Found a
Resting Place”

Elim Church Council Meeting will be held on Tuesday, April 9, at 6:00.
Lenten Meal &Services Schedule: Wednesday, April 3, meal at 6:15, Services at 7:00
Wednesday, April 10, meal at 6:15, Services at 7:00
Palm Sunday, April 14, 10:00, followed by fruit and muffin brunch
Maundy Thursday Communion Service, April 18, 7:00
Good Friday Service, April 19, 8:00
Noisy Offering will be held on Sunday, April 21, during the 10:00 Easter Worship Service.
Confirmation Class will resume on Wednesday, April 24, at 6:00 p.m.

Mark Mathison
103-10th Ave. N.
Cold Spring, MN
56320

Pub
Night

Pub Night will be held on
Thurs day, April 25, at 6:30 p.m. at
Old Broadway. Room reservation
is made under Pastor Carol.
Everyone is invited to attend at any
time.

Lines of Communication
For anyone who has questions/comments/concerns in regard to the Church and/or Worship, please
visit with the appropriate person below to be sure you get the correct information you are looking for.
If issues are of a personal nature, please visit with the individual involved. If you have any further
questions, please contact Pastor Carol or the office. Thank you.
Pastor Carol - Service/Worship
Curt Meyer Church building/property
Bulletin
Cleaning
Visitation
Prayers
Helen Armstrong
Service/Worship
Personal concerns
and Robyn Vinje Bulletin
Music
Barb Rising - Kitchen
Shirley Slusher Sanctuary/Sacristy
Elim Office Hours: Monday
All Church offices are closed
Tuesday:
8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Wednesday and Thursday: 8:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Friday: 8:30 a.m. to 12:00 noon
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Elim Lutheran Church Calendar
April, 2019
Sunday

Monday

1

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

2

3

4

Elim offices
closed

Staff Mtg11:20
Happy
Hour AA
GroupNoon

Works of Love
goods
collection

Pastor-First
Call Mtg.,
10:30 to 12:30

7

8

9

10

11

Works of Love
goods collection
and Blessing
Choir Rehearsal9:00
Elim Wor./Comm.
Serv./ Children’s
Message-10:00
Worship/Music
Comm. Mtg-10:45
Coffee Hr-11:00
Worship, SSLC1:30

Elim offices
closed
Sarah Circle10:00

PastorText Study,
11:30-1:00
Happy
Hour AA
GroupNoon
Church
Council
mtg.-6:00

Lenten Meal6:15
(Confirmation
Service Project)
Lenten Service7:00

Evergreen10:00

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

Palm Sunday
Choir Rehearsal9:00
Elim Wor./Comm.
Serv.-10:00
Coffee Hr (muffins
and fruit brunch)11:00
Worship, SSLC1:30

Elim offices
closed

Staff Mtg11:20
Happy
Hour AA
GroupNoon

Elizabeth Circle
– 10:00

Maundy
Thursday
Parkview
Terrace-9:00
Mhd. Rehab.10:00
Maundy
Thursday
Serv.-7:00

Good
Friday
Good
Friday
Service7:00

Educ/Comm Time,
SSLC-1:30

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

Easter Sunday
Choir Rehearsal9:00
Elim Wor./Comm.
Serv./ Children’s
Message/Noisy
Offering-10:00
Coffee Hr-11:00
Worship, SSLC1:30

Elim offices
closed

PastorText Study,
11:30-1:00
Happy Hour
AA GroupNoon

Confirmation
Class-6:00

Pub Night6:30, Old
Broadway

28

29

30

Choir RehearsalElim offices
Happy Hour
9:00
closed
AA GroupElim Worship/Haiti
Noon
Sunday Collection10:00
Coffee Hr-11:00
Pastor-First Call Conference
Worship, SSLC1:30

5

Saturday

6
Educ/Comm Time,
SSLC-1:30

12

13
Palm Sunday
Practice-10:00
Educ/Comm Time,
SSLC-1:30

Spring Potluck Salad Luncheon-11:30
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Church
321 9th Street North
Fargo, ND 58102

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

April

321 Ninth Street North
Fargo, ND 58102
(701) 232-2574

www.elim-lutheran.org

“Built on a Triangle with Faith in the Triune”

Organist
Choir Director

Pastor:
Carol Strand
Office Administrator/Secretary: Connie Rawls
Maintenance:
Curt Meyer
Music Staff:
Robyn Vinje
Scott Strand
Katie Narum Miyamoto
Missionary
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